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OF THE 

EAST-INDIES. 

PART IIL 

7 he Commerce of the Europeans to the 
Eaft-Indies. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the French Trade. 

T HE immenfe riches which the Portu- 
gueze, Englifli, and Dutch had drawn 
from the Eaft-Indies, invited the French 
to follow them into thofe remote and/ 
unknown countries, in order to partake of the ad-**, 
vantages which commerce was there produ6fciv<& 
Vol. II. B o» 
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of. But the profits were fo indifferent during, the 
firft fixty years, that thofe who had undertaken it 
met with their ruin inftead of that fortune they 
had expedted. It was in vain that Francis I. 
by his declarations of the years 1537 and 
1 543> exhorted his fubjedts to undertake thefe 
long voyages j it was in vain that Henry III. . 
renewed thofe invitations to merchants, by an 
edidt of December 15, 1578; thefe exhortations 
produced no effedt, It was neceflary that the 
Hate fhould advance a part of the neceflary funds 
for thofe enterprizes, as in Portugal, England, and 
Holland. But either the? neceflity hereof was not 
known, or the civil wars which difiipatcd the 
little revenue that came into the treafury, did 
not permit it. However, the trade of the Eaft- 
Indies could never be on a folid foundation, while 
the king himfelf was not in the number of thofe 
concerned. 

Gerard Le Roy, of the Flemifli nation, who 
had made fome voyages to the Eaft in Dutch 
veflels, came to France, and offered his fervice 
in quality of a pilot, to a company which was 
then forming, with defign to attempt the India 
trade. This projedt had been formed under Henry 
IV. who accepted the propofals made to him 
almoft without any alterations or reftridlions. 
By his arret of the firft of June 1 604, ** he grants 
to Gerard and his partners who fhould difburfe 
the expences and neceflary advances for a voyage 
to the Eaft, a harbour, exemptions, privileges, 
and two pieces of artillery. He permits them by 
the fourth article, to enter into an affociation 
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among themfel ves, into which they fhould be oblig’ d, 
from the prefent time, and until fix months after 
their return to France from their faid firft voyage, 
to receive all Frenchmen inclinable to enter into 
it, on each of them advancing the fum of 3000 
livres and upwards j and that after the faid fix 
months, none fhould be admitted unlefs they 
thought fit ; and that his faid majefty fhould ex* 
prefsly prohibit all his fubjedts, except themfelves 
and their partners, to go to the faid Eaft-Indies, 
during the term of fifteen fucceflive years, reckon- 
ing from the day of their departure for their faid 
firft voyage, under the penalty of confifcation of 
fhip and cargo.” 

The fifth and laft article bears, “ That all che- 
valiers, lords, barons, gentlemen, officers, and other 
Frenchmen, may enter into the faid company 
without derogating from, or any way prejudicing, 
their dignities, qualities, and privileges ; on account 
of the great utility and advantages which may 
accrue to his majefty and the whole ftate, by 
means of fo worthy and honourable an enter- 
prize.” 

This was the firft company formed in France 
to attempt the eaftern trade } but we do not find 
it had any confequences j it was diflolved either 
by the disagreement among the partners, or the 
difficulty of finding funds. 

The fame Gerard, who to appearance had 
none but his experience in navigation, made a 
new attempt under Lewis XIII. with the fieur 
Godefroy treafurer of Limoges, and fome others. 
The king by letters patent bearing date the 2d of 

B 2 March 
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March, 1611, granted them for twelve years all 
the privileges they required. 

Four years having elapfed without their putting 
to fea, two merchants of Rouen, Muiflon and 
Cams, petitioned the king lor a conveyance to 
their privileges, offering at the fame time to fit < 
out for the current year 1615, veffels freighted 
in a proper manner to begin the trade. The' 
company having reprefented that their delays were 
occalioned by unforefeen accidents, and that they 
had not abated of their ardour to execute their 
undertaking ; the king thought fit, in order to 
increafe their funds, to affnciate the Rouen mer- 
chants with them, and to form both into one 
company. This union was ordained by letters 
patent of the 2d of July, 1615, and regiflered in 
parliament the 2d of September following. The 
privileges are nearly the fame with thofe granted 
by Henry IV. to the perfons who had made the 
firffc propofals to him, with fome variations not 
very eilential. 

There is no proof that thefe navigators ever 
went as far as the Eafl-Indies j but it is cer- 
tain (?) that they made the conqueft of Mada- 
gafear and fome other neighbouring iflands, for 
fince then the French have pofleffed them by 
that title. 


This appears by a new company wherein 
twenty-four proprietors were concerned, to whom 
cardinal Richelieu, as l'uperintendant of the trade 
and navigation of France, granted on the 24th of 
June 1642, the exclufive privilege of fettling co- 
lonies 
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lonies in thefe iflands, and taking poffeflion of 
them in the name of Lewis XIII. That prince 
dying in the month of May the next year, the 
council of regency under Lewis XIV. confirmed 
on the 20th of September the fame year, 1643, 
what had been before done by Richelieu. 

During the twenty years that company fubfifted, 
they commonly fent a fhip every year, which for 
the moil part was unfuccefsful, cither by fhip- 
wreck, or the death of the greateft part of the 
crew. The fhip which flattered the hopes of the 
proprietors moil, brought back about 18 tons of 
yellow fandal wood, 3300 hides, and 52000 lb. 
weight of aloes wood, wax, and gum tacamacii. 
Another returned loaded with 25 or 30 tons of 
rock cryftal. 

The time of the privileges granted to the com.' 
pany being expired, the duke de Meilleray ob- 
tained a grant in his own name j and in order to 
make his court to the king, equip’d and freighted 
at his own expcnce two ihips for Madagalcar in 
the beginning of 1654 ; but they had little better 
fuccefs than the reft. He fpent ali his fortune 
in fitting out new ones in concert with the com- 
pany, which had obtained the renewal of their pri- 
vileges. Hut it was entirely diflfolved by the 
death of this lord, which happened in 1664. 
They made a ccdion of all their funds for 20000 
livres to the fuccceding one. When thislaft took 
pofl'etijon of Madagalcar, the eftetfts found there 
belonging to the duke of Mazarine, who had re- 
linquiihed his father's project, confifted of four- 
teen pieces of iron cannon without carriages, 580 

B 3 bullets. 
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bullet6, 1000 pounds of chains, ioo empty gra- 
nades, 50 crofs- bar (hot, fome lead, and a barrel 
of powder ; the colony was then compofed of 
100 French. It muft be obferved that the duke 
de Meilleray had been grand matter of the artillery, 
and that thofe (lores had been provided, more at , 
the king’s expence than his own. 

Nothing lets was neceflary than the wifdom 
and care, of the illuftrious Colbert to engage the 
French to revive the Eaft-India trade. On the 
one hand he was fen Able of the great advantages 
that might be drawn from it, if managed with 
prudence ; and on the other, he faw that all thofe 
who had hitherto undertaken it had ruined them- 
felves. In order to deftroy thefe notions, and 
give birth to more engaging ones, he difperfed a 
memorial which he had caufed to be revifed by 
M. Charpentier of the French academy, one of 
the beft pens in Paris, that he might give the 
greater force to his reafons. As it perfectly re- 
prefents the lituation of that affair, and was the 
beginning and epocha of the India company, I 
have thought it neceflary to tranferibe what is moil 
eflential in it. 

It is there reprefen ted, “That the caufes of the 
failure of the preceding companies, were either 
the want of funds, or meafures ill concerted for 
the execution of their undertakings ; inconvenien- 
cies into which there was now no danger of fall- 
ing, becaufe it was certain the king would grant 
a Angular protection to the new company ; and 
that engaging in it himfelf, with one half of the 
kingdom, they would have larger funds than the 

Dutch 
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Dutch Eaft-India company had at the begin- 

ning.” 

“ Was it the firft time, faid he, that an un- 
dertaking had failed at one time, and fucceeded 
at another ? Is not hiftory full of great enterprizes 
which have not been compleated till after more 
than one attempt. The firft Spaniards who went 
to the American iflands were all killed, yet that 
misfortune did not prevent their fending others 
thither. The Englifh faw their colonies in Vir- 
ginia ruined four or five times, yet that did not 
make them defift. And to take example from 
the Dutch, the firft ftep that they took for a voy- 
age to the Eaft- Indies had a very unhappy iilue. 
The fecond time they were th*ere they returned 
ftill without profit, yet they were not difcouraged. 
They went a third and a fourth time, and at laft 
gathered with ufury the fruits of their perfeve- 
rance.” 

Paffing from thence to the advantages of the 
ifland of Madagafcar, where the fleet was to 
touch, he a (lured the publick : “ That if they 
took the leaft care to fortify themfelves there, 
they would not only have one, but feveral places 
of an ineftimable value, and more confequence 
than all that the Dutch pofiefled in the Indies, 
whether with refpedt to the places themfelves, or 
the eafinefs and convenience of trade. That in 
effeft it could not be denied, that that fettlement 
was more convenient and fafe than that of Bata- 
via in the ifland of Java, where the Dutch had 
eftablifhed their principal refidence : more con- 
venient, becaufe Madagafcar was a very pleufanr 

B 4 * country 
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country fituated in a mild climate, and produced 
all the neceflaries of life j whereas about $a- 
tavia, as it produces in a manner nothing, the 
company are obliged to bring from a diftance 
rice, flelh, and other neceffary provifions for 
twenty-five or thirty thoufand perfons, which 
cannot be done, without great trouble and ex- 
pence : more fafe, becaufe Java is peopled with 
barbarous, valiant, and warlike nations, who en- 
dure no ftrangers, and making profeffion of the 
mahometan law, hate and defpife chriftians. 
That on the one fide the Dutch are contiguous to 
the king of Mataran, who has more than once 
befiegcd them with a hundred thoufand men j 
that on the other fide, they have the people of 
Bantam for their neighbours, who are only twelve 
leagues diflant from them, and have frequently 
followed the king of Mataran’s example : whereas 
all the inhabitants of Madagafcar are of a tradable 
temper, and fhew a good deal of readinefs to em- 
brace the gofpel j fo that a hundred men are in 
greater fecuiity in Madagafcar, than above ten 
times the number at Java. Betides that this fct- 
tlement is fafer and more pleafant than that of the 
Dutch, it may be added, that trade will be car- 
ried on there with much lefs trouble, on account 
of the nearnefs of the place, which will fhorten 
one third of the voyage. That the company will 
moreover avoid all the coafting voyagts of the 
Dutch in the Eaft-Indies, where they are obliged 
to go from one illand and town to another. And 
that they will not have that trouble in eftablifhing 
their principal magazine $ bccaufe being thcte, 

whether 
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whether tjhey trade on the coaft of the Red Sea, 
or enter the gulph of Bengal, or pafs towards 
China and Japan, they will never go out of their 
way, but be continually drawing nearer home.” 

1 After this he treated of the means of executing 
'this project of eftablifhing a company in France. 
He laid ; “ That to bring it about, a fund of fix 
millions was neceffary, which fhould be em- 
ployed in equipping twelve or fourteen large fhips, 
from 800 to 1400 tons, in order to carry a great 
number of people to Madagafcar, and make a 
firm fettlement there. That his majefty might 
be humbly petitioned to engage for one tenth, and 
that it was not to be doubted but that he would 
willingly comply. That it was certain many 
great lords would engage for confiderable lums, 
provided the merchants who fhould form the 
company at firft reckoned it advantageous. That 
to encourage them the more, there ’was reafon to 
believe, that his majefty being engaged for one 
tenth of the firft armament, might be prevailed 
on to furnifh more, if neceffary, for the fecond and 
the following. That his majefty might be peti- 
tioned to remit to the company one half of the 
cuftom-houfe entries, and of the duties through- 
out the kingdom, for the merchandizes brought 
from the Indies. That the king, tofhew himfelf 
truly the father of his people, would willingly 
agree to bear for his fhare all the lofs that might 
happen for the firft eight or ten years, and that by 
this important engagement, every one would fee 
the king had this affair really at heart. 


That 
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That private perfons might be proprietors in 
the company for what fums they pleafed, till 
the fund was compleat, after which, no more 
fhould be received. That to compleat it the 
fooncr, the king might be petitioned to allow , 
foreigners willing to enter into the company, to^ 
fubferibe for what fums they fhould think fit. That 
they fhould acquire the right of naturalization 
without having occafion for any other letters, pro- 
vided they were concerned for above ten thoufand 
livres, to which their relations, tho’ aliens, might 
fucceed by inheritance ; and that in order to pro- 
vide -for their greater fecurity, his majefly fhould 
be petitioned to grant them this privilege, that in 
cafe a rupture fhould happen between this crown 
and the ftate whofe fubjedts they were, their ef- 
fedts fhould not be feized or confifcated in confe- 
quence of a war. 

That the company fhould have its directors ; 
and in order to take away all fufpicion from the 
traders of being oppreffed by the other proprietors, 
thofe directors fhall be taken only from among the 
merchants, and all the funds fhall be placed in the 
hands of one named on their part. And to give 
the greater encouragement to foreigners, and to 
teflify the truft repofed in them, they fhould be 
informed that they might be eledted chiefs and di- 
redlors of the company, provided they had a very 
confiderable interefl therein, and came to refide 
in France with their families. 

That the king fhould Iikewife be petitioned 
to grant, that the caufcs of the company, both in 

fueing 
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fueing and defending, fhould be carried at the firfl 
inftance to the neareft chamber of juftice, and by 
appeal to parliament. Laftly, that all private per- 
fons who ihould difcover any thing for the ad- 
vantage of the company, or the fecurity of the 
proprietors, fhould be welcome to inform them 
of it, that they ihould be favourably heaid, and 
their advice taken in what was moft expedient.” 

This is the fubftance of what Mr. Colbert 
caufed to be published, in order to induce his 
countrymen and foreigners to form the company, 
which he propofed to eftablifh on memorials pre- 
fented to him by nine of the moft eminent traders 
and manufacturers in the kingdom. The addrefs 
with which the plan was executed, produced all 
that the minifter defired. The merchants in con- 
cert with him drew up the articles and conditions 
of a new company, and prefented them to the 
council, petitioning for its eftablifliment. The 
projedt having been examined and approved by 
the king, he fent printed copies of it to the prin- 
cipal cities of the kingdom on the 13 th of June, 
1664, to exhort private men to enter into the 
company, and in the month of Auguft following, 
the edict of its eftablifhment was drawn up. 

As that edict is in a manner the fundamental 
code of the Eaft-India company, and as moft 
part of the arrets which have followed for mak- 
ing changes or amendments are relative to it, it is 
neceffary to give here an entire copy of it, efpe- 
cially as it begins to grow fcarce. To in- 
vert it with all the authority fo important an af- 
fair required, and to render it more authentick, 

» .1 
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the king, after relating the motives which en- 
gaged him to eftablifh. this company, concludes 
the preamble in this manner. 

“ For thefe caufes, and with the advice ( / ) 
of our honoured lady and mother, of our dear 
and well-beloved only brother the duke of Orleans, 
and of feveral princes of our blood, and great and 
noble perfons of our council, We have by thefe 
prefents, figned with our own hand, ftatued and 
ordained, and we do ftatue, ordain, will, and it 
is our pleafure. 

I. That the company of the Eaft-Indics (hall 
be formed of all our fubjedts, of what quality and 
condition foever, who ftiall chufe to enter into it, 
and that for what lum they ftiall think proper, with- 
out derogating thereby from their nobility and privi- 
leges, to which we may have raifed and endued 
them : that no perfon have a lefs (hare than one thou- 
fand livres ; nor ftiall the augmentations be below 
five hundred livres, for the eafe of the calculations, 
dividends, and fale (///) of the actions, (this is the 
firft time this word is ufed to exprefs the flock and 
ftiares of the proprietors,) of which (hares, one third 
(hall be advanced in ready fpecie for the firft equip- 
ment, and the two other thirds in the two follow- 
ing years, equally, and by one half or moiety, in 
the month of December 1665 and 1666, under 
the penalty, that thofe who (hall not furnifli their 
two thirds in the laid time, ftiall lofe what they 
have advanced in their firft and fecond payments, 

which 

(/) There was no longer a council of regency, the king being 
then near twenty-fix years of age. 

[ m ) Hence it appears that the aSHons were at a thoufand livres at 
the efiabliibment of the company. 
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which fhall remain to the profits, and in the mafs 
of the funds of the faid company, without any 
proprietor having it in his power to withdraw, 
unlefs by felling his adtion, eithet to another pro- 
prietor, or fome other perfon, who fhall always 
x>referve the fame fhare : fo that the fund fhall 
never be diminifhed j which capital fund fhall be 
reputed moveable for every one of the faid pro- 
prietors. 

II. Neither the directors nor the private pro- 
prietors fhall be obliged on any pretence whatfo- 
ever, to advance any fum beyond that for which 
they fhall have obliged themfelves at the firfl efta- 
blifhment of the company, either by way of fup- 
plement or otherwife. 

III. All foreigners and fubjedts of any flate 
whatfoever, may enter into the faid company j 
and thofe who fhall have fubfcribed twenty thou- 
fand livres of principal, fhall be reputed denizens, 
without any letters of naturalization, fo that their 
relations, tho’ foreigners, fhall fucceed to all ihe 
goods they may have in the kingdom. 

IV. The flock and fhares belonging to the 
particular proprietors of the faid company, of 
what quality foever, fhall not be liable to be 
feized and confifcated by us, altho’ they fliould 
be the fubjedts of princes and flates, with whom 
we may enter into war. 

V. The directors of the faid company fhall not 
be liable to be diftreffed or diftrained in their per- 
fons and goods on account of the affairs of the 
faid company ; nor the effedts thereof fubjedt to 
any.hypotheck for our affairs, nor feized for what 

• may 
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may be due to us by the private proprietors 
thereof. 

VI. The officers who ffiall have a ffiare of 
twenty thoufand livres in the faid company, fhall 
be difpenfed from refiding at the places of their ^ 
eftablifhments, as they are obliged by our edicts' 
and declarations of the months of December and 
March laft, and fhall enjoy their rights, falaries, 
and perquifites, as if prefent. 

VII. All thofe who fhall fubfcribe the fum of 
eight thoufand livres in the faid company, fhall 
acquire the right of burghers in the cities of their 
abode, excepting in the cities of Paris, Rouen, 
Bourdeaux, and Bayonne, wherein they cannot ac- 
quire the faid right, unlefs they are proprietors 
for at leaf!; twenty thoufand livres in the faid com- 
pany. 

VIII. All thofe inclining to enter into the faid 
company, fhall be obliged to declare themfelves 
in fix months, reckoning from the day that the 
prefent declaration fhall be read and regiftered in 
the parliament of Paris ; which time expired, no 
more fhall be admitted or received into the faid 
company j and thofe of our good city of Paris, 
who fhall have declared and paid in their fhares, 
may name, three months after the faid regiftration, 
the directors of our faid city of Paris. 

IX. The chamber or general direction of the 
affairs of the faid company fhall be eftablifhed in 
our good city of Paris, and confift of twenty-one 
dir eft or s, twelve for our city of Paris, and nine 
for the cities of the provinces, which fhall be 
named and chofen, viz. twelve for the proprietors 

of 
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of Paris, and nine for the proprietors of the other 
cities and provinces, every one in proportion to 
the fums fubfcribed into the company j and this 
fhall be regulated in the manner afterwards to be 
related. 

X. Until the company fhall be fully formed 
and eftablifhed, the proprietors of the cities and 
provinces after-cited, fhall affemble to choofe and 
appoint the number of fyndicks, viz. three for 
the city of Rouen, two for the city of Lyons, 
and one for each of the cities of Nantz, St. Maloes, 
Rochel, Bourdeaux, Tours, Marfeilles, Caen, 
Dieppe, Havre, and Dunkirk: which fyndicks 
fhall be obliged to repair to our city of Paris the 
firfl day of December next, in order to compofe 
the laid chamber of general direction with the di- 
rectors thereof, only to examine into and appoint 
the cities where it fhall be proper to eftablifh the 
private chambers of direction, and -the number of 
directors which fhall compofe the faid chambers, 
together with the number of directors which 
(hall enter into and make part of the faid cham- 
ber of general direction at Paris > at which time 
the number of general directors may be augment- 
ed or diminifhed j and if any of the fyndicks are 
not then prefent, the bufinefs fhall be tranfaCtcd 
by thole that are. 

XI. One month after the choice thus made of 
the cities, and the number of directors fixed, the 
private proprietors of the cities and provinces fhall 
affemble and make election of that number of 
directors fixed at the general direction to compofe 
each particular direction, and fhall name thofe 

who 
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who (hall affift at the general diredion at Paris, who 
ihall be obliged to repair thither immediately. 
And the proprietors of the provinces may name 
their caihier to receive their caih, and remit it to 
the general cafhier in our city of Paris, appoint- 
ed for the firft time by the fyndicks thereof j who 
ihall receive the fame until the general chamber 
is eftabliihed, and give an account of his manage- 
ment to the faid chamber, at which time the faid 
fyndicks ihall be difcharged. 

XII. The directors ihall be chofen from among 
the merchants and adual traders, at leaft three 
fourths of them, and the other fourth from among 
merchants withdrawn from bufinefs, the fecre- 
taries of our houihold and crown who have been 
in bufinefs, and two burgeffes, altho’ they have 
never been in trade, provided the number of two 
ihall never be increafed, nor any other perfon of 
what rank, quality, and condition foever, chofen 
a director. 

XIII. Nor fhall any of the proprietors in the 
laid company have a deliberative voice in the 
eledion of diredors, cafhiers and fecretaries, if 
he has not at leaft fix thoufand livres ; nor chofen 
for diredor in our city of Paris, if he has not at 
leaft twenty thoufand livres, or diredor for the 
provinces ten thoufand livres, all ftock in the 
company. 

XIV. The firft diredors, chofen as has been 
faid, ihall ferve feven fuccefiive years j which time 
expired, two ihall be changed every year at Paris, 

F and one in the other chambers, which changes 
during the firft five years ihall be made by lot, and 
. afterwards 
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afterwards by rotation, when the time of each 
director is expired. And in cafe of death during 
the firft /even years, one fhall be chofen in their 
place by the other directors of their eftablifh- 
ments. A director who has been depofed may 
be chofen anew after fix years of interval 5 but 
the father, fons, and fons in law, and brothers, 
and brothers in law, cannot be directors at the 
fame time. 

XV. The directors of the faid general and pri- 
vate chambers, fhall prefide therein monthly by 
rotation, beginning with the elded, as fhall bs 
ordained after the general chamber is eftablifhed. 

XVI. The chamber of general direction may 
make ftatutes and regulations for the good and ad- 
vantage of the company, which fhall be obferved 
according to their form and tenor. 

XVII. The fecretaryand general cafhier of the 
company in France, fhall be appointed by the 
plurality of voices of all thofe who have right to 
vote for directors, and cannot be changed but in 
the fame manner. 

XVIII. A general affembly fhall be held every 
year on the fecond day of May, in order to deli- 
berate on the raoft important affairs of the com- 
pany, whereat thofe who have a deliberative voice 
may affift, and the general directors fhall be there 
appointed by a plurality of voices, the time above- 
mentioned being expired. 

XIX. All the accounts of the chambers of par- 
ticular directions of the provinces, fhall be fent 
every fix months to the chamber of general direc- 
tion of our city of Paris j where the books of ac- 

Vol. II. C * compts 
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compts (hall be examined, infpeCted, and fettled; 
and every year a general accompt of all the com- 
pany’s effects (hall be given in by thje general 
cafhier and book-keeper, which (hall be fettled, 
and afterwards the dividends of the profits made, 
all by the chamber of general direction of our 
city of Paris, and none of the private proprietors 
may on any occafion whatever, alledge any other 
accompt than the general accompt, a note or 
abridgement of which (hall be read and examined 
in the general aflembly on the above-mentioned 
day. 

XX. The faid chambers of general and parti- 
cular directions, (hall appoint the neceffary of- 
ficers to keep the ca(h, the bocks and the ac- 
counts. The particular directors (hall buy up ther 
merchandizes and make the fales, (hall provide 
the (hips and cargoes, and pay the falaries and 
other ordinary expences of every one in his de- 
partment, as it (hall be fettled by the general 
chamber of Paris, which (hall regulate and de- 
cide all that is necefiary for the good and advan- 
tage of the company. 

XXI. The directors of the general and parti- 
cular chambers (hall caufe to be wrote in their 
books all the wages and falaries they give to their 
officers, fervants, commiflaries, workmen, fol- 
diers, and others ; which books (hall bear faith 
In jultice, and (hall ferve to decide the demands 
or pretenfions which any one may have on the 
faid company. And the wages of thofe em- 
ployed by them, (hall not be liable to be feized 
or (topped on any account or caufe whatfoever. 

XXII. 
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XXII. Nor fhall the effeds of the company be 
liable to*be feized, by the creditors of any of the 
proprietors, on account of their private debts, by 
vertue of fentences or verdids. Nor can com- 
miflaries or keepers be appointed for the faid ef- 
feds, every thing done to their prejudice being 
hereby declared null. Nor fhall the diredors of 
the company be obliged to declare the ftate of the 
of the faid effeds, or give any account thereof to 
the creditors of the proprietors, referving to the 
creditors the right to feize and flop in the hands 
of the general cafhier and book-keeper of the 
company, what may be due to the proprietors by 
the accompts fettled by the company, and to 
which they fhall be obliged to conform. 

XXIII. Nor fhall any letters of ftate, revoca- 
tion, or fuperfedeas, be granted to thofe who fhall 
have bought the company’s effeds,. or difpofed of 
goods belonging to the fame : fo that the com- 
pany fhall always have the power to diftrain their 
debtors by thofe means, and as they fhall be 
obliged thereto. 

XXIV. All differences which may arife be- 
tween the diredors and proprietors of the com- 
pany, or among the proprietors on account of its 
affairs, fhall be determined in an amicable man- 
ner, by three diredors, agreed upon by the par- 
ties, unle's an office fhall be appointed on the 
fpot by the chambers of general and particular di- 
redion, where the differences are, in order to 
prevent the law-fuits and divifions which may 
happen in the company; in whole determination 
the parties fhall be obliged to acquiefce, as to the 

C 2 decree 
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decree of a fovereign court, on the penalty of 
paying all expences, damages, and intereft. 

XXV. All differences which may happen on 
any account concerning the company, between 
two or more directors or proprietors, and a pri- 
vate perfon for the affairs of the company, its 
circumftances and dependances, fhall be judged 
and determined by the confular juftice, or the 
judges who exercife his function , exclufive of all 
others, whofe fentences fhall be executed fo- 
vereignly, and without appeal, to the extent of 
fifteen hundred livres. And for the above affairs, 
the fentences and judgements fhall be executed, 
notwithftanding any oppofition and appeals what- 
foever, and without prejudice of thofe, whofe ap- 
peal fhall come before the ordinary judges, who 
ought to take cognizance of them ; to which ef- 
fect we fhall caufe to be eftablifhed the faid con- 
fular juftice in the cities where it is not, and 
where it fhall be neceffary: 

XXVI. All criminal matters in which the com- 
pany fhall be a party, or any of the proprietors, on 
account of its affairs, whether they be plaintiffs 
or defendants, fhall be determined by the ordinary 
judges, provided always that the criminal fhall 
not be permitted to bring on a civil adtion, which 
adtion fhall be conftantly judged in manner as 
aforefaid. 

XXVII. The company may alone navigate and 
trade, exclufive of all our other fubjedts, from the 
Cape of Good Hope, throughout all the Indies, 
and from the Straits of Magellan and lc Maire 
throughout all the South Seas, for the term of fifty 

fucceflive 
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fucceflive years, to begin from the day that their 
firfl veflels fhall depart from the kingdom ; dur- 
ing which time all other perfons are exprefsly pro- 
hibited to carry on that navigation and commerce, 
under penalty of the confifcation of their veflels, 
arms, ammunition and merchandizes, to be ap- 
plied to the ufe of the company. 

XXVIII. There fhall belong to the faid com- 
pany in perpetuity, and full property, the jurif- 
didtion and lordfhip of all the lands, places and 
iflands which they may conquer from our enemies, 
or which they may poflefs, whether they are aban- 
doned, deferted, or poflefled by barbarians, with all 
the rights of lordfhip over the oars, mines of gold, 
filver, copper and lead, and all other minerals, 
even the right of flavery, and all other ufeful 
rights which might appertain to us, on the account 
of fovereignty, in the faid countries. 

XXIX. We have given, ceded and granted, and 
hereby give, cede and grant to the faid company, 
the ifland of Madagafcar, or St. Lawrence, with 
the neighbouring iflands, forts and fettlements 
which our fubjedts may have made there j and as 
far- as is neceflary, we have fubrogated the faid 
company to that heretofore eftablifhed for the faid 
ifland of Madagafcar, in confequence of the con- 
tradt of cefflon made by the proprietors of the 
faid old company to the fyndicks of the new, 
pafled by the notaries of the chatelet at Paris, 
which we have approved and ratified, and approve 
and ratify by thefe prefents, for the faid company 
to poflefs it in perpetuity, together with the rights 
contained in the preceding articles, referving to 

C 3 . ourl'elves 
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ourfelves no right, or duty over the faid r countries 
comprehended in the prefent ceffion, but the foie 
faith and liege homage, which the company {hall 
be bound to render to us and our fucceeding kings, 
with the duty at every new acceffion of a king, 
of a crown and feepter of gold of the weight of 
one hundred marks. 

XXX. The faid company {hall be obliged to 
eftablilh ecclefiafticks in the ifland of Madagafcar 
and other places which they {hall conquer, in fuch 
a number and quality as {hall be found proper, to 
inftrudt the people in the catholick,apoftolick, and 
Roman religion, to build churches to fettle the 
laid ecclefiafticks there, in the quality of curates 
and other dignities, to perform divine fervice and 
adminifter the facraments, and for that effeft to 
take the ncccflary inftitutions ; and the nomination 
of the laid curates and other dignities ftiall be in 
the company, whom they {hall maintain honour- 
ably and decently, until they can fet apart reve- 
nues for their fubfiftence. 

JPCXI. The company {hall have the power and 
privilege of eftablilhing judges for the exercife of 
lovereign juftice and the marine, thro’ all the ex- 
tent of the faid countries, and others which they 
fhall reduce to our obedience ; and even over the 
French who {hall be dwelling there; provided 
always that the company {hall name to us the per- 
fons they {hall have cholen for the exercife of the 
faid fovereign juftice, to whom we {hall tender 
the oath of fidelity, that they {hall difpenfe juf- 
ticc gratuitoufly, and the decrees {hall run in our 
name, for which purpofe commiftions {hall be 

.expedited 
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expedited for the laid judges, fealed with our 
great feal. 

XXXII. The officers eftabli/hed for the faid 
fovereign juftice, may eftabli/h fuoh a number of 
fubaltern officers, and in fuch places as they fhall 
think proper, to whom they (hall caufe make 
out commiffions under our name, fealed with our 
feal ; which fubaltern officers (hall likewife dif-> 
penfe juftice gratuitoufly. 

XXXIII. The judges eftabliflied in the faid 
places /hall be obliged to judge according to the 
laws and ordonnances of our kingdom of France, 
and to follow and conform to the cuftom of the 
provoft/hip and vicounty of Paris, according to 
which the inhabitants may contract, without 
power to introduce any other cuftom, in order to 
avoid diverfity. 

XXXIV. For the execution of decrees, and/or 
all a£ts where our feal may be neceflary, one /hall 
be made, and put into the hands of him who 
/hall prefide in the faid fovereign juftice. 

XXXV. The company, for the command of 
their armies, /hall name a lieutenant general of 
the country, and of what fhall be conquered, who 
/hall be commiffioned, and his oath of fidelity 
received by us ; and in cafe his condudt /hall not 
be agreeable to the company, they may appoint 
another, who /hall likewife be commiffioned and 
received by us. 

XXXVI, The company may fend in our name 
embafladors to the kings of the Indies, and make, 
treaties with them either’ of a peace or a truce, 

C 4 even 
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even declare war, and do all other adts they (hall 
judge proper for the advantage of commerce. 

XXXVII. The company may equip and ai‘m 
■what number of veffds they fhall fee good, either 
for war or commerce, hoift upon their (lerns the 
white flag with the arms of France, dlablifh 
garrifons in all the places above-mentioned, or 
which may be conquered and built, with fuch a 
number of companies and men as they (hall reckon 
ncceflarv, place arms, cannon, and warlike (lores 
therein, found cannon and other arms in all places, 
and in fuch a number as they (hall have occafion, 
on which fliail be engraved our arm-, and below, 
thofe of the company, who thJi do w. ary thing 
they think neccflarv for the (ecurltv of the laid 
places ; which fhall be commanded by captains 
■and officers of all ranks, which the company may 
appoint in what manner they think heft; pro- 
vided always that they take an oath of fidelity to 
us, and afterwards a particular oath to the (aid 
company. 

XXXVIII. And to favour the more the inha- 
bitants of the laid ceded countries, and to induce 
our fubjedts to dwell therein, our plcafure is, that 
thofe who (hall pats into the faid countries, (hall 
enjoy the fame liberties and privileges as if they 
had (laid in the kingdom j and that thofe who 
(hall be born of them, and of the inhabitants of 
the faid countries converted to the catholick, apo- 
ftolick, and Roman faith, (hall be reputed and 
efteemed denizens and citizens of France, and as 
fuch be capable of all ludceflicns, gifts, legacies, and 

other 
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other difpofitions, without being obliged to ob- 
_.tin any letters of naturalization ; and that the ar- 
tizans who may have exercifed their arts and 
trades in the faid countries during eight fucceflive 
years, by bringing certificates from the officers of 
the places where they dwelt, attefted by the di- 
rectors of the company, {hall be reputed matters 
of their trades in all the cities of our kingdom 
where they mail incline >0 fettle, without any 
exception. 

XXXIX. II any captures are made by the com-* 
patty'-, filin'. ;n the enemies of the ftatc beyond 
the line, . . ■! in tir. leas of the ceded countries, 
they ih 11 belong u. d.enr. and -hall be judged by 
the officers eKublfihed in the places of the faid 
countries whither they caj- molt conveniently be 
Carried, according Lo the ordinances of the ma- 
rine, laving tite appeal to the fovereign juftice. 

XL. We promile the faid company to defend 
them againtt all, and to employ the force of our 
arms on all occalions to maintain them in the en- 
tire liberty of trade and navigation, and to pro- 
cure them iatisfatlion for all injuries done them, 
in cafe any nation fliali make attempts againtt 
them j and to caufe efcort their outward and 
homeward bound veflels, at our own charge and 
expence, by fuch a number of fhips of war as 
the company fhall have occafion for, not only 
thro’ all the coafts of Europe and Africa, but 
even unto the Indies. 

XL 1 . We promile to caufe furnilh the com- 
pany for their armaments and equipments with the 
quantity of a hundred meafures.of fait for faking 

their 
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their provifions at Havre-de- Grace, or other con- 
venient places, by the hands of the commifiaries 
of the granaries, at the merchants price, provided 
always that they fliall ufe it with good faith with- 
out abufing the fame. 

XLII. We have granted to the company the 
liberty of taking for their arms an efcutcheon of a 
round form, an azure ground, and the field loaded 
with golden flowers de luce, and for a motto 
Florcbo quocumque ferar , and for fupporters two 
figures, one of peace, and the other of plenty ; 
which arms the company may ufe in their feals, 
and caufe them to be placed on their cannons, 
arms, fhips, buildings, and wherever they fliall 
think proper. 

XLIII. The company fliall be exempt during 
the time of their prefent privilege from all duties 
of entry on wood, hemp, iron, cordage, warlike 
ftores, and other things neceflary for building and 
victualling their fliips, and likewile the faid fliips 
fliall be exempt from the duties of the admiralty. 

XLIV. The merchandizes which fliall come 
fr©m the Indies, and be landed in the ports of this 
kingdom, to be afterwards iranfported into foreign 
countries, fliall pay no duties at coming in or go- 
ing out, but fliall be depofited in the cuftom- 
houfes of the places where they arrive, if there 
are any; and if there are none, they fliall be 
marked and depofited until they are carried away; 
at which places the company’s factors fliall make 
a declaration of them to the proprietors or com- 
miflioners of thv. rive gi and farms, figned by one 
of the directors of the company ; and when the 

factors 
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factors incline to transport them elfewhere, they 
{hall take an acquittance, provided that in a cer- 
tain time he produces a certification that they are 
arrived at the deftined place j and merchandizes 
that are not known and in the tarif (hall pay three 
per cent, according to a valuation that {hall be 
made of them by the chamber of general direc- 
tion of our city of Paris. 

XLV. And to (hew our paternal goodnefs to 
our fubjedts, and to further the eftablilhment of 
the company fo advantageous to private perfons 
and the ftate, we promife to advance immedi- 
ately one fifth of all the expences which (hall be 
necefiary for the three firft equipments ; fo that 
we {hall immediately caufe to be delivered to the 
overfeer appointed by the company to receive the 
money, the fum of three hundred thoufand livres 5 
and when he {hall have received of the proprietors 
four hundred thoufand livres, we {hall caufe to be 
delivered to him three hundred thoufand livres 
more, and fo fucceffively to the fum of three 
millions of livres for the three fifths of the fum 
of fifteen millions of livres, at which we have 
fixed the total funds of the company j which three 
fifths we {hall furnifh the firft year, in proportion 
as the proprietors {hall furnifh four, provided 
that we {hall furnifh nothing for the two follow- 
ing years ; which fum we lend to the company 
without any intereft, and even without taking 
part therein j but are fatisfied with the obligation 
of the company to repay us the faid fum without 
intereft at the end of the ten firft years, reckoning 
from the day when the firft capital fund of the 

company 
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company fhall be compleated ; and in cafp it fhall 
be found by a general accompt at the end of the 
laid ten years that the company has loft of its 
capital, our pleafure is, that all the lofs fhall fall 
on the fum we have advanced to the company^ 
the accompt of all the effects of which fhall be 
fettled by the chamber of general direction at 
Paris, without the company’s being obliged to 
accompt in our chamber of accompts or elfe- 
where, from which we have difpenfed and dif- 
penfe by thefe prefents. 

XLVI. And that the company may be the 
better able to fupport the expences they will ne- 
ccftarily be at for let dements in countries fo re- 
mote, we promife to caufe pay to them for 
every voyage of their fhips which fhall be fitted 
out and loaded in the ports and harbours of France, 
to land them in the faid ceded countries, and 
which fhall return into the kingd mi, the fum of 
fifty livres'tonrnois for every ton of merchandizes 
which they fhall carry into the faid countries, and 
the fum of feventy-iive livres for every ton which 
they fliall bring back and land in this kingdom ; 
whereof we have made and make a prefen t to the 
company, to whatever fum the whole may 
amount, without there being occafiou for any 
other letters than thefe prefents. We will, and 
it is our pleafure, that the faid fums fliall be paid 
to the general cafhier of the company, by the 
keeper of our royal treafury, on the certification 
of two of the laid directors, and palled vyithout 
difficulty in the accounts belonging thereto. 

XLVII, 
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XLVII. And in as much as the fuccefs of this 
great dehgn will particularly depend on the con- 
dud: and vigilance of the diredors, we promifc 
to thofe who fhall have well acquitted themfelves 
of the faid employs, to grant them marks of ho- 
nour which fhall pafs to their pofterity, even to 
thofe of the officers and members of the general 
council, which fhall be eftablifhed by the com- 
pany at Madagafcar, or at the chief feat of the 
commerce in the Indies. 

Given at Vincennes, in the month of Auguft, 
the year of grace 1664, and of our reign the 
twentv-fecond. Signed LEWIS, and be- 
low, DE GUINEGAUD. 

Thefe letters patent were regiftered in Septem- 
ber, in the parliament, the chamber of accompts, 
and the court of aids, with a general applaufe j 
and fo much the more, that on the 7th of Au- 
gull the king had given an order on the royal trea- 
fury for three hundred thoufand livres, to be paid 
to the cafhier of the company. 

Such was the eagernefs of the great Colbert to 
form the company, fuch were the motives and 
means he employed to make this projed fucceed', 
and to engage adventurers ; the zeal was equal on 
both fides. The company difperfed on this fub- 
jed many writings and bills thro’ Paris and the 
principal cities of the kingdom. 

The firft of thofe writings contained the regu- 
lations and the policy which fhould be obferved 
in the colony defigned for Madagafcar. They be- 
gan by declaring, that they would pay a particular 
and fevere attention to do honour to the holy name 

of 
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of God. That blafphemers Should be rigoroufly 
punifhed. That no other religion fhoufd be to- 
lerated but the catholick. The exercife whereof 
fhould be performed with as much exadtnefs, de- 
cency, and ceremonies, as in France itfelf. Rapes, 
adultery, and libertinifm, were forbidden under 
levere penalties : theft committed on the natives 
was to be equally punifhed j and murder, aflaffi- 
nation, duels, and all manner of injuftice and vio- 
lence. Laftly, they declared that the laws of the 
kingdom of France fhould be obferved there in all 
their extent. 

The feverity of thefe flatutes did not prevent 
a great concourfe of people offering to embark 
themfelves for that diflant country. On the 7th 
of March, 1 665, the year following, four fhips, 
the firfl of the new company, carrying 520 men, 
and fitted out, partly as fhips of war, and partly 
as merchantmen, fet fail from the harbour of 
Breft for Madagafcar, where they arrived the 
10th of July, after a voyage of four months and 
three days. As foon as they arrived, they changed 
the name of Madagafcar to that of IJle Dauphinc , 
as an acknowledgement to God, fays the declara- 
tion which ordered this change, for the favours 
he poured down daily fo plentifully on the royal 
family, and in particular for having bleffed the mar- 
riage of his majefty with the birth of a dauphine, 
(then four years of age) who, in his infancy, gave 
fuch early and promifing hopes of fucceeding one 
day to the piety and virtue of his forefathers. Six- 
teen years before, that is to fay, in 1649, the 
fieur Flacourt, governor of the conquered coup- 
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tries, had given the name the IJIe of Bourbon to 
Mafcaregne, an illand in the neighbourhood of 
Madagascar. 

While they were intent on fitting out a Second 
fleet, the company wanting adventurers, fixed up 
printed papers, where they declared they had re- 
folved to make thofe who fettled in the colony, 
proprietors of as much land as they could labour, 
themfelves, their families, and Servants. This 
contained a description of the country, and the 
conditions that Should be granted to thofe who 
went thither. Thefe two points appear to me of 
importance. 

“ The air of the Ifle of Dauphine, Said the 
company, is very temperate ; two- thirds of the 
year are like the Spring ; the other third is not 
hotter than the Summer in France ; people live 
there to one hundred, and a hundred and twenty 
years of age. 

The fruits there are very good and plentiful ; 
pulfe, peas, and all Sorts of roots, are good and 
very wholfome. Rice is gathered three times a 
year ; European grain grows better there than in 
France j and there are vines, which if cultivated, 
would yield extremely good wine. 

There are great quantities of oxen, cows, 
goats, hogs, and other cattle. There are gold, 
lilver, lead, cotton, wax. Sugar, tobacco, black 
and white pepper, ebony, all forts of dying wood, 
and other good merchandizes. Nothing is want- 
ing but men who have the addrefs to make ufe of 
thefe things, and to fet the negroes, the inhabi- 
tants of the country, to work, who are docile, 

• obedient. 
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obedient, and fubmiffive to what is commanded 
them. Thofe who are acquainted with 1 the cul- 
ture of thefe forts of merchandizes would make 
great advantages thereby. Silk- worms are very 
common upon the trees, and produce filk which 
is very fine and eafily wrought. 

To give opportunity to every one to par- 
take of thofe advantages, all perfons of both fexes 
who offer themfelves fliall have their paffage in 
the company’s fhips, which will fet fail in the 
month of July next of the prefent year 1665, in 
order to be fettled in colonies on the Ifle Dauphine, 
in which, immediately after their arrival, lands 
{hall be diftributed among them for their proper 
abode, in perpetuity, and to their heirs and af- 
fignees, paying a fmall duty for each meal'ure, 
without any other charge ; and fliall be main- 
tained during their paffage and three months after 
their arrival in the ifland ; which expence they 
{hall reimburfe to the company at a very reafon- 
able rate, and the fum agreed upon fliall be paid 
them in merchandizes which they fliall have ga- 
thered or traded for in the ifland, at three terms, 
every one a year, the firfi: falling a year after their 
fettlement j and they fliall befurnifhed with goods, 
utenfils, and neceffary cloaths, in the ifland, at a 
very reafonable price. 

It will be obferved, that all Frenchmen hav- 
ing gone to the Ifle Dauphine and other places of 
the Indies, who fliall have ftaid there the fpace of 
eight years, fliall be received as matters of their 
arts and trades in all cities of the kingdom, con- 
formable to the 38th article of the king’s declara- 
tion of 1664. For 
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** For the inftrudtion of the paffengers, the com- 
pany his, and fliaM carry in all their fhips, mif- 
fionaries and ecclefiafticks, ^nd brothers of the 
charity, phyficians, furgeons, and apothecaries, to 
take cai*e of their health.” 

Hitherto the company feem to have confined 
themfelves to the Ifle Dauphine, and the advan- 
tages they began to draw from thence, gave them 
the greateft expe&ations for the future. Two 
foreigners who offered them their fervice, excited 
them to carry their views farther. The firft was 
a Dutchman, named Caron, (;) who had been 
prefident of the commerce of the republick at 
Japan, and out of difcontent had retired into 
France. The fecond was named Marcara Avan- 
chinz, a native of Ifpahan in Perfia, who had 
fpent a great part of his life in the Eaft-Indles in 
tfie quality of a merchant. Mr. Colbert engaged 
the firft to go to make a fettlement for the com- 
pany in the Indies and Japan in 1666. The 
fame year, and a fhort time after, Marcara the 
Perfian fet fail, in order to co-operate with him 
in the fame caufe, being inverted with the title 
of counfellor to the fovereign council of the Ifle 
Dauphine, and director of all the factories of the 
company in the Indies, Perfia, and the country 
of the lbuth. 

But inftead of atfting in concert, a jealoufy arofc 
between the two chiefs, and Caron got the better 
Vol. II. D of 

(/) See on this epocha the voyages of Soachu de Rennefort. 
Part II. 1. i, & ii. They are excellent for the beginning of the 
InJian company. Buc I cannot make ufe of then* without run- 
ning into impiopei uigreflions. * 
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of his rival, who was condemned and recalled by 
the company. He pleaded his caufe before the 
publick by memorial, which he difperfed in his 
juftification. What perfonal things we find there 
are no longer interefting, but they contain a great 
many fa< 9 :s, which inform us in what manner the 
firft eftabliihment of the French company in the 
Eaft-Indies was formed, in which he had cer- 
tainly the largeft lhare. His apology gives us all 
the detail neceffary for our fubjed, which is no 
where elfe to be met with. 

“ The fieur Marcara, fay his memoirs, de- 
parted from the Ifle Dauphine, the 1 5th of Oc- 
tober 1667, with the fieur Caron, in order to 
fettle the firftiadory of the company at the Indies 
in the city of Surat. The 24th of December, 
(that is, after a voyage of two months and nine 
days they touched at Cochin in order to take it- 
frefliment there, and were received with great 
civilities by the officers of the Dutch garrifon. 
From thence, they arrived at Suali, the port of 
Surat, the 13th of February 1668. The fieur 
Caron made a purchafe of fome very bad indigo 
there, in Ipite of all the fieur Marcara could do 
to the contrary. Thus the company having re- 
ceived it, were diflatisfied, and made complaints 
about it. The ffiip after that fet fail the 29th of 
April 1668, for the Ifle Dauphine, where it ar- 
rived the 2 1 ft of June, after a voyage of lei's than 
two months. 

The 19th of Odobcr following, the fieur 
Marcara fet fail again for Surat, together with the 
fieurs de Faye and Goujon, all in different jfhips, 

and 
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and arrived at Suali the 15th of March 1 669. Some 
days afterwards it was determined in the coun- 
cil of the company, that the /hips named Marie % 
the Aigle d'or , and la Flute , fhould be freighted, 
in order to be fent to different places. The charge 
of this was committed to the lieurs Marcara and 
Goujon, whereof they acquitted themfelves to 
the fatisfadtion of all the world. 

The fame council afterwards refolved, that the 
fieur Marcara fhould go to the court of the king 
of Golconda, to obtain from him the powers and 
privileges neceffary for the company to trade in 
his dominions, to buy up, and caufe goods to be 
manufactured there, and to eftablifh a factory of 
the company at Mafulipatan. 

According to this fecond determination, the 
fieur Marcara departed from Surat for Golconda, 
the 13 th of May 1669, not having been able to 
do it fooner, on account of the deceafe of the 
fieur de Faye, general director, which happened 
at Surat the 2d of May 1669, as unexpected as 
it was prejudicial to the company. He landed at 
Golconda the 21ft of June following, with four 
commilfaries who accompanied him, and was 
very fplendidly entertained by Anazarbec, his re- 
lation, one of the principal men at the court, and 
by the king’s fon-in-law, both his old friends, 
who did him all manner of good offices. They 
fpoke to the king in fo obliging a manner, that 
that prince ordered Jabarbec, governor of Mafu- 
lipatan, to hear the propofals of the fieur Marcara, 
and make a report to him. 

D z The 
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The fieur Marcara having been informed of 
this, made feveral vifits to Jabarbec, wherein he 
entertained him with the greatnefs of the French 
king, the glory of the French nation, and the 
merit of the company, which eagerly defired to 
have his permiffion for trading in the eftates of 
the king of Golconda. He allured him that was 
the only motive that led him to court, and for 
which he wilhed the honour of an audience from 
the king. 

Jabarbec heard him with pleafure and applaufe, 
and gave him a favourable anfwer. He teftified 
no lcfs fatisfadtion with the king’s picture, which 
Marcara Ihewed him. He treated him and all 
his company magnificently, made him very rich 
prefents, amongft others, a Perfian horfe worth 
1800 livres, and gave him his word he would 
make an ample report to the king of all he had 
faid and propoled to him. 

In the interval of thofe negotiations, the 
Dutch, who had advice of it, fpared underhand 
no prefents nor money to prevent the fieur Mar- 
cara having audience of the king of Golconda, or 
obtaining what he delired of him. 

To evade this tempeil, the fieur Marcara wrote 
the king a letter in the Perfian language, in which, 
after having reprelented in a very refpe&ful man- 
ner, that he had waited at the court a long time, 
without having been able to obtain an a udi e n ce 
of his majdlv, which he follicited fo eagerly, he 
fupplicated him in a very humble manner to 
grant him that honour as loon as circumftances 

would 
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would permit him. This meafure had all the 
good effects the Pcrfian could have hoped from 
it. The king of Golconda received him very 
gracioufly ; he heard him with attention ; and, 
teftifying a lingular efteem for the king of France, 
he promifed, in conlideration of him, to grant to 
the company he had eftabli/hed for the Indian 
commerce, a full liberty of trading in all his do- 
minions. The fieur Marcara then made the 
prince a prefent of the king’s picture, which he 
accepted, and, to /hew his efteem for it, imme- 
diately gave orders to have it fet in a frame of 
mafly gold. The fieur Marcara made him like- 
wife a prefent of five pieces of very fine French 
gold brocade, thirteen pieces of Dutch cloth, 
eleven mirrors, four double louifdors worth about 
38ooroupees, and three great chefts of the beft 
Perfian wine, which the prince accepted with 
pleafure j and by way of acknowledgement, gave 
the fieur Marcara, and all who accompanied him, 
very rich cloaths after the country fa/hion. 

After fo favourable an audience, the Perfian 
gave advice of it to the fieur Caron, the general 
director, and to the council at Surat j and upon 
the king’s promife to grant him all he defired, he 
fent a merchant and a factor of the company to 
• Mafulipatan, in order to make fure of a houfe to 
fettle a factory there, with the money that was 
. neceflary to buy up mercantile goods. 

About the 1 5th of Odtober, the officers of the 
king of Golconda brought the fieur Marcara a 
firman, or letters patent, which having read, he 
found was not in the form he wkhed : he thanked 

D 7 them 
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them for their trouble, and gave them hack the 
firman, refuting to accept it. He follicited ano- 
ther, which had not the reftridtions of the firft, 
and he fpent near two months in obtaining it. A 
fadtor, impatient at this delay, wrote to Surat 
and Mafulipatan, that the fieur Marcara was be- 
traying the company, and that there was no ap- 
pearance of his obtaining the firman he follicited 
for. 

The fequel made the contrary appear, and 
fiiewed the dexterity of the fieur Marcara in 
affairs. The 5th of December of the fame year, 
j 669, he received the firman in the moft ample 
and favourable form that had ever been granted 
by the king of Golconda. Thefe letters gave 
liberty to the French company, to carry on all, 
and fuch trades as they fhould think fit in the 
kingdom for ever, without paying any duty either 
at the entrance or clearing of fhips, whether they 
belonged to the king or the company.” 

It is remarkable, that the Dutch had at all 
times made extraordinary follicitations, and given 
immenfe prefents to the king of Golconda, that 
they might obtain the like privilege, but could 
never bring it about. If the Englith obtained it 
in 1655, it was by the intervention of an extra- 
ordinary cmballador, by immenle prefents, and 
twenty years fervices by fea for the interefts of the 
king of Golconda. The fieur Marcara, provided 
with his firman, took leave of the king, and re- 
turned to Mafulipatan the 26th of December, in 
order to fettle the company’s fa&ory there. 

. Mamontbek 



the EAST-INDIES. 


39 

Mamontbek, who had fucceeded Jabarbec a 
little before in the government of that city, was 
advertifed of it by letter, in which the king com- 
manded him to do more honour to Marcara than 
to any other ftranger. Accompanied by all the 
great men of the country, he went to meet him 
two leagues from Mafulipatan, received him in 
a magnificent manner, and conducted him to his 
palace with great ceremony. He immediately 
caufed the firman, which the fieur Marcara pre- 
prefented to him, to be made publick in a folemn 
manner, and to be regiftered in the chancellary 
of Mafulipatan, promising to take care it fhould 
be punctually executed. Then he conducted him 
to the houfe that had been hired for the com- 
pany’s fadtory, where he refided, and managed 
the commerce in the belt manner poffible. 

He was in this fituation, when in 1671, he 
was informed by a letter from Bactavia, that the 
fieurs Guefton and Blot, general directors of the 
company, had left France to come to Surat, in 
order to prefide at the council and in the com- 
merce of the company ; and that Mr. de la Haye 
accompanied them with a confiderable army. 
The two directors arrived at lait, bringing with 
them a long memorial from Mr. Colbert, which 
made a new regulation for the council and of- 
ficers of the company at Surat, which turned out 
and directed the trial of Marcara’s friends, with- 
out however naming him, or charging him in any 
manner, and gave the firft rank every where to 
the fieur Guefton, the fecond in the Indies to the 

D 4 fieur 
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fieur Caron, Marcara’s rival, and the third to the 
fieur Blot. 

“ The arrival of thefb directors, the memoirs 
of the fieur Marcara refume in this place, was not 
agreeable to the fieur Caron, becaufe he appre- 
hended they would examine into his conduct, 
and compare it with his rival’s, whom he had 
decried at the court of France. He exerted him- 
felf in fettling a fa&ory at Bantam, and on that 
account gave a petty prince of the country 30000 
roupies, amounting to 45000 livres, without any 
advantage to the company. Immediately after 
this, he went aboard the St. Paul, accompanied 
with the Vulture, and bent his courfe to Surat. 
At laft he went for France, under pretence of 
carrying thither a veffel loaded with eaffern mer- 
chandizes, which arrived at Port Lewis the 26th 
of May 1673. But not daring to land himfelf 
with all the treafures he had amafied at the ex- 
pence of the company, and fearing he might be 
called to account for it, he refolved to fave him- 
felf in Portugal. When he entered the harbour 
of Lilbon, the cables of his (hip failed all on a 
fudden, the veffel (pi it in two, and thus he pe- 
riled with all his riches.” 

One great advantage attending the memoirs and 
the caufe of the fieur Marcara, is this ; that the 
king having taken cognizance of his affair, which 
had been examined by Monf. Colbert, iolemnly 
difeharged him by an arret of his council, of all 
the falfe imputations wherewith his enemies had 
apeufed him. And indeed, we can never enough 

commend 
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command his zeal, his difintereftednefs, and the 
great ferVice which he had performed to the 
.company by the privileges he obtained of the king 
of Golconda, and which would have, been fol- 
lowed with confequences ftill more advantageous, 
had he not been obliged to return into France. 
It is alfo true, that the lieur Caron fettled facto- 
ries at Surat, and at Bantam ; but this was no hard 
matter in a country where ftrangers are not ex- 
cluded from trading. The great point was to ob- 
tain the exemption from duties on commodities, 
and this is what the fieur Marcara brought to 
pafs, to whom the company will be eternally ob- 
liged, as to one of her principal founders in the 
Eaft- Indies. 

The advantages which he procured for the 
company in the kingdom of Golconda, were fo 
much the more valuable, as they began to per- 
ceive the fmall profits that were ’to be made in 
the ifle Dauphine. Befides, every thing was very 
ill managed in that ifland by the directors and 
prefidents of the council, who changed all the 
regulations made by the king and by the com- 
pany j both in refpedt of the conditions agreed 
upon with the new Inhabitants, the appointments 
of the factors, the manner of employing the com- 
pany’s funds, whereof 40000 livres had been 
found to have been embezzled, and for which the 
king ordained a rigorous enquiry to be made by 
an arret of the ifi of April 1669. His majefty 
having taken upon himfelf the lofies which the 
company ftiould fuftain in the firft ten years of 
this, enterprize, was in a particular manner intc- 

* refted 
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refted in repreffing thofe abufes. He determined 
to take back the fovereignty of the ifle £)auphine 
which he had yielded in property to the company, 
by the articles 27th, 28th, 29th, of the cele- 
brated edift of 1664, and which the company 
willingly abandoned. This change was decided 
by an arret of the 12th of November 1670. 

The company turned their hopes with better 
grounds to the coaft of the Eaft-Indies. The fo- 
vereign council of the ifle Dauphine having been 
fcpprefied, was transferred to Surat under the di- 
rection of the fieurs Guefton, Caron, Blot, and 
Baron, to whom were given full powers both in 
civil and criminal cafes, by letters patent of the 
month of January 1671. The king had already 
granted two millions to fupport this new enter- 
prize, when it was known that the fleurs Caron 
and Marcara were happily arrived on the coaft of 
Coromandel. This is known from an arret of 
the council of the finance of the 2 1 ft of Septem- 
ber 1668. This was followed by ieveral others, 
which confirmed and augmented the privileges of 
the proprietors, fuch as exemption from all local 
duties, grants upon their merchandize, that of 
grabeau, aunage, and one per cent. 

We mu ft add to thefe favours, the permiffion 
granted the company, by a declaration of the 
month of June 1666, to make eftablifhments at 
Port Lewis for their magazines, and at a place 
called Feandick, and others, along the rivers 
Hennelon and Ponfcot, for dock-yards fit for the 
building of their fhips. They had alfo granted 

them 
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them to .this effect by the fame declaration, all 
void and wafte places belonging to the king, 
which were in the place abovementioned. It is 
from this that Port 1 ’ Orient was formed, which 
the company of the Indies poflefs to this day in 
abfolute property and lordfhip, conform to the 
title of conceflion, and without any tax or duties, 
except the foie fue and homage -liege at each fuc- 
cefiion to the crown. 

Altho’ the privileges of the company of the 
Eaft-Indies feem to comprehend in general all the 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, not- 
withflanding a new company was formed at the 
fame time, that is to fay, in j 660, which had the 
trade to China for it’s particular objedt. One 
Fermanel, a rich merchant of Rouen, feems to 
have been the author and principal conductor of 
it. According to the fcheme which he pub- 
lifhed, a fund was required of 220000 livres or 
thereabouts, as well for the fitting out of Ihips, as 
for purchafe of merchandize proper for the trade 
of the Eaft. The aflurances which he gave of 
making their fortune, engaged feveral perfons of 
all ranks to become proprietors. However, no 
more than 140000 livres could be made up, as we 
learn from the fubfcriptions of the perfons en- 
gaged. 

The articles of this undertaking were fettled in 
the houfe of the fieur 1’ Haile, the 15th of April 
1660 ; and they comprehended twenty-three 
heads. It is there faid, that it’s principal objedt 
was the glory of God, and the propagation of the 

faith j 
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ikith j and to gain credit to this pretext^ bifhops 
and mifiionaries were to have been lent aboard 
the Ihip, whofe expences were to be borne, and 
who lhould labour in the converfion of the infi- 
dels. They were to land thefe prelates named 
by the pope, in one or more ports of Tonquin, 
Cochinchina, or China, in their own option. 
They were to be entreated to take particular care 
that none of the funds of the company were 
mifapplied, and that a good and faithful regifter 
lhould be kept of all the purchafes, and fales of 
commodities, made by the faftors. They were 
to be empowered to caufe money to be given to 
thofe factors for extraordinary contingencies, and 
to go, if need were, farther into the countries to 
difcover and learn their commerce. 

Fermanel- had in charge to build in Holland or 
elfewhere, a Ihip from three to four hundred tons, 
to arm, equip, and provide her in every thing after 
the manner of the Hollanders ; the whole for 
two years, that is to fay, for fo long a time as was 
neceflary to go and return, for the greater fecu- 
rity. Fermanel might take what number of of- 
ficers and lailors he judged neceflary, without, 
however, admitting above twelve or fifteen fo- 
reigners, amongft whom one or two were to have 
been fuch as were expert in the commerce of 
China. But neither were to be paid till their re- 
turn. 

All the merchandizes which lhould proceed 
from that voyage, were to be fold in common in 
order to keep up the price, and not to be divided 
. according 
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according to their different fpecies. Before that 
the flock and profits fhould be diftributed, it was 
agreed to take up fo much of as it fhould be ne- 
ceflary for a fecond voyage, &c. 

The profits were fo far from being confiderable 
enough to engage in a new enterprize, that it ap- 
pears that they ftuck at the firft, the bad fuccefs 
of which diffolved the company. It is not even 
known whether they obtained of the king letters 
confirming that eftablifhment : for it was then a 
maxim among the Chinefe to fhut up their ports 
from all foreign nations, for fear that the frequency 
of ftrangers might corrupt their laws, or give oc- 
cafion to form enterprizes againft their liberties. 
The emperor who reigned in that kingdom in 
1685, was the firft who changed this policy* Im- 
mediately the Indians and Europeans hurried into 
this trade; but the fituation of the French did 
not permit them to carry on any trade thither but 
what was very inconfiderable. It was not till the 
year 1698, that the new company of China was 
formed, as I fhall relate in it’s place. 

The company privileged to trade in the Eaft- 
Indies, was fo far from being in a condition to 
augment their commerce, that they had loft a 
confiderable part of their funds, a thing almoft 
inevitable, in all beginnings of enterprizes. The 
king being informed of this by the general ac- 
count laid before the aflembly of Paris, took this 
misfortune into his confideration, and was faithful 
to the promile he had made. The 13 th of Sep- 
tember he made a declaration, by which he or- 
dained 
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dained a repartition of ten per cent, to all the pro- 
prietors of the company, who had been found to 
have exadtly performed the advancement of the 
funds, which they had undertaken to pay at dif- 
ferent terms, and he granted a particular gratifi- 
cation to the directors of the company, as well as 
to the widows of the perfons concerned. In order 
to give them a new proof of his zeal and attach- 
ment, he addsj “ Having regard to the Ioffes 
which the company has fuftained in the begin- 
ning of their eftabliihment, and fince that time, 
which have been found to exceed the four mil- 
lions which we have agreed to lend them, and 
have caufed to be paid into the treafury of the 
faid company, on the conditions which our edidt 
bears' of the 20th of September i66S, we have 
difcharged, and by thefe prefents do difcharge, 
the company and their dire&ors, from the faid 
fum of four millions of livres, abfolving them 
from making reftitution of all or any part, and 
from giving any manner of account in our chamber 
of accounts, board of finances, or elfewhere ; 
holding ourfelves fatisfied with the enquiry made 
into the affairs of the company by the commif- 
fioners by us deputed to that effedt.” 

Monf. Colbert, ever equally zealous for an efta- 
blifhment, whereof he forefaw the future fuc- 
ceffes, however unprofperous they had hitherto 
been, procured to the company, in the montk of 
February 1676, a new arret, which exempted, 
from all duties inwards and outwards, all mer- 
chandize bought at the publick fales of the com- 
pany 
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pany of the Indies, conform to the 44th of the 
famous declaration of 1 664. The proprietors of 
the four great farms had obtained a contrary arret 
of the 2d of September 1673, and the 4th of 
September 1 674. But the king difpenfes with it 
by this other arret above-mentioned, excepting 
only fuch goods as fhould be tranfported to Lyons, 
which fhould pay one fourth only of the duties 
inwards, and the cufloms of the faid city. 

Notwithflanding the fmall profits arifing from 
the trade to the Indies, the king’s protection kept 
up their hopes, and brought from time to time 
new proprietors to engage, or private merchants 
who were willing to engage in the trade to the 
Eaft, without entering into the company of the 
Indies. His majefty gave permiffion to thefe 
with reftridtions, which (hewed his concern for 
the intereft of the company. Thefe conditions 
were, ill. That the private merchants (hould 
make ufe of the company’s fhips for carrying 
goods and paffengers, as well going out as return- 
ing. 2dly, That they fhould pay on both thefe 
accounts, the freight agreed upon before their 
departure. 3dly, That goods imported as re- 
turns on the account of private merchants, fhould 
be lodged in the company’s warehoufes, to be 
there publickly fold together with thofe of the 
company, to the highell bidder, excepting pearls, 
diamonds, and precious Hones, which fhould be 
reftored to the private proprietors. 4thly, That 
of all other merchandizes that fhould have been 
fold with thofe of the company, the amount of 
the fale fhould be exactly paid to the private pro- 

prie.ors, 
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prietors, in money and bills of exchange, in 
the fame manner as they fhould have been paid by 
the buyers themfelves, deducing the duties in- 
wards due to the king, the payment of which 
the directors were to take upon themfelves for the 
proprietors. 5thly, That this permiflion ihould 
hold good for five years only, to commence on the 
ift of April 1682. Laftly, That if it was found 
that this permiflion was prejudicial to the intc- 
refts of the company, the directors Ihould be 
empowered to revoke it, or caufe it to ceafe in 
whole or in part, or to prorogate and extend it 
for their own advantage, for fo long time, and 
in what manner they fhould judge it expedient. 
And all this, notwithftanding the 27th article of 
the declaration of 1664, with which the king 
difpenfes in this refpedt only. This permiflion is 
dated the 20th of January 1682. 

This regard for the company did not prevent a 
treaty with which they were very ill fatisfied, and 
which was not only prejudicial, but fcandalous, 
as fhewing the fmall degree of confidence that 
the people repofed in them, butalfo their weaknefs 
and declining Condition, In order to diflipate 
thefe notions of the publick, and to create a more 
advantageous opinion of them, there was held a 
third general meeting in the month of April 
1684, in which it was found tliat the company’s 
funds were reduced to three millions, three hun- 
dred and fifty -three thoufand, nine hundred and 
fixtv-fix livres, thirteen fous, and four deniers. 
This decreafe was attributed, ift, to the war with 
the Dutch from the year 1672 to 1678, in which 
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they had done us abundance of damage both at 
fea and in the Indies ; 2dlv, to the bad conduct 
of the directors and fadtors ; 3dly, to the negli- 
gence or timidity of the proprietors, who had 
been very much behindhand in the advance of 
the funds which had been agreed upon. To re- 
medy all thefe abufes, it was decided, that all the 
old diredtors in the general chamber of Paris, all 
particular chambers, and thofe employed in them, 
ihould be fupprefled : that twelve directors fhould 
be named out of the proprietors of the city of 
Paris, who fhould have furnifhed at leaft 30000 
livres of a new fund for their part of the fupple- 
inent, in place of thofe proprietors who had not 
paid up their fourth. That the fums requilite, 
which were to be delivered at the general board 
of the company, fhould be paid to thofe twelve 
officers } and that they alone Ihould have the ad- 
miniftration and general diredtion of* them. That 
thofe proprietors who fhould not have paid up 
their fourth, as had been ordained, fhould for- 
feit the interefts and capitals which they had in 
the company^ and that thofe who in their de- 
fault fhould pay up this fum in two years with- 
out intereft, be fubflituted in their rights. 

This regulation was confirmed by a declaration 
of the king, of the month of February 1685; 
wherein the king adds, that he leaves to the 
company the liberty of keeping in fovereigpty 
the ifle Dauphine, or of reftoring it to him, in 
their own option. Altho’ they had given it up 
in the year 1670, as a burthenfBme pofieffion, 
and that the fovereign council had beet) transfer- 
Vol. II. E * red 
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red to Surat, the king was «ftill willing to give . 
them their choice } but they did not hefitate to 
abandon it entirely ; and their renounciation was 
ratified by an arret of the 4th of June 1686. 

This* change and reform which the company 
had made in their adminiftration fomewhat re- 
vived their hopes. It received additional increafe 
by the treaty concluded between the king of Siam 
and Lewis XIV. by the means of Monf. Con- 
ftance, minifter of the Indian prince, and Monf. 
de Chaumont our embaflador, the 10th of De- 
cember 1685. If thefe conventions had been 
fincere on the part of the king of Siam, the ca- 
tholick religion and commerce would very foon 
have made great progrefs in his eftates. But thofe 
flatterers who had pretended the fending manda- 
rins on behalf of the king of Siam, who they 
faid was willing to make an alliance with France, 
and to embrace chriftianity, made very little ado 
about the fmall fuccefs of our embaffy, or of the 
execution of the treaty which had been con- 
cluded j for it never took place with refpe£t to 
either of the two articles which were the objedt 
of it. 

This was not the only blow which the com- 
pany received at that time. One of the princi- 
pal articles of their commerce confifled in cloths of 
cotton, white or painted, and in fluffs worked 
with gold or filver, which they imported into 
France. They even caufed thefe cotton cloths to 
be painted at home in the manner of the Indies. 
The novelty 1 i>f thefe forts of goods, and the 
cheapnefs of them in the country, procured them 

a pro- 
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a prodigious fale, and funk the pride of moil 
part of the manufactures of the kingdom. 

However defirous the king was to protect the 
company, he could not difpenfe with putting a 
flop to the hurt which this trade did to that of 
France. On the remonftrances addreffed to him 
on the part of the farmers general, merchants 
and manufacturers, he gave an arret of the 27th 
of January 1687, forbidding the ufe of painted 
cottons of whatever fabrick they might be. I 
confine myfelf to relate the enaCting claufes : 
** His majelty grants leave to the company to 
have painted, if they think proper, the white 
cloths fold by them in the month of October laft 
preceding, as alfo thofe they have fince received, 
or may receive during this prefent year, by the 
fhips they have fent to the Indies 1685, and 1 686, 
till and including the laft of December 1688 only; 
till which time the molds ferving for the paint- 
ing of the faid cottons fhall not be broken, and 
that the faid cottons may be fold and retailed freely 
without incurring the penalties impofed by our 
arret j which time expired, and reckoning from 
the ift of January 1689, all manufactures efta- 
blifhed in the kingdom for the painting of cottons 
fhall ceafe, and the molds and uienfils be broken, 
with prohibition to repair them. His majefty 
likewife grants leave to the company to fell all 
painted cottons of the Indies which they have 
imported, or which fhall be imported op their 
account, till the laft of December 1687 inclufive, 
and to fuch merchants as fhall have^ bought them 
to retail, till the faid laft of December 1688 in- 

£ 2 clufive. 
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clufive, his majefty exprefsly prohibits* the faid 
company to import, fell, or retail in this king- 
dom, any painted cottons, under the penalties 
mentioned in our arret of the 26th of October 
laft preceding. Thofe which fhall be found re- 
maining in the hands of the merchants on the laft 
of December 1688, (hall be taken back by the 
directors of the company at their price on the 
fales, to be by them exported forth of the 
kingdom ; and with refpeCt to fluffs of filk, gold, 
filver, and barks of trees of the Indies, and of 
China, his majefly grants leave to the company 
to continue to trade in them, and to import to the 
amount of 1 50000 livres yearly ; as alfo to im- 
port all manner of white cottons, excepting fucli 
as are prohibited by our arret of the 26th of Oc- 
tober laft, and all other forts of wares and mer- 
chandizes of the produce of the countries in this 
grant, on payment of the duties fettled by the 
tarif of the month of September 1664 only; 
which fhall be alfo obferved with refpeCt to the 
painted cottons which the company is permitted 
to import till the laft of December next enfuing ; 
and all this, notwithftanding what is contained 
in our arrets of the 15th and 26th of October pre- 
ceding, on condition always of performing the 
engagements entered into by the faid directors, of 
fending out goods of the manufacture of France to 
the amount of 500000 livres yearly. His ma- 
jefty prohibits the farmers of the united farms and 
all others to exaCt any other or greater duties than 
thofe mentioned by the faid tarif, under the pe- 
nalty of being punifhed as extortioners.” 

The 
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The farmers general, who had obtained this 
arret, faw it put in execution with all the feverity 
imaginable. In the beginning of the year 1689, 
abfolute orders being iffued to break all the molds 
for painting of cottons, it became requifite to 
effedtuate the engagements which the company 
had entered into, to take hack the painted cot- 
tons fold to the merchants. They’ alledged dif- 
ferent excufes, in virtue whereof they obtained 
a farther delay of three months. But at laft it 
became neceffary to put them in execution j and 
all the favour which the king granted them, was 
to permit them to reimburfe the merchants in 
four equal payments, from three months to three 
months, taking back the goods unfold, at the 
fame price as they had bought them. From this 
time forwards, the company was not permitted to 
fell painted cottons in the kingdom, .except by ex- 
traordinary graces, fuch as thofe granted them in 
1701 and 1702, when they received from the 
Indies 7964 pieces of painted cottons, carpets and 
coverlets, and 1541 pieces made of bark of trees. 
They were permitted to fell them at Nantes ; and 
thofe merchants who (hould buy them, to retail 
them for a year after their being marked. This 
prohibition was fo much the more prejudicial to 
the company, as there was very confiderable pro- 
fit to be made on all forts of cottons, efpecially 
fuch as had been bought of Indian private mcr-» 
chants. 

With refpedt to fluffs of filk, gold, and fil- 
ver, we have feen by the foregoing arret, that 
perm’ifiion had been granted to import and ventl 

~E 3 .in 
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*n the kingdom, to the amount of 1 50000 livres 
yearly, on condition that they exported to the 
Indies the manufactures of France to the extent of 
500000 livres. This permiflion, which had 
been confirmed by different arrets, was abfolutely 
revoked in 1702, by a declaration which at the 
fame time prohibited the company to export into 
the countries of their grant, any other merchan- 
dize of France, than thofe which they might fell 
there to mod advantage. 

The cafe was not the fame with refpeCt to 
white cottons and muflins. The permiflioqi 
granted the company in 1687, to continue to 
trade in them, has been extended to the year 
1719, and always with the formality of the mark, 
but which could not but be very advantageous for 
the company, fince it was invented with no other 
view than to hinder the fale of any other cottons 
in the kingdom, than thofe of the company. 
Notwithftanding their effects were fometimes 
marked with the leads of the farmers general, or 
of the intendant of Britany, when they had no 
permiflion granted them to import a determinate 
number of cottons or fluffs. It is to be remarked, 
that the company of the Indies did not experi- 
ence thofe affecting changes, till after the death 
of Monf. Colbert, which happened in 1683. 
It appears that at that time (under M. de Pont- 
Chartrain,) the general farms enjoyed the good 
graces of the court ; this is evident from the moft 
part of the arrets given with refpeCt to the affairs 
tjjfputed between the two companies, during the 
jniniftry of this comptroller general. 


Thefe 
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Thefe. difputes about rights and privileges, 
broke out with animofity in 1700, when the 
company were brifkly attacked by the farmers 
general, who intended this procefs as plaintiffs. 
The arret which intervened on the 2d of No- 
vember on this fubjedt, informs us of all the par- 
ticulars of the hiftory of this conteft, which have 
any relation to this trade. 

M. Thomas Templier, farmer of the united 
general farms of his majefty, prefented a requeft 
to the king, praying that it might pleafe him to 
give order that the goods of the Eaft-India com- 
pany, arriving at Port Lewis, fhould be there 
marked and leaded, in order to be viewed at their 
arrival at Nantes. That mafters of veflels fhould 
be obliged to make their reports of them at the 
cuftom-houfe of Nantes, and to produce their in- 
voices and land permits ; and that after waiting 
till they fhould be unpacked and fearched, they 
fhould be difcharged in prefence of the commif- 
faries of the faid Templier, and lodged in the 
warehoufes of the company of the Indies under 
two keys, whereof the commiflaries of Templier 
were to have one. That thofe goods fhould be 
fubje&ed to the duties of the provoftfhip of Nantes, 
and all others united to the five great farms, which 
are payable at Ingrande in Anjou, over and above 
the duties of the tarif of 1664. That the faid 
company fhould be obliged to pay the duties upon 
iron bought for the building of their fhips. 

To this requeft, which tended to deftroy the 
company of the Indies, the directors oppofed 
another, in which they prayed the king to give 

E 4 * order 
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Order that the 44th article of the edidt of. the efta- 
blifhment of the faid company of the month of 
Augufl 1664, and the arrets given in confequence 
thereof, concerning the privileges of the faid 
company, might be executed according to their 
form and tenor. And further, that the goods of 
the company fhould be difcharged at 1’ Orient, 
at Port Lewis, and at Nantes, as ufual, and with- 
out being fubjedt to be fearched and leaded, or 
any other formalities to which the faid Templier 
pretended right : that the company might not be 
obliged to pay for the goods at their lales, in 
whatever place they were fold, other or greater 
duties in lieu of all duties inwards and of the 
united farms, than thofe of the tarif of 1664, and 
that only for the goods mentioned in the faid tarif, 
and three per cent, for fuch as are not exprefied 
therein, in purfuance of the arret of the 2 2d of 
November 1692. To condemn Templier and 
his fecurities to make payment and reftitution to 
the company of the fum of eighteen thoufand and 
odd livres, which had been paid for the duties of 
the provoftfhip of Nantes, according to the dif- 
chargc of the receiver, and all other fums received 
by them, or by their commiflaries and overfeers, 
as well for the faid duty of provofHLip, as for all 
the re-united duties of Ingrande, together with 
the interefts of the faid fums, from the day in 
which payment was made of them. To which 
effedt they fhall be conflrained by all methods, 
as lawful truftees or depofitaries j difeharging the 
farmers of the united farms, their commilTaries 
and overfeers, to^exruff any thing of the compaay 
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in lieu of the (aid«d^ies in all time coming, no 
more than for iron and other goods which they 
fhall buy or caufe to be bought for their account, 
to be made ufe of in building, careening, equip- 
ping, and victualling their fhips. 

The report of thefe two requefls being heard 
by Monf. de Chamillard, cpmptroller general of 
the finances, (M. de Pont-Chartrain being then 
chancellor) the king in council ordained, That 
the directors of the company of the Indies, or 
their commiflaries and overfeers, fhall be obliged 
to furnifh to the commiflaries of his majefty’s 
farms at Port Lewis, or other ports ofthe pro- 
vince of Britan v, where the fhips of the company 
of the Indies fhall arrive, a copy of the bills of 
lading of the faid lhips j and to deliver at the 
board of his majefty’s general farms at Paris, a 
copy ofthe invoices of the cargoes imported from 
the Indies in the faid fhips, the whole certified 
under the hands of the directors ; which being 
performed, the commiflaries of the farms of Port 
Lewis, or elfewhere, may not fearch nor lead 
any bales, parcels, or cafes, in which goods fhall 
have been imported, but fhall be allowed only to 
be prefent at the delivery of the faid goods, if they 
fee caufe : that fuch goods being tranfported by 
fea or land from Port Lewis to Nantes, fhall 
there be warehoufed at their arrival, in the ware- 
houfes of the company of the Indies, under the 
key of the directors only ; at the delivery of which 
goods at Nantes, the commiflaries of the farms 
may alfo be prefent, without the directors, com- 
miffaries, or overfeers of the. company of the 

Indies 
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Indies being obliged to adve^ife or wait on them; 
provided, however, that the matters of veflels 
ttiall be obliged to produce to the commiflaries of 
the farms at Nantes, when they arrive there, 
copies of their bills of lading, and the carriers over 
land, copies of their land permits j that as well 
the matters of veflels as land carriers, fhall make 
the ufual declarations of the goods with which 
they are loaded, and that after the fales, the dif- 
patches depending on the commiflaries of the 
farms fhall be delivered as ufual. As alfo hisma- 
jefty ordain? that the goods of the faid company 
arriving at Nante^ by lea. 'hall pay the duties of 
the provoflfhip of Nentes, according f .o the pan- 
carte or tarif of tlic f’i 1 duties, which fhall be 
determined by the weight, at the rate of two fous 
fix deniers the load of i pounds weight, and 
wools of Boulan, fluffs of barks of trees, filk 
handkerchiefs, rice, landal wood, fiipan wood, 
terra merita, cottons ; fpicerics, fucli as cinna- 
mon, nutmegs, cloves, pepper, amber, and muikj 
on cowries, canes, cravats firiped with filk tlveid, 
muflins wrought with thread and lilk. And at 
the rate of the fortieth part of the value on cotton 
thread, horfe hides, raw filk, fluffs all of filk, 
cotonis, and chuquelas, taffetas, armofins, belts 
and garters of filk, and fluffs of atelas with flowers 
of gold : that the faid merchandizes of the com- 
pany of the Indies fhall pay like wife the duties of 
Parifis , twelve and fix deniers in patting at In- 
grande, as local duties, over and above the duties 
of the tarif of 1664; and as to what remains, that 
the company of the Indies^ fhall enjoy, an ex- 

emptiou 
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emption from all duties inwards and outwards for 
warlike {lores, provifions, and all other things 
neceflary for the building, victualling, armament, 
and careening of the {hips which they (hall equip ; 
the whole conform to the 43d article of the edidt 
of eftabliftiment of the faid company of the Indies, 
of the month of Augufl 1 664, and to the faid 
arret of council of the 30th of September 1665. 
Done in council, &c. 

This oppofition of Meffieurs the farmers gene- 
ral to the company of the Indies, difcovered it- 
le If more openly, and prtvar- i immediately after 
the death ofMonf, '."oircu. Vs ‘bunder and pro- 
tediur. It s true i; -i f the arret of it’s efta- 
blifhment in 1 664 ' king had not entirely ex- 

empted them from the duties inwards j but he 
had fixed them io low, that they could not look 
upon them as burthcnfomc. Apcording to the 
tarif then fettled, they were to pay eighteen fous 
per piece on cottons, me .during ten aulnes, or 
ells, only, and other goods were taxed in pro- 
portion. With refpect to thofe imported after- 
wards, and which had not been comprehended 
in the tarif, the duty was fixed upon fuch at three 
per cent. This impofition appeared too gentle to 
the farmers general. They prefented a new me- 
morial to the council, which gave them a favour- 
able hearing, and granted ail their demands. 

The 30th of April 1686, three years after the 
death of Monf. Colbert, they obtained an arret, 
bearing; That from that day forwards, there 
fhould be paid, over and above the duties of the 
tarif of 1664, fix livres on each piece of cottons 
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of ten aulnes in length, and four livres per pound 
weiglit on coverlets, pieces for waiflcoats, and 
other manufactures of cotton, at importation, on 
pain of confifcation of the faid merchandizes which 
fhould be landed in any ports other than thofe 
which had been prefcribed. 

On the 1 5th of October of the fame year, a 
fecond arret was given, which ordained, that 
from that day forwards, there fhould be paid, over 
and above the duties of the tarif of 1664, at im- 
portation into the realm, twenty livres per aulne 
on fluffs of filk, wrought with gold and filver; 
eight livres per aulne on fmall fluffs of wrought 
filk and mixed with gold and filver j fifty fous 
per aulne on taffetas arid fattins unmixed, and 
thirty fous per aulne on fluffs of filk and bark of 
trees unmixed. 

Laflly, the arret of the 26th of OClober of the 
fame year, and whereof we have already fpoken, 
prohibits the importation and manufacturing of 
all forts of painted cottons, as well as of fluffs of 
filk of the Indies and of China, with gold and 
filver flowers, and the wearing of all thefe mer-. 
chandizes in the kingdom, on pain of three tbou- 
fand, iivres fine, payable by the wearer. All thefe 
arrets, and others, were explained and renewed 
.by a long declaration of the 13th of July 1700, 
wherein the king grants the company leave to 
import from the Indies to the amount of 150000 
livres, of filk, or gold and filver fluffs, yearly, 
which may be fold and vended in the kingdom, 
j£fter being marked, on condition that they export 
yearly to the amount of 500000 livres of goods 
<- manufactured 
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manufactured in France. They are alfo permitted 
to import yearly to the amount of 1 50000 livres 
in painted cottons and fluffs of barks of trees, in 
order to be re-exported, without being fuffered 
to fell them to the merchants of France, even on 
conditidh of their re-exporting them, a thing 
always permitted heretofore; 

To render the execution of this arret the more 
find, his majefty prohibits all perfons of what- 
ever quality or condition, to ufe, wear, or make 
any manner of garments or furniture of bark of 
trees, or painted cottons ; and all taylors, mantua- 
makers, upholllcrers, and brokers, to ufe or have 
in their cuflody, any painted cottons, or fluffs of 
the bark of trees, on pain of confutation, three 
thoufand livres of fine, lofs of their freedom, and 
being rendered incapable of exercifing the faid 
trades ; and 150 livres of fine to be paid by per- 
fons found wearing garments of thefe forts of 
Huffs, or who fhall have in their poffeflion any 
furniture made of them. Laftly, the king or- 
dains, that the judges of the police fhall make 
fearch throughout the kingdom, in the houfes 
of merchants, dealers, taylors, upholfterers, and 
brokers ; and that all Huffs of filk, or mixed with 
filk or filver, of the manufacture of the Indies, 
found unmarked, as alfo painted cottons, or fluffs 
of bark, in pieces, garments, or furniture, fhall 
be confifcatei and burnt. 

While thefe contefls were carried on, the com- 
pany changed the feat of the'ir jurifdiCtion in the 
Indies. The Dutch, jealous of their eflablifhing 
a trade which they wanted to engrofs to them- 

felves. 
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felves, fent an army to attack the company’s gar- 
rifon at Pondicherry, which they had conquered, 
and where they intended to eftablilh their princi- 
pal factory. The courage of a hundred and fifty 
men, could not refill the continual aflaults of the 
enemy. They made an honourable capitulation, 
and evacuated the place. But it was rendered 
back five years afterwards in 1697, by the eighth 
article of the treaty of Ryfwick, as we fliall fee 
below. 

The company having again taken pofifefilon of 
lo advantageous a poll for commerce, becaufe it 
is fituated on the middle of the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, and near the great iflands, refolved to 
eltablilh here their principal fadtory once more. 
Heretofore it had been- at Surat, as well as the 
fovereign council, by the arret of 1671. But as 
this city was four hundred leagues diftant from 
Pondicherry, on the oppofite coaft of Malabar, 
the company thought proper to create in this laft 
a new fovereign council, on which Ihould depend 
the factories of Ougli, Belleaor, Kafumbazar, Ca- 
bripatan, Mafulipatan, and others in the kingdom 
of Bengal, and along the coaft of Coromandel. 

For this effedt his majefty granted letters patent, 
bearing j That he conftituted a fovereign council 
in the city of Pondicherry, for the diftribution of 
juftice in civil and criminal matters, to all his fub- 
jedts inhabiting that city and its dependencies, and 
in general all the fadtories depending thereon : 
that this council Ihould be comppfed of the di- 
redtors general of the company, in cafe there were 
any refiding in thp city and fort of Pondicherry, 

and 
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and in their abfence, to confift of the director 
general of this factory, and the merchants of the 
company there redding : that thefe dire&ors, or 
merchants, fhould do juftice in civil and criminal 
matters, in court, and on the days and hours 
fixed for that purpofe : that the fentences paffed 
by three of them in civil matters, fhould be held 
and reputed fovereign fentences, and executed as 
arrets of the company, without appeal : that with 
refpedt to criminal actions, they fhould be drawn 
up and tried in common form by the faid direc- 
tors and merchants to the number of five, and not 
under : that the heads of particular factories fhould 
be empowered to execute judgement in matters 
as well civil as criminal, in the firfl inftance, re- 
ferving an appeal to the fovereign council : that 
the fieurs Francis Martin, knight of the order of 
St. Lazar and Mount Carmel, commandant of the 
city, fort, and habitation of Pondicherry, and 
director general of the company j Francis de Fla- 
court, Pierre le Pheliponnat, de Chalonge, and 
Claude de Boivin d’Hardancourt, merchants for 
the company in the factory of Pondicherry, fliall 
be inftituted and commiffioned there to hold the 
fovereign council, and to render to the French 
there inhabiting, juftice, in matters as well civil 
as criminal, wherewith they are charged in ho- 
nour and confcience: that they {hall be empowered 
to commiflion fuch perfons as they fhall think 
proper to take in the name of the king and for the 
intereft of the publick, as well in civil as criminal 
matters, the neceffary reqnifitions, as likewife a re- 
corder, to receive and make out their fentences. 
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and all other ails of ju/lice : that thele fentences 
/haurun in the name of the king, and be fealed 
with the arms of France, and a feal like that of 
the fovereign council at Surat ; which feal (hall 
be placed in the hands of the laid lieur Martin, 
who /hall be the keeper thereof, and in his ab- 
fence the fenior member of the council. La/lly, 
that the general diredtors of the company of the 
Indies, /hall be empowered to recall the /aid lieur 
Martin, de Flacourt, le Pheliponnat, and others, 
when they /hall fee caufe, on condition of pre- 
fenting others to the king, who /hall be eftabli/hed 
by his majefty on their nomination. Thcfe 
letters bear date in the month of February 1701. 

While the company of the Indies were em- 
ployed in France in defending their rights and pri- 
vileges again ft the farmers general, they were 
like wife obliged to fupport them again/l the high 
admiral, the count of Thouloufe. This firit office 
of the marine being fuppreffed in 1626 and 1627, 
and not revived until 1683, no regard was paid to 
it in the arret of 1664, for the eftabli/hment of 
the company. On the contrary, it would feem 
provifion had been made for the advantage of this 
laft again/l the difficulties which might arife, 
fhould the admiralty be re- eftabli/hed, as it was 
19 years after in 1683, in favour of the count of 
Thouloufe. The 39th article of the arret of 
2664, bears in etfedt : “ That if any captures are 
,f&ade by the /hips of the company on the ene- 
mies of the /late, and in the feas of the ceded 
countries, they /hall belong to them, and /hull 
*be judged by the officers e/labli/hed in the places 
& ' of 
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of the faid countries, whither they can mo ft con- 
venient ly be carried according to the ordonnances 
of the marine.” The 43d article fays : " That 
their ftiips and merchandizes (hall be exempt 
from the duties of the admiralty, and de bris i 
that is to fay, foips wrecked.” 

In 1707, the count of Thouloufe oppofed theft 
two privileges of the company, which they had en- 
joyed ever fince their eftabli foment. He pre- 
fented a memorial to the king’s council, import- 
ing, that it might pleafe his majefty to ordain for 
the time to come, that the managers of the lhips 
of the faid company foould be obliged to execute 
the ordon nance of the marine in 1681, as to what 
regards them : that the ftiips of the laid company 
fhall not fet fail from the ports of France without 
leave or commiftion from the admiral, under pain 
of confifcation ; and that the tenth of all the prizes 
taken or to be taken by the foips of the com- 
pany, fhall be paid to him conformable to the 
fame ordonnance of 1681. In a fecond memo- 
rial, the high admiral, perfifting in thofe demands, 
alledged that the mailers or captains of the com- 
pany’s ftiips foould be obliged at their return from 
each voyage, to make a report to the admiralty, 
and to deliver up the papers and prifoners of the 
prizes they foould have taken, to the officers of 
the admiralty, that they might proceed therein 
after the ufual manner. The company anfwcred 
thefe two memorials by pleading the privileges 
which had been granted at their eftablifoment, 
and the peaceable poflefiion whereof they had 
enjoyed ever fince. 

Vol.II. F ’ His 
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H\s majefty determined this difference, and or- 
dained by an ^rret of the 26th of November 170 7, 
that the ordonnance of the marine, of the month 
of Auguft 1681, fhall be executed according to 
it’s form and tenor, by the (hips of the com- 
pany of the Eaft- Indies ; and confequently, that 
the captains,, writers, and other officers of the 
faid vefTels, fhould be obliged to take out licences 
and commiffions of war, to make their report to 
the officers of the admiralty, to deliver up the 
papers and prifoners found in the prizes, in order 
to proceed therein, and generally to conform to 
what is prefcribed by the faid ordonnance, as it is 
pradtifed by all the other fliips of his majefty’s 
fiubjedts. As to what concerns the tenth of the 
prizes, his majefty having regard to the edidt of 
1664, confirmed by the declaration of the month 
of February 1685, maintains and confirms the 
faid company in the exemption from the admi- 
ral’s tenth of the prizes which have been taken 
by them before, or fhall be taken afterwards be- 
yond the line only. And with refpedt to the 
prizes which have been, or fhall be taken, on this 
fide the line, his majefty declares them fubjedt to 
the laid duty, conformable to the ordonnance of 
3681, with confent of the company, which his 
majefty has moreover confirmed and maintained 
in their privileges and exemptions. 

But the merchants aflociated to the company 

the Eaft-Indies, were not comprehended in 
that arret which granted them an immunity from 
the tenth. They remonftrated to them the pre- 
judice this fubjedtion to the tenth would occafion 

to 
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to them, and that it was their intereft. they (hould 
likewife be effranchifed from it. This oecafioned 
the company’s addreffing a requeft to the king, 
in whgjh they reprefented to him the bad condi- 
tion or their affairs, and the impoffibility of con- 
tinuing their commerce, if it was not fupported; 
therefore they fupplicated his majefty, that the ex- 
emption from the tenth which had been granted 
them, fhould likewife have place for the prizes 
taken, or to be taken by the fhips of thofe with 
whom they had contracted to navigate and traf- 
fick in the ceded countries. This requeft was 
communicated to the count of Thouloufe, who, 
more anxious for the publick good, than his own 
intereft, confented to all the company required, pro- 
vided that,it fhould be acknowledged, that in quality 
of admijgU, he had a right to exaCl the tenth, 
that his generofity might not be prejudicial to 
thofe of that office with which he was inverted. 
The ceffion he made, for this time only, was de- 
clared and confirmed by an arret of the 3d of 
September 1712. 

The low condition to which the company faw 
themfelves reduced, was fufficient Caufe for their 
petitioning the prince for fome eafe of the feverity 
of the arrets which had been given againft them. 
They reprefented, that they would be neccfiitated 
to give over the trade, and the proprietors ruined, 
if they were not permitted to vend and retail in 
the kingdom muflins and white cottons, which 
were one of the beft parts of their trade, and 
which did no prejudice to France. The king gave 
hisxonfent by an arret of the 10th of December 

F 2 170 9, 
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1709, granting them permiffion to vend thefe 
forts of cottons in the kingdom, where the liberty 
of w ea ring them Ihould be reftored ; on condi- 
tion however, that they fliould be ma|feed in 
the manner accuftomcd, left the private merchants 
fhould fell cottons bought from^foreigners. But 
lhtffs of filk wrought with gold and filver, as alfo 
thofe of the bark of trees, were ftill prohibited, 
and even forbid by new arrets. Notwithftanding 
the importation of unwrought lilks was ftill al- 
lowed, on which was impofed a duty of feven 
fous, fix deniers per pound weight, for the ufe of 
the farmers general. But two years after, in 1714, 
thefe joined themfelves with the deputies of the 
chamber of commerce of Marfoilles, and the ge- 
neral fyndic of the province of Languedoc, to 
petition the prohibition of all manner of #lks and 
filk manufactures of the Indies, whereof they 
had imported heretofore from fix to feven thou- 
1'and livres yearly. 

Mean time the company’s privilege was near 
at an end, which had been granted them in 1 664 
for fifty years. The directors reprefented to the 
king, that in order to put them into a condition 
of 'paying the debts which they had contracted 
to fupport the trade, they moft humbly prayed 
him to extend their privilege ten years longer. 
His majefty granted their requeft, with this re- 
ftriCtion only, that the tenths of all prizes taken 
by the company’s {hips, or thofe of their affoci- 
ates beyond the line, fhould henceforwards belong 
to the high admiral of France. This arret, which 
||^of the 29th of September 1714, renews ‘the 

pro- 
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prohibition againft importing into the kingdom 
any painted cottons, or fluffs of lilk unmixed, 
of fllk and cotton mixed with gold and filver, of 
bark of trees, and unwrought filk, even under 
pretext of exporting them abroad. 

Two years afterwards, in 1716, were included 
a fecond time in that prohibition, white cottons 
and muflins, which was a very great prejudice to 
the company. 

So many repeated blows announced their de- 
cline and total downfal. In 1682 they had al- 
ready permitted private merchants to fend goods 
into the Indies, on condition that they fhould 
be tranfported in the company’s bottoms, and on 
paying the freight only. In 1708, ufing every 
method to difcharge their debts, they confented 
that M. Croifat fhould equip two (hips in the 
name of the company of the Indies, to whom ho 
was to pay fifteen per cent, on the fale of the 
goods, witliout any deduction of rhe king’s du- 
ties, and two per cent, on fuch prizes as he fhould 
take beyond the line; the company referving 
to themfelves the liberty of importing in thefe 
fhips to the amount of ten tons of India goods. 
Laftly, in 1712, they were obliged to renounce 
their trade entirely, and to abandon it to the mer- 
chants of St. Malo, in hopes that the benefit 
which fhould redound to them from it, in eon- 
fequence of their agreement, fhould enable them 
to difcharge the whole, or part, of more than ten 
millions of debts which they had contracted, as 
well in the Indies as in France. Thus when they 
petitioned the renewal of their privilege in 1 74 4, 

F 3 * it 
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it was not with a defjgn to make ufe of it them- 
felves, but to caufe it to be carried on by others, 
and to draw fome advantage from their advances 
and gains. 

But this remedy was not equal to the greatnels 
of the evil : there was a neceffity of having re- 
courfe to another more folid and efficacious, I 
mean the formation of a new fociety. Befides 
the company of the Eaft- Indies, there were three 
others eftablifhed in the kingdom : that of China, 
that of the Weft or America, and that of Sene- 
gal or Cape Verd, by which our (hips enter Ni- 
gretia from the ocean. As thefe feparate com- 
panies had had little fuccefs, it was believed that 
as theirs extended to the four quarters of the 
world, a general company which fliould have 
an equal privilege with all the others, and fhould 
a<ft on the fame principles, would fucceed much 
better, and procure very great advantages to 
France. Nothing can be better drawn up than 
the edi<ft given for the union of thefe four com- 
panies, in May 1719. As I have already given that 
of 1664, for the cftablifhment of the Eaft-India 
company, I am now going to prefent the reader 
with that of the company of the Indies, fuch as it 
fubfifts at this day, as being more interefting than 
the firft. 

LOUIS by the grace of God, king of France 
and of Navarre: to all prefent and to come, 
HEALTH. Since our acceffion to the crown, 
we have made it our bufinefs to repair the drain- 
ing of the ftate by the long wars in which it has 
■been engaged, and to procure to our fubjects that 

plenty 
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plenty and happinefs which they deferve. W e 
obferve with fatisfa&ion the quick circulation of 
money, and the reftoring of trade. But we are 
refolved not to reft fatisfied with thefe advantages. 
The credit of the Weft-*tndia company, altho’ 
lately fettled, has determined us to examine the 
lituation of the ancient companies ; and we have 
with grief obferved, that notwithftanding the be- 
nefactions they received from the liberality of the 
late king, our moft honoured lord, and great- 
grandfather, they have not been able to fupport 
themfelves. The company of the Eaft-Indies, 
eftablifhcd by the edict of the month of Auguft 
1664, inftead of employing for the aggrandize- 
ment of trade the exclufive privilege which had 
been granted them for fifty years running, and 
the repeated fuccours in money and fhips given 
them by the late king, after having contracted 
debts both in France and the Indies, have totally 
abandoned their navigation, and have refolved to 
yield their privilege to private merchants, upon 
payment of ten per cent, on the product of their 
fiales in France, and five per cent, on prizes, and 
retaining fifty livres per ton on goods exported, and 
feventy-five livres on goods imported, which had 
been granted them by way of gratification. We 
are fenfible that their want of fuccefs has not at 
all been owing to the nature of this trade, but to 
their bad management ; and that this company, 
like thofe of neighbouring ftates, might have ren- 
dered this commerce of advantage both to the 
proprietors and the nation. This enterprize had 
been formed with a capital infufficient to carry it 

F 4 • oni 
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on. The directors have deflroyed one part of 
thofe funds by too hafty dividends, at a time 
when there were no profits j and to fupply thefe 
deficiencies, they had borrowed money upon the 
places at excefiive intereft, even to ten per cent, 
and at other times had borrowed money on bot- 
tomry, at the rate of five per cent, per month j 
fo that the profits of the trade were exhaufted and 
below the charge they were at in carrying it on. 
Neverthelefs, notwithllanding this bad manage- 
ment, the late king, always continuing the protec- 
tion he had granted this company, and with the 
view to put them into condition of paying their 
debts, has granted by the declaration of 1714, the 
continuation of their privilege for ten years, to 
commence from the firft of April 1715. But 
inftead of fulfilling fo laudable an objedt, the In- 
dians have laid before us repeated complaints, that 
the company paid them neither principal nor in- 
tereft; and that for more than fixteen years paft 
they had not fent one fhip to Surat. Thus this 
commerce languifhing for feveral years, began to 
be entirely ruined, if care had not been taken, be- 
caufc thofe private merchants who had purchafed 
the privilege from the company, being charged 
with the payment of ten per cent, to them, could 
not carry on this trade in concurrence with fo- 
reigners ; and moreover, for fear of having their 
fhips feized for the company’s debts, they durft 
not fend their fhips to Surat, a principal city of 
the mogul’s country, from whence they had their 
cotton, wool, and cotton thread, and almoft all 
the drugs and fpiccries of India and Arabia 5 fo 
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that our fubjeCts are obliged to bring from other 
countries the moil part of the goods of the In- 
dies confumed in the nation, and thofe proper for 
the trade of Guinea and Senegal, which they 
bought at treble the value, and fo were for ever 
deprived of the advantage of buying thefe forts 
of merchandizes in the kingdom. We have alfo 
been informed, that the feparate company of Chi- 
na, eftablifhed by the arret of our council of the 
28th of November 1712 («), and which for- 
merly had been included in the grant of the faid 
company of the Indies, have made no ufe of the 
exclufive privilege which had been given them ; 
and that this company is in ftill greater diforder, 
if poflible, than that of the Indies. We (hould 
think ourfelves wanting to the duties which we 
owe to ourfelves and our fubjeCts, in fuffering fuch 
diforder any longer to fubfift in one of the moll 
conliderable branches of traffick in ‘our kingdom; 
and we are alfo of opinion, that it is for the ad- 
vantage and good of our Hate to re-eftablifh and 
advance the French trade in the Indies, and to 
preferve the honour of the nation in paying 
thofe people their debts contracted by the com- 
pany. For this effeCt, we have refolved to fup- 
prefs the privileges granted to the companies of 
the Indies and of China, and to unite them to that 
of the Weft. The eftablifhment of this company 
fettled fome time ago, the protection which we 
have given them, their prudent management, the 
credit which they have acquired, the confider- 

(7/) The king fpeaks of a fecond company, which fucceeded that 
whereof I have fncken, 
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able funds which they will poffefs by the una- 
nimous con]undtion of thefe different companies j 
all thefe and many other advantages caufe us 
to believe, that we could not truft the trade of the 
Indies, and of China, to better hands. Moreover, 
by this means, and by the union made between 
this company and that of the Weft, and Senegal, 
we- unite in one lole company the trade carried 
on to the four quarters of the world. This com- 
pany will have within itfelf every thing neceffary 
for carrying on thefe different branches of trade ; 
they will import into our kingdom things necef- 
fary, ufeful, and convenient ; they will export fhe 
fuperfluous to foreign countries j they will increafe 
navigation, and form officers, pilots, and failors ; 
and as their whole management will be regulated 
by the fame maxims, there will arife union and 
oeconomy, on which depends the fuccefs of all 
mercantile enterprises. FOR THESE CAUSES, 
and others us thereto moving, by the advice of 
our moll dear and well-beloved uncle the duke of 
Orleans, grandfon of France, regent, of our moll 
dear and well-beloved uncle the duke of Chartres, 
firft prince of our blood, of our molt dear and 
well-beloved coulin the duke of Bourbon, prince 
of our blood, of our moll dear and well - beloved 
uncle the count of Thouloufe, lawful prince, and 
other peers of France, great and notable perfo- 
nages of our realm ; and by our certain know- 
ledge, full power, and royal authority, we have 
by this prefent edidt, perpetual, and irrrevocable, 
enadted, ftatuted, and ordained, and enadt, lla- 
tute, and ordain, will, and our pleafure is : 

I. That 
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I. That all privileges granted to the company 
of the Indies, and to that of China, lhall remain 
cxtindt, revoked, and fupprefled. 

II. We have granted, and do grant to the 
company of the Weft, the foie privilege exclu- 
live of all our other fubjedts, to trade from the 
Cape of Good Hope, in and through all the feas 
of the Eaft-Indies, ifles ot Madagafcar, Bourbon, 
and France, coaft of Sofala in Africa, the Red- 
fea, Perfta, Mogul, Siam, China, and Japan $ as 
alfo from the ftraits of Magellan and le Maire into 
all the South-feas. 

III. We prohibit all others our fubjedls to carry 
on any manner of trade in the faid places, on 
pain of confutation, for our ufe, of the lhips, arms, 
ftores, and merchandizes. 

IV. We give and yield to the company of 
the Weft in abfolute property, the lands, ifles, 
forts, habitations, magazines, moveables, immove- 
ables, rents, fhips, barks, warlike ftores, pro- 
vifions, negroes, beaftial, merchandizes, and in 
general, all that the company of the Eaft-Indies, 
and that of China, have acquired, or conquered, 
or which has been yielded to them, as well in 
France, as in the Indies, and in China. . . On 
condition of making payment as well to the 
French as Indians, all lawful debts of the com- 
panies of the Eaft-Indies and of China. . . 

VI. To enable the company of the Weft to 
fatisfy the creditors of that of the Eaft, as well in 
France as in the Indies, and for the future to car- 
ry their commerce to all the extent it ought to 
have,- a thing which cannot be done but by the 

help 
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help of confiderable funds, we have permitted and 
do permit them to make to the amount of twenty- 
five millions of new adtions, which cannot be 
bought except for ready money only, and on pay- 
ment to the cafhier of the faid company of the 
Weft five hundred and fifty livres for each adlion ; 
the which fhall be of the fame nature with the 
hundred millions of the company of the Weft, 
which are in the publick, and whereof the name- 
roes fhall immediately follow the laft numeroes of 
the adtions which conftitute the firft hundred 
millions; and in confideration of ten per cent, 
which the buyers fhall pay above the par, we will 
that they enjoy the fame advantages with the 
other adtions. 

IX. We permit the company to import from 
the countries in their charter, all forts of (tuffs of 
filk and cotton, mixed with gold and diver, of 
bark of trees, cottons dyed,* painted and ftriped. 
Our will is, that the faid merchandizes prohibited 
in the kingdom fhall not be fold, but under ex- 
prefs condition of their being exported to parts 
beyond feas ; and that to this effedt they fhail be 
lodged and depofited in the wareboufes of our 
general farms under two keys, whereof the far- 
mers general, or their commiffaries, to have one, 
and the diredfors of the company, or their over- 
feers, another , and ufing all other precautions 
neceffary to hinder the laid merchandizes from 
being fold for the confumpt of the realm. 

X. The faid company may alfo import from 
the countries in their charter, all forts of white 
cottons, raw filks, coffee, drugs, fpiceries/ me- 
tals. 
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tals, and others, excepting thofe prohibited by 
the preceding article, on paying the duties pre- 
fently paid by the company of the Indies, accord- 
ing and conformable to the edidts, declarations, 
arrets, and regulations. 

XI. We will that the company of the Well be 

henceforth named and intituled The company of 
the Indies , and that they bear the fame arms 
which the company of the Well have uled here- 
tofore. ^ 

XII. We maintain and confirm the faid com- 
pany in all rights and privileges to them granted 
by the edidls of the months of Auguil 1664 and 
1685, and other declarations, regulations made in 
favour of their commerce, without exception, as 
if they had been renewed by thefe prefents, in 
manner as the company of the Indies enjoys 
them ; excepting fuch as have been revoked or 
explained, and without prejudice to the rights of 
the admiral of France, which he has or ought 
to enjoy, conformable to the declaration of the 3d 
of September 1712, and the regulations made in 
conlequence thereof. 

Alfo we give in charge, See.” 

This new eftablilliment gave fo advantageous 
an idea of the company of the Indies, that 
llrangers as well as French were eager to be ad- 
mitted in the number of the proprietors. Al- 
though the king had ordained that addons lhould 
not be bought but on the footing of ten per cent, 
above par, the old ones were in fo great requell, 
even before the publication of the edidt, that they 
arole tb a hundred and thirty per cent, and that 
fubferibers undertook for the new, for more than 

• fifty 
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fifty millions, inftead of the twenty-five millions^ 
which had been fixed by the editt, his majefty 
was obliged to give a new arret in the month of 
June of the fame year 1 7 1 9, to give fome order 
to the fubfcriptions, and to take fome method to 
render them more difficult. The third article in 
eflfedt bears, that befides the payment of ten per 
cent, of the total amount of the fubfcriptions, 
no perlon ffiould be received to fubferibe but who 
ffiould undertake for four tim|s the amount in old 
adtions, as the fum for which each proprietor 
would fubferibe in new ones ffiould amount to; 
fo that in order to fubferibe for five thoufand livres, 
he muft undertake for twenty thoufand livres of 
old adtions. Befides, the book of fubfcriptions 
was to be open no longer than twenty days. 

The credit and progrefs of the company ad- 
vanced with fuch rapidity, that in the fpace of 
one year, they found themfelves already in con- 
dition to render to the king and ffiite the moll im- 
portant fervices. His majefty being willing to re- 
tire that immenfe quantity of billets which they 
had been obliged to make in order to carry on the 
wars of Louis XIV. created to this effed: in the 
month of June 1720, the fund of twenty-five 
millions of rent of the town-houfe of Paris. But 
this fum being ftill infufficient to retire all thefe 
billets which circulated in the trade in a manner 
very little to it’s advantage, the company of the 
Indies offered to fupply that deficiency, and to 
free them at the rate of fifty millions per month, 
confecutivelv, till it ffiould amount to fix hundred 
millions of billets ; fo that on the firft of Auguft 

17.il, 
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1721, there remained none of them in the com- 
merce. All the acknowledgement they afked was, 
to enjoy for ever all privileges which concerned 
their commerce in the different parts of the world 
where it extended. The king gave publick tefti- 
mony to this generous zeal. He fays in his arret 
of the month of July 1720, that having caufed 
to examine this propofal in his council, it ap- 
peared to him fo much the more advantageous, 
as it put him into a condition, without impofing 
any charge on the treafury or his fubjedts, to com- 
pleat the retiring out of the commerce all thofe 
billets which had not been difeharged by the 
funds of the twenty- five millions of <fcnt which 
he had created. In confequence, he granted to 
the company the perpetual enjoyment of the rights 
and privileges which had been regulated by the 
old arrets, and whereof they were in adtual pof- 
feflion, and gave it the title of T’Be perpetual com- 
pany of the Indies. This edidt contains fourteen 
articles, as flattering as they were advantageous. 

Laftly, two years afterwards it was found and 
enadted, that the company was in condition to 
pay for ever without any diminution, ten per 
cent, on each adtion. As the funds had been of 
five hundred livres, the in ter eft or the rent was 
fifty crowns, whereof the dividend has ever been 
paid with the greateft exadtitude, without regard 
to the price of adtions or the place. The com- 
pany is not accountable to the proprietors for the 
detail of what they export or import. One year 
makes good the deficiencies of another ; and the 
profits ferve to augment and iecure the capital of 
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the trade, as we fhall fee below. Thus it would 
be the greatcft ignorance and injuftice to imagine 
that any part of thefe profits goes into the king’s 
coffers, and that the remainder is divided be- 
tween the dirediors and the fyndics. 

Such were the different conditions of the com- 
pany of the Indies from it’s eftablifhment to the 
union of all the companies in 1720. We have 
feen in this hiftorical account, it’s origin, it’s pri- 
vileges, their extensions and diminutions, by the 
different arrets of the council, and laftly, it’s decline 
and re-eftablifhment. From this firft part, which 
may be called the hiftory of the company in 
France, We muft pafs to it’s hiftory in the Eaft- 
Indies, where we ihall fee the company arrive by 
degrees to the mod honourable and folid eftablifh- 
ment imaginable. All I fhall fay in the fequel, 
fhall be drawn from the archives and originals 
themfelves, or from memoirs communicated to 
me by M. Dumas, who refided there near thirty 
years, during which time he was employed in 
the mod diftinguifhed offices, and at laft, in that 
of governor general. 

The city of Pondicherry being the feat of the 
French, who poflefs it in property, it is neccffary 
to begin by the hiftory of that eftablifhment. 
We fhall there fee what I have already remarked, 
namely, the difference of the title whereby we 
poffefs, and of that whereby all the other Euro- 
pean nations poflefs the places they occupy. They 
have feized them by violence, deftrudtion, cxpul- 
lion, bloodshed, and the force of arms, as their 
own hiftorics teftify. The French on the con- 
trary 
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trary have acquired Pondicherry by the gracious 
and voluntary grant of the prince to whom it be- 
longed, a thing as flattering as advantageous to 
the nation. In order to render the recital more 
authentick, I (hall relate it as I And it in the 
archives of the company. No. i. 

In 1674, on the 9th of January, meflieurs 
Baron and de la Haye, directors of the company 
in the Eaft-Indies, perceiving that the Dutch, 
with whom France was then at war, kept them 
befieged by fea and land at St. Thomas, a city 
belonging to the Portugueze, befought the fieur 
Martin to go to Pondicherry, in order to wait on 
Chircam Loudi, governor, or rather mafter of all 
that country, under the authority of the king of 
Vifapour, the declared friend of the French 
nation. 

After the furrender of St. Thomas, meflieurs 
Baron and de la Haye followed’ him with what 
troops they had left ; and having fpent fome time 
there in order to become acquainted with the 
place and it’s advantages, M. Baron departed for 
Surat on the 6th of May, leaving about flxty 
French behind him, including the crew of the 
frigate called la Diligente. From thence he 
wrote to the company in France, that being de- 
prived of St. Thomas, Pondicherry might be 
preferred to many other places on that coaft ; and 
that if they could obtain the property of the 
place, they might fortify themfelves there in fuch 
a manner as to be afraid of nohing. He and the 
other diredtors applied their cares to bring this 
about.- 
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Mi Martin at the end of the year 1 675, fee- 
ing that the condition to which he wag reduced ia 
the Indies would not fuffer him to apply to com- 
merce, that he might not leave the fund the com- 
pany had there entirely ufelefs, lent part of it on in- 
tereft to the lord Chircam Loudi, at one and a 
half per cent, per month, which intereft Ihould 
replace part of the charges he had been at. The 
faid lieur further obferves, that tho’ the company 
had been fufficiently advertifed of the advantages 
they might expedt from the fettlement of a fac- 
tory at Pondicherry, he could not difpenfe with 
letting them know, that there was no place on 
the coaft where they could procure guinees and 
falempouris fo eafily and fo cheap, as at Pondi- 
cherry ; and that if the company wanted to the 
value of two hundred thoufand crowns of thefe 
goods, it would not be difficult to get them toge- 
ther in a year, and even for a greater fum, pro- 
vided they had advice from France time enough 
to take their meafures beforehand. 

In the year 1676, in the month of February, 
the lord Chircam Loudi who was entirely in the 
interefts of the French nation, forefeeing the de- 
putes he would have with the brother of the de- 
ceafed regent Cavefcam, governor of Gingy, which 
is the capital of the province, and his ordinary 
place of refidence j and forefeeing likewife that 
the French who were then at Pondicherry, would 
not be free from the vifits of the rovers, lent the 
lieur Martin three hundred infantry, to remain 
there and be at his command ; and as the houfe 
where they and all the French dwelt (without in- 
cluding 
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clnding a captain and eight horfemen which had 
been there for feme time) was ifpacious and de- 
fencelefs, that general wrote to him to fortify it 
that he might remain there in fome fafety, which 
expence amounted to feven hundred crowns. 

M. Martin, by his letter of the 1 7th of Janu- 
ary 1 677, informs the company, that he had let 
out in leafe the Aldee of Pafquinambat, about a 
quarter of a league from Pondicherry j that it 
grew more beautiful and populous every day; and 
that fince the three months he had been there, in 
order to diredt the building a new village, there 
were already forty houfes finifhed ; that they flill 
went on building, and that before fix weeks were 
at an end, he could draw from thence every 
month one hundred and fifty pieces of guinees, 
which would increafe in proportion as the village 
was peopled ; and that to engage workmen to fet- 
tle there, he had granted them a year of franchifc, 
wherein they were to pay no duties, and that the 
price of the farm was good, confidering he had 
caufed value a great deal of land which had been 
abandoned. 

In the year 1677, on the firft of October, 
M. Martin obferves to the company the great 
changes that had happened in the province of 
Gingy j that the lord Chircam Loudi hoping to 
finifh the war againft the duke of Gingy within 
the year, by making himfelf mafter of the city 
of Gingy, a place of great importance and of the 
utmoft confideration in the Indies, an unexpected 
enemy had juft broken all his meafures, the exe- 
cution whereof was of the greateft advantage to 

G 2 ' the 
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the company. This enemy was Sivagy, who hav- 
ing become mailer in the kingdom of Golconda, 
obliged the king to pay him a confiderable fum, 
made an alliance with this prince for the conqueft 
of that part of the kingdom of Camate which 
belonged to the king of Vifapour, and then 
marched againft the city of Gingy. The duke 
who held this place, and who perceived that his 
government was far from being fettled, made 
his terms in a few days, put the place and all the 
other lands which he held of the dependencies of 
Gingy into the hands of Sivagy, in lieu of other 
lands which they had promifed to give him in the 
kingdom of Golconda. Sivagy, fenfible of his 
good fortune, after reducing the city of Gingy 
marched his army again ft: Velours, another for- 
trefs of confequence, heretofore the abode of the 
kings of Camate. The governor who held it for 
the king of Vifapour having always courageoufly 
defended himi'elf, and Hill holding out; and Siva- 
gy knowing from experience the vigorous refift- 
ance of that governor, and that he was not likely 
to reduce it foon, lett troops before the place to 
block it up ; and with the reft of his army, con- 
fifting of ten or twelve thoufand horfe, and 
twenty-five or thirty thoufand foot, marched 
againft Chircam, who had then no more than three 
thouland horfe and a few thoufand infantry. 
Chircam, having done every thing that a man of 
courage could do, and feeing that the chance 
was not equal, was obliged to retire in diforder, 
and went to a place called Bounegupamant, where 
„|he was befieged by Sivagy, and Chircam was ob- 
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Ijged a few days after, to render up to the con- 
queror the places which he held for the king of 
Vifapour, and to pay him the fum of twenty 
thoufand pagods. For fecurity of the payment, 
he left his fon as a hoftage, and retired into the 
woods diftant four days journey from Pondi- 
cherry, whence he difpatched feveral couriers to 
the court of Vifapour, to give information of the 
flate of the province. 

The fieur Martin having received advice of 
the march of Sivagy towards Pondicherry, af- 
fembled a council to know what meafures they 
were to take to fecurc themfelves from the infults 
to which they were fubjefl by the palling of 
armies ; and altho’ that prince declared himfelf 
the friend of his nation, he neverthelefs took 
his precautions, and made ufe of a Portugueze 
fhip which lay at anchor before Pondicherry to 
fend the effects of the company in the Indies to 
Madras. The fieur Martin feeing that Chircam 
was in no condition to refill Sivagy, and that 
the fmall number of French in Pondicherry were 
not in condition to affift this general, took 
the refolution .to fend a bramin in the fervice of 
the company to vifit Sivagy, and wrote to the 
prince to congratulate him on his coming into 
the province, and on his fuccefs. The bramin 
had three audiences by means of a friend of his 
order, who a<fted as lieutenant general in the 
army. Complaints were made in thefe audiences 
of the Ftfcnch nation for what they had done 
againft the duke of Gingy ; but the envoy gave 
fatisfaftory anfwers to all, excepting at the fame 
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time againft paying a fum of money which they 
Remanded of the French nation, and at laft ob- 
tained of Sivagy a caoul, which is an afiura'nce, 
by which the French were allowed to continue at 
Pondicherry, but on condition that they fhould 
remain neuter in all his wars. Sivagy fome time 
after drew near to Pondicherry, and being only 
eight leagues from it, the fieur Martin fent the 
fieur German to pay him a vifit more in form 
than the firft, with one Anthony Cattel a Portu- 
gueze linguift with fome prefents : they came to 
the camp, the prefents were accepted with diffi- 
culty, becaufe fomething of greater value was 
afked, and the French were anew confirmed by 
the letters of Sivagy, in the hopes which they 
already entertained from the caoul. 

In the year 1679, the 18th of February, M. 
Martin, after having again acquainted the com- 
pany with all the obligations which the French 
nation had to Chircam Loudi, told them farther, 
that this lord had joined a prince of thefe parts, 
called the Naik of Maravas, and that he had 
gained feveral confiderable advantages over his 
enemies j and that the troops of Vifapour were 
on their march to reduce the province to their 
duty, and that the king of Golconda was on the 
eve of lofing a part of his eftates, for having 
granted Sivagy paflage thro’ his country : that 
forefeeing that all thefe movements might caufe 
fome change in the province, and b&ving no 
other motive but to feCure the company’s effects, 
he had prefied the lord Chircam Loudi to reim- 
burfe him not only of the fums which he had 

lent 
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lent him, but alfo for the interefts, amounting in 
all to 69741 rials. By the lame letter he obferves, 
that there were thirty-four Frenchmen in jPondi- 
cherry, who were not well employed, but that 
this number was not amifs in the place, becaufe 
of the Hate of the province, and the jealoufy of 
the Dutch towards them. 

In 1680, the 30th of September, M. Martin 
fent the copy of the firman to the company, for 
the gift whereof he made Sivagy a prefent of 
500 pagods, worth 1 600 roupies j and obferves 
by the fame letter, that being not able to 
get payment of the fums which he had lent to 
the lord Chircam Loudi, he had obtained of him 
the cellion of the revenue of the lands of the dif- 
tridt of Pondicherry till payment. 

In 1686, the 30th of September, after con- 
fidering that all the wars of the country were 
quieted, and that he was in a very peaceable fitu- 
ation, examining the fmallnefs of the building 
which was covered only with thatch, he begun 
two great warehoufes of brick, and other apart- 
ments of the fame, which have fince been finished. 

In 1688, the 27th of September, M. Ceberet, 
who was then at Pondicherry, having examined 
the bad condition in which things then were, 
fought the means of confirming himfelf there by 
Health, and begun to fortify himfelf, by erecting 
a ftrong wall on the welter n fide, which has fince 
been continued on the fouth, as well as the walls 
on the other fides of the lodge. 

In 1689, the 10th of Odtober, M. Martin 
ufed his influence with the officers of Sommagy 

G 4 rai'a 
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ra,'ia,toget permiffion to fortify himfelf entirely in 
Pondicherry, which was granted him with great 
difficulty j neverthelefs, having furmounted all 
obftacles, he obtained leave to flank the courtins 
with four towers. About this time he had certain 
information of the taking and death of Somma- 
gy raiia, fon of the famous Sivagy raia, to 
whofe dominions he had fuccceded. That un- 
fortunate prince, having been betrayed by one 
of his minifters into an ambufh laid for him by 
the troops of the mogul, was afterwards carried 
before the conqueror, who ordered his eyes to 
be put out, and his head to be cut off, which 
was publickly expofed in feveral of the mofl con- 
fiderable cities of the mogul territories: this 
cruel adion compleated the diforder of the pro- 
vince. 

In the fame year they received advice in the 
Indies, of war being declared between France and 
Holland ; and the Dutch, tho’ not very ftrong 
on the coaft, ufed all their endeavours to take it 
from the company, forafmuch as that poll was 
a great eye-fore to them by the fettlement of its 
commerce ; however, they exerted themfelves 
to the utmoft to prevail on the mogul to take it 
from them ; and perceiving that the firft attack 
would not be fufficient to carry it, they were 
obliged to apply to Ali raia, general governor of 
the province, by fending a deputy to him, with 
ffropolals to pay him a confiderable fum of mo- 
hey for the fubfiftence of the army ofRanu raia, 
fucceffor and brother of Sommagy raia, and to 
make him befides large prefents, on condition he 

would 
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would abandon Pondicherry to them ; but all 
thefe propofitions were ineffectual. However, 
the French did not fail to be on their guard, 
mounting fix pieces of cannon on each of the 
towers where they could all be eafily managed, 
and placing barricades at the avenues of thofe 
ilreets which led to the lodge, guarded by the 
foldiers of the country. 

In 1690, the 9th of September, the Englifii 
and Dutch threatened to cannonade and deroolifh 
it : and in the year 1691, on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, the fieur Martin perceiving that all their 
meafures tended to get pofleffion of that poft, 
and that they were providing an armament of 
(hips, barks, boats and floops at Tontoucourin, 
fent away all the ufelefs people to the Portugueze 
at St. Thomas, who gave them a very kind re- 
ception. He befides got together provifions and 
fome other (lores, and caufed raife a redoubt on 
the place where the capuchins had begun to 
build their houfe : and caufed fortify another 
fpot of ground, where he imagined the enemy 
might probably make a lodgment. 

All thefe preparations continued till 1693, 
when the Dutch fate down before Pondicherry, 
with a force fufficient to attack the ftrongeft place 
in the Indies. Their fquadron confided of nineteen 
lhips, feveral boats, floops and fmall craft of the 
country j above 1 500 regular troops under fe- 
veral ' good officers, a great number of failors, 
above 2000 Boughis, Maccaffars and Cingales 
were landed, together with fifteen or twenty 
piece? of cannon carrying eighteen pound, 

twenty- 
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twenty- four field -pieces, fix mortars, and warlike 
fibres much more than were neceflary to carry 
the place •, befides which they had obtained the 
afiifiahce of the prince of the country, who had 
Ibid them Pondicherry with all its dependencies : 
this negotiation coft them above fifty thoufand 
pagods. Pondicherry was vigoroufly attacked, 
and after a refiftance of feveral days, the fieur 
Martin, feeing it impoffible to hold out any 
longer, capitulated on the 6th of September, and 
obtained honourable terms. 

In the beginning of the year 1699, Pondicherry 
was reftored to the French company, in cpnfe- 
quence of the treaty of Ryfwick j who foon after 
gave orders to the fieur Martin to caufe it to be 
fortified, and put into a pofture of defence, in 
cafe a new war fhould break out. For this pur- 
pofe they fent thither a great quantity of warlike 
ftores, with two hundred French foldiers for a 
garrifon, befides three hundred which the fieur 
Martin had brought from Bengal, part of whom 
were of the country, and called Topafcs foldiers : 
they likewife fent officers to command thefe troops, 
a commandant and two engineers to raife new 
fortifications, which they propofed to compleat 
in three or four years, the expence whereof might 
amount to 80000 livres. 

The fieur Martin informed the company in the 
end of 1699, that he had caufed a hundred houfes 
to be built in the city, in order to increafe it and 
engage the people of the country to refide there. 
It is a place of great confequence, in which, there 
•’$ft at prefent, in 1710, above fiftv or fixty thou- 

' fand 
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fand inhabitants, and will in time becpme one of 
the mofl: confiderable cities in the Indies, where 
there is a profpeCt of foon finding a large con- 
fumpt for the manufactures of France, and a great 
vent for wines and fpirituous liquors. 

This place has colt the company, from 1685 
to the prefent year 1710, above eight hundred 
thoufand livres, and does a great deal of honour 
to the French nation in the Indies. Here end 
the memoirs of the archives. 

The declining ftate into which the trade of the 
company of the Indies afterwards fell, put a flop 
to the projects they had formed to aggrandize and 
and fortify Pondicherry. In the mean time the 
number of the houfes and inhabitants increafing 
every day, they came to the refolution to caufe it 
to be furrounded with walls, and were at one part 
of the expence themfelves, the inhabitants contri- 
buting the reft, every one being taxed at two foufc 
per month, or a day’s work. This impofition, 
tho’ moderate, very much facilitated the advance- 
ment of the work, which was begun in 1723, 
and carried on with a great deal of afiiduity. 

The pains which the governors have been at in 
marking out the ground, and giving directions to 
each private perfon who afked leave to build, 
have infenfibly formed as regular a city as if it 
had been traced out at once. The ftreets are en- 
tirely ftraight ; and the principal flreet, which 
runs from fouth to north, is in length a thoufand 
toifes, or half a Parifian league, and that which 
crofied the city in the middle fix hundred toifes ; 
the houfes being every where contiguous. The 
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governors is the principal houfe. On the other 
fide, towards the weft, lie the company’s gardens, 
planted with fine alleys of trees which ferve for 
publick walks, with a large building richly fur- 
nished, where foreign princes and ambaffadors are 
lodged by appointment of the governor. The 
jefuits have a fine houfe, in which are twelve 
or fifteen priefts, who teach the youth reading, 
writing and mathematicks, but latin is not taught 
-at all in the city. There are only two or three 
priefts in the houfe of the mefiieurs of the foreign 
millions ; and about feven or eight in the con- 
vent of the capuchins. Some private perfons 
who are rich are very well accommodated in their 
houfes, tho’ they confift of only one ftory, as is 
ufual in raoft of the cities of the province. The 
gentiles or idolaters have two pagods, which were 
preferved at the requeft of the kings of the coun- 
try, with bramins or brames, according to the 
pronunciation of the place. They are poor, but 
indefatigable and laborious, and in effect are the 
foie fource of the riches of the city and country. 
Their houfes are commonly eight fathom in 
length and fix in breadth, containing above fifteen 
or twenty perfons ; and all fo dark, that it is dif- 
ficult to conceive how they arc able to carry on 
their manufactures for want of light. Moft of 
them are weavers, painters of fluffs, and gold- 
fmiths. They pafs the night in their courts or on 
the tops of their houfes, lying almoft naked on a 
matj which is indeed common to them with 
the reft of the inhabitants. For Pondicherry 
lying in the twelfth degree of northern latitude, 
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and confcquently in the torrid zone, is not only 
very hot, but, throughout the whole year, it 
never rains there except for feven or eight days at 
moft, about the end of Odlober, which indeed 
conftantly happens, and is perhaps one of the 
moft extraordinary phenomena in nature. The 
beft pagan workman does not gain above two fous 
a day ; which is yet fufficient to maintain his wife 
and children. Rice boiled in water, which is 
very cheap, is their only food j unleavened cakes 
baked in the allies are the only bread they ufe, 
and that very feldom, altho’ there is as good 
bread at Pondicherry as in Europe itlelf. Not- 
withftanding the drynefs of the country, it pro- 
duces a prodigious quantity of rice, which may 
be faid to grow only in water, all owing to the 
indefatigable labour and induftry of the pagans. 
At certain diftances in the fields .they dig wells 
from ten to twelve feet in depth, and fix afwipe 
on the top, with a weight without and a great 
bucket within. A pagan gets upon the middle 
of the fwipe, and works it by leaning alternately 
with one foot on each fide, finging, as he makes 
each movement, in the malabar their ordinary 
language, and one , and two> and three , &c. rec- 
koning in this manner how many buckets he has 
drawn. This well being exhaufted, he goes to 
another, and fo on thro’ the whole day. Thefe 
people diftribute and manage the water with 
a furprifing dexterity. They preferve it as in 
Egypt,, in ponds, lakes and canals, after 
the overflowing of the great rivers, fuch as 
the Colram, which is not far from thence. But 
the mahometans or moguls, commonly called 

• Moors, 
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Moors, altho’ white, the reafon and origin of 
thaf namenot being "known, are as lazy and in- 
dolent asthe pagans are induftrious. 

The city of Pondicherry lies about forty or fifty 
fathoms from the fea, which does not flow 
above two feet in that place. It is no more than 
a road, to which veSTels cannot get up j fo that 
mercantile goods muft be brought in boats from 
the difiance of a league out at fea ; which is no 
fmall defeat in that city, fo plentiful and flourishing 
in every thing elfe. Living at this place cofts 
almofi nothing, and all forts of provisions are ex- 
ceeding good, as well butcher’s meat, as wild- 
fowl and fifh. If they want the fummer fruits 
which grow in Europe, the country products 
others which we have not, and which are better 
than ours. # 

The governor general of the company has twelve 
horfe-guards, cloathed in fcarlet, with a black 
facing and a border of gold; their captain is cloathed 
in the fame manner, but with lace on the borders 
and feams. He has alfo three hundred foot- 
guards, called Piojis, who, upon occafion, are 
made ufe of in other fervices. All this retinue 
accompanies the governor, when he receives a 
king, a prince, or an ambaffador extraordinary. 
In thefe ceremonies, wherein there is a necefiity 
of cbnforming to the pomp of the Orientals, he 
is carried by fix men on a palanquin, the couch 
and canopy of which are adorned with embroi- 
dery and taSTels of gold ; and he appears in the 
country with a magnificence fuitable to the rankjl 
he poSTeSTes. • f 

According to 1 the lateft . computation, there 

were 
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were reckoned in Pondicherry a hundred and 
twenty thoufand inhabitants, chriftians, maho- 
meuns, and gentiles. The city has feveral great 
magazines, fix gates, a citadel, eleven forts or 
baflions, and four hundred and five pieces of can- 
non mounted upon the walls, befides bombs, 
mortars, and other pieces of artillery in the arfenal. 
In fine, it is one pf the fineft and ftrongeft places 
at this day on all the coaft of Coromandel. 

The reputation which the French enjoy in this 
place, and we may add the wife conduct of M. 
Dumas, who was made governor in j 73 r, have 
acquired tliofe privileges, honours, diflindtions 
and advantages from the Indian princes, which 
are fo extremely flattering to the nation. 

The firft favour of this kind was the permiffion 
to coin money with the ftamp of the mogul em- 
peror, a privilege the Dutch have never been able 
to obtain, notwithstanding the great offers of 
gold and filver they made for it. It is true, the 
Engl ilk have enjoyed it for fome time ; but dif- 
ferent revolutions have determined them to aban- 
don it. This favour was granted to M. Dumas, 
in 1736, by a firman or letters patent, of Maho- 
met Shah, mogul emperor, addrefled to the na- 
bob or viceroy of the province of Arcatte. 

Immediately upon receiving the paravana he 
made ufe of it, perceiving the advantage of it to 
the affairs of the company of the Indies; and 
from 1737 to the end of 1741, when he re- 
turned into France, he caufed coin to the amount 
of five or fix millions of roupies each year. This 
coin .is a piece of filver, bearing the ftamp of the 

• mogul, 
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mogul, fomething larger than ours of twelve fols, 
and at leaft three times its thicknefs. Its value is 
forty-eight fols. 

In order to conceive the advantage of this new 
privilege to the company, it is neceflary to know 
that M. Dumas conforming himfelf to the value 
of the mogul roupies, put the fame alloy in thofe 
of Pondicherry, and eftablilhed the fame duty of 
feven per cent. Now according to the calculation 
which has been made, it has been found, that by 
the coinage of thefe five to fix millions of roupies, 
value in lpecie above twelve millions of livres, 
the company have drawn from thence four hundred 
thoufand livres of profit yearly. This profit in- 
creafes daily by the furprifing circulation of the 
roupies of Pondicherry in trade, where they be- 
gin to be better received than all other monies of 
the Indies. They are not only made of the 
ingots which the company commonly fends 
thither ; but alfo all the other nations carry thither 
their bullion, whereon the mint makes a profit in 
proportion to the quantity of alloy. 

Henceforth there are none but pagods and 
fchins which can rival the money of Pondicherry 
in trad. The pagod is the ancient money of the 
Indie$,being a piece of gold, exactly of the fihape 
of a fmall waiftcoat button, and of the value of 
eight livres ten fols. The under part is .flat, re- 
prefenting an idol of the country ; and the upper 
part is round, and marked with fmall grains, like 
lome forts of fleeve buttons. The fchin is a piece 
of very fine gold, and worth ten livres of our 
money. It is a little broader than a piece of 

twelve 
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twelve fols, but not fo thick j on which account 
mod of them are crooked ; and in examining a 
purfe of them, which came from the Indies, I 
icarce found one that was otherwife. Some are 
bored thro’, becaufe the Indian women wear them 
about their necks like medals. Thefe pieces are 
very common in the country, and coined only 
at Venice. They come thither by means of the 
Venetians, who carry on a very considerable trade 
at Baffora in the bottom of the Perfian gulph, at 
Moka in the ftraits of Babel-mandel, and at Gedda, 
which is the port of Mecca. The Indians carry 
thither every year a much greater quantity of mer- 
chandizes than the French, Dutch, English, and 
Portugueze take off ; and fell them to the Per- 
sians, Egyptians, Turks, Ruffians, Poles, Swedes, 
Germans and Genoefe, who all come to purchafe 
them in one of thefe three ports, and then carry 
them to their own country by way of the Medi- 
terranean or on land carriages. 

That efteem which the Indians entertain for 
the French, appeared in a remarkable manner 
about five years ago, when a king, who was driven 
from his dominion 5 , had recourle to them in order 
to recover his throne, tho’ he might have afked 
the afiiftance of the Dutch and English, who are 
much more powerful, and have fettlcments nearer 
his capital. This preference piqued and irritated 
them not a little againft us. 

Cidogy king of Tanjaour, dying in the month of 
February 1738, left his kingdom to Sahagy Maha 
Rajou his nephew. A natural fon of the king, 
who had poSIeffed a large Share of the government 
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duiing his father’s life-time, having made a con- 
fiderable party at court, fcized on the palace and 
places of ftrength in the city of Tanjaour by force 
of arms. Sahagy having juft had time to fave 
himfclf on horfeback with a few of his friends, 
paffed the Coldram (rt), and ictircd to C'halam- 
bron (/>), a large fortified paged twenty leagues 
to the north of Tanjaour, and eight to the l’outh 
of Pondicherry. There he was joined by fome 
troops } but wanting arms and warlike ilores, the 
governor, who is a Moor, adiifed him to enter 
into a friendfnip witli the French, who, he affured 
him. Ivy their bravery and gcncrofitv, were more 
capable, than any other nation to furnifh him with 
the ncccflary fuccours to recover his throne. The 
prince took his advice, and lent three envoys to 
the ficur Dumas at Pondicherry, to treat with 
him, and obtain theneceffary fuccours from him; 
offering to give to the French by way of acknow- 
ledgment the city of Karic.il, the fort of Karcan- 
gery, and ten villages in tljc country adjacent, with 
all the lands depending on them. The company 
of the Indies and the governors of Pondicherry, 
had been long fallible of the utility of a fettle- 
ment in the territories of the king of Tanjaour ; 
and had often endeavoured to obtain it, tho’ in 
vain, being prevented by the intrigues of the 
Dutch fettled at Ncgapatam ; that nation had 

('») A great river cJ the Coioinanut! c( v. I.ioli fvpnrnteo the do- 
n)in*oiv» ol ti.c of i\ii jaour from dune of the preat rao^nl. 

(.M 11ns cicat p.iTod, v inch is f -rrouvAd by very tliicl; aid 
belor^b to die IVJowik, who la-n tain a governor and a 
gar taeie. 


even 



the EAST-INDIES. 


99 


even found means to engage the king of Tanjaour 
to drive the French from a fcttlemcnt called Can- 
crypatuam, which the old company of the In- 
dies had made on his dominions on the Coroman- 
del coafl in 1 688. 

The lieur Dumas thought it his duty to take 
advantage of this favourable opportunity : he 
made a treaty with the envoys of Sahagy, whereby 
he obliged himfelf to furnifh that prince with two 
hundred thoufand livres of our money, in filver, 
arms, gun-powder, and other warlike ftores, pro- 
miling at the fame time to give him all the other 
aflift.mce in his power ; in confideration of which 
the king of Tanjaour lent him a formal ceflion in 
favour of the French nation, of the cityofKari- 
cal, the fortrefs of Kaicangery, and the lands de- 
pending on them. The fieur Dumas imme- 
diately cauled equip two large fhips belonging to 
the company, the Bourbon of fixty guns, and 
the St. Geran of forty, and embarked troops on 
hoard them, with artillery and all other warlike 
ilores, in order to take poflefiion of Karical, and 
carry the ftipulated fuccours to the king of Tan- 
iaour. While thel'e things were in agitation, 
Sahagy Marajou having gained by his large 
promifes the principal lords of the ufurper’s 
party, a fudden revolution happened in his favour. 
C'tdogy was feized in his palace; and Sahagy, 
who had hitherto remained at Chalambron, re- 
turning with all expedition to Tanjaour, wasuna- 
nimoully proclaimed king. The ulurper having 
been delivered into his hands, he ordered him to 
be quartered, and one quarter ta be fet up on 

He each 
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each gate of the cjty. In the time that this fu4r 
den revolution was carrying on at Tanjaour, the 
French fhips fet fail for Karical, where they caft 
anchor in the beginning of Auguft. 

As foon as the Dutch at Negapatam, which is 
but four leagues from Karical, perceived them, 
and were informed of the treaty they had con- 
cluded with the king, they fent in all hafte trufty 
perfons to Tanjaour with prefcnts to engage that 
prince and his minifters not to execute the treaty, 
and even employed menaces to deter them from 
it. This gentile king, little regardful of his 
word, and not having any more the fame necef- 
fily lor the luccours which the governor of Pon- 
dicherry had provided him, not only deferred 
under frivolous pretexts to caufe render up the 
fortrefs and city of Karical, to the commandant 
of the fhips fent by the fieur Dumas to take pof- 
feffion of them ; but it may alfo be prefumed that 
he had given fecret orders to hinder their landing. 
One of his generals called Kanfaeb, who com- 
manded a body of three or four thouland men in 
thofe quarters, came down to the fea-fide, and fent 
word to the French commander, that if he landed 
any pf his men, he would give orders to charge 
them on the lpot. The two fhips having been 
two months at anchor before Karical, the fieur 
Dumas le;it orders to them to return to Pondi- 
cherry. It would have been eafy for him, not- 
withftanding the menaces of Kanfaeb, to have 
nude himfelf matter of Karical. But this could 
not have happened without the lofs of lives on 
both fides_; fucli expedients were very improper 

to 
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to form an eftablifhment, whofc principal object 
was trade ■, and it was not fit to irritate the king 
and the people of the country again ft the French 
nation. This prince however always promifed 
to execute the treaty in a little time, after he 
he fhould have made peace with the nabob of 
Trichenapoly, with whom he was at war, and 
who held him almoft fhut up in the city of Tan- 
jaour, from whence he dared not to ftir. This 
viceroy, whofe name was Sander Saheb, was a 
particular friend of the fieur Dumas, and had a 
great efteem for the nation. Having been in- 
formed of the treaty which the French bad con- 
cluded with the king of Tanjaour, and that this 
prince eluded the execution of it. he wrote to the 
fieur Dumas, offering to drive Kanfaeb from the 
territories of Karical, to take the fortrefs of Kar- 
cangery, and to deliver the whole into his hands : 
the fieur Dumas accepted his offers. This mogul 
general, who is renowned throughout all the Indies 
for his bravery and generofity , did not delay the exe- 
cution of his promife ; he caufed four thoufand 
borfe to march towards Karical, commanded by 
the fieur Francis Pereyra, a Spaniard by nation, 
one of his principal officers, and who had been 
for a long time very much attached to the 
French. 

The commandant of the king of Tanjaour’s 
forces in the territories of Karical, took to flight 
at the approach of thofe of the nabob, thinking 
he had all the army of this viceroy to deal with, 
lie abandoned the country to him, leaving only 
between three and four hundred men in the fort 
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of Karcangery, which the fieur Pcreyra caufcd 
immediately to be ftormcd, and made himfelf 
matter of it, the enemy not daring fo much as 
to put thcmlclves in a pofture of defence. This 
aftion happened the fixth of February 1739. 
The fieur Pcreyra having left the command of his 
detachment to a Moorifh officer, battened to Pon- 
dicherry with this news, and to otter to put in exe- 
cution the promifes of the nabob Sander Saheb. 
The fieur Dumas caufed that inttant equip a fmatt 
vettcl of one hundred and fifty tuns burthen, 
which lay ready in the road of Pondicherry, and 
along with her as many troops and warlike ttores 
as flic could contain. The fieur Pcreyra there- 
upon returned to Karicalj they arrived in twenty- 
four hours, and as foon as they had landed, the 
fieur Pcreyra and the Moot if h governor delivered 
up to the l’icnch the city oi Karical and fort of 
Karcangciy, in purfuance of the order they had 
received from their general. The act of taking 
pottefiion hears date the 1 4th of February 1739; 
three or lour days after the fieur Dumas gave 
orders to fit out a great fhip loaded with every 
thing ncccflary to put the fettlement in a ttate of 
lecuritv. 

- The king of Tanjaour received this news with- 
out much regret ; he had not eluded the execution 
of his tieaty with the French, but at the fol- 
licitation of the Dutch who had given him 
money ; he was moreover well pleafed that the 
French fhould form an eftablilhment in hib coun- 
try, of which the agent, retained by the fieur 
Dumas, made him fee the advantages j and fear- 
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ing on the other hand, that the French would 
not pay him the Turn they had promifed, lie 
wrote to the governor of Pondicherry, complain- 
ing that he had made ufe of the Moors his ene- 
mies, to make himfelf mailer of a place which 
he had given him, afl'uring him at the fame 
time, that he had never for one lingle inllant 
abandoned the delign of executing the treaty of 
Chalambron in all its extent. He fent him the 
ratification of it, with orders to all the inhabitants 
of Karical, and its dependencies, to acknowledge 
for the future the French as their fovereigns. 
Thefe inflrumcnts are dated the 20th of April 

1 739 - 

Scarce had Sahagy Marajou difpatchcd them, 
when his two uncles who had reilored him to 
the throne, diffatisfied with his conduit, caufed 
him to be arrefted in his palace ; and put Pradap- 
fingue one of his coufins in his place, who a few 
days after ordered that unhappy prince to be 
fuffocated in a bath of warm milk. 

The new king who had made his peace with 
the Moors, fent almoft at that inllant the rati- 
fication of the treaty made with his predeceflbr, 
to the governor of Pondicherry, and even granted 
him a lamer extent of land, bv means of fome 
prefents added to the fum promifed in the treaty. 

The French have been fince that time in peate- 
able pofieflion of Karical, where they have for- 
tified themfelves; and king Pradapfingue has been 
to pay them a vitit with all his court, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1741, and coulirmed at Ka- 
ricai all their privileges. 
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The eftablilhment of Karical is fituated on the 
coaft of Coromandel, in ten degrees thirty-five 
minutes north latitude, and feventy-eight of longi- 
tude from the meridian of Paris, four leagues north 
from the city of Negapatam belonging to the 
Dutch, two leagues fouth from Tranquebar, an 
eftablifhment belonging to the Danes, and twenty- 
five leagues fouth from Pondicherry. 

This eftablifhment contains as follows, viz. 

The city of Karical, which is very ancient, 
and appears to have been very confiderable ; 
there remain in it at this day upwards of fix 
hundred houlcs of done and brick, without 
reckoning thole made of clay and covered with 
ftraw : and it is reckoned to contain five mofques, 
five large pagods, nine fmall ones, and above five 
thouland inhabitants. This city is fituated on 
one of the branches of the Colrarn, into which 
thofc veflels of the country called Champanes, 
of two or three hundred tuns burthen, as alfo 
Hoops and long boats of men of war of fifty guns, 
may eafily enter. 

The fortrefs of Karcangcry lcems to be very 
ancient. It is built after the country falhion, 
being flanked with eight large towers j and lies 
about a cannon (hot from the city of Kari- 
cal, and half a quarter of a league from the 
lea- fide j the French have blown up part of it, 
having judged it more convenient to fettle them- 
lclves at the entrance on the banks of that branch 
of the Colram which runs to Karical. 

Tiroumale Ravan Patuam is a very confiderable 
town, lying to the fouth of Karical, and one of 
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its dependencies, being about a league diftant from 
it, and one thoufand two hundred fathoms from 
the fea : it confifts of five hundred brick houfes, 
four molques, four large pagods, twenty-eight fmall 
ones, and twenty-five inns for the reception of 
travellers. According to a computation that was 
made at taking pofleflion of it, it contained two 
thoufand five hundred men. 

The reft of the territory of Karical confifts of 
nine towns or villages, extending to five or fix 
leagues round. The foil is excellent, very fertile, 
and abounding in rice, cotton, indigo, and other 
grain : a great quantity of cotton and painted 
fluffs are manufactured there. 

The revenues of the lands of Karical and its 
dependencies, the farms of tobacco and betel, and 
the cuftoms, amount annually to ten thoufand 
pagods of gold, near one hundred thoufand livres 
of our money. 

It may be faid with truth, that none of the 
European nations poffefs on the Coromandel 
coaft an eftablifhment fo confiderable and ex- 
tenfive. 

Thus the honour and dominions of the French 
in the Indies continued to increafe in a glorious 
manner, when there happened one of the greateft 
and moft fatal revolutions that had been feen for 
a long time in the peninfula within the Ganges. 
An irruption of barbarous gentiles threatened to 
fwallow up and deftroy every thing ; the wife 
condudt of the governor of Pondicherry put a 
flop to their fury, delivered thofe from the fword 

• who 
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who would othcrwife have been its vidtims, and 
and at laft difpelled the florm. 

To trace this event up to the principles which 
gave occafion to it, it perhaps would be necef- 
lary to give an account of the war which Maho- 
met Sehah, emperor of the Moguls, maintained 
in 1735 and 1736 againft Nadir Schah king of 
Perfia, better known under the name of Thamas 
Kou/i Kan, which he bore when a private man, 
and with which all the univerie has rung. But 
the hiftory of that incurfion being already written, 
I refer the reader to it, not having myfelf any 
new memoirs on that fuhjcft. 

After the mogul emperor had been dethroned 
and made prifoncr in his capital, from whence 
the conqueror carried off immenfe treafures, fome 
nabobs (r) or viceroys of the peninfula, imagined 
this was a favourable moment to al'pire to an in- 
dependent fovereignty. They flattered themfelves 
they miglit attempt it with fo much the more 
fuccefs, as there was no appearance that the king 
of Perfia, after having traverfed fo vaft an extent 
of country, and having been fo well rewarded for 
his enterprife, fhould think of coming to attack 
them in a region fo little known to him, as was 
the neighbourhood of cape Comorin. It was to- 
wards thefe provinces that the nabob of Arcatte, 
Daouft A!y Kan, the fame who had granted the 
French leave to coin money, flattered himfelf 
with the hopes of erecting a kingdom for his 

( ) Archive' o r the company of the Indies, n. 161, c. S3. 1 . i. 
i. a ms \.Kv.‘ memoir. 
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elded fon Sabder Aly Kan, and another for his 
fon-in-law Sander Saheb, young men, ambitious 
indeed, but deftitute of the neceflary talents to 
fucceed in fuch a defign. Arcatte is a large 
city, thirty leagues fouth-weft of Pondicherry, 
and one of the uglieft in the world. 

The moguls, who had extended their con- 
quefts far into that part of the Indies under the 
reign of Aurengezebe, of whom I have fpoken, 
had dill fuffered the kingdoms of Trichcnapaly, 
Tanjaour, Madura, Maiffour, and Marava, to 
fubfid. Thefe edates were governed by gentile 
princes, fubje&ed to pay an annual tribute to the 
mogul emperor, which they did not always per- 
form with the greateft punctuality. From time 
to time the emperor had been obliged to fend his 
armies againft them, in order to force them to 
fatisfy his demands. They came at lad to be in 
great arrears, thro’ the weaknefs of the govern- 
ment of Mahomet Schah, more taken up with 
the pleafures of his ftraglio, than with the cares 
of his dominions, which he abandoned to mini- 
ders as voluptuous and dillipated as himfclf. 

Daoud Aly Kan, nabob of Arcatte, laid hold 
of this circumdance to make war upon the gen- 
tile princes his neighbours. He affcmbled an 
army of horfe from twenty-five to thirty 
thoufand, with a proportion.. He number of in- 
fantry, the command whereof he gave to Sabder 
Aly Kan his fon, and Sander Saheb Ins Ion- in- 
law, who began their warlike operations by feiz- 
ing the territories of Trichcnapaly, and laying 
fiege to the capital, a large populous c'ty, Jving 

about 
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about thirty-five leagues fouth-weft of Pondicher- 
ry. It was compleatly inverted by the army of 
the Moors on the 6th of March 1736, and taken 
by artault the 26th of April following. Sabder 
Aly Kan eftablifhed his brother-in-law Sander Sa- 
heb in the government of Trichenapaly, who 
took upon him the title of nabob or viceroy. 

After having made themfelves matters of all 
the country, they invaded the kingdom of Tan- 
jaour, and laid fiege to the capital of the fame 
name, where Sahagy the king had ttiut himfelf 
up with all the troops he could get together. 
That place being very well fortified for people 
unacquainted with the methods employed in 
Europe, by which the ftrongeft and beft-defended 
cities are at laft taken, they turned the fiege into 
a blockade, after having attacked it to no purpofe 
for the fpace of fix months. 

While Sander Saheb commanded at the fiege, 
his brother Bara Saheb advanced towards the 
fouth with a detachment of fifteen thoufand horfe, 
and made himfelf matter of Marava, Madura, 
and the country about cape Comorin. Then 
afeending along the Malabar coaft, he puttied his 
conquefts into the province of Travancour. In 
thefe circumrtances it was, that Sander Saheb put 
the French in pofiefiion of Karical, as we have 
already related. 

All the gentile princes, greatly alarmed at thole 
conquefts, difpatched meflengers on meflengers 
ugo the king of the Marattes, reprefenting to him, 
ftnat if they were not lpeedily aflifted, their prin- 
cipalities and religion mutt be entirely deftroyed 

by 
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by the mahometans. The chief minifters of that 
prince, moft of whom are bramins, perfuaded him 
that it was an indifpenfable article of his duty to 
comply with their requeft. 

This king is named Maha Raja, profefies the 
fame religion, that is to fay, the fame idolatry 
with the people of Trichenapaly and Tanjaour, 
and reigns over a vaft extent of country. He has 
frequently with an army of a hundred and fifty 
thoufand horfe, and as many infantry, ravaged the 
dominions of the mogul, and drawn from thence 
immenfe contributions. The Marattes his fub- 
jedts are little known in Europe. War is their 
chief bufinefs. They dwell on the fouth-eaft of 
the mountains which lie beyond Goa towards the 
Malabar coaft; the capital of their country, a 
very confiderablc city, is called Satara. 

The follicitations of the king of Tanjaour and 
the other gentile princes, together wfith the 
defire to pillage a country, that had been long 
enriched by the gold and filver which all the 
nations of the world had carded thither for the 
purchafe of their commodities, at laft determined 
Maha Raja king of the Marattcs to fend thither 
an army of fixty thoufand horfe, and a hundred 
and fifty thoufand foot, under the command of 
Ragogi Boufoula Sena Saheb Soula, his elded: 
fon, who began his march in the month of 
Odtober 1759. 

Daoufl Aly Kan, nabob of Arcatte, having 
had advice of their approach, wrote to his fon 
and fon- in-law, w'ho ftill kept the king of Tan- 
iaour 'blocked up in his capital, to join him with 

* all 
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all expedition, in order to cover their own domi- 
nions. But thefe two generals, loth to abandon 
their conquefts, were in no hafte to obey. The 
army of the Marattcs advanced in the mean time 
by long marches to Arcane, pillaging and ra- 
vaging all the country through which they 
palled. 

The nabob, having affemblcd all the troops he 
had left, took pofiefiion of the ftraits ot the 
mountains of Cananuv, twenty-five leagues to 
weft of Arcatte, a very difficult pafs, which a 
imall number of troops might defend againft the 
moft numerous army. He likewile caul'cd all the 
other places, thro’ which he thought the Ma- 
rattcs might penetrate into his dominions, to be 
guarded. 

They arrived at the mountains of Canamay in 
the month of May 1740: but perceiving that 
they could not force the nabob in his poft, with- 
out great lofs, they encamped at the entrance of 
the defiles, and lent l'ome of their people to a 
gentile prince, who guarded another paflage with 
five or fix thomand men, on whom Daouft Aly 
Kan had imagined he might depend. But that 
prince foon fuffered himfeif to be corrupted by 
the remonftrance% the promiies and money of 
the Marattcs. 1 1 is bramins removal the difficul- 
ties which he had to content to this piece of 
treachery, by giving him to unde: ‘land that the iuc- 
cefs of this war might deftroy the mahometan fu- 
peiftition in their part of the world, andrc-eftablifli 
the religion of their anceftois. He promifed to 
deliver the pafiage which lie guarded to the Ma- 
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rattes ; and while they were amufing the nabob 
with flight fkirmiflies, they marched their troops 
towards the fmall defile, of which they took pof- 
feffion on the nineteenth of May. From thence 
they marched to furprize him in the rear, and 
had come within two cannon fliot of him, be- 
fore he had any intelligence of his having been 
betrayed. 

When he was informed that on the fide of Ar- 
catte there appeared a body of cavalry advancing 
towards his camp, he imagined they were the 
troops of his fons coming to join him. But as 
foon as he heard the furious difeharges of the 
mulketry, he no longer doubted that they were 
the Marattes who attacked him. His fon Aly 
Kan and feveral general officers immediately 
mounted their elephants, and defended them- 
felvcs with much valour and intrepidity. But 
they were overwhelmed by fo great a fire and 
fuch a terrible dilcharge from the flings, that all 
thofe who accompanied them either periflied or 
took to flight. The nabob and his fon, having 
received feveral wounds by gunfhot, fell dead 
from their elephants; and their fall occafioncd fo 
great a panic, that the rout became general 
throughout the army. Almofl all the general 
officers were killed or trod under foot by the 
elephant 0 , which funk down, to the middle of 
the leg in the mud ; the ground being extremely 
wet by the rains which fell the night before. 
Some who had been prefent at the engagement, 
affirm, that never field of battle prefented a fight 
more hideous, Gf horfes, camels,, and elephants 

wounded 
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wounded and furious, mingled and overwhelmed 
together with officers and foldiers, fending forth 
frightful cries, making vain efforts to efcape from 
the Houghs full of blood wherein they were plung- 
ed, and Hiding and crushing to pieces thofe 
wounded foldiers who wanted ftrength to rife. 

Cityzor Kan, general of the mogul army, and 
intimate friend of Imam Saheb governor of Mafu- 
lipatan, and one who had done the company the 
molt important fervices, was ffiot in five places, 
and befides dreadfully wounded by a Hone from a 
fling, which firuck out one of his eyes and over- 
threw him from his elephant, after he had de- 
fended himfelf a long time againfi that multitude 
of enemies which environed him *. His dome- 
Hicks who were about him, feeing him fall to 
the ground, carried him to a neighbouring wood, 
and thought of nothing but making their efcape 
from the enemy. After a march of ten or twelve 
days, they arrived at Alemparve, otherwife Joro- 
bandel, with their wounded mafler. His jaw- 
bone was broke in pieces, and half of his tongue 
carried away by a mufket-ball j another had 
lodged in his bread, and three more in his back, 
and one of his eyes was firuck out. The fur- 
geon major to the company was fent to him, who 
waited on him five and twenty days, without be- 
ing able to favc him ; this brave officer died thirty- 
five days after the battle. On the approach of 
the Marattes, Imam Saheb had retired to Joro- 
bandel ; and when he faw his friend arrive in 

* It m?.y here be remarked, that a difeharge cf flings from the 
• Maratte?, is more terrible than the mcit violent fire of mufteta. 

that 
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that condition, he was penetrated with grief j he 
never left him a moment till his death, at which 
he felt the deepeft concern. 

This dreadful battle was fought on Friday the 
20th of May 1740. The Marattes took a great 
number of prifoners, the chief of whom were 
Taqua Saheb, grand divan, fon-in-law of Daouft 
Aly Kan, and the nabob Eras Kan Mirzoutou, 
general of the horfe. They plundered the camp, 
carried off the military chert, and took the ftan- 
dard ofMahomet and that of the emperor, above 
forty elephants, and a great number of horfes. 
The body of Aly Daouft Kan was found among 
the dead, but that of his fon could not be diftifl- 
guilhed, which without doubt had been crufhed 
to pieces by the elephants, as had been the cafe 
of many others. 

As loon as the report of this defeat was fpread 
thro’ the country, the alarm and .confternation 
which it occafioned are inexprefiible. People at 
Pondicherry would not believe it, even when 
they faw a prodigious multitude of Moors and 
gentiles running thither for fhelter, and earneftly 
demanding an afylum, as in a place which they 
reckoned the fafeft of all the coaft, and where 
they expe&ed to meet with the greatefl affiftance 
and the mod humane reception. In fhort, the 
crowd became fo prodigious, that they were 
obliged to caufe the gates to be Ihut againft them. 
M. Dumas, the governor, let the world fee of 
what he was capable in fuch a juncture. He 
greatly reinforced the gate of Valdaour j he was 
Vol, II. I there 
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there night and day, preventing confufion, and 
giving the neceffary orders. The quantity of grain 
and baggage of all kinds, which on that occafion 
came into Pondicherry during fifteen days, is in- 
credible. The houfes and the ttreets were l’o 
filled with them, that it was with difficulty one 
could pafs along ; all the merchants within and 
without the city, who had confiderable quanti- 
ties of effects at Arcatte or in the country, having 
cau fed them to be carried thither, at the firft 
news of the approach of the Marattes. 

On the 25th of May, the fifth after the battle, 
the widow of the nabob Daouft Aly Kan, all the 
women of his family and their children, pre- 
fented themfelves before the gate of Valdaour, 
earneflly befeeching that they might be received 
into the city, to which they had brought all the 
gold, filver, jewels, and other valuable effects 
which they could get together. 

This was a delicate juncture for the French. 
It was to be feared that the Marattes, when in- 
formed of the place where the whole family of 
the nabob had taken refuge with their treafures, 
would lay fiege to Pondicherry, in order to carry 
them off. On the other hand, the French would 
be difhonoured throughout all the Indies, if they 
refufed to receive that fugitive family, which had 
commanded for a long time in the province, and 
had favoured them on all occafions. Befides, 
the leaft revolution might bring about a change 
in the face of affairs, and oblige the Marattes to 
return to their own country ; in which cafe Sab- 
der Aly Kan and all his family would become the 

irrecon- 
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irreconcileable enemies of the French, and talr^ 
all the revenge again ft them in their power. 

The governor, refolving to take nothing upon 
himfelf, aflembled the fovereign council. He 
laid before them the reafons which weighed on 
either fide ; but he made it appear that gratitude, 
honour, humanity, and thofe fentiments wherein 
the nation placed their glory, would not permit 
them to fend back a family fo refpe&able, and fo 
many unfortunate perfons who came to throw 
themfclves into their arms; therefore he was of 
opinion to receive them, and to grant them the 
protection of their ftandard. This refolution Was 
generally approved in the council, and applauded 
by all the French in Pondicherry. 

Immediately they went in great ceremony to 
meet the nabob’s widow, all the garrifon was put 
under arms, and the ramparts . were manned. 
The governor in a magnificent palanquin, accom- 
panied by all his horfe and foot guards, went to 
receive her at the gate of Valdaour. That prin- 
cefs, her daughters and relations, were in two and 
twenty palanquins, followed by a detachment of 
one thoufand five hundred horfemen, eighty ele- 
phants, three hundred camels, above two hundred 
chariots drawn by oxen, in which were their re- 
tinue, and laftly, above two thoufand beafts of 
burthen. As foon as the princefs entered the city, 
ffie was faluted by a general difeharge of the can- 
non in the citadel, and conducted with all her 
relations to the apartments provided for her : all 
the mogul officers gave marks of extreme joy and 

I 2 ‘ fatisfadtion 
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fatisfa&ion at the good reception they met with 
on this occafion. 

Never was a day more glorious and fLlteiing 
to Pondicherry and the French nn wio* . in t.iL In- 
dies. It had been in appear;.!. F.’cr and more 
obvious, for the widow of tire ni.bob and ell that 
fugitive people, to take refuge,'. 1 orto-Novn/JVan- 
quebar or Negapatam, among theEnguih a: id the 
Dutch, nearer and mm id po w cri ii i 1 1 i l lH us. But 
all, without heiltation, came to put themfelves 
under the protection of tire French evi.Lndy 
fhewing that they had more efteem and repok'd 
greater confidence in them, than in all the i,-ihtr 
nations of Europe. 

In the mean time Sabder Aly Kan, db ; dm 
of Aly Daouft Kan, with eight bundled horle. 
arrived within a day’s march < >j Arcatk . fuo da_v 
after the battle. But belie; informed of la- 
ther’s death, and the i. ud blue o r the engage- 
ment, his men abandoned him, and he was obliged 
to take fheltcr in the bat rtfs of Vclonir. Sander 
Sahcb his brother-in-law, having Idt Trid ena- 
paly with four hundred liorfe, to come to the 
afiiflance of Iris father-in-law, was likew ife in- 
formed on the road tit this melancholy piece id- 
news, and found all the country already in anus 
againfl the Moors. ’ Several paliag ;es or petty 
princes in the neighbourhood, and the mainards, 
or provofts of the jurifdiCtion, carried away by 
the general fright and the torrent, declared againft 
him, and formed a resolution to feize him, and 
deliver him up to the general of the Marattes, in 
• order 



tile EAST-INDIES, 117 

order to gain his favour. But having got intel- 
ligence of their defign, he made a hafty retreat 
to the fortrefs of Trichenapaly, where he fhut 
himfeif up. 

The nevt day a her the battle, the general of 
the Marat* c?- ■ nteuvi Arcatte, of which he made 
him fed rv.ife. witnout any opposition. All the 

• rv vvai pint! v-- c d, mb of it burnt, after 

the :xm\n ! b:. J •/<..!; a. prodigious booty. 
Afu,rw:rds tin •' en nfv'cot detachments on all 
fide br to i. the country under contri- 

HiU \ .im.v/ c reaped their cruelty and ava- 

• .ee ' tvng a law amongft them, that the 

:e *•- of u: )fe dying parties fhould have for their 
ih.- \ < M<e half the booty they make, they exer- 
.’‘.e-.: -1 li imaginable barbarities againft the gentiles, 
tir;>’ ot the fame religion, and ftill greater againft 
the Moors or Mabou;e;ans. They carried iron 
•hair* along with them, to which they chained 
down tboi'e whom uk/ were to put to the 
•iucitu'n, having f.fl ftript tlicm naked; then 
they fet lire u- ter ti cm. and thus tortured them 
till they h -d difeuv.-mb ,d; their effedts to the laft 
roupie. The number of people that perithed 
by tlii- cruel treatment, and the fword, is almoft 
incredible, for they put to the fword thofe who 
were poor and had nothing to give. All the 
places into v. hich they made their irruptions were 
utterly ruined and deftroyed ; which occafioned 
a great lofs to the country in the manufadture of 
ftuffs, mod of the gentiles being weavers, and 
very dextrous at that bubnefs. 

While thefe barbarians were thus laying wafte 
13* the 
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the province of Arcatte and the neighbouring 
country, Sabder Aly Kan, ftill fliut up in the 
fortefs of Velours, fent deputies to the chief of the 
Marattes, to make propofals for an accommoda- 
tion. After various negotiations, the treaty was 
concluded on the following mortifying con- 
ditions : That Sabder Aly Kan fliould fucceed 
his father in the place of nabob of Arcatte j that 
he fliould pay to the Marattes a hundred lacs, or 
a hundred millions of roupies ; that he fliould 
evacuate all the territories of Trichenapaly and of 
Tanjaour ; that he fliould join his troops to thofe 
of the Marattes, to drive his brother-in-law San- 
der Saheb out of the city, fortrefs and territory of 
Trichenapaly, which he had feized j laftly, that 
all the gentile princes of the Coromandel coaft 
fliould be reinftated in the pofleffion of thofe 
countries they had occupied before the war. 
This treaty was figned at Arcatte, towards the 
end of Auguft 1740. 

Tho’ the Marattc general might very well be 
fatisfied with it, two other reafons engaged him 
to comply ; the motions of the king of Golcondk, 
and the firmnefs of the French. 

As foon as Nazar Sinque, fouba of Golconda, 
and fon of Nifam El Mouk, chief minifler to the 
mogul, was informed of the devaluations thofe 
foreign barbarians were committing in Carnate, 
he thought it his duty to endeavour to flop their 
progrefs, that he hinifelf might not tall a victim to 
them. He fet out on his march again!! them 
With an army of fixfy thouiand cavalry, and a 
hundred and fifty thoufand foot. But at his arri- 
*'.• : val 
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val on the banks of the Quichena, twelve days 
march from Arcatte, he found the river fo fwoln 
that it was impoflible to pafs any farther. The 
Maratte general being informed of his approach, 
and knowing that he only waited the fall of the 
waters to continue his march, was afraid of lofing 
all the advantages he had gained by the arrival of 
fo formidable an enemy ; this reflection facili- 
tated the conclufion of the treaty with Sabder 
Alv Kan. 

The refinance made by the French entirely de- 
termined him. Above a year before this incur- 
fion, a Moor of diftinCtion came on purpofe to 
inioim the governor of Pondicherry, who was 
his particular friend, of this affair, and would 
not leave him, till he had taken it down in 
writing. It is not known in what manner, a 
perfon at fo great a diftance, and fo long before, 
could come to the knowledge of *it. The mo- 
ment he received intelligence of the firft motions 
of the Marattes, M. Dumas took every proper 
meafure for his fccurity. The fortifications of 
the city were not as yet compleated on the fide 
of the fea, wherefore he cauled build a ftrong 
wall on both fides of the city, in order to fhut 
up an interval of forty or fifty toifes which re- 
mained open from the houfes to the fea ; he re- 
paired the old fortifications, built new ones, fur- 
nished the place with provilions and warlike 
flores, put arms in the hands, not only of the 
garrilon and the guards, but of all the inhabitants 
of the city who were in a condition to bear them, 
and ‘appointed to every one his poft and his 

I 4 * office. 
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office. Thefe preparations for defence partly en- 
gaged the people of the neighbourhood to run thi- 
ther in crowds, demanding an afylum after the 
battle of Canamay. 

The event juftificd the wifdom of all thofe pre- 
cautions. The conquering general having taken 
pofleffion of Arcatte, threatened to attack Pon- 
dicherry with all his forces, unlefs he had imme- 
diate fatisfadtion made by the payment of confi- 
derable fums. Several letters palled between him 
and the French governor on this head. The 
Marratte general demanded fifteen millions of 
livres as a preliminary to the treaty, an annual 
tribute to be paid, and the wife and fon of San- 
der Kan, with his elephants, horfes and riches, 
to be delivered up to him. But M. Dumas fhewed 
by his anfwers that he was not terrified at his me- 
naces. And indeed he had made l'uflicient prepa- 
rations againft any 1'udden attack of thofe barba- 
rians, having laid in a great quantity of provi- 
lions and warlike ft ores in the city, and mounted 
above four hundred pieces of cannon and mortars 
on the fortifications. He had likewife formed a 
body of infantry confifting of twelve hundred 
Europeans, whom he exercifed daily both in the. 
fervice of the cannon and the mufketry ; ajul an- 
other of Malabars or mahometans, to the number 
of four or five thoufand, who, tho* not much to 
be depended on, being bad foldiers, yet greatly 
relieved the garrifon, as they mounted guard re- 
gularly on the bullions and courtines. ' 

Thus they continued under arms at Pondicherry 
from the month of May 1740, to April 1-741. 

'in 



the EAST-INDIES. ,21 

In the mean time Ragogi Boufoula general of the 
Marattes ravaged and laid wafte all the country 
about, being more intent upon making booty 
than taking places and keeping them. He found 
moft refiftance at Trichenapaly, of which he was 
defirous to make himfelf mafter, that he might 
take Sander Sahcb who had (hut himfelf up there, 
and ftill defended himfelf with a great deal of 
courage. Trichenapaly is a ftrong city for the 
Indies, being furrounded with a ftrong high wall, 
and flanked with towers at certain distances, with 
a double rampart and a ditch full of water. The 
Marattes, after having entirely invefted it, opened 
the trenches on the 1 5 th of December, and formed 
four attacks, which they pufhed vigoroufly by 
fapping the walls under galleries that were per- 
fectly well formed. 

Bara Saheb being informed that his brother 
Sander Saheb was hard prefled by the barbarians, 
departed from Maduras with eight thoufand horfe, 
in order to endeavour to enter Trichenapaly, and 
force the Marattes to raife the fiege. But they, 
having had advice of his approach, marched out 
and met them at fome leagues diftance from their 
camp with twenty thoufand horfe and ten thou- 
fand foot. They engaged him in feveral bloody 
battles, in which Bara Saheb was killed, his army 
cut in pieces, and his camp pillaged. His body 
was carried to the general ot the Marattes, who 
feemed affected at the death of fo accomplifhed a 
perfon, who had given fuch great proofs of his 
valour. After he had viewed it with regret, he 

caufed 
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caufed it to be covered with rich fluffs, and fent 
it to Sander Saheb his brother, that he might give 
it the ufual honours of a funeral. 

This melancholy event overwhelmed Sander Sa- 
heb with grief, and entirely difcouraged him. Hav- 
ing been for a long time in want of provifions and 
warlike flores, and of money to pay his ganifon, 
and now finding himfelf reduced to the lafl extre- 
mity, he furrendered himfelf prifoner of war. 
The general of the Marattcs, latir-fied with his fub- 
mifiion, granted him his life and liberty, on the 
condition of a high ranfom, took pofTefiion of the 
place on the lafl day of April 1741, afterafiege 
of five months, abandoned it to the pillage of his 
army, and placed a garrifon of fix thoufand men 
in it, till he fhould receive farther orders from the 
king of the Marattes his father. 

His army having been more than fufficient for 
the fiege of that city, he had fent a detachment 
of eight thoufand horfe and about as many foot, 
to the fea-coaft, who attacked Porto-Novo about 
fix leagues to the fouth of Pondicherry, and eafily 
made themfelves mailers of a city which was en- 
tirely open. They plundered it, and carried off 
all the merchandizes found in the magazines of the 
Dutch, French and Englifli. Luckily the French 
company did not lofe above the value of three or 
four thoufand pagods in blue fluffs, which were 
flill in the hands of the weavers and dyers ; for 
M. Dumas having forefeen thefe troubles for forne 
time before, had caufed the value of twenty thou- 
fand pagods in them to be carried to Pondi- 
cherry. 


From 
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From Porto-Novo the Marattes marched to 
Goudelour, an English fettlement four leagues to 
the fouth of Pondicherry, which they pillaged, 
nor were the cannon of Fort St, David able to 
prevent them. After this they encamped at Ar- 
chiouac, a league and a half from Pondicherry, 
without daring to approach nearer the city. From 
thence they attacked Congymer and Ladras, two 
confiderableeftablifhments belongingto the Dutch, 
whole magazines were entirely plundered. 

From this place the chiefs of the detachment 
wrote feveral times to M. Dumas, and even fent 
a principal officer, a mogul by religion, to repeat 
their menaces and demands ; protefting that in 
cafe of refufal, they had orders to intercept all the 
provifions carried to Pondicherry, and that the 
reft of their army would lay fiege to the place 
as foon as Trichenapaly was taken, which could 
not now hold out above fifteen days. The go- 
vernor gave this officer, who was a man of cou- 
rage and merit, a very polite reception. He ffiewed 
the condition of the place and the artillery, the 
great quantity of provifions with which the city 
was provided, and like wife the ftrength of the 
citadel, which could in an inftant be blown up 
into the air by the mines dug below it. He af« 
fured him that he had refolved to defend it to the 
laft extremity, rather than comply with any of the 
demands made by the general of the Marattes, 
which befides were not in his power to grant. 
He added, that he had caufed all the remaining 
merchandize goods and moft valuable effedts to 

be 
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be embarked on ffiipboard ; and if by a feries of 
misfortunes he found his refources exhaufted, that 
it would be an eafy matter for him to embark and 
return to his native country j and by this means 
they would have nothing to gain, but a great deal 
to lofe. The mogul officer, who had never feen 
a city in his country fo well fortified, was ftruck 
at the fight, and returned perfectly well finished 
with the civilities of the French, and full of efteem 
for them. 

A Very inconsiderable prefent which M. Dumas 
made him, contributed more than all the for li fi- 
xations and artillery of Pondicherry to put an end 
to this cruel war. This is a frelh proof of what 
has been fo often obferved : That the moft. im- 
portant events depend frequently on the greatdt 
trifles. It being the cuftom of the country to 
make always fome prefent to ftrangers of diftinc- 
tion, M. Dumas gave the mogul ten bottles of 
the different liquors of Nantz, under the name of 
cordials ; for if he had told him that the founda- 
tion of them was fpirit of wine, he could not have 
accepted them, becaufe the mahometan religion 
prohibits the ufc of them. The officer having 
given a tafte of them to the general of the i\la- 
rattes, who was not prohibited their ufe, found 
them excellent, and his miftrefs flill better : fhe 
demanded of the general to procure her fome, 
and told him that fhe muft have them at what price 
and condition foever. Ragogi Boufoula, embar- 
rafled with her continual and preffing importu- 
nities, durfl: not afk them diredly of M. Dumas, 

. for 
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for fear of lying under an obligation to him, and 
being under a neceffity to acknowledge it. He 
can fed indirect propofals to be made that he fhould 
fell him fome of them, offering him a hundred 
roupies and more for each bottle. The gover- 
nor, who was acquainted with the caufe of this 
extraordinary eagernefs, feigned ignorance of thefe 
offers proceeding from the general of the Ma- 
rattes, who began to be in bad terms with his 
miftrefs. That prince not being able to fee her 
in a bad humour with him, confented at laft to 
a fti.p which coft him dear, and which he looked 
upon as contrary to his intereft and his honour-; 
he caufed the liquors to be demanded in his name, 
promifing to acknowledge the favour gratefully. 
M. Dumas pretending that he had been hitherto 
ignorant that the Maratte prince wanted them for 
bimfelf, font him thirty bottles of different forts, 
caufing him to be told that he was charmed with 
naving any thing that could be agreeable to him. 
The Maratte received them with great joy, gave 
them immediately to his miftrefs,, who was ap- 
peafed and contented ; and when he fent to thank 
the governor, he gave him a paffport for two of 
his people, whom he begged him to fend to him, 
in order to treat of an accommodation. This de- 
fire which -the Maratte had to procure his liquors, 
had already caufed him to prohibit his troops from 
infuking the city of Pondicherry, around which 
they had remained encamped for fevcral months. 

The governor taking advantage of thefe favou- 
rable moments and difpofitions, chofe two bramins 

• of 
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of the city, men of fpirit and entirely in his in- 
tereft, whom he fent immediately to the general 
of the Marattes, with inftrudtions and powers to 
negociate a peace. They reprefented to him the 
injuftice of his pretenlions, the difficulty he would 
have to obtain them by force, and the impoffibi- 
lity of the governor’s being able to fatisfy them. 
They very dexteroufly made appear the advanta- 
geous fituation of Pondicherry, the numerous ar- 
tillery with which it was defended, the quantity 
of provifions with which it was furnilhed, the 
precautions which had been taken to retire by 
fea in cafe of neccffity, and Lilly, the refolutions 
of the French to defend themfelves to the laft ex- 
tremity. This report having been confirmed by 
the mogul officer who had been at Pondicherry, 
let the Marattes underhand, that in attacking 
that place they had much to lofe, and nothing 
to gain. They agreed about the beginning of 
May to return to their native country, according 
to the advice of their general, and even demanded 
nothing of the French. Thus by a very lingular 
occurrence, and by the wifdom of the governor 
of Pondicherry, this horrible fcourge of the Ma- 
rattes was averted, which had threatened the 
utter deftrudlion of the French nation in the 
Indies. 

The teftimonies of efteem and gratitude which 
the good conduit of the governor procured him 
were great. The widow of the nabob Daouft 
AH Kan, highly fenlible of the civilities Ihe had 
received every day from the governor and -his la- 

d >% 
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dy, informed her fon Sabder Aly Kan of it : who 
more fenfible of the generous reception (he had 
met with, than if it had been done to himfelf, 
wrote to M. Dumas in the moft obliging and af- 
fectionate terms. 

This prince’s mother being informed that he 
had made pe^ce with the Marattes, fent to him, 
defiring fhe might fee him, in order to alle- 
viate the grief (he felt at her hufoand’s death. 
Sabder Aly Kan promifed immediately to obey 
her. He and his brother-in-law Sander Saheb, 
with fome of their principal lords and domeftics, 
having at M. Dumas’s defire left their troops 
encamped without the limits of the company's 
lands, arrived at Pondicherry on the firft of Sep- 
tember towards the evening. M. Dumas received 
him at the gate of Valdaour, and as foon as he 
alighted from his palanquin, embraced him with 
great demonftrations of friend (hip and refpedfc. 
He embraced in the fame manner the grand di- 
van, Taka Saheb, fon-in-law of Daouft Aly Kan, 
Sander Saheb, and all the other nabobs and lords 
of diitindtion. Then he took the nabob by the 
hand, and led him to a tent provided for his re- 
ception, adorned and illuminated in a magnificent 
manner. The greateft part of the garrifon, and 
failors of the European ftiips in a military drefs, 
were under arms, and guarded the gates and the 
walls. 

After refting a fhort time in the tent, the nabob 
made a pompous entry into the city, and was 
conduced to the company’s gardens, where his 
* . mother 
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mother and fifters were lodged. The two firft 
days were fpent in mourning and tears, according 
to the cuftom of the Moors ; and the vifit to the 
governor was deferred till the 4th of September. 

M. Dumas received him with all the honours 
due to his rank. Sabder Aly Kan made ufe of the 
moil lively andaffedionate expreffions, totedify his 
gratitude to thegovernor, for the afylum theF rench 
had afforded to his mother, at fo critical a jundure, 
declaring that neither he nor his fhould ever for- 
get it ; and that for the future M. Dumas fhould 
be as much mader in the province of Arcatte as 
himfelf. 

After a convcrfation of fome time, M. Dumas 
having paid the uliial compliments of fetring be- 
tel before them, and fprinkling the head and 
cloaths of the perfons of the grcateft didindion 
with a little role-water, offered in the name of 
the company the ufual prelents to the nabob and 
the lords of his retinue j for it is the eflablifhed 
maxim of the country to make prdents on all 
vifits and extraordinary occafions. The lords took 
what was given them; but the nabob would ac- 
cept only in fign of fiiendfhip, of two veffcls for 
holding role- water, a little vermilion and filigrecn 
work. He returned to his apartment highly latif- 
fied with his polite reception, and the honours 
done him. That very evening, in tedimony of 
his gratitude, he fent the governor a lerpeau, and 
one of his fined elephants, which in that country 
is looked upon as the mod honourable prefent 
that can be made. 


Some 
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Some days before he had made him one ftill 
more real and confiderable. When he gave him 
notice of his arrival at Pondicherry, he caufed to 
be delivered to him the paravanas , or letters pa- 
tent, whereby he ceded to him perfonally, and 
not to the company, the Aldees, or lands of Ar- 
chionac, Tedouvatanam, Villenour, and three 
others bordering on the fouthern territory of Pon- 
dicherry, which bring in a yearly revenue of 
twenty-five thoufand livres. 

To this adt of generality, Sabder Aly Kan a 
year afterwards added another prefent equally mag- 
nificent and honourable : this was the armour and 
habit of ceremony which belonged to his father 
Daouft Aly Kan. Sabder Aly Kan fent this pre- 
fent to M. Dumas a fhort time before he returned 
to France, that he might give him the laft tefti- 
mony of his friendfhip, and engage him to re- 
member him, even in thofe extremities of the 
world to which he was foon to pafs. He ac- 
companied this prefent with a letter carried by 
Mirgoulam Oulfen Kan his principal favourite. 

When it was known at the court of Dcly, that 
Sabder Aly Kan had ceded feveral Aldees per- 
fonally to M. Dumas, fo far from being offended 
that a Frenchman had become proprietor and 
lord of lands depending on the empire, a thing 
hitherto without example, the mogul emperor 
on the contrary, caufed that donation to be ratified 
by a firman (h) y the molt authentic of all their 
letters patent. 

[b) p t 'it fivana is the word ufed for the letters patent of the princes 
or nabobs : and finnan for thofe of .the mogul caterer, 

Vo l. II. K Soon 
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Soon after this favour was crowned by another 
ftill more honourable, which fhewed the efteem 
the Indian princes bore to M. Dumas, and the 
confidence they repofed in him. This was the 
dignity of nabob and of manfoupdar, which gave 
him the command of four azary and a half, that 
is to fay, of 4500 mogul cavalry, two thoufand 
whereof, even in time of peace, he might keep 
about him as a guard to his perfon, without being 
at any charge for their maintenance. No Euro- 
pean had ever been favoured with fuch an ho- 
nour in the Indies ; and it (hews the great efteem 
and confidence with which the princes of the 
country honour the French nation. 

The more fplendid that dignity was to the per- 
fon who bore it, the more flattering it was to the 
nation, and advantageous to the French company, 
who fhould henceforth be defended by the troops 
of the great mogul and his generals, the collegues 
of the governor of Pondicherry, the more was 
M. Dumas fenfible of how great importance it 
was to have that title and its privileges tranfmitted 
to his fucceflors. Having been determined for 
two years before to return to France, and every 
day expecting the permiflion from the king and 
the company, he petitioned the mogul emperor, 
that the title and privileges of nabob, with which 
he had honoured him, might not be entirely per- 
fonal to him, but that his majefty would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to confer them in perpetuity on 
the governors of Pondicherry. To have deferved 
and obtained the firft favour, was an aflured 
pledge that the fccond would not be refufed to 
3 . him. 
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him. Accordingly the great mogul gracioufly 
granted it to M. Dumas, and immediately caufed 
a firman to be expeded to that effedt. 

When M. Dumas, now on the point of return- 
ing to France, refigned the government of Pon- 
dicherry to M Duplcix in the month of Odtober 
1741, he like wife put him in pofleflion of the 
title of nabob, and caufed him to be acknow- 
ledged in that quality by the 4500 horfemen 
whom he commanded. This title is fo much the 
more valuable, that it (hews the preference the 
Indians give to the French above all other nations 
of Europe, none of which enjoy any rank or pri- 
vilege in the lead refembling this j that it afloci- 
ates the governor of Pondicherry to the generals 
of the mogul j that it engages them to protedt us 
againft all thofe who may attack us ; and that in 
time it will contribute greatly to the folidity and 
aggrandizement of the company’s commerce. 

It would not have been juft if fo many and 
fuch important fervices rendered to the company, 
and, it may be faid, to the (late to which the 
trade of the Indies is fo advantageous, had re- 
mained without their reward, after having been 
honoured by the Indian princes themfelves. The 
king in this prevented the folic it; itions, and even 
the thoughts of M. Dumas, by fending him in 
1737 while at Pondicherry, not only letters of 
nobility, but likewife the crofs of St. Michael. 
He arrived at Paris the 23d of June 1742, and 
the 4th of September following his majefty iflued 
out new letters patent confirming the former, 
wherein is related all he’ had done in the £aft> 

K 2 ' Indies, 
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Indies, from his firft voyage till his return. I (hall 
give an extract of them below, in order to excite 
the emulation of thofe who hereafter go to thofe 
foreign countries in the fervice of the company. 

* The king having refolved to honour 'with the 
crofs of St. Michael , his dear and well beloved the 
Jieur Bene dill Dumas , heretofore governor of the 
Raft-Indies and Pondicherry , and at prefent di- 
rector of the company of the Indies , in conjidcra- 
tion that he has given for the fpace of thirty years , 
con ft ant and dijlinguijhed marks of his zeal jor the 
fervice of his majefty , and jor the improvement of the 
commerce of his kingdom. Having gone to the In- 
dies in 1713, at the age oj ' 1 7 years in quality of 
fervant to the company , he was made counjcllor of 
the fupreme council of Pondicherry the 22 d oj 
junc 1718, and procurator general in june 172 1. 
Being named to the general government of the In- 
dies , he obtained the of ice of general dire El or for 
the company of the Indies in the i (lands of France 
and Bourbon ; then he ivas made prefdent of the 
fupreme council, and afterwards governor of thofe 
i (lands. In >735 be was appointed governor of the 
city and fort of Pondicherry, and commandant ge- 
neral of all the French forts and eftablijhments in 
the FjO ft- Indies. In 1737 he obtained of the 
mogul emperor permijfion to coin roupies at Pondi- 
cherry, f rom whence the company draws a yearly 
projit of four hundred thou) and livres. That all 

* Extrad of the Letters Patent given by the king the 4th of Septem 
her 1742, which confirm the ennobling of the ficur Uumas, which 
the king had granted him when he fern him the trof: or Si Michael 
at Pond icher*} , in 1737. 

thofe 
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thoje fervices determined his majejly to ennoble him 
in JyS 7 > and t° name him an ajjociate of his faid 
order of St. Michael. That his conduSl has ever juf- 
tified the rewards he has received from his majcfly , 
having tnoreover obtained gratuitoujly from the 
king of Tanjaour in 1739, the jort of Karcan- 
gery , and the city o f Karical , the lands and duties 
of which arc farmed by the year at a hundred thou - 
(and livres. In 1740, the Mar attes having at - 
tacked and defeated the army of the Moors , and 
killed their general the viceroy of Arcatte, the 
fieur Dumas found it neceffary to give refuge iti 
Pondicherry to all the family of the viceroy and 
the remains of his (battered army. That then the 
Mar attes made difpofitions to bcficge Pondicherry ; 
but by a negotiation of the governor, which did 
great honour to the French nation in the Indies, 
the fieur Dumas not only dijfuaded the barbarians 
from that defign , but determined them to fend an 
ambafi'ador with a prefent , to requcjl the Jriend- 
Jhip of the French nation. That in acknowledge- 
ment of all thole fe> vices , the mogul emperor Ma- 
homet Schab , honoured the governor of Pondicherry 
in perpetuity with a patent for being manfoupdar 
or commandant of 4500 borfe, and confirmed the 
donation made by the viceroy of Ar cat tc to the fieur 
Dumas , of a territory of the yearly revenue of 
txj' nty-flve thou fund livres, adjoining to thoje poj- 
pffed by the company at Pondicherry. In confide- 
r at ion whereof , his majejly ordains the marechal 
due d>' Duras , ( 2 c. 

It is evident that the reputation, credit and 
power of the French in the Indies, have a pro- 

K 3 ’ digious 
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digious influence on the trade they carry on j and 
that it was partly owing to the want of thofe af- 
liftances that the old company of the Eaft-Indics 
came to fail. Pofleffing only the fmall funds of 
Pondicherry, the city or rather village of which 
contained no more than what lay between the 
little rivulet and the fea j having little or no con- 
nection with the princes of the country ; and 
laftly, being continually thwarted in their fales and 
purchafes by the Dutch and Englilh, who traded 
with lofs in the view of ruining them, that fate they 
met with became inevitable j and they were ob- 
liged to abandon their commerce to different pri- 
vate perfons, and in the lafl: place, to the mer- 
chants of St. Malo, on condition of being paid 
certain duties by virtue of their privilege. 

They were reduced to thefe extremities when 
the duke of Orleans the regent, undertook to 
rcftorc the trade of the Indies by uniting together 
all the companies, I mean thole of China, of the 
Eafl- Indies, of Senegal, and of America or the 
Well:. This union was declared by the edict of 
March J719. Hut as it did not provide the nc- 
ccffarv funds for the trade, the 20th of June fol- 
lowing the king created twenty -live millions of 
new action' at 1 500 livrts each, hearing interefl 
of ten per cent. and of the fame nature with thole 
a heady cieated for a hundred millions in August 
1717, whr:!i ecu '.poled rhe lin ds of the com- 
pany of the Wh it, which was then in the moll 
flo : :P fin 7 rotv'hiou. 


. \ oj \ * v » j| * ? 


ufarahng this augmentation of the 
cvumerce of rhe new romoany con- 
tinued 
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tinued to languifh for feveral years, whether on 
account of the immenfe debts with which that of 
the Eaft was loaded both in France and the In- 
dies, where they had borrowed at enormous in- 
tereft as long as their credit lafted ; or becaufe 
they had no fhips in a condition for the fea ; or 
laftly, on account of the bad ftate of their efta- 
blifhments in the iflands of Bourbon and France, 
and of their factories in the Indies, which ob- 
liged them to fupprefs the fovereign council at 
Surat. 

At this time a refource offered, which pro- 
mised every thing that could be hoped for ; but like 
a flafli of lightning, it glared for a time and then 
difappeared. I fpcak of the fatal fyftem of 1720, 
when all France, as if in a fit of madnefs, eagerly 
ran to deftruftion by the route of chimerical milli- 
ons. It was then the new company, enriched for a 
moment with part of the lpoils of the kingdom, 
which the fyftem had procured them, fent three 
lhips to the Indies richly loaden not only with 
European merchandizes, but likewife with gold 
and lilvcr. The directors of Pondicherry, igno- 
rant of what had pafled in F ranee, were extremely 
furprifed, after fo great a decline of their com- 
merce, to receive all on a fudden fuch immenfe 
fums in crowns and louifdors, that the like had 
never happened before nor fince. 

But thele flattering expectations of the rc-efta- 
blifhment of trade, vanifhed almoft as fioon as 
they appeared. The greateft part of the money 
received in the Indies, was fwallowed up in pay- 
ing the moft prefiine and considerable debts con- 

K 4 rafted 
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traced by the old company at Surat, Camboya, 
Bengal and elfewhere ; and the company re- 
ceived a very indifferent cargo in return for the 
prodigious fums they had fcnt out. 

The refource of the fyftem having failed, and 
the billets which the company had in great plenty, 
having been totally fuppreffed before the end of 
the year 1 720, they could find no more funds to 
make remittances to the Indies. So that in 1721 
and 1722, not one fhip fet fail; which drew 
upon us the railleries and infults of all the nations 
in the Indies, and reduced the officers of the 
company to the mod melancholy fituation, hav- 
ing neither credit, effedts, money nor refources. 

The company exerted themfelves, and the king 
afforded them fome affiftance, by which they 
recovered infenfibly, tho’ flowly. In 1723, two 
/hips were fitted out, which ferved rather to fub- 
fift the officers and factors, and to pay their debts, 
than to enrich the company by their returns. 
However, from 1724 to 1726, they fet out three 
or four every year, which re-eftablifhed them by 
degrees. 

The reader will not be difpleafed at finding here 
a fiatc of the fhips which have failed from Pon- 
dicherry to France, with the prices of their cargoes, 
from 1727 to 1741. He will there fee the pro- 
grefs of the company’s commerce, and efpecially 
its prodigious incrcafe iince 1737, under M. M. 
Orrv and de Fulvy, during whole adminiftration 
it was firfl, doubled and then tripled. I fhall only 
obferve, 1 If. that as many fhips fet fail every 
vcr.r horn Bengal as from Pcndichcrrv, conic- 

ouentlv 
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quently that the number in this lift ought to be 
doubled. 2d, That the number of pagods fet 
down is the prime coft of the cargoes. 3d, That 
a pagod is valued at 9 livres of our money. 

There failed from Pondicherry for France. 

In 1727, Odober, and 1728, January, in three 
lliips, to the amount of 248265 pagods in mer- 
cantile goods. 

In 1728, September, and 1729, January, in 
three fliips, 200320 pagods. 

In 1729, September, and 1730, January, in 
three fliips, 248083 pagods. 

In 1730, Odober, and 1731, January, in 
four fliips, 60071 1 pagods. 

In 1731, Odober, and 1732, January, in four 
(hips, 302006 pagods. 

In 1732, September, and 1733, January, in 
four fliips, 260640 pagods. 

In 1733, September, and 1734, February, in 
four fliips, 392987 pagods. 

In 1734, September, and 1735, January, in 
(our fliips, 375341 pagods. 

In 1735, September, and 1736, January, in 
three fliips, 223484 pagods. 

In 1736, Odober, and 173 7, January, in five 
fliips, 351691 pagods. 

In 1737, Odober, and 1738, January, in five 
fliips, 522315 pagods. 

I11 1738, Odober, and 1739, January, in five 
fliips, 586 1 56 pagods. 

In 1739, Odober, and 1740, January, in four 
(hips, 485732 pagods. 

In 1740, 
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In 1740, October, and 1741, Jauuary, in four 
IWps, 555 6 43 P a g ods - 

In 1741, Odtober, and 1742, January, in 
feven fhip~, 954376 pagods. 

The file, which was made this year 1742, at 
at Port l’Orient, amounted to twenty-four millions, 
without including four millions of merchandizes 
which were left on purpofe in the magazines that 
the price might not fall too low by the great quan- 
tity of goods in the mcrcat. I am informed that 
,the two firft fhips which have arrived this year 
1743, arc loaded each to the value of eight hun- 
dred thoufand roupics, that is to fay, about two 
millions prime colt of merchandizes, a thing 
which the company had never feen before. 

From hence, it is eafy to form a notion of the 
extent of their adtual commerce, and the folidity 
of their actions. The proofs of this are evident. 

1. From fifty-fix thoufand actions at which 
the king fixed the company in 1723, forming 
a fund of one hundred and twelve millions, 
and eight millions four hundred thoufand livres 
of dividends, they have withdrawn five 
thoufand, which were annulled and publickly 
burnt by arret in 1725. Befides the dividends 
of the fifty-one thoufand a&ions remaining are 
fatisfied by the eight millions which the farmers 
general pay every year to the company for the 
farms of tobacco, the cxclu/ivc , perpetual , and 
irrevocable privilege of which was granted to the 
company, elpcially for that dcfiiuation, in 1723 
and ] jc. and by the cafinr of Canada. 


2. So 
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2. So far from being embarrafled with the pay- 
ment of their dividends, the fund for them is fixed 
and fettled even in that of the farms general, to 
which none can rcfufe their confidence. 

3. Thus the commerce of the Indies, the ex- 
tent, folidity, and produce whereof we have feen, 
becomes an ' additional fecurity, the profit of 
which remains in flock, and forms a growing 
fund, yearly employed to incrcafe their cargoes, 
and render that of the a&ionairs furer, in the fame 
manner as a merchant throws his profits luccef- 
fively into his trade. 

4. Altho’ the original fund of the a£lion, which 
was but one thoufand five hundred livres, and 
fince that time has had no fixed price, has been 
always paid without any delay on the footing of 
ten per cent, intereft, which has no other lawful 
example in commerce and the flate ; the action airs 
expect and have a right to partake. of the furplus 
which the company fhall draw from their com- 
merce, as the declaration of 1685 promifes and 
bears. If they have fhared nothing as yet, they 
ougiit to refled: that till thefe late years the trade 
has been in a languifliing condition ; that the 
company has been obliged to repair the lofs of 
fevcral large fliips j to fatisfy their old debts ; to 
pay the annuities with which they are burthened. 
which fall but flowly ; to repair their fettle- 
ments, which were in a very bad flate, and to 
build and fit out fhips ; to buy lodges and fac- 
tories, to build magazines in them ; to expend 
above fifteen millions at Louifiana ; to build the 

magnificent port of l’Orient with all its depen- 
0 x * . , 1 . 
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fancies ; and to be at other very confidcrablc 
charges on account of their commerce, marine, 
troops and fortifications. But I am authorifed to 
fay, that when thefe extraordinary expences fhall 
beat an end, and the funds fhall have attained to 
a certain pitch, the company will augment the di- 
vidends, by adding every year the furplus of their 
profit, the funds whereof appertain reallyand folcly 
to the adtionairs. Thus it is in one fenfe indiffe- 
rent whether the adtions rife or fall, fince the 
caprice of the publick makes no change in the 
folidity of the funds, or in the payment of the 
dividends. 

5. It would then be an effedt of grofs igno- 
rance, to imagine that the king carries on the 
trade in name of the company ; that he gives a 
ihare of the profit to the adlionairs, and that the 
remainder goes into his coffers, or into thofe of 
the diredlors. Whoever would inform himfelf, 
and make the lead reflcdlion on fo many cdidls 
and arrangements, which cannot with any pro- 
bability be fuppofed illufory, will perceive that 
no fufpicion was ever more chimerical or worfe 
founded. The company of the Indies is nothing 
but a fociety of thofe who have contributed more 
or kfs 10 the eftablifhmcnt of its commerce, under 
the protection of the king and the adminiftration 
of the diredtor . The edidt of 1725, article XI, 
explains all in a few words, and leaves no dif- 

i v 

fealty. 

“ Out will is, fays the king, that it remain, 
conform to its inftitution, a company purely of 
commerce, applied folcly to maintain that which 

is 
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is entrufted to it, and to advance with wifdom 
and oeconomy the good of our fubjedts who arc 
concerned in it, fo that the funds of the com- 
pany of the Indies fhall in no ways be employed 
to any other ufe than its commerce.” 

6. From what quarter is it poflible that the 
adtions can at prefent be in danger ? It cannot be 
from the payment of the dividends, which is 
fupported on the produce of the farms of tobacco. 
It is not from the king, who will never feize on 
the patrimony of the aSiionairs , as he exprefies 
himfclf in the edidt of 1725 ; who has himfelf 
obviated this odious apprehenfion by article IV. 
of the declaration of 1 664 above related, who is 
moreover interefled to fupport the greateft com- 
merce of his kingdom, without which above 
twelve millions muft every year be carried to 
foreigners ; and not to weaken a fund of a hun- 
dred millions, which is continually circulating 
in the ftate, and is equivalent to a like fum of 
money. Laftly, the fall of the adtions can never 
proceed from foreigners, or from our fituation in 
the Indies, which is more advantageous than ever 
we could have expedted, feeing we are the friends 
and allies of the mogul and the Indian princes, 
and fo particularly regarded by them, that they 
have demanded of us the title of brothers , as 
much out of efteem as gratitude, rcfolving hence- 
forth, that our interefts and our enmities fliould 
be the fame with theirs. 

To thefe refiedtions on the folidity of the 
adtions we may add others to this effedt. Two 

* • men 
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men lay out each a hundred thoufand franks j 
one buys an efhte, and the other actions. The 
revenue of the iurft is not above half what the 
other enjoys ; his tenants feldom pay him punc- 
tually ; every year fome reparations are ncceflary; 
the inclemency of the weather frequently deftroys 
the whole harveff, which has been obferved to 
happen fcveral years fucce (lively ; the floppage 
of his rents embarrafies the proprietor ; he is 
obliged to borrow ; he feeler; a moderate fum, 
which often he is not able to procure, and thus 
he may be in the molt deplorable lituation, tho’ 
pofleffed of an eftate worth one hundred thoufand 
franks. 

He on the contrary, who has the fame fum 
in actions, receives above double the revenue of 
the former ; he is regularly paid every fix months ; 
he is not troubled with the cares of management; 
it has been made evident that he has nothing to 
fear for the l'ecurity of the funds ; and if it fhould 
happen that he has occafion for money, he may 
get as much as he pleafes at any time without 
being obliged to trouble his friends. 

Laftly, in order to give a notion of the ex- 
ternal commerce of the company of the Indies, 
for I do not enter into what regards its produce 
and internal arrangements, I (hall here give the 
llate of the merchandizes brought from the 
Halt, both with refpedt to quantity and quality. 

According to the polled bills of laid year, the 
firll debarkation of the fhips Ic Comte de \ Toulouje , 
Ic Due de Bourbon, k Triton, le Pentbicvre , l' Ar- 
gonaut e, 
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gonaute , la Balene and le Mars, which arrived 
in May, June, and July 1742, confifted of the 
following articles. 

400000 pounds coffee of Moka. 

1 240000 pounds ditto of the ifland of Bourbon. 
42681 1 pounds bohea tea. 

16501 pounds kamphou ditto. 

10178 pounds pekeau ditto. 

969 7 pounds faotchaon ditto, 

60660 pounds green tea common lonlo. 
82695 pounds iuperior ditto. 

9340 pounds hayfoen ditto. 

374° pounds imperial ditto. 

595377 pounds pepper. 

533895 pounds red wood. 

66788 pounds cauris. 

49947 pounds tautenague. 

23167 pounds efquine. 

16869 pounds galeugal. 

3040 pounds curcuma. 

137 pounds fago. 

230 pounds rhubarb. 

43200 pounds tany fiik. 

9577 pounds raw filk of Nanquin. 

2070 pounds fpun cotton. 

5300 pieces white falempouris. 

46395 pieces white guincec. 

690 pieces ditto unwafhed. 

2960 pieces white doutis. 

2640 pieces deriabadis. 

8100 pieces percales. 

6840 pieces focrctons. 

2800 pieces chavonis. 

3780 pieces tanratannes. 


15108 pieces 
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15180 pieces betilles. 

..740 pieces organdis. 

98 pieces fteinkirks organdis thread. 

1300 pieces bad ns of the coaft. 

995 pieces duffs with three thread . 

5 1 7 1 o pieces white garas. 

13780 pieces white baffetas. 

1200 pieces adatays. 

6900 pieces fanas. 

4440 pieces haniaus. 

14340 pieces caftes. 

243 pieces ncnlbugucs. 

7199 pieces tangebs. 

12680 pieces mallemolles. 

349 pieces atarafoye. 

6080 pieces tcrindans and termdin: 

300 pieces toeques 
5280 pieces doreas of Bengal. 

1900 pieces ha fins. 

(50 pieces diffoutis. 
joo pieces of table-cloths. 

100 pieces of napkins. 

592 embroidered fteinkirks. 

1252 pieces of different embroideries of 
Daca. 

10 pieces of jamdanis. 

7858 pieces of different fluffs of Patna. 
23200 pieces of napkins of Bengal. 

6540 pieces ditto of Tranquebar. 

24356 pieces ditto of Mafulipatam. 

900 pieces ditto Paliacatte. 

9400 pieces ditto of Pondicherry. 

76 pieces of fteinkirks, of organdis thread, 

, with blue and red ftripes. 

960 pieces 
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^6o pieces blue falempouris. 

119*0 pieces blue guinees. 
xyioo pieces guing&ns. 

400 pieces bojutapauts. 

560 pieces neganepauts. 

216c pieces chazelas, 
loo pieces chabbafs. 

400 pieces elatchas. 

200 pieces chuguelas. 

240 pieces allibanis. 

400 pieces diflouchaye, 

60 o pieces firfakas. 
j 00 } rieres guingans of Balacor. 

200 piece- pinaflee? 

200 pieces nelh. 

500 pieces foucis, 
too pieces tepays. 

640 pieces gourgourans. 

4S8 pieces of pk in damas. 

50 pieces ditto of two colours. 
joo pieces ditto with large ftripes. 

pieces large damas for furniture, 
640 pieces plain pequins 
10O pieces plain fatins. 

95 pieces ditto ftriped. 

194 pieces pieces padifloy. 

4jo pieces large lampus. 

1 5 pieces flowered gauze. 

26 pieces nanquin. 

2257 fans. 

2085 tea chefts. 

126 chefts of porcelain. 

L’ 
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345 parcels of ditto. 

3367 parcels of rotins. 

The tales of this prefentyear 1743, have been 
much higher than thofe of the Jaft, as may be 
fecn by comparing the two polled bills, whereof 
thefe are the firft articles. 

526000 pounds coffee of Mocha. 

19S5000 pounds ditto of the ifland of Bourbon. 

883581 pounds bohea tea. 

16114 pounds green tea common fonlo. 

139385 pounds fuperior ditto. 

795000 pounds pepper. 

The five other lhips, called le Conde, le Due 
d' Orleans, le Due de Charles , le Chavelin and le 
Heron, which did not arrive till September 1742, 
were loaded with the fame merchandizes, fuch 
as coffee, tea, woods for dying, pepper, fpices, 
medicinal drugs, fait petre, filk, cotton thread, 
cotton fluffs of many different forts, gourgourans, 
damas, fattins,' gauzes, japanned furniture, and 
porcelain from China ; for it is a popular error, 
and ftill common enough to believe that porce- 
lain is made in the Indies. 
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CHAP. I. 

C OMMERCE is coeval with human fo- 
ciety, to whofe wants and imbecillities it 
owes its being. In proportion as focieties increafed, 
and Hates were formed, traffic, which in the 
firffi ages fupplied the neceffities of life, was em- 
ployed to feed that luxury which the common 
profperity had begotten. Private gain was the 
firft motive to the mercantile life. But experi- 
ence, the parent of wifdom, having fhewn that 
wealth and treafure contributed in a furprifing 
manper to the glory and power of nations. Hates, 
and princes, warmed by the lote of their peo- 



1 5 0 A NEW HISTORY of 

pie, or fired by their private ambition, turned to 
the public advantage that endlefs third of gold 
which agitates the heart of man. Thus they, 
by wife inftitutioris promoting induftry and arts, 
acquired infinite wealth ; and the fovereignty of 
the ocean gave them to protect their allies, and 
to reftrain the boundlefs ambition of their 
enemies. 

Never was there a more abundant fource of 
wealth than the traffic of the Indies. For nature 
has not only bellowed the neceflaries of life on 
thofe happy regions in the rnoff plentiful manner, 
but has alfo overflowed this tradl with fuch a pro- 
fufion of delights, unknown to other climes, as 
fills us with wonder and aftonifhment i as if by 
the alluring delicacies of Afia, flie had intended 
to tame and mollify the rugged fons of the 
North ; and that the Eaft by her blandifliments, 
ihould have wherewith to avenge hcrlelf of thofe 
nations, whofe force and ffeel flie was not able 
to withftand. 

Its wealth drew the firft fons of fame into 
thofe countries which lie beneath the rifing fun. 
Bacchus or Dionyfius, the firft of conquerors, 
and of legiflators, has the glory of having pe- 
netrated before all others into India, and to have 
iubdued and given laws to this empire. It was 
the feme of their riches, and the charms of 
gold, ever a powerful motive to a female heart, 
which allured that celebrated woman who fwayed 
the Aflyrian feepter, to attempt the conqueft of 
the Indies. Hercules, t^e model of heroifm, 
cxercifcd his valour on this theatre : and Sefoftris, 
* 1 , ' whofe 
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whofe feme has almoft made all the other kings 
of the Egyptians forgotten, vifited thofe coun- 
tries, as far as that fea which wafhe? the fhores 
of Japan. Arabia, a country barren of even 
the necefTaries of life, is faid to have acquired 
fuch immenfe wealth in this traffic as gained 
her the title of the happy ; and the Ethiopians, 
barbarous as they were, perceived the advantage 
of difeovering the Indies j for an expedition is 
mentioned which that people made into the eaft- 
ern world, the particulars whereof time has con- 
fumed. There are no monuments of an efta- 
biifhed maritime trade of greater antiquity than 
that which the Egyptians and Phenicians carried 
on to thofe parts ; chiefly thefe latter, the mod 
ancient body of traders that exift in the annals of 
human affairs. Thefe illuftrious merchants, to- 
gether with the Egyptians, poflefled at once the 
trade of Europe, of Afia, and of ’Africa, that is 
to fay, of all the known world, exclufive of all 
others : exchanging the rich commodities of the 
Indies, to which they were the foie navigators, 
for thofe of the North and Weft. Solomon, the 
wifefl of all the fons of men, efteemed this traf- 
fic next to the favour of the God of wifdom, 
the brighteft gem in his diadem ; and drew fuch 
immenfe treafures from the oriental commerce, 
as rendered his nation and government the admi- 
ration of the moft diftant kingdoms. Under the 
empire of the Perfians, the Phenicians conducted 
their trading fleets into the eaftern ocean : and 
whqn the defpotic government of that people 
had chaced commerce from Phcnicia, Alcxan- 

L 4 . dria 
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dria became then the mart and emporium of all 
the Indian merchandize. Alexander the con- 
queror of Alia, in founding this city, intended to 
eftabliffi this commerce a project after the con- 
queft of the world, ftill worthy of Alexander, 
The Ptolemies, his fucceffors in the Egyptian 
monarchy, reaped the fruits of a defign which 
adds fo much to the glory of that heroic prince ; 
and t he wealth which this commerce ppured into 
Egypt, and which by means of this city it con- 
tinued to poffefs for ages after, at once the caufe 
of its prosperity and ruin, drew thither the Ro- 
mans, ambitious to poffefs a trade, which brought 
along with it fo much treafure and fo vafl: a ma- 
ritime power. 

We may judge how dearly the ancients valued 
this traffic from the labour they ufed to feize 
it, and to deter or hinder all other nations from 
attempting it. The Romans were told by the 
Arabians, that thefe precious commodities were 
no where to be found except in frightful places, 
guarded by hideous dragons, and other monfters 
of terrifying forms. The love of gold triumphed 
over their fears. For Auguftus, who founded 
the imperial power at Rome, had refolved upon 
the conqueft* of the Arabian peninfula ; partly, 
becaufe it would infallibly open to him all the 
oriental commerce, and alfo fupprefs the pirates, 
who from the Afiatic fide of the Red-fea in- 
fefted the Roman navigation. His attempt failed, 
as did feveral other weak efforts, in a Rate very 
little favourable to trade or difeoveries j that of 
the Roman republic, changed into a military and 

defpotic 
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defpotic government. Titus and Vefpaiian had 
no better fuccefs. Their laft effort was that of 
Trajan, whofe lolc motive was to poflefs him- 
felf of the riches of the Indies with which Arabia 
then abounded. 

After Conftantine had tranflated the feat of the 
empire to Byzantium, the eaftern trade ftill fub- 
fifted. Alexandria continued to be the principal 
emporium. Seleucia of Syria was the route of 
the more inland commerce j and the barbarians 
that dwelt on the bleak borders of the Euxine, 
felt the charms of the wealth which the Eaft 
poured into the Greek empire through th.is 
fea. 

At laft, this commerce {hared the fate of the 
provinces through which it flowed. The mili- 
tary genius of the Arab princes, the fucceffors of 
Mahommed, extinguifhed for fome time the fpi- 
rit of traffic. Fury and barbarity* feemed to be 
let loofe, to lay waftc and confound every thing 
upon the face of the earth. No fooner had the 
grandfon of that monarch, who tore Afric from 
the defeendants of Mahommed, founded Cairo, 
and protected merchants, than did the rich flow 
of eaftern wealth return to its ancient channel ; 
and the new built city became at once the chief 
mart of the weftern world, and the feat of a 
new empire. 

The Venetians and Genoefe raifed themfelves 
on the ruins of the Greek empire j and profiting 
by the general confuflon, feized part of its dif- 
membered dominions. They fucceeded at the 
fame' time to the trade . of the Indies, the com- 
modities 
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modities ' whereof they diftributed all over the 
North, an infinite fource of wealth and power to 
thofe dates. 

Whilft thefe poflefled the wealth of this traf- 
fic in Europe, the Arabians were the foie mer- 
chants in the commodities of the Eaft. This 
was the fituation of the eaftern commerce when 
the Portuguese nation difeovered a new route 
in the Indies through the ocean, which ga.ve them 
the foie poffeilion of the riches of the Eaft for 
ages afterwards. 


C H A P. 


II. 


H ENRY, the fifth fon of John the Firft, 
king of Portugal, was he who formed the 
defign of difeovering a new paflfage into the eaft- 
ern ocean. The glory of fo vaft a project en- 
flamed his foul to fuch a degree, as not to fuffer 
him to fleep by night or by day. Nothing employed 
his thoughts but expedients which might ferve to 
promote his favourite fcheme. Men fkilled in 
navigation and fea affairs were allured into Portu- 
gal by great rewards. Nothing was talked of but 
equipments and new difeoveries ; and no obfta- 
cles were able to alter the fixed refolution of this 
great prince, zealous for the profperity of his 
country. Neither the weak condition of the 
kingdom, but juft efcaped the perils of a civil 
war, nor the emptinefs of the royal exchequer $ 
nor the want of people in a country almoft depo- 
pulated by the late difafters ; nor the opposition 
and remonftraiioes of thbfe who were admitted 

into 
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into the councils of the realm j nor the expence, 
the difficulties, the danger, and uncertainty of 
fuch an undertaking ; nothing could make any 
impreffion on the refolves of a man whofe foul 
was naturally vaft, and who was formed for great 
defigns. The profpedt of the ocean, which al- 
moft waffied the walls of his palace, and which 
feemed by the roaring and whelming of his bil- 
lows, to put him in mind of the vaft advantages 
he was ready to procure him and his nation, if 
he himfelf was not wanting to both, inflamed 
his ardor inceflantly. 

He refolved to begin with the conqueft of the 
Canaries, or Fortunate Iflands, celebrated among 
the ancients for the benignity and fvveetnefs of the 
climate, and the happy fertility of the foil, as 
one of thofe happy feats, where the fouls of de- 
parted heroes enjoyed eternal felicity. Macoit, 
or as others fay, John de Bethancour, had in the 
year fourteen hundred and one, difcovered 
and conquered thefe iflands by the orders of 
Henry, the third king of Caftile who bore that 
name. The king, pleafed with the Frenchman’s 
fiiccefs, afforded him all the affiflance and en- 
couragement he wanted ; and to infpire others 
with courage to undertake great and hazardous 
difcoverics, gave him the title of king of the 
Fortunate Iflands,, on condition only that he 
ftiould hold them of the kingdom of Caftile. 


The Spanifh monarch faved Henry the trouble 
of a conqueft, to whom he yielded them , 
for a valuable consideration. But the defigns ^ 
of the prince did not ftop here. ’ This fublime 


genius 
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genius was not to be fatisfied with the conqueft 
of feven iflands, whofe greateft value to him 
was their fame, and the ufe he intended to make 
of them in the difeovery of the vaft extended 
continent of Africa. - He tent Ferdinando de 
Caftro to take pofieffion of them j and proceeded 
to build {hips for further difeoveries. 

No Portugueze had ever beheld the land of 
Africa, beyond a certain promontory, by the 
natives called Chaunar, but which feamen know 
heft by the name of Cape-Non. Thofe vefiels 
full of caution, and never lofing fight of the 
coaft, proceeded as far as Cape-Bojadore, lying 
twenty-fix degrees on this fide the equinoctial 
circle. A ftrong current which runs near this 
promontory, and which breaks in huge moun- 
tainous waves over the fands, forms a fpec- 
tacle terrible to feafaring men. Here the terror 
of this fight, and their ignorance of the coaft, 
flopped them. The prince perceived that which 
had efcaped the adventurers ; this was, that by 
kteping farther out at fea, the cape might be 
doubled. Two years afterwards, in 1439, he fent 
Juan Gonzales Zarco, and Triftan Vaz Texeira, 
with orders to purfue the (bores of Barbary, to 
pafs that dreadful headland, and to difeover all 
thofe lands of Africa which according to the 
opinions of learned men, and the information of 
the Arabs, ran on as far as the equator. They 
had not reached the coafts of Africa when a 
furious ftorm overtook them, which threatened 
to bury them in the waves. They were driven, 
without knowing which way the violence of the 

tempeft 
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tempeft harried them, to a little ifland, which 
from the fafety it afforded men in defpair, they 
Called Porto Santo, or Holy Haven. The year 
following, the ifland of Madeira was found, fo 
called from the woods with which it is covered. 

King Edward, the fucceffor of John, was taken 
with the projects of the prince, and as a mark of 
his fatisfa&ion, gave him the fovereignty of Porto 
Santo, Madeira, and all the iflands he fhould dis- 
cover on the weftern coaft of Africa. It was 
not till the year one thoufand four hundred *439 
and thi rty-nine,that Henry’s pilots ventured beyond 
Cape-Bojadore, an exploit, from the danger which 
attended it. deemed by the people of thofe days, 
equal to the labours of the fon of Alcmena. The 
year following they had fcarce got within 
twenty degrees of the line. Soon after 
were difcovered Rio del Aro, or the Golden 
River, and alfo fome fmall iflands.* In 
fourteen hundred and forty-fix, Nuno 
Triftan failed beyond Cape-Verd in the la- 
titude of fourteen degrees forty minutes. 

Two years afterwards Gonzalo Vallo vifited the 
Weftern Iflands, othewife, from the number of 
hawks feen on them, called the Azores; 
for AZOR in Spanifh fignifies a hawk. I ‘*49 
The enfuing year was diftinguifhed by the dis- 
covery of die iflands of Cape-Verde, tho’ all 
of them were not known till eleven years, , 
»fer. y '4 60 

Don Pedro, the brother of Henry, and regent 
of Portugal in the minority of king Alphonfo the 
Mh of that name, their .nephew, confirmed the 

former 
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former gifts. But Henry, that no fort of right 
might be wanting to his new domain, fent Fer- 
dinando Copez, veiled with the character of 
ambaflador, to Martin the fifth, then the fove- 
reign pontiff, with orders to communicate to him 
his diicoveries, and to reprefent the vaft advan- 
tages which muft redound from them, not only 
to the chriftian religion, but in particular, to the 
power of the holy feej and for thefe reafons, to 
crave the protection of the holy father. The 
pope, overjoyed at an embaffv, which feemed to 
give him the difpofal of the univerfe, and which 
treated with him as the king of kings, and fove- 
reign of all mankind, not only granted at the 
firil demand, every thing the ambition of the 
Portugucze prince could delire, but alfo gave to 
the crown of Portugal the fovereignty and do- 
minion over all lands, which then were, or 
fhould afterwards be difeovered, in that hemi- 
fphere, the Indies included : threatening with 
the apoftolical thunder whofoever fhould dare 
to difputc or moled: their pofleffion. This 
famous bull, the caufe of vaft contefls in fuc- 
cceding times, was given in the year fourteen 
hundred and forty-four. Thus. Henry eftablifhed 
his rights by an authority which none dared to 
challenge. Under his aufpiccs was difeovered 
the dUhrincnt of Africa from Cape-Non to Cape- 
Sierra Leona, eight degrees on this fide the 
eq tutorial circle. He emitted nothing which 
cotml render his labours Lifting and beneficial to 
his country. He fent out colonies, planted the 
fugar cane, and the vine^ fo that Africa was now 

inhabited 
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inhabited by a people whofe language (he did 
not underftand, and faw her bofom covered with 
harvefts unknown to her before. In this man- 
ner did this great prince, by a zeal which can 
never fufficiently be commended, and by an im- 
moveable perfeverance in this noble project, till 
the laft moment of his life, pave the way to the 
difcovcry of the Indies, and become the author 
and founder of the glory and profperity of his 
country. 

Succeeding princes encouraged the difeoveries 
begun by Henry. The year fourteen hundred 
and feventy-one added three new difeovered 
iflands to the Portuguezc empire. And thus, 
creeping along the African fbores, by little and 
little, with wary and fearful ft eps, they ap- 
proached the important difeovery, which gave 
to the crown of Portugal the empire of the Eaft. 
In fourteen hundred and eighty-four, Diego 
Cam, a native of the fame country, foiled into 
the African ocean, and added to the difeoveries 
of his adventurous predeceflors that of the king- 
dom of Congo. 

CHAP. III. 

A MONGST other ftrange accounts which 
he brought home with him, and told among 
his countrymen, who flocked to liften to one 
who had been fo great a traveller, he laid, he 
had been informed of a certain monarch, called 
among thefe natives, prieft or prefoyter John, 
who reigned in Ethiopia, was a chriftun, and 

whofe 
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whcffe power Cam exalted to the fkies. This 
news was greedily received by John, who had 
fucceededhis father Alphonfo in the throne of 
Portugal. He was perfuaded nothing could fb 
much advance the defigns he had formed, of 
profiting of the apoftolical donation, by difeover- 
ing his unknown eflates in Africa and the In- 
dies. In this view, he fent out perfons on every 
fide to make difeoveries, to get intelligence of this 
prince, and to conclude an alliance, from which 
he promifed himfelf great advantages in the exe- 
cution of his projedts. But the principal objedt 
of his enquiries, was to difeover, whether it were 
poflible to find out a new and eafier way into the 
Indies, thro’ the ocean. 

Alphonfo de Paijva, and Pedro de Covillan, 
were the chiefs in this undertaking. They fet 
out from the kingdom of Portugal for Egypt, 
landed at Alexandria, proceeded to Cairo, and 
from thence to the port of Aden, famous for its 
univerfal commerce. Here they had an oppor- 
tunity of learning from a vafl: crowd of traders, 
who flocked thither from all parts, many things 
of great confequence to the undertaking they 
were upon. That nothing might efcape them, 
they formed the defign of invefligating things to 
their fource, and the more to fatisfy a king greedy 
of fuch relations, to make their eyes witnefles to 
the truth of what had been told them. This 
was, that, while Covillan went to vifit the court 
of the Ethiop prince, de Paijva fhould make the 
circuit of the Indies. They fet out. Pedro fuc- 
cefsfully performed his expedition. He em- 
barked 
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birked on board a trading (hip in the Arabian 
gulph. He viewed, with great ' exa&nefs, the 
coafts of India. The prodigious quantities of 
rich (tuffs, pearls, and other precious merchan- 
dize, filled him with aftonilhmcnt. He thence 
eroded the Arabian (eas, landed in Africa, vilited 
her principal ports, and came to Sofala, full of 
joy at what he had feen, but more fo from what 
he had heard by the unanimous voice of all fea- 
faring men he had converfed with, and from his 
own conjectures, that an eafier and (hortcr pafi* 
fage to the Indies might be found, by failing 
round the vaft continent of Africa. He made 
hade to Cairo. Here his joy was interrupted by 
the fate of Alphonfo, who had been murdered 
in his way to the feat of the emperor of Ethio- 
pia. 

King John had been extremely happy in the 
choice of the men he had lent out on thefe dis- 
coveries, efpecially in Covillan, who was eager to 
fatisfy the curiofity of the king, and to eftablifh 
his own reputation, by putting the laft hand to 
what he had gone out upon. In (lead of return- 
ing, which was natural to a man fo long abfent 
from his native land, he contented himfelf with 
writing to the king, what a world of riches he 
had feen in the havens of the Eaft : and fet out 
for that journey which had been the province of 
of De Paijva. His ufual good fortune attended 
him in the beginning of this expedition. Alex- 
ander, who then held the feepter of Abyflinia, 
was overjoyed at the offers of Covill.n, to give 
him the friendship and aid of a, great prince. 
Vol. II. M He 
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He overwhelmed Pedro with carefles. But the 
fudden death of the king changed the fortune of 
the Portuguese orator. 

His fucceffor Nahu treated Covillan with 
great barbarity ; and not only rejected his requell 
to be permitted to return to his native country, 
but detained him prifoner in his court, fo long, 
that in Portugal they concluded that both their 
envoys had fuffered one common fate. 

At lad Covillan appeared. His dory filled all 
that heard his adventures with vaft hopes. The 
king at once refolved to attempt the new road to 
the Indies thro’ the immenfe trait of the ocean. 
He offered great rewards to feamen, mathema- 
ticians, aflronomers, anti to all who fhould in 


any way facilitate the new projedted route to the 
Indies. The invention, or at lead the perfedtion 
of fuch mathematical imlruments, as pilots and 
navigators ulc at lea, was owing to the emu- 
lation which thefe .rccompences bred amongft 
A q , artids. Bartholomew Diaz, a courtier of 
1 ' t * confummatc prudence, and \.hofe courage 
was not to he fhaken by the appearance of dan- 
gers, and who to thofe great qualities had joined 
a profound knowledge in the art of navigation, 
was pitched upon, to diredt the difeoveries along 
the fouthern coaft of Africa, The fuccefs of this 


expedition did not lelfen his reputation. He conti- 
nued his voyage as far as a certain high promon- 
tory, which, from the inceffant dorms that vex 
the neighbouring feas, feemed to be the country 
of the tempeds. He therefore gave it the name 
of the Stormy- Cape. Bat the king, who ima- 
. gined 
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gined he beheld from the fummits of this pro- 
montory* the eaftern feas opened, and the vaft: 
riches that filled the Allan ports ; and who 
already perceived the confequences of this difco- 
vcry, changed the terrifying name which Diaz 
had given to this head-land, into the more aufpi- 
cioas title of THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 
EL CABO DEL BUENO ESPERANZA. 
Diaz continued his voyage beyond this promon- 
tory. This navigation ci ployed the fpace of 
flxteen months fcvcnteen days. Full of thefe 
vaft hopes, and juft in the moment when he was 
upon the point of reaping the fruits of his labours, 
John died. The great difpofer of all things 
did not think fit to permit him to finifh an un- 
dertaking he had fo nobly begun, and from 
which he had promifed himfelf immortal 
honour. 

* 

C H A P. IV. 

T HIS glory was referved for the young 
Emanuel. Altb.o’ the penetrating f’pirit 
of that prince could not fuft'er him to doubt of 
the fuccefs of the projedt of his predeceflor, 
which he had warmly efpoufed, yet the expence 
attending it, and the uncertain event of all hu- 
man enterprifes, determined him not to un- 
dertake any thing before he had firft confulted 
the opinion of his council. The Portugueze 
ftatefmen were divided in their fentiments. 
Thofe who favoured the difeoveries, urged, the 
vaft wealth and power »r.riflng from the com- 

M 2 mcrcc 
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merce of the Indies, which had enriched and 
aggrandized all thofe nations who had ever 
poffeffed it } the eafinefs of an acquifition, which 
providence had thrown in their way, and which 
was in fome fort already in their poffeflion j 
that nothing remained, but fecurely to lay hold 
of what had been gotten with infinite hazard 
and expence ; the difhonour of leaving to other 
nations thofe riches they had fo dearly purchafed, 
and which they only had any manner of right 
to ; the glory of their country, of itfelf neither ex- 
tenfive nor powerful, which this trade would 
render as independent and fiourifhing as lier 
neighbouring dates ; the danger of abandoning 
to the Spaniards, the natural enemies of their 
nation, a trade which would enable them to 
bring about whatever their unbounded ambi- 
tion might fugged ; finally, they conjured him 
to tread in the footdeps of his forefathers, and 
to feize the glory of accomplifliing what they 
had begun with fo much reputation. 

On the other fide it was pleaded, that expedi- 
tions in which fo much time was confumed, and 
which were alfo fo full of uncertainty, were far 
from being the mod ncceflary undertakings to a 
kingdom fo thin of inhabitants, whofe vad plains 
lay wade for want of hulbandmen, whild the 
people depended upon drangersfor their daily bread *, 
that it was abfurd in this fituation of things to 
fquander the lives of the people in conqueds, 
whofe only advantage had been the purchafe of 
a few elephants teeth, drange birds, and other 
woman ilh curipfities ; afcd certain Haves, as favage 

as 
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as the wild beafts inhabiting the fame forefts : 
that all tl>ey had been amufed witn for above a 
century pad, had proved nothing at laft but de- 
ceitful expectations, and golden dreams, which, 
by the infinite cxpence attending them, expofed a 
nation, worn and exhaufted like theirs by the 
calamities of war, to manifeft perils ; and whofe 
interefts in time might come to be facrificed to 
thole of their foreign acquifitions, fuppofing it 
probable they Ihould ever be fo fortunate as to 
make any. 

The king believed he could not with honour 
relinquilh an enterprize recommended to him by 
that great prince, to whom he owed his diadem, 
with his lateft breath. This perfuafion, and the 
fortune of the Spaniards, who had pulhed their 
difcoveries with infinite luccefs, finally determined 
him to attempt this important work 5 notwith- 
ftanding that the condition of his ‘kingdom did 
not permit him to begin it in a manner worthy 
the fame and reputation of fo great a prince. 
He gave orders to equip a fquadron of four lhips, 
whereof three were of fome force, the other a 
ftore-fhip. This fmall flora, manned with a hun- 
dred and fifty feamen, was commanded by Vuf- 
quez de Gama, a man of high pedigree, and 
whofe exalted virtue rendered him worthy to be 
at the head of fuch an expedition. 

On the ninth day of July, 1497, ^aiquez 
embarked aboard the Admiral, a {hip of one hun- 
dred and twenty tons burthen. After a long courlc 
in which he fuffered greatly from the perils of the 
feas,'from difeafes which preyed upon his fokliers, ' 

M 3 from 
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from the treachery of thofe barbarous nations he 
Was obliged to vifit in his paffage, and who out 
of hatred to chriftianity had confpired their 
deftru&ion, over all which his invincible con- 
ftancy triumphed ; and after a navigation which 
lailed eleven months did this cliief caft anchor in 
the road of Calicut on the coaft of India properly 
fo called 1498. 

That part of Afia which has moft relation to 
the commerce carried on from Europe to the 
Eaft, runs along the fea-ihore, and contains the 
following divifions. The firft, fituated the moft 
wefterly of all, commences at the mouth of the 
Red-fea, in twelve degrees and forty minutes 
north latitude, and reaches to the gulph of Per- 
fia. From the mouth of the Red-fea to the 
city Aden is a fpace of forty-four leagues ; thence 
tb Cape Phartac, in fourteen degrees thirty mi- 
nutes, are one hundred leagues, containing thefe 
towns, Abiam, Ax, Canacan, Brun, Argil, Zehel 
the metropolis, Ilcrit, Cayem, and Phartac. 
From hence to Curia -inuria are feventy leagues j 
in which are, Dhofar, a city famous for its franks 
• incenfc, and twenty leagues beyond it the city 
Norbate. From Curia-muria to Cape Ras-Algat 
in twenty-two degrees thirty minutes north lati- 
tude, lies a coaft quite barren and defart, one 
hundred and twenty leagues in length. At this 
Capte begins the kingdom of Ormuz, whence to 
cape Mulaldan are ninety leagues, with thefe 
cities, Calayat, Curiat, Mafcate, Zoar, Calata, 
Orfacam, Doha, and Lima, eight leagues from 
M'-'liibaftm, the C:pe Afluboium of Ptolemy, 

fituated 
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fituated in twenty-fix degrees of northern lati- 
tude. This trad: is known to Europeans by the 
name of Arabia Felix, becaufe the moft fruitful 
and beft inhabited of all the Arabia’s : its name 
in the language of the country is Yemen or Ay- 
aman. 

The fecond divifion, called Chirman, ftretches 
from Cape Jafkes to the mouth of the Indus. 
This wafte is divided into two kingdoms, Ma- 
cran and Madel, with the following towns ; 
Guadel, Calara, Tibique, Calamate, Goadel and 
Diul. This trad is barren, and great part of it 
uninhabited. 

The third divifion contains one hundred and 
fifty leagues of extent, as follows ; thirty-eight 
from Diul to Cape Jaquete or jigat ; and from 
thence to Diu in the kingdom of Guzarate, fifty 
more, with thefe places, Colinna, Mangalor, 
Chervan, Patan and Covinar ; from *Diu to Cam- 
baya, fifty leagues, and in this fpace thefe towns, 
Madrafavat, Mocha, Talita, Goda and Gundia. 
Between Cambaya and Jaquete is included a part 
of the kingdom of Guzarate, with the mountain 
country of the Refbouto’s. 

The fourth divifion of the Afian coaft contains 
two hundred and ninety leagues. This is by far 
the richeft part of all India, and the moft reforted 
to on account of traffic. Two rivers which 
run from Eaft to Weft divide this 'region into 
three parts. The firft feparates the kingdom of 
Decan from that of Guzarate, which lies noith 
of it j the other parting Dccan from the king- 
dom of Canara, its l'outhcrn frontier. There are 

M 4 befides, 



j68 ' A NEW HISTORY of 

befides, other rivers, all of which have their 
fprings in the mountain Gate : the chief of thefe 
is called Ganga, or Guenga, which pours its wa- 
ters into the ocean near the mouth of the Ganges, 
between the cities Angali and Pifolta, in about 
twenty-two degrees of latitude. The river Bare 
fprings from the fame mountain, and lofes itfelf 
in the fea near Bombaim or Bombay, feparating 
the kingdoms of Guzarate and Decan. From the 
city Camabya to the mouth of this river, are fe- 
venty leagues ; and from Chaoul fouth of it to 
the river Alliga, the fouthern boundary of Decan, 
are feventy-five leagues, with the towns, Bandor, 
Daboul, Debetele, Sintapori, Coropatan, Banda, 
Chapora, and Goa, an archiepifcopal fee, and the 
metropolis of the Portugueze in India. 

The third portion or diftriit of this divifion 
begins where the kingdom of Canara joins that 
of Decan, and ends at Cape Comorin, containing 
one hundred and forty leagues of coaft. From 
this river to mount Delli is about forty-fix leagues. 
The towns in this fpace are, Onor, Baticale, Bar- 
calor, Baranor, and others of the province of Ca- 
nara belonging to the king of Bifnagar. Below 
this to Cape Comorin, are ninety-three leagues. 
This tradt is called Malabar, and comprehends 
three kingdoms which own no fuperior. That 
of Cananor occupies twenty leagues of the coaft, 
in jvhich are the cities Cota, Coulam, Nilichilam, 
Cananor the metropolis in the latitude of twelve 
degrees, Tremopatam, Cheba, Maim, and Pu- 
repatam. Here begins the kingdom of Calicut, 
which runs tw^nty-feven leagues along the coaft, 

and 
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and has the towns following, Calicut the metro- 
polis, in fomewhat more than eleven degrees 
north latitude, Caulate, Chale, Parangale, and 
Tanor the head of a kingdom, fubjeft to the 
zamorin or emperor of Calicut, and Chatua the 
Jaft boundary of this empire. Next to this lies 
the little kingdom of Cranganor, which borders 
on that of Cochin ; then that of Coulan, and 
laftly, Travancor fubjedt to Narfinga. Near 
to Travancor is the famous Cape Comorin, the 
moll fouthern point of land of this province of 
Indoftan, or India within the Ganges. It lies in 
feven degrees and a half north of the equinoc- 
tial, where ends the conft of Malabar, and the 
fourth of the nine portions into which the mari- 
time Alia is divided. 

From Cape Comorin on the weftern fide to 
Cape Cincapura eaftward, the fouthermofi: land 
of the peninfula of Malacca, vulgarly held the 
fame with the Aurea Cherfonefus of ancient geo- 
graphers, is a fpace of four hundred league?. 
Within this interval lies the great bay of Bengal, 
by fomc called the Sinus Gangeticus, becaufe the 
river Ganges after watering the country of Bengal, 
falls into this gulpb, in about the latitude of 
twenty-three degrees. This river is admired for 
the quantity of water it rolls along, and is eftcemed 
holy by the neighbouring people, who are carried 
when at the point of death, to die With their feet 
in its water, out of a belief that this ceremony 
conduces to their happinefs in a future fiate. 
This perfuafion brings the king a confiderable re- 
venue ; for none are permitted to wafh in it with- 
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out paying for that privilege. This river has 
many outlets, but two are remarkable above 
others j thefe are Satigan weft ward, and Chatigan 
towards the Eaft, there being an interval of almoft 
one hundred leagues between thefe two channels : 
this part terminates the fifth of the nine divifions, 
which may be fubdivided into the three follow- 
ing portions ; the firft formed by the kingdom of 
Bifnagar, contains two hundred leagues, including 
thefe towns, Tarancurii, Manapar, Vaipar, Tre- 
chendur, Caligrande, Characale, Tutuconin, Ben- 
bar, Calicare, Beadala, Manancort and Canameira, 
which laft gives name to a cape near it ftretch- 
ing out in ten degrees of north latitude j then 
follows Negapatam, Hahor, Trimirapatan, Tra- 
gambar, Trimenava, Colororam, Puducheira, Ca- 
lapate,Connumeira, Sadrapatan and Meliapor,now 
called St.Thomas. From hence to Palicata are nine 
leagues ; then you find thefe places, Chiricole, 
Aremogan, Caloturo, Caleciro, Pentipolii, where 
the kingdom of Bifnagar ends, and where that 
of Orixa begins, which forms the fecond part of 
this divifion, containing about one hundred and 
twenty leagues to Cape Palmeiras, with the fol- 
lowing towns or cities, Penacote, Calingan, Viri- 
patan, Bimilepatan, Narfingapatan, Puacatan, Ca- 
regare, and others. At this laft begins the third 
part, which is the kingdom of Bengala, extend- 
ing above one hundred leagues. The fixth of 
the nine divifions begins at the eaftern mouth of 
the Ganges, or Chatigan, and ends at Cape Cin- 
rapiira, in a little more than one degree of north 
iatiuid -. This coaft contains about three hun- 
. dred 
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dred and eighty leagues. To Cape Negraes, in 
the latitude of fixteen degrees fouth are one 
hundred leagues with thefe towns. Sore, Sata- 
tolu, Arracam the metropolis of the kingdom fo 
called, and Dunadiva fituated upon the point 
Hence to Tavay in the latitude of thirteen, are 
fixteen leagues. This is the extent of the king- 
dom of Pegu. From’Tavay to Cincapura are 
two hundred and twenty leagues j the chief towns 
on this coaft are Martaban, Cugor, Tanacorin, 
Lungor, Pedam, Queda, Solongor, and Malacca, 
the head city of the kingdom. At Cincapura 
begins the feventh divifion, ending at the great 
river of Siam, which falls into the lea in the lati- 
tude of fourteen degrees, and flows out of the 
lake Chiamman, by the natives called Menam, 
that is, fource of waters : upon this coaft are the 
towns Pam, Ponciam, Calantaon, Patane, Ligor, 
Cuii, Perperii, and Bamplacot, feated at the open- 
ing of the river. 

The eighth divifion contain^ the following 
kingdoms ; that of Cambodia, thro’ which runs 
the Mecon, a river whofe fprings arife in China ; 
that of Champa, or Triompa, whence comes 
the true and genuine aloes. On this borders the 
kingdom of Cochin-China ; next to that, the 
empire of China, comprehending fifteen pro- 
vinces or governments, each of them equal in 
riches, power, and extent, to great kingdoms , 
thofe on the fea are, Quangtung, Tokien, Che- 
kiang, where ends the eighth divifion of the fca 

coaft of the eaftern world. 
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The ninth begins with the province of Nan- 
kin, and continues thro' thofe of Cantung and 
Pecheli, running on to the fartheft difcovered 
land of the coaft of Tartary. 

The principal iflands wafhed by the Afiatic 
leas, are the Maldives, Ceylon, Sumatra, Java, 
Borneo, Banda, Timori, Celebes, the Moluc- 
cos, Mindane, Luconia and Japan. 

All that trait which ftretches from the river 
Cincatora oppofite to the ifland Angediva, to- 
wards the weft, is fubjedt to the Moors or Ma- 
hometans, and from thence eaftward, to pagan 
or gentile nations, excepting however the king- 
dom of Malacca, part of Sumatra, and fome 
parts of Java and the Malacca iflands, which are 
held by the Moors. In that region which is 
governed by thefe latter, are the following fo- 
vereign princes. The kings of Adeft, Xael, 
and Phartac, who poflefs many ports of vaft 
trade, and whofe fubjedts the Arabs are both 
courageous and warlike. Next to thefe is the 
kingdom of Ormuz, greater than the other three 
put together j then you find the prince of Cam- 
bodia, in grandeur and military power not in- 
ferior to Xerxes, Darius, or Porus. From Cha- 
oul to Cincatory, the country belonged to Niza- 
malucco and Hidalean, two powerful princes, 
equal to great kings, who maintained great 
armies, compofed of fundry warlike nations 
well armed. The Moors of Sumatra, Malacca, 
and the Moluccos, were well difeiplined, and 
much better provided with artillery than the 
Portuguese who invaded their countries. ’The 

heathen 
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heathen or gentile princes, are the kings of Bif- 
nagar, Orixa, Bengala, Pegu, Siam, and China, 
all of them, but chiefly the laft, fo prodigioufly 
powerful as almoft exceeds belief. Siam ex- 
tends above five hundred leagues, and has feven 
kingdoms belonging to it, which are Cambadia, 
Como, Lanehaam, Cheneray, Cheneram, Chia- 
may, Camburii, and Cha'ipumo. The king has 
thirty thoufand elephants, whereof he carries 
out three thoufand armed to war ; and Udia the 
metropolis of his empire is faid to be capable to 
fend into the field fifty thoufand fighting nv=n. 
The emperor of China alone, in innumerable 
multitudes of people, and vaft extent of territory, 
is believed not only to exceed any of the Afiatic 
princes, but even all the potentates and ftates of 
Europe put together. China is a trad: above 
feven hundred leagues in length, has all forts of 
metals in vaft abundance, furpafles Europe in 
the quantity and value of its manufactures, fome 
of which feem to exceed the powers of human 
wit j and the filks, provifions, and pleafures with 
which it abounds, are paft all computation. 

About fix hundred years before the arrival of 
the Portugueze in India, reigned in Malabar, a 
king fo powerful, that their common aera begun 
from his reign, as it did afterwards from the ar- 
rival of the Portugueze. He was perfuaded by 
the Moors who traded in his ports, to turn 
mahometan, and gave them leave to build the 
city of Calicut. Being grown old, he divided 
his kingdoms amongft his kindred : to the chief 
of his relations, he gave the kingdom of Coulan, 

where 
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where he feated the principal fee of the religion 
of the Bramins, giving the prince the title of 
Cobritim, a title equivalent to that of high prieft. 
He gave his nephew the city of Calicut, with all 
the temporal or civil dominion, calling him 
Zamorin, the . amc in fignification as king or 
emperor. This lalt dignity ftill continues in 
the fame place ; the other has been tranflated to 
Cochin. Having dii'pofed of his dominions, he 
fet out for Mecca, where he refolved to end his 
days, but was drowned by the way. 

Calicut is a plain level country, well watered, 
fruitful in pepper and ginger, its neighbours iup- 
plying it with the other fpiceries. The people 
much addicted to fuperftkion. Children are 
not permitted to follow any profdlion but that 
of their fathers, nor to intermarry with thofe of 
any other art or trade. 

The nayres or nobles think themielves pol- 
luted by the touch of the commonalty, and in 
that cafe purify ihemfclves by wafhing, like the 
Jews after touching a dead corpfe. The women 
of this noblefs are common to all of that order, 
but efpecially to the Bramins. For this reafon 
no perfon knows his father, and none are under 
any obligation to maintain their offspring. They 
begin to handle their weapons at the age of 
feven years, and are raeft dextrous and expert 
atjthis exercife. They pradiie all the manners 
of divination in ufe among the ancients. 

Vafquez firft of all applied hnnfelf to learn the 
genius and manners of the people, the nature of 
the foil, the produce of the country, the nature 

of 
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of its government, and the character of thofe 
who ruled. He found the Moors, the ancient 
enemies of his nation and religion, in abfolute 
pofieffion of the trade. It was neceflary above 
all things to gain the good will of this nation. 
He had the addrcfs to remove this almoft infur- 
mountable difficulty, gaining over, in fpite of 
his hereditary hatred of the Portugueze nation, 
the agent of the morifco merchants, w ho was at 
the fame time a fort of minifter to the fovereign 
of the country. The Moor told him that Cali- 
cut, the city he now beheld, was the capital of 
a great empire, whofe fovereigns bore the title 
of Zamorin or emperor ; that his eftates which 
were moftly maritime extended over all the coaft 
of Malabar. Moreover, he offered his fervice to 
Gama in promoting his intereft with the empe- 
ror, to whom he had conftant accefs. He per- 
formed his promife ; he haftened to the court, 
where he magnified the Portugueze nation be- 
yond all bounds. He told the emperor, that a 
certain warlike, powerful, and wealthy nation 
had come from the ends of the earth to feek his 
friendlhip, and to defire leave to trade with his 
people. The Zamorin, moved with fo pompous 
an account, admitted Gama to an audience with- 
out delay, in which he appeared in all the pomp 
and fplendor ufual with the monarchs of the 
Eaftj and wherein the Portugueze orator was 
received with all the refpedt due to the ambaffa- 
dor of lo renowned a people. But the Iriendlhip 
of thefe merchants, fo little cofififfent wdth their 
interefts, was of no ’long duration. For as 

. foon 
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foon as they were fenfible of the confequences of 
the fettlement of the Portuguezc to their traffic, 
they repented of what they had done : and find- 
ing that they had outwitted themfelves, they 
began to reprefen t the Portugueze as a moft am- 
bitious, deceitful, and cruel people, who meant 
nothing lefs than to dethrone the emperor, 
and to enflave his country ; thefe difeourfes 
kindled the jealou fy of the Z.imorin. He there- 
fore made hafte to prevent the defigns of the 
Portugueze by their utter deftruction. 

Vafquez faw in his behaviour the revenge he 
meant to conceal, and retired to his fliips. From 
hence he fent letters to the Zamorin : he com- 
plained of the injuftice of fufpicions which treated 
him as the bafeft of traitors, demonftrated his 
own innocence, and reproached him with the 
violation of his faith, and of the laws of hofpi- 
tality to the fubjedts of a nation, whofe honour- 
able intentions deferved very different ufage. 
He accufed the inahommedans of being the au- 
thors of thefe injuries, and gave the prince to 
underftand, that the friendffip of the monarch, 
whofe ambaflador he had affronted, was of more 
value to him than that of all the mahometan 
princes in the univerfe put together. The Zamo- 
rin began to fee matters with other eyes. In his 
anfwer, which was humble and lubmiffive, he 
daft the blame of all upon his minifters, and the 
mohammeduns, by whom he faid he had been 
deceived, promifing to make ftridt fearch into 
the affair, and to pun iff tire guilty with the ut- 
moft rigour. -To thefe apologies he added let- 
ters 
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ters for king Emanuel, full of refpeft, and with 
repeated affurances that from henceforwards the 
Portugueze nation fhould meet with the kindeft 
reception, with entire freedom £o trade, fo long 
as they did not offer to difturb * the tranquillity 
of the ftate, nor moleft thofe of the religion of 
Mohammed, whom for reafons of ftate, he 
faid, he could not break with. With this ex- 
cufe Gama made hafte to return into his own 
country, and in the month of September 1499 
arrived in the port of Lifbon, having fpent in this 
important difeovery two years and two months, 
in which thro’ ficknefs and fatigues, he had loft 
an hundred of his men, and amongft thofe his 
own brother. Emanuel received him with the 
higheft marks of honour and efteem, fent out 
the principal nobility of his kingdom to meet 
him, and to welcome him to a country, which 
his labours and virtue had fo much adorned. 
He heaped rewards and honours upon him ; 
beftowed with his own hands rich prefents on 
the officers and private men, praifing all who 
had been in the expedition as perfons who had 
deferved well of the public. Finally, he gave 
folemn and public thanks to almighty God and 
to Gama, for thefe happy fucceffes, fo far tran- 
feending his expectations. 
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CHAP. V. 

Voyage of Cabrale, being the fecond of the Por - 
tugueze nation into the Eaji t alfo that of John 
de Nueva. 

W HEREFORE a fecond expedition was 
refolved. This was unanimoully ap- 
proved of, the profperous event of the laft per- 
fiuading thofe who could be overcome by no 
other reafons. No expence was thought too large 
for the new expedition, and none promoted it 
with more eagernels than they who had been the 
greateft oppofers of the former. 

A fleet confi fling of thirteen fail, whereof 
fome were (hips of great burthen, was equiped, 
and manned in a manner fit to fupport the credit 
of the Portugueze nation, and the advantageous 
idea which Gama had given of their power and 
riches. All men’s expectations had been raif- 
ed by the glory of thofe atchievements, and the 
hopes of the profit that was to enfue from them. 
It was firft confulted in what manner to pro- 
fecute what had been begun ; and it was refolved, 
that according to the difpoiitions they had found 
in the people of the Eaft, there was more hopes 
from an armed force than from other meafures. 
For this reafon this armament was prepared. 
“Rich prefents were added, for the emperor, a 
cuftom of old ftanding amongft the princes of 
the Eaft, the omiflion of which had occafioned" 
a great part of the difficulties which Gama had 

experienced 
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experienced in the former expedition. Priefts 
were alfo fent to convert the natives ; but left 
the chriftian aufterity fhould prove too weak 
againft the diffolutenefs of the inftitutions of Ma- 
homet, a force of fifteen hundred veterans were 
embarked to fupport the caufe of trade and of 
chriftianity. The fubftance of their inftru&ions 
was, to begin by preaching, the authority and 
fanctity of religion, and the fofter methods of per- 
fuafion ; if thefe failed, to proceed to the decifion 
of the fword. 

On the eighth of March 1500, the king with 
his own hands delivered to the admiral Pedro 
Alvarez de Cabrale the flag of the Holy Crofs,’ 
while the fhore was covered with people who 
thronged to fee that fleet fail which was to conquer 
the Eaft. 

At firft they failed with a favourable gale j but 
fome time after, the roughnefs of the weather 
drove them upon a coaft fituated in ten degrees 
beyond the line, where they faw a tawny people 
with lank hair and flat faces, who went naked, 
and were armed with bows and arrows. They 
fled from the Portugueze, till halting upon an 
eminence, they were fpoke to in feveral lan- 
guages, and alfo by flgns, but in vain. The 
fleet pafled on, and on Eafter eve anchored in a 
port, which they called Seguro from the fhelter 
it afforded them. The people at this- place being 
affable, the Europeans landed, and creating an 
altar under a tree, mafs was celebrated, and a 
fermon preached, at which the heathens were 
prefent with wonderful attention. ,The admiral 
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fent a {hip to advertife the king of this difcovery, 
and fetting up the fign of the crofs on a great 
tree, called die country Sandta Cruz, or the Land 
of the Holy Crofs. He alfo left there two Por- 
tugueze who had been banifhed their country 
for crimes, to make enquiry into the languague 
and manners of the people, and to learn the pro- 
duce of the country. This is that wide region 
of the new world fince called Brazil, from the 
abundance of the wood of that name which it 
produces. Not long after was feen a comet or 
blazing ftar,whofe flaming train feemed to kindle 
all the heavens, and terrified all who faw it. It 
vaniflied in eight days. This was the forerunner 
of that dreadful ftorm which arofe on the twenty- 
third at night, from the north-eaft quarter, 
mingled with rain. Such was its violence that 
they expeded every moment to be fwallowed up 
by the waves ; the day was fo overfpread with 
thick darknefs, that they could not difeern one 
another, and- fi> great was the roaring of the 
• winds and billows, that a man’s voice could not 
be heard. The furious winds fwelling the waves 
as high as mountains ; one moment they feemed 
to be toflfed above the clouds, the next, plunged 
to the bottom of the deep ; in the day the water 
feemed black as pitch, and at night appeared 
like flames of fire. In this milerable condition 
v thcy continued twenty days, in v hich perhhed 
four fhips with all their men, and amongft 
thefe the famous Bartholomew Diaz, the firfl: 
who palled the Cape of Good-Hope. On the 
ilxteciith o* July, thev arrived on the coaft oi 
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Zofala, with fix ftiattered fhips in great diHrefs* 
Thence they proceeded to Mozambique, where 
the admiral refreshed his weary mariners j from 
thence to Quiloa, from that to Melinda, from 
which laft a favourable wind attended them to the 
iflands of Angediva. Here he careened his fhips, 
and fet out for Calicut, which they difcovered the 
feventeenth of September. The natives, feized 
with admiration and gladnefs, at the fight of the 
European fleet, ran in crowds to the fhore. The 
principal nobility came out to welcome the Por- 
tugueze admiral. Firft of all the manner was 
fettled in which the king and admiral fhould 
meet, and this was done with great circumfpec- 
tion. Cabrale demanded that fix hoftages might 
be lent on board for his own and his people’s 
fafety, and thofe of the family or tribe of the Bra- 
mins, which was granted at laft. The embaffy was 
delivered with great ftate ; its purport was to 
conclude a peace, and to fettle a trade to thofe 
parts. After much delay, proceeding from the 
iealoufy of the king, and the artifices of the 
Moors, a peace was concluded, the hoftages de- 
livered, liberty to trade granted, and a houfe given 
for the convenience of traffic. Correa the firft 
f.-.&or took poffeffion of it with fixty men, chofen 
for their ftrength and boldnefs. 

After all, they could not procure goods fufficient 
for a loading. Complaints were made to the king, 
but no redrefs. What occafioned this was the en- 
mity between two Moorifh governors, one inten- 
dant of the fea, the other of the land affairs. This 
laft was offended that the Portuguese factor had 
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mate greater application to the other than to him- 
felf, and contrived to be revenged in the following 
manner. He was informed that there had failed 
from Cochin, a city about thirty leagues diftant, 
a very great fhip of Ceylon, bound for Cambaya 
with elephants, which muft pafs in view of the 
Portugueze fleet. He told the fadtor, that the 
owners had refufed one of thofe animals to the 
defire of the king; that by taking that fhip the ad- 
miral would oblige the king, forward their own 
bufinefs, and pofTefs himfelf of a great quantity 
of fpices which the merchants of Mecca had on 
board her. His defign was, that the Portugueze 
fhould fuffer in the attempt, that fhip being 
of great force ; and to this purpof. he gave notice 
of it to the owners, tine they might be the better 
provided; or in cafe that fhould mifgive, he 
hoped the Portugueze would thereby difoblige 
the merchants of Cochin. The admiral fell into 
the fnare. He difpatched the fhip St. Peter, 
commanded by Peter de Ataida, after the fhip of 
Cochin, who gave her chace. She made no 
account of the Portugueze vcfiel, till the cannon 
taking fome effedt, and the balls reaching her, 
flie bore down upon the Portugueze pouring in 
volleys of fhot ; flic then made off, but was 
purfued, and taken in the bay of Cananor, 
There were {even elephants aboard, whereof 
one was killed by a cannon ball. This con- 
trivance produced this advantage ; to difeover 
the author, to teirily the king of Calicut, feeing 
fuch a vefTel taken by one not above the fixth 
part of her bulk, and r/gain hi'- friendfhip : for 
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the admiral difcovering the fraud, reftored the {hip 
to the owners, making fatisfadtion for the da- 
mage they had fuftained. Here it was that Du- 
arte Pacheco gave the firft marks of that heroic 
valour, which afterwards made him renowned 
thro’ all the world. 

This affair turned to their advantage, but not 
that which followed; for after waiting three 
months, only two fhips were loaded, and that 
at a high charge. The Portugueze fadtor fufpedt- 
ing that the Moors loaded by night, and fo hin- 
dered the others, complained to the king, who 
ordered him to make prize of the boats employed 
in that clandeftine traffic. After fearch made* 
nothing was found, this being only a contrivance 
of the Moors to incenfe the common people 
againft the Portugueze. And indeed fo it fell 
out. Immediately a multitude of Indians run to 
arms, aflault the Portugueze houfe; burft open 
the gates, pillage, burn, and maffacre all that 
come in their way ; of fixty-fix Portugueze who 
were in it, fifty were butchered, the reft efcap- 
ing to the fhips boats, fent afhore to receive 
them. The admiral fufficiently revenged the 
lofs of his countrymen j he difeharged his artil- 
lery on fifteen large Moorifh fhips which lay 
in the harbour, moft of which were deftroyed in 
the flames, or perifhed in the waves, together 
with the greateft part of their crews j the few 
who were faved from that deftrudtion were made 
flaves. Then turning his cannon upon the city, 
he battered it with two days inceffant fire, above 
fix hundred inhabitants were buried in its ruins. 

N 4 A 
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A cannon ball killed one of the emperor’s favou- 
rite lords fo near him, that he was covered with 
blood. This accident terrified him to fuch a 
degree, that he fled out of the city in the utmoft 
precipitancy and 'confu lion. 

He then ftiled for Cochin, a city thirty 
leagues fouth of Calicut, and the metropolis of 
a kingdom the molt fertile in fpiceries of all 
the countries of Indoftan. Trimumpara who 
now reigned here was at war with the Za- 
morin, which latter had gained the hatred of all the 
r.eighboui ing princes. Thofe of Cochin and Ca- 
nanor in particular were defirous of an oppor- 
tunity to break with him ; for which canfe they 
llrove to draw the Portuguezc fleets to their ports. 
The king of Coulan was alfo follicitous to be ad- 
mitted into their fricndlliip. Wherefore the 
admiral was well received at Cochin, where he 
had liberty to trade for what quantity of fpices 
he pleuied. His cargo being completed, he 
proceeded to Cana nor, both to oblige the king 
to whom he had promil’cd a vilit, and alfo to 
Ihew that he was not afraid of the thicats of the 
Zamorin. The king received him with open 
arms, provided him with what merchandize he 
yet wanted, and having concluded an alliance 
with the admiral, he fent on board an ambafla- 
dor, who was to accompany thofe of Cochin 
r.^nd Coulan into Portugal. The fleet laden 
with immenfe riches let fail for Europe, having 
on board the ambaiTud;;rs of three Indian poten- 
tates. 

Thefc proceedings wcj'c not hid from the Za- 

snorin, 
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morin. He refolved to ufe all his efforts to de- 
ftroy the effects of this formidable alliance, 
which threatened him with new enemies from 
the other hemifphere. He fent out a powerful 
fleet to deftroy the Portugueze : but the fuperior 
fltill of the Europeans baffled his defigns. The 
Portugueze out-failing the Indian navy, arrived 
Jfafe in the Tagus in July 1501. 

Before this fleet returned, there failed from 
Lifbon four fhips with four hundred men on board, 
commanded by John de Nueva, a man well 
lkilled in maritime affairs. After feveral dilco- 
veries they arrived at Cananor. The king, de- 
flrous to detain the Portugueze fleet in his har- 
bours, told the admiral that the Zamorin was 
coming againft him with forty great fhips. This 
intelligence had a contrary effedt to that which the 
king expedted from it. For de Nueva, left it 
fhould be believed that he flaid at Cananor out of 
fear, fet fail for Cochin, leaving fome perfons be- 
hind to prepare the merchandize againft his re- 
turn. In the road of Calicut they came up with 
the fleet of the Zamorin. The engagement be- 
gan at day-break. It proved both bloody and 
obftinate, the event continuing doubtful the 
whole day. At laft the approach of the night 
brought victory to the Portugueze. Fortune went 
over to that fide on which were fuperior fkill and 
fuperior valour. The fleet of the barbarians gave 
way, having had ten great fhips buried in the 
waves, betides barks and other fmall veflels whole 
eonftrudtion is peculiar to thofe countries; pnd 

> » more 
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more than four hundred men killed in this 
adtion. 

The meafures which had been purfued, and 
the hoftile condition of the eaftern countries, 
made it neceflary to fend a force into the Indies, 
lufficient to ftrikc terror into their enemies, to 
protect their allies, and to preferve their con- 
quefts. Belides it feemed evident, that to at- 
tempt the empire of the Eaft, there was occafion 
for a force proportionable to that undertaking ; 
that otherwife it were more advifeable to abandon 
it altogether. Some were of this laft opinion, 
but the glory of fo great an atchievement pre- 
vailed j and though many lives and much trea- 
fure had been loft in it, notwithftanding, the 
riches of thofe who had returned, were a confi- 
deration which outweighed the hazards of the 
attempt. Moreover the king was infpired with 
the hopesof enriching and aggrandizing his king- 
dom, and of adding to the glory of his reign, the 
praile of having been the fecond planter of chri- 
ftianity in the Eaft. The riches of this new traf- 
fic fupplied the means. Lifbon was become in 
fome part the capital of all the trading nations in 
Europe. Strangers flocked hither from all quar- 
ters, and the flocks of the merchants of other 
nations were fent into Portugal, to be employed 
in a trade lb lucrative and fo univerfal. Thus 
Einanuel became the mailer of the wealth of 
Europe and the Indies. And nothing was now 
difficult to a prince whole exchequer was filled 
with fo vaft a treafure. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

De Gama fails into the Indies a fecond time . 

W Herefore in order to fupport the high re- 
putation he had acquired amongft fo ma- 
ny powerful and diftant nations, he determined to 
fend out a great power. In the month of March 
three fquadrons put to fea ; the firft, which con- 
lifted of ten fhips, was commanded by Vafquez de 
Gama, now on his fecond voyage to the Indies j 
the fecond of live fhips, under Vincent Sodrez, 
whofe orders were to fcour the coafts of Cochin 
and Cananor, and to ruin the trade of Mecca by 
guarding the mouth of the Red-fea ; the third 
under the flag of Stephen de Gama : the whole 
amounting to twenty fhips, all under the order; 
of Vafquez de Gama. 

Quiloa felt the firft effedts of his refentrnent 
for their ill ufiige to his countrymen. The 
place was cannonaded, and the king made 
tributary to Portugal. Sailing thence he ordered 
his fleet to fpread, that fo no fhip might pals 
unfeen. Several captures were made, but tliofe 
of Calicut were more feverely treated than all 
others. Amongft thefe latter, a fhip belonging 
to the l'u 1 tan of Cairo laden with immenfe riches 
fell into his hands. As fhe expected no enemy, 
flie ftruck without refiftance. Boats were 
lent out to feize this veffel, in which were two 
hundred and fixty Moors, befides above fifty wo- 
men and children. Their orders were to take 
out their goods, and t <3 fet fire td the fhip with 
all her people aboard her. The Moors perceiv- 
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ing their intention, laid hold of fuch weapons as 
fortune threw in their way, beat off the Portu- 
gueze boats, a fhip coming up to their afliftance 
was almofl taken, but being relieved by another, 
and the admiral coming up, the enemy were 
boarded, and burnt with all on board, excepting 
twenty infants only who were afterwards bap- 
tized. Thus perifhed that gallant company, 
whofe bravery merited a better fate. 

The admiral then proceeded to Cananor, where 
after difmifling his ambaffadors, he had an inter- 
view with the king, in which the former alliance 
was renewed, and perfons appointed to fettle af- 
fairs relating to commerce. He then fent to the 
king of Calicut, to let him know that the fate of 
the Moors was no more than an earneft of the 
vengeance he meant to take of his capital, on ac- 
count of the Portugucze killed by his people. 
Thus faying, he advanced to perform his pro- 
mife. 

On his way there met him a boat, in which 
were four of the nobles of Calicut, whom the 
Zamorin had fent with offers extorted thro’ fear 
of the approaching danger. Vafquez, difiatisfied 
with their propofals, if ill proceeded. The king 
was now under a neceiTity of preparing for his 
defence ; but in vain. The terror of the artillery 
threw all into confufion : thirty Moors were 
hanged at the yard arms and thrown into the fea, 
after having their hands and feet cut off, in ord r 
that their mangled corfcs being call afhore by the 
tide, thelndiuns might read in them what they 
had to expect from fuch Enemies. Then fetting 
£|e to a !hip he h.'.J taken, he fet fail, leaving 
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the Zamorin and city in terror and confler- 
nation. 

Mean time the Zamorin, a crafty and enraged 
enemy, left nothing undone to deftroy the Por- 
tugueze, whofe cruelty made them ftill more de- 
tefted, and who befides fomented the rebellion of 
his vafials. He employed force and fraud to 
compafs his ends. He fent privately to Trimum- 
para with unbounded offers, if he would betray 
the Portugueze commander into his hands. The 
faith of the barbarous prince prevailed over thole 
temptations. He made anfwer, that the Portu- 
gueze nation had ever ufed him with fidelity and 
honour, and that he would perilh rather than 
abandon them. The Zamorin irritated with this 
bold anfwer, and defpairing to overcome the vir- 
tue of Trimumpara, redoubled his efforts, refolv- 
ing to attempt by open force that which he could 
not accomplifh by ftratagem. He affcmbled a 
fleet of nine and twenty fhips of force, determin- 
ing to attack Vafquez on his return to Europe, 
when his fleet being heavy loaded and unma- 
nageable fhould be unable to refill. 

In order to favour this defign the following 
flratagem was put in practice, with a view pro- 
bably to render the admiral fecure of going home 
unmoleflcd. 

Whilfl the fhips w r ere loading at Cochin, a 
Bramin of fuperior rank offered himfelf to Vaf- 
quez, together with his fon and his nephew, fig- 
nifying a defire of coming to Portugal in order to 
be inltrudted in the chriftian religion : at the 
fame time he propofol expedients for bringing 
about a reconciliation with the kin" of Calicut. 
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As he contented that his ten and nephew fhould 
remain as hoftages for his good faith, he eafily 
found credit. In this belief the admiral failed 
for Calicut in a great fhip, accompanied with no 
more than one caravel, becaufe he expected to 
meet Sodrez who was gone to fet on fhore the 
ambafladors. Sodrez had been attacked by the 
Moors, and had fet out for Cananor. The Bra- 
min was tent afhore, and pretending to carry 
meflages backwards and forwards, gave time for 
fitting out an hundred great boats called paraos, 
which fuddenly furrounding the admiral, at- 
tempted to board him, and to fet fire to his fhip 
with compofitions of combuftible matter. The 
flames already began to catch, when cutting his 
cable, he difentangled himfelf from the fire-fliip, 
and flood out to fea. The enemy flill purfued 
him in their boats, and he had ran great hazard of 
falling into their hands, had not Sodrez, informed 
of the danger of the admiral by the caravel 
which he had di. 'patched the moment he milled 
his vice-admiral, come up in the moment of 
danger. And now they charge the enemy 
with fo much fury, that they are forced to fly with 
vafl lofs. The hoftages were hanged at the yard 
arms, and then fent afhore in a boat, with a letter 
for the Zamorin, offering him that prefent in re- 
turn for his treachery. After this victory and 
deliverance, he fet fail for Cananor with ten fhips. 
Near Paderane he was met by twenty - nine 
fhips belonging to the Zamorin : this fleet well 
manned and expedite, and elated w r ith the hopes 
of conqueft, came down at once upon him. 
But the experience of Vafquez was not to be de- 
feated 
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feated by any power in thofe parts. In order to 
increafe their fecurity and confidence of victory, 
he ordered his fleet not to engage for fome time, 
but to fuffer the enemy to come clofe up to them 
without oppofition. And now, when they were 
come as near as he intended, he gave the fignal to 
engage, when immediately his great artillery 
pouring their fhot into two of the largeft of the 
enemy, did fuch execution, that the foldiers 
aboard them, ftruck with terror at the havock, 
leaped into the fea, efteeming any fort of 
death lefs terrible than that they fled from. 
Three hundred men were killed in this rencounter. 
The other fhips, beholding the terrible fate of 
their companions, fled, fpreading all the fail the 
marts could carry to bear them out of the reach 
of their enemies. This vidtory was crowned 
with immenfe riches found in the two captive 
fhips, which laft being burnt, the admiral fet fail 
for Europe. 

Sodrez was left to protect the factories, and 
the allies of Portugal. The admiral continuing 
his voyage, arrived atLifbon with nine fhips heavy 
with riches. He was received with univerfal 
joy, amidft the acclamations of multitudes of 
people who ran to behold the entry of Vafquez, 
in which the tribute of the king of Quiloa was 
carried in filver bafons before him. 

The Zamorin fearing to lofe the trade of Ara- 
bia and Egypt, the only traffic that now remained 
to his eftates, and envying the power of the king 
of Cochin, fupported by his enemies, refolved 
to avenge his Ioffes on this latter. Wherefore he 

made 
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made huge preparations for war ; and aflem'bled 
an army of fifty thoufand men to invade Cochin. 
The people of Cochin fearing fo great a power* 
were for giving up the Portugueze to the Zamo- 
rin, who ‘wiihed for nothing more. But Tri- 
mumpara behaving with his wonted firmnefs, 
refufed to yield to their clamour ; and refolving* 
notwithftanding the pufillanimity of his fubjedts, 
to hazard all, rather than violate his own faith 
and the laws of hofpitality, went out with a 
finall force to meet the enemy. At the firft: 
charge he was forfaken by fome of his nobles ; 
however, with the afiiftance of the Portugueze, 
he -continued valiantly to maintain a pafs, till both 
his nephews being killed, whereof one was his 
general, he was forced to fly for fafety to the 
ifland Vaipi, oppofxte to the city of Cochin, whi- 
ther he had firft fent the Portugueze. This ifland 
had been of old confecrated to the moft awful 
and tremendous myfteries of the Indian worfhip, 
and had ever been deemed an inviolable azylum 
by all the princes of the Eaft. It was moreover 
a place of extraordinary ftrength ; nature and 
art feemed to confpire to render it impregnable. 
It was befides provided with every thing necefiary 
in a long fiege, and was defended by a garrifon 
both numerous and refolute. 

The Zamorin, whofe power nothing could 
wjthftand, advanced againft Viapan or Vaipi, for it 
is written both ways. Cochin was taken, burnt, 
and plundered. He then attacked this ifland 
whither Trimumpara had retired. He often gave 
the afiaulf, and was is often repulfed with great 

daughter. 
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daughter, the governor ftill preferving his faith 
to his m after amidft his misfortunes, and the king 
ftill refilling to deliver up the Portugueze. 

Things were in this pofture, when Sodrez the 
Portugueze admiral arrived with the fquadron 
under his command. The king, overjoyed at the 
approach of relief, fent to defire he would land 
part of his men to affift in this dangerous extre- 
mity. Sodrez wanted not courage, but his in- 
fatiable avarice fullied all his military reputation. 
Taken up with the thoughts of enriching himfelf 
by the plunder of the Mooriffi veflels, he made 
anfwer that his inftrudtions limited his command 
to the feas, and that he was not at libery to land- 
fo much as one man j that the orders of his go- 
vernment were not to be dilpenfed with. So 
faying he left the coaft, and fet fail for the Red- 
fea in queft of booty. This proceeding amazed 
the king, and enraged the fubjedts of Portugal, 
who were lefs concerned for their own fafety, 
than for the honour of their country. For no 
arguments were capable to move this officer, en- 
flaved by the moft contemptible of human paf- 
fions. His fate was equal to his merits. His {hip 
was loft, and all aboard her, amongft thofe his 
own brother. 

Altho’ the feverity of the weather had obliged 
the Zamorin to break up from before Viapan, 
he had notwithftandiug taken all the precautions 
neceflary for the fecurity of Cochin, by eredting 
fortrefles in the principal places. He had alfo 
thrown a ftrong garrifoiv into the capital, at which 
laft place he had eredteda citadel; refolving to re- 
turn to the fiege as foon as the weather would permit. 

Vol. II. O CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Expedition of Alphonfo and Francis Albuquerque. 
A5is of Pacheco. 

W Hilft the people of Cochin were befiegedin 
this iiland, there failed from Portugal nine 
(hips under three diftindt commanders. Thefe were 
Alphonfo de Albuquerque, Francifco de Albu- 
querque, and Antonio de Saldanna. This laft 
was to cruife upon the Moors in the mouth of 
the Red-fea, and the others to return with the 
trade to Europe. Francifco de Albuquerque 
arrived before the others, having been joined by 
the fquadron of Sodrez, which he found in 
diftrefs on the coaft of India. Coming before 
the ifland, he faluted the king, to whom he fent 
prefents, on the part of Emanuel, part whereof 
confifted in ten thoufand ducats in money. While 
he advanced to the fhore, the king ran to embrace 
him, himfelf and his people weeping tears of joy. 
The admiral on his part faid all he could to com- 
fort the prince, promifing every thing he could 
expedt from allies of whom he had fo well de- 
ferved. He told him at the fame time, what far- 
ther force there was upon the feas for his afiift- 
ance. . < ^ 

He loft no time, but fell uponthofe whqngld 
the ifland of Cochin for the Zamorin, and luffing 
vjft numbers, he expelled the reft. The prince 
ofRepelin’s lands were wafted with fire and 
fword. The Zamorin’s garrifons were every 
where driven out, his fortreffes razed even with 
* the ground* and the king of Cochin brought 
back with triumph to his capital. 


The 
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The admiral took this opportunity to afk leave 
to ereCl a fortrefs in Cochin. The king, whether 
out of gratitude to a people to whom he owed 
his deliverance and his diadem, or that he was 
not in a condition to refufe it, granted him liber- 
ty to ereCt a ftrong hold wherever he faw fit ; 
forming by this condefcenfion the fetters which 
were to deprive him and his people of their 
liberty. 

Albuquerque knowing that a council of this 
nature might foon be repented of, loft no time to 
execute an' affair of fuch moment. He made 
choice of an eminence which commanded at once 
the port and the city, drew the plan of the cita- 
del, making all poffible difpatch to compleat this 
ftrength, with fuch materials as he could pro- 
cure, the country affording neither ftones nor 
mortar. The work was already well advanced, 
when Alphonfo de Albuquerque arrived. This 
general was ambitious of fignalizing himfelf by 
l'ome notable exploit under his own direction ; 
wherefore aflaulting a city of the country, a mul- 
titude of warlike Indians fallying forth, brought 
him into great danger. At the fame inftant they 
were attacked by above thirty of the Zamorin's 
fhips: but his brother Francifco coming to his 
relief, the enemy were routed with great llaugh- 
ter. Seven hundred were killed in the iiland Ca- 
balam, whither they thought -to fecure them- 
felves. Duarte Pacheco deftroyed another town, 
in which moft of the inhabitants were cut to 
pieces. Whilft the victorious Portugueze failed 
away, fpent as they werp 'with fatigue, they were 
attacked by another fleet of Calicut, confiding 
' O 2 * of 
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of fifty fail; this affair likewife turned out in 
favour of the former. A fadtory was now fettled 
at Coulan, the kingdom of a rich and powerful 
prince, whofe capital lay at twenty-four leagues 
diftance fouth from Cochin. The queen, who 
was guardian of the king her fon then in his 
non-age, folliciting the friendlhip and protedtion 
of the Portugueze, was received into favour, 
on condition of freedom to traffic in the eftates 
of this prince. 

The Portugueze arms were now carried into 
the oppofite coaft of Africa. The king of Zan- 
guebar was obliged to acknowledge the king of 
Portugal for his fovereign ; as was the city of 
Brava, a kind of commonwealth, which was com- 
pelled to pay an annual tribute. The king of 
Melinda, opprefled by the fovereign of Mom- 
baza, fled for fandtuary and relief to the new 
lords of the Eaft. Their friendfhip coft him 
infinitely dear; for by this means he loft at once, 
his quality, his eftates, and his independence. 
His rival ftiared the fame fate. 

The great fuccefles and the growing power of 
the Portugueze terrified the Zamorin, fo that 
changing his thirft of vengeance into the loweft 
fubmiffions, he fued for peace. The conque- 
rors granted it, impofing what terms they them- 
felves thought proper. Part of thofe conditions 
had been put jn execution, when the Zamorin, 
probably aflecicd with the ignominy of yielding 
to a foreign power, or inftigated by the Moors, 
or moved by both thofe confederations, put a 
ftop to the r^ft. He dgain profecuted the -war ; 

refolvin^ 
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refolving to extirpate thofe ftrangers, whofe 
power was become fo terrible, and to punifh 
Trimumpara, whofe fimplicity, he faid, had cn- 
llaved to them the Indian ftates. Wherefore he 
prepared with incredible diligence and fecrecy 
to fall upon the Portugueze fleet on their return 
home. But all his care to conceal his defigns 
was ineffectual. Trimumpara, watchful for his 
own and his people’s fafety, penetrating his 
intentions, applyed himfelf to Alphonfo, befeech- 
ing him not to leave his friends and allies 
without fome force to protect them from the 
power of the Zamorin. The admiral moved by 
the juftnefs of his requeft, confented that Duarte 
Pacheco with his own fhips, and two caravels 
with one hundred and fifty men, fhould remain 
in thofe parts. Thcfe matters thus fettled, Al- 
phonfo and Francifco returned towards Europe. 
The former after a profperous voyage, arrived 
fife, but Francifco with the Jfhips under his com- 
mand were never more heard of. 

Scarce had the Portugueze fleet quitted the 
fhorcs of India, and were got out of fight of land, 
when the Zamorin purpofing to invade Cochin 
wfith all his power, called together the kings and 
lords of Malabar. There reforted to him thofe of 
Tanor, Befpur or Nifapur, Cotugan and Chorin, 
with ten princes of equal power, befides lords 
of inferior force. Fifty thoufand men were af- 
lembled as well for land as fea fervice. For this 
latter, there were four thoufand men in two 
hundred and eighty veflels of feveral forts, and 

03* * three 
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three hundred and eighty cannon to batter the 
new fort. The remainder of this vaft army, was 
to attack the ford of the river thro’ which lay 
the paiTage to the ifland in which Cochin is feated. 
Thefe were commanded by Naubeadering, ne- 
phew and heir to the emperor, Elancol lord of 
Repelim. 

The king of Cochin, feeing himfelf deferted 
by his fubje£ts, {hewed fome marks of fear : but 
Duarte Pacheco encouraged him, at the fame 
time putting himfelf into a pofture of defence. 
The king of Cochin taking heart by his example, 
difpofed every thing to the bed: advantage, was 
prefent every where, leaving nothing to fortune 
which prudence could forefee, and thus placing 
his truft and confidence in the divine providence, 
he waited the event. 

The difpofition made by Pacheco was as fol- 
lows: In the fhips were put twenty-five men; 
in the fort, thirty-nine ; in the caravel twenty- 
fix ; twenty-three were put aboard a boat ; and 

in another was Pacheco himfelf with twenty- 

* 

two. Befides thefe who were Portugueze, three 
hundred Malabars waited his orders, while the 
king with his own troops defended the city. 

Three bloody and fierce encounters happened 
in difputing the pafs. In the firft the Zamorin 
loft twenty paraos funk by the cannon, one hun- 
dred and eighty perfons of note, and above a 
thoufand private men. In the fecond attack, 
nineteen paraos, three hundred and fixty men. 
In the third, fix hundred and twenty-two paraos, 
befides fixty which fial. and fifteen thoufand 


men 
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men killed, amongft whom was the Zamorin 
himfelf. Pacheco purfued them, laid wafte their 
country with fire and fword, and burnt four of 
their cities down to the ground. 

The king of Calicut (fucceffor of him who 
had been killed) returns to attempt another ford. 
At that time three hundred Moors deferted Pa- 
checo, befides he was in want of powder, nor 
did the king of Cochin relieve him, the meflen- 
ger of Pacheco having treacheroufly forebore de- 
livering his meffage. But Pacheco overcoming 
all difficulties, killed above fix hundred of the 
enemy, obliging them to take fhelter in a grove 
of palm trees, where nine men were killed by a 
cannon ball fo near the king that he was 
lprinkled with their blood. Not long after he 
loft fix thoufand more by the plague. 

Notwilhftanding the king of Calicut made vaft 
preparations, fatiguing Pacheco in the mean time 
with divers ftratagems and treacheries. The 
making of a powder was projected to blind the 
enemy, and fo facilitate their overthrow : be- 
fides they had got a new invention of floating 
caftles to deftroy their fhips j and the Moors of 
Cochin were clandeftinely bribed to poifon the 
water of the ifland. The project of the powder 
was the fubjedt of Pacheco’s laughter, but he was at 
great pains to fecure the wells and fprings. And 
now the caftles began to appear. Thefe were 
eight in number, fifteen feet high, each raifed 
upon two boats, and carrying multitudes of men. 
Pacheco had one hundred and fixty men divided 
between four different .parts * the .ford, the fort, 

O 4 the 
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the caravels, and the fliip ; and herein confided 
the chief ftrength of the kingdom of Cochin : 
for of thirty thoufand men which compofed the 
king’s army at firft, there remained no more 
than eight thoufand, many of the principal men 
having deferted. The king of Cochin had brought 
eighty thoufand into the field, whereof he had 
loft twenty thoufand. Whilft the towers of the 
enemy were preparing, Pacheco was attacked by 
a number of paraos. No fooner had he repulfed 
thofe, than fix bold nayres undertook to kill 
him, and in order thereto came over as deferters. 
But being informed of their defign, he caufed 
them to be feized, and thus efcaped this dan- 
ger. The Zamorin now gave out that the Por- 
tugueze at Cochin were all killed in die late ren- 
counters, with this intent, that thofe of that 
nation who refided at Cananor and Coulam 
might be deftroyed. This ftratagem had very 
near taken its intended effedt, and they run great 
hazard, many being wounded, and fome of them 
killed. The king of Cochin though he faw the 
great danger that threatened him, was refolved to 
endure the utmoft miferies rather than abandon 
the Portugueze,but feared fo fmall a number muft 
at laft be overpowered by the multitude of the 
enemy \ the danger of thofe brave men grieved 
him more than his own. He therefore moft 
earjieftly entreated Pacheco to quit that enter- 
prize, and to referve himfelfand his men for fome 
opportunity wherein he might do his prince 
greater feivice. Pacheco bid the king take 
courage, and not difheart.cn his fubjedts by any 

firm^ 
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figns of fear, but to exhort them to Hand firm, 
and that thereby they fhould Overcome all dif- 
ficulties. And fearing left any of the Portugueze, 
thro’ his example, might falter in the refolu- 
tion of conquering or dying, he went aboard the 
ftiips, where he made them a moil eloquent and 
refolute fpecch, which gave new vigour to all of 
them ; but much more his fpeedy orders, and the 
courageous activity (hewn at that very time ; for 
fcarce was the fpeech ended, when the enemy 
appeared. Their delign was to burn the Por- 
tugueze ftiips, and for that end thofe floating 
caftles were drove towards them, all their front 
blazing with fire. But Pacheco perceiving their 
intent, made ufe of long beams, one end whereof 
being fastened to the ftiips, and the other project- 
ing, hindered the approach of thofe burning caftles. 

The enemy drew near with two hundred and 
ninety veflels, well provided irt men and artil- 
lery, with eight caftles ; one carrying forty men; 
two, thirty-five men each ; and every one of the 
other five, thirty men ; before all came the fire- 
works. The ftiore was covered with thirty 
thouf.md men, with excellent artillery ; at the 
head of them, the lord of Repelim with a vaft 
number of pioneers. The fight began, the odds 
being almoft three hundred veflels, to three. At 
firft, the artillery had little effect, but continu- 
ing to play tore in pieces thofe towers, the 
fmoak whereof being fomewhat allayed, the fea 
appeared covered with broken boats, arms, dead 
bodies, and others ftruggliug with death; the 
fight w T as renewed with great loft .to the enemy, 

and 
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and not one Portuguezc killed. The next day 
the king of Calicut returned and was beaten off 
with great damage, having loft eighteen thoufand 
• men in the fpace of five months that this expe- 
dition lafted. Therefore by the advice of his 
Bramins he defired peace of the king of Cochin, 
wliich was granted ; which done, he retired'to 
_ do penance. Soon after Pacheco quelled the 
Moors at Coulam who obftrudted the Portu- 
gueze factors in their traffic, and by hinder- 
ing any others from entering the harbour, they 
bought the merchandize at their own price. 
He then returned to Cochin, having by the 
terror of his name only ftruck a general pannic 
over all that coaft. The more effe&ually to 
check the enemy, and to hinder their defcent, 
he fortified the harbour of Cochin, and after 
having preferved the ally of Portugal, and re- 
ftored him to his ancient grandeur and indepen- 
dence, he prepared to return into Europe. 

CHAP. VIIT. 

Emanuel fends Lope Soarez with a great power 
into the Eafi. 

K ING Emanuel leeingthc neceffityof appear- 
ing with a greater power in the Indies, fent 
out Lope Soarez with a fleet of thirteen fhips, the 
largeft hitherto built in Portugal, and on board 
of* them twelve hundred men. He met two 
r Portugueze commanders refitting in the An- 

f edive iflands', in order to cruife againft the 
doors. With thef'e he appeared before Calicut ; 
and becaufe they did not-deliver all the prifoners 

taken 
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taken in the late war, he battered the city two 
whole days, killing three hundred of the inhabi- 
tants, and then failed for Cochin, at the fame time 
that Pacheco was upon his return from Coulam. 

The king informed Soarez of the damage 
done him by the inhabitants of Cranganor, a city 
at four leagues diftance, which the king of Calicut 
had fortified. The Portugueze with great fecrecy 
provided fhips, failed up the river, where, after 
a fliarp engagement, five fhips, with eighty pa- 
raos well manned, were burnt by two Portu- 
gueze fhips which led the van. He then failed 
on to attack the city. Showers of arrows poured 
by multitudes of Moors and Indians who covered 
all the fhorc, oppofed the Portugueze. But their 
mufquetry made way thro’ all, and having reached 
the town, it was burnt down to the ground. The 
prince of Calicut who was to have guarded it fled. 

Soarez was under fail in his return to Europe, 
when he was met by twenty paraos, who freely 
bellowed their fhot, and drew him into a bay, 
wherein were feventccn great fhips well pro- 
vided with cannon, and defended by four thou- 
fand men. All thofe fhips with their lading, 
which was exceeding rich, were burnt, feven 
hundred Turks drowned, befides thofe who 
periflied by fire and fword. Soarez arrived at 
Lifbon on the twenty-fecond of July, with 
thirteen vi£torious fhips, heavy laden with 
riches* whereof three were of the fleet of the 
foregoing year. The king feated Duarte Pacheco 
by his fide, under a canopy, and went in that 
manner along with him to church, to do honour 

to 
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to his great valour: fome authors /ay that he 
foon after imprifoned him, and fuffered him to die 
in great mifery : tho’ others contradict this par- 
ticular, afferting, that the king, not content with 
bellowing upon him the government of Africa, 
thought he could never enough recompen/e 
him ; and that, to the end that the memory of 
his virrue /hould never peri/h, he employed the 
"mo/l eloquent prelate in his dominions to write 
the hi/lory of Pacheco’s war, which he fent to 
all the princes of Europe, glorying that it gave 
him a higher fatisfaclion to have fuch a man in 
his kingdom, than to be lord of the Indies. If the 
former be true, it affords a terrible example of 
the uncertainty of royal favours, and the little 
regard that is had to true merit. 

Before thefe difcoveries, fpices were brought 
to Europe with vail trouble, and at an immenfe 
charge. The clove of Molucco, the nutmeg 
and mace of Banda, the fandal of Tinor, the 
camphireofBorneOjiiiegold and filver ofLuconia, 
with all the. other riches, fpices, gums, perfumes, 
and curiofities of China, Java, Siam, and other 
eaflern kingdoms, were carried to the market of 
the citv of Malacca, feated in the country by 
fome thought to be the Golden Chcrfonefus of the 
ancients, whence the inhabitants of all the weft ern 
regions, as fir as the Red-lea, brought thofe 
commodities in barter for goods of the produce 
of their refpictive countries. For no mopjey was 
ufed in this traffic, filver and gold being lefs 
efteemui in that place, than by thofe who traded 
thither. It w.Li this trade which enriched the 
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cities of Calicut, Cambayaj Ormus, and Aden, 
adding to what they brought from Malacca, the 
rubies of Pegu, the Huffs of Bengala, the pearls 
of Calicare, the diamonds of Narfinga, the cin- 
namon and richer rubies of Ceylon, the pepper, 
ginger, and other fpices of the coaft of Malabar, 
and fuch other places as nature had enriched with 
theie' latter commodities. From Ormus they 
were brought to Europe, thro’ the Perfian 
gulph, by way of Bacora at the mouth of the 
Euphrates, and thence distributed by caravans 
through Armenia, Trebizond, Tartary, Aleppo 
and Damafcus. The Venetians, Genoefe, -and 
Catalonians, loaded them at the port of Barut on 
the Mediterranean, in order to diftribute them 
over all the North. Such as were carried thro’ 
the Red- lea, were landed at Toro or Suez, 
towns at the bottom of that gulph, and thence 
conveyed by caravans to Grand Cairo, and there 
embarked on the Nile for Alexandria, from 
whence they were lhipped off for the North and 
Weft. 

The vaft wealth and power which thefe fuc- 
ceffes brought to Portugal, did not iatisfy Ema- 
nuel. His views growing with his opportunities, 
he meditated nothing lefs than to fecure this 
opulence to his people, exclufive of all others j 
and this was by driving their competitors the 
Moors out of thofe parts ; a defign worthy of 
its author, and only reprehenfible in this, that 
it feemed to furpafs the powers of his fmall do- 
main. The king believed that, as there were 
three principal ports or, marts from which that 
nation traded to the remoteil parts of the Indies, 

and 



2o6 a NEW HISTORY of 

and all of them at great diftance from one ano- 
ther, it might be practicable by their being thus 
divided to opprefs them, either one after another, 
or all at once. Thefe ports were Aden in Ara- 
bia, Ormuz, fituated in an ifland of the fame 
name on the coaft of Perfia, and Malacca, feated 
on the ftraits of Sincapour. With this defign he 
made great preparations, ordering a fleet to be 
equipped, greater and better manned than any 
he had fent out heretofore. 

CHAP. IX. 

Expedition of Francis Almeida. 

W Hilft Emanuel was employed in thefe pre- 
parations, a new fcene of affairs arofe in the 
Eaft. Many princes fuffered by the new efta- 
bl iflied trade of the Portugueze. The Bramins 
employed in the court of the Zamorin, obferving 
their difcontents, took occafion to hint to the 
emperor, that the chriftians and mahometans 
were mortal and irreconcileable enemies, divided 
ftill more by intereft than by religion, and that, 
by blowing the fire of diflention between them, 
and fupporting the weaker, he might eafily ren- 
der himfelf fuperior to both, thus weakened by 
mutual hoflilities. T o this purpofe, the Zamo- 
rin, the fhame of his own lodes, and the harfh- 
nefs of the Portugueze yoke, equally adting upon 
him, difpatched an embafiy to the fultan of 
Egypt, complaining of the tyranny of that nation, 
and afking his afliftance again ft a people, whofe 
pride and avarice and cruelty were equally dc- 
ftrudtive to both their eftates. The fultan think- 

ing 
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ing to intimidate Emanuel, fent word to the 
Pope that if thefe hoftilitics were continued in 
the Eaft, he would fend an army to deftroy the 
holy places in Jerufalem. Thefe threats had no 
other effedfc upon the king than to haften the 
difpatch of a ftrong fquadron into the Indies. 
Sixteen {hips of force, with fifteen hundred foot, 
compofed this armament. Beiides thefe were 
fent fix caravels, a fort of galleon or veffel with- 
out decks. The commander was Francifco de 
Almeida, who was to take upon him the govern- 
ment of India, with the title of viceroy, and 
who had given great proofs of his prudence and 
courage in the wars of Ferdinand king of- Ca- 
ftile. This naval army left the Ihores of Portugal 
on the twenty-fifth of March one thoufaud five 
hundred and five, and Almeida, after a profperous 
courfe, arrived at Quiboa, with part of his fleet, 
the reft being feparated by ftrefs of weather. 
Abraham the tyrant of the country refufed to 
pay the tribute he had covenanted for. Al- 
meida attacked, defeated, and expelled him, 
feated Mahomet Ancorim in his throne, and 
ere&ed a fbrtrefs in order to fecure the obedience 
of his wavering fubjeits. He then vifited Mom- 
baza, feated alfo on the coaft of Africa. The fitua- 
tion of this place, which was built in an ifiand, 
and was defended by two citadels on which were 
planted fome pieces of cannon, .made him refufe 
to admit the viceroy into his port. He therefore 
forced the entrance, and battering his caftles to 
pieces, he ftormed the city, and made flaves of 
moft part of the inhabitants. He, likewife built 

a fort 
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a fort at this place, after which he fet fail for 
the Angedive iflands, where he ereCted another 
ftrength. Here he received the compliments of 
the king j and the Moors of Chinkatora, alarmed 
at the prefenc e of a general whofe actions had 
gained him fo much reputation, lent him rich 
prefents. The fort being finifhed he proceeded 
to Onor. The inhabitants, after l’ecuring their 
_ wives, children, and mod: valuable effects in a 
neighbouring mountain, changed their beha- 
viour, appeared in a body with a delign to 
fupport the infolence they had been guilty of. 
The admiral attacked them by lea and land, and 
marching thro* fhowers of arrows burnt the 
city with all the fhips in the port. Timoia the 
governor of the city, a man of great prudence, 
and of a molt graceful prefence, perfuaded the 
governor to delift from the total deftruCtion of 
the place. The king became the tributary vaffal 
of Portugal. Hence lie departed for Cananor 
where he had the king’s permifnon to build a 
fort, in which lie left a lliong garrifon, and fo fet 
out for Cochin. Affairs hete were in a very 
.fluctuating condition. Trimumpara, broken and 
worn out with old age, had refigned the crown 
to the younger of his lifter's fons, rejecting the 
elder becaule he had abandoned him in the laft 
invafion of the Zamorin. Tht-fe proceedings ex- 
cited very great troubles. The viceroy arriving 
put an end to all difputcr, eflablilhing Noubeador 
on the throne of his uncle. The king of Cochin 
from this day forwards acknowledged himfeif the 
vaflal of the % king of Portugal. The governor 

made 
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made him rich prefents, telling him at the fame 
time, that he had orders from the king, now 
their common fovereign, to build a citadel in 
Cochin ftill iironger than the former. 

King Emanuel in order to fecure the trade of 
the gold of Zofala, caufcd forts to be built at 
Quiloa, at Mozambik, and a factory at Melin- 
da. Afterwards Don Franciico fent out Pedro 
de Annaya to build a fort nr Zofala. The king of 
this place believing tiiat the unhealthfnlnefs of the 
country would oblige the Poriugueze to abandon 
it, granted him permiffion to eredt a fortrefs 
whereby that trade was fecured contrary to the 
king’s intentions. As this country conftitutes 
part of the Portugueze conquefts, and is included 
in the charter of the Eaft- India company, the 
defcription of it extracted from an author of re- 
putation is here fubjoined. The kingdom of Zo- 
fala is a large tradt of land, feven hundred and 
fifty leagues in circumference, fubjedt to the Mo- 
nomopata, that is to lav, emperor of that part of 
fouthern Afric which goes under this name, and 
is alfo known by that of Ethiopia Inferior ; it is 
watered by two famous rivers, Rio del Efperitu 
Santo, and Cuama, the latter navigable two 
hundred and fifty leagues from the ocean. Thefe 
and many other livers which fall into them are 
reputed to have golden lands. This land for the 
mod part is pleuianf, healthful and fertile, enjoy- 
ing a temperate air. Some part of it feeds vaft 
flocks of fheep, tire fkins whereof ferve to de- 
fend the natives from the cold winds which blow 
Vol, II, .P . from 
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from the South. The country along the banks 
of the Cuama is mountainous, covered with 
woods, and watered with many rivers which 
render it delightful and populous. This is the 
common refidence of the Monomopata. Here are 
great numbers of elephants, which produce ivory 
in vaft qaantitics, and likewife mines of gold. 
Thefe are called the mines of Manaca, which lies 
fifty leagues diftant, both negledted at that time 
by their poffeffors. 

Here arc buildings of a wonderful ftrudture, 
with infcriptions of dark and unknown characters. 
The natives know nothing of their foundation. 
They worfhip one foie God under the name of 
Moziono. idols are not known here. Witch- 
craft, theft and adultery, are crimes punifhed 
with exemplary feverity. They are permitted to 
have as many wives as they can maintain j the 
king has above a thoufand to himfelf, but the 
firft: commands the others, and her children inhe- 
rit. They perform their funerals with abundance 
of fuperilition ; their cloathing is cotton, that of 
the better fort is mixed with threads of gold. 
The houfes are of wood. The king’s retinue is 
rather ceremonious than great, his guard confifts 
of tvVo hundred dogs, and he is always followed 
by a troop of five hundred jefters or buffoons. 
He is fovereign over many princes, whofe heirs 
he conftantly keeps about him to prevent them 
from rebelling, to which they are very prone. 
There are no law-fuits known amongft them. 
Their foldiers are all infantry, their arms arrows, 
' . • darts 
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darts or javelins, daggers and final! fliarp hatch- 
ets. The women in this country are fo much 
refpefted, that if the Ion of the king happens to 
meet one of them, he not only gives her the 
way but flops till Ihe has paffed. The Moors of 
Magadoxa were the firft who pofiefifed thefe 
mines of Zofala ; after thefe they fell into the 
hands of thofe of Quiloa, whofe kings were pof- 
feifed of them till Yzuf one of their governors 
ufurped the fovereignty with the title of king, 
and was the fame who now permitted them to. 
build this fort, which tho’ of wood, was not- 
withftanding abundantly ftrong. 

In the mean time the Zamorin of Calicut 
urged on the fultan of Cairo, hoping with his 
affiftance to drive the Portugueze out of the In- 
dian Teas. The privacy of this negociation could 
not conceal it from the king of Cochin. He fent 
notice of it to the viceroy, who, fent his fon with 
a fleet to prevent or crufli that defign. In the 
way he engaged and almoft deftroyed a great 
fleet of the enemy, and relieved the fort of 
Angediva, which was helet by fixty fail of the 
.Moors and gentiles. The Moors now perceiving 
that their trade could no longer be carried on in 
the manner they were wont, becaule of the fu- 
perior force of the Portugueze, in order to fhun 
thofe enemies, bethought themfelves of a new 
route to Sumatra and Malacca, whither they re- 
forted on account ol the fpiceries they purchafed 
at thofe places, by keeping out to fea, and fleer- 
ing thro’ the channels which feparatc the Mal- 
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dive iflands/ The viceroy fent his fon with nine 
fhips to infeft that navigation. In this expedition, 
carried on thorough unknown feas, tVas dif- 
covered the ifland of Ceylon, the famous Tapro- 
bana of the ancients. They caft anchor in the 
port of Gale, where they found a multitude of 
Moors bufied in loading cinnamon, and taking in 
elephants for Cambaya. Thefe dreading his re- 
fentment, prefented Don Lorenzo with four hun- 
dred bahars of cinnamon in the name of the 
king. After planting a crofs with an infeription 
to perpetuate the memory of his difeovery and 
arrival, he fet fail for Cochin, deftroying by the 
way the town of Biramjam, which he burnt 
down to the ground, putting every foul within it 
to the fword in revenge for the Portugueze killed 
at Coulan, to which kingdom this town belonged. 
The next care of the governor was to relieve the 
forts of Zofala and Quiioa, where moil of the 
garrifons were dead, and thofe that remained alive 
incapable of duty. Notwithftanding the fortrefs 
of Quiioa was afterwards razed by the fame hands 
that built it, after having coft many lives, and all 
this the effedt of the ill ufage of the Portugueze 
towards the natives, proceeding from their unfuf- 
ferable pride, and from their avarice, which knew 
no bounds. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 

Triftan de Cunna, and Alphonfo de Albuquerque, 
afterwards furnamed the Great y Jet Jail for 
the Indies. 

E MANUEL had already refolved to fendTrif. 

tan de Cunna and Alphonfo de Albuquerque 
into the Eaft, the firft to condudt the trading fleet, 
and the latter to cruize on the coaft of Arabia, 
when James Fernandez Piteyra, the difeoverer of 
the ifland Socotora in the mouth of the Red-fea, 
arrived. The king being informed that the inhabi- 
tants of this ifland, who were chriftians, were op- 
prefled by the Moors, ordered the two comman- 
ders to diredt their courfe thither, and to endea- 
vour to pofieis themfelves of the fort, to the intent 
that the Portugueze fleets might afterwards winter 
there, and thus the navigation of that gulph 
might be fecured. A wooden fort ready to let 
up was carried along with them , in cafe that 
which was there already fhouldHbe found to be 
unferviceable. Thele two admirals fet fail from 
Liibon on the fixteenth of March, with thirteen 
lhips, and aboard of thefe thirteen hundred fight- 
ing men. In this voyage the ifland Madagascar 
was difeovered. Being arrived at Melinda, the 
king obliged him to invade Oja, a city which to- 
gether with the king of Mombafa made war upon 
him. This country was poflefled by the Arabs, 
where buildings of ancient and furprifing ftruc- 
ture are to be feen. Each city, and almoft every 
village has a king or xeque of its own, the prin- 
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cipal of which are, thofe of Quiloa, Zanzibar,' 
and Mombafa ; but the prince of Melinda pre- 
tends to be the moft ancient, deducing his pedi- 
gree from thofe of Quitau, a city eighteen leagues 
diftant, which amidft its ruins (hews the foot- 
fteps of its ancient grandeur, having been fupe- 
fior to all its neighbours, which are Luziva, Pa- 
rimunda, Lamon, Jaca, Oja, and others. The 
Country is watered by the river Gulimanja. Trif- 
tan deCunna with fix (hips appeared before the 
city Oja, fituated feventeen leagues from Melinda, 
on an open fhorc, fecured by a wall which hides 
it from the Cafres towards the land. The xeque 
being informed that de Cunna had important af- 
fairs to communicate with him, made anfwer, 
that a fubjedt of the foldan of Cairo, the head 
caliph of the houfe of Mahomet, as he was, 
could not treat with his open enemies. Triftan 
diftrufling delays, as foon as the day began to 
dawn, dividing his men into two bodies aboard 
the boats, proceeded towards the fhore, where the 
Moors, afiifted by the fea, flood in arms. ready 
to oppofe their landing. They were put to flight 
at the firfl onfet, and obliged to take fhelter under 
their walls j but not believing themfelves fafe 
there, as fafl as they entered at one gate they fled 
out at the other. The king was purfued and 
killed amidll a multitude of his people in a wood 
of palm trees, whither he had fled. I cannot 
• ■ forbear giving the reader the pleafure of the fol- 
lowing ad! of generality, the more wonderful on 
account of the perfons it proceeded from, how- 
ver foreign from the fubjedl I have undertaken 
o treat oi ^ that is, to the eftablifhmcnt of the 
rade to the Indies, George 
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George Sylveyra attacked a Moor of a grave and 
manly appearance, while he conduced a young 
woman of exquifite beauty thro’ a path which 
led acrofs a wood ; the Moor ftop’d to fight the 
Portugueze, bidding the woman feize that time 
to make her efcape. The maid pierced with the 
thoughts of leaving for ever the man fhe loved, 
refufed to fly, and obftinate in fpite of all his in- 
treaties or endeavours, perfifted to follow him, 
laying, that to die, or be taken with him, Ihe 
was very willing, but that while Ihe lived llie 
would never efcape alone. The Portugueze, 
llruck with amazement to behold thefe lovers 
ftriving who fhould give the greatefl: proofs of 
love and tendernefs, let them both go away, add- 
ing as he returned, thefe words, Heaven forbid, 
that my fword fhould cut the bonds of fo much 
love, and fo unfeigned a paflion. The town was 
taken, plundered and burnt with fuch precipita- 
tion, that feveral of the conquerors perifhed in 
the flames. Lamn, a city fifteen leagues diflant, 
taught by fo terrible an example, fubmitted to 
the Portugueze. The cheque, which made it 
more acceptable, came in perfon to make this 
fubmifiion, offering a yearly tribute of fix hun- 
dred meticales of gold; the tribute of the firft 
year was paid down in hand. The fleet proceeded 
to Brava, a populous city, which had been con- 
quered before, but had now rifen in rebellion, 
vainly confiding in an army of fix thoufand men, 
which it expofed on the fhore. But Cunna and 
Albuquerque landing next day in two bodies, in 
fpite of fhowers of arro\vs, darts add flones, fcakd 

P 4 . the 
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the walls, and routed the Moor?, wafhing the 
ftreets with their blood, and killing a prodigious 
number. Thofe of the Portugueze who were 
killed, perifhed more thro* covetoufnefs than by 
the fword; for overloading a boat with the fpoil, 
they went to the bottom along with it. And here 
the avarice of the Portugueze fullied the glory of 
their arms, and prompted them to a<fts of barba- 
rity .Hi ocking to human nature. They cut off the 
hands and ears of women, to fave time in taking 
off their bracelets and ear-rings in another manner. 

The city burned and plundered, they fet fail, 
paft Cape Guardafu, and flood for Zoeotora. 
Zocotora is an ifland twenty leagues in length, 
nine in breadth, lying almoft eaft and weft, in 
the latitude of twelve degrees and forty minutes. 
This is the largeft ifland near the mouth of the 
Red-fca, but has no ports fit for any great number 
of fhips to winter in. Athwart the middle of it 
runs a ridge of hills which pierce into the clouds, 
yet this amazing height docs not prefer ve them 
from the find of the fhore, which the north 
winds drive as high as their very fummits. It is 
therefore entirely barren of trees and plants, ex- 
cepting feme fmall vallies which lie under fhelter 
from thofe winds- The Arabian continent lies 
at fifty leagues diftance from it, as does Cape 
Guardafu at thirty. The ports moft frequented 
by the Portugueze are Zoco, inhabited by the 
Moors, Calaneea to the weflward, and Beni to 
the caft. The natives are an uncivilized race. 
Thofe vallies that are flieltered from the fand 
produce apples and palm trees, and the moft ex- 
cellent 
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cellent aloes the beft of which is known by the 
name of Socotrine. Their common food is maiz, 
or Indian wheat, tamarinds, and milk. The in- 
habitants are all Jacobite chriftians like the Ethi- 
opians. The men are handfome, and the women 
like the Amazons, go to the wars, and for the 
fake of propagation make ufe of fuch Grangers as 
arrive there. Their cloathing is cloth and fki.ns; 
their habitation caves, and their weapons, ftones 
and flings. They were at this time fubjeft to 
the Arabian king of Caxem. Cunna found here 
a fort of indifferent ftrength, tolerably well man- 
ned and provided. The anfwer of the xeque to his 
meffage, provoked him fo, that he refolved,' not- 
withftanding the danger of the attempt, to afiault 
the place. Alphonfo de Noronha, ambitious of 
the approbation of the king, who had appointed 
him to command that fort if taken, advanced 
with a few but refolute men.* The xeque re- 
ceived him with no great number, but with 
much gallantry, maintaining his ground, and with 
loud menaces threatening deftrudtion to Cunna, 
who thro’ a mingled fhower of ftones and bul- 
lets, approached the fort, and was brifkly re- 
pulfed by the xeque, when Don Alphonfo ft ruck 
him down to the ground with his lance. The 
engagement was obftinate, the Moors endeavour- 
ing to carry off their king, and the Portugueze 
to hinder it, till he with eig,ht of his people were 
killed. And now they fly to the caftle, which 
the enemy fealed the fame inftantj thofe who 
entered opening the gates to the reft. A bloody 
fight began in difpuiing the poffeftion of the in- 
ward fort, thq Moors fighting to the laft man. 
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fo that of eighty, there was bat one left alive, 
befides a blind man found in the bottom of a 
well, who being alked how he came there, 
made anfwer, that the blind faw but one 
thing, the way to liberty, and which even the 
blind covet to poflefs. This plain and honeft an- 
fwer procured him his liberty. The Portugueze 
loft ftx men. The natives who had kept out of 
the way, came with their wives and children to 
thank the Portugueze commander for delivering 
them from the infupportable yoke of thofe infi- 
dels, and what was highly pleating to them, they 
were received under the protection of the Portu- 
gueze monarch. The mofque was changed into 
a church, and many of the people were bap- 
tized. Cunna gave the command of the fort to 
Alphonfo de Noronha, whofe valour had defer ved 
that diftinCtion. One hundred men were ap- 
pointed him for a garrifon. Thus after wintering 
in thofe ports he let fail for India, while Albu- 
querque bent his courfe for the Arabian coaft. 

While thofe things happened at Zocotora, the 
king of Calicut relying on the promifes of looth- 
faycrs and wizards, was arming afrefli againft the 
Portugueze. Thole falfe prophets finding the 
arrival of de Cunna was protracted, allured him 
of fuccefs in that lucky opportunity, becaufe of 
a great change of affairs which was to follow a 
certain earthquake, and an eclipfe of the fun, 
the laft fo remarkable, that the liars appeared for 
a confidcrable time. Thefe were interpreted as 
omens of the deftrudtion of the Portugueze. 
Notwithftanding Don FrJmcifco the viceroy fent 
a iquadron of ten Ihips under his fon Don Lo- 
renzo, 
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irenzo, to protect the trade of the coaft of Mala* 
bar. This power which was unexpected furprized 
the king. 

Gonzalo Vaz, who had remained at Cananor to 
take in water, as he followed the fleet, happening 
to meet a fhip of Cananor which carried a Por- 
tugueze pafs, funk it together with all the Moors 
in it, and thofe, to the end that they might never 
after be feen, he fewed up in a fail. He was brpke 
for this deteftable action, a punifhment too final! 
to expiate fb great cruelty, and the violation of 
the public faith. It was enormities like thefe 
which produced the calamities which afterwards 
hefel the Portugueze in the Eaft. 

Don Lorenzo after making prize of feven 
fhips, moft of the men on board of which were 
destroyed while they endeavoured by fwimming 
to gain the fhore, having leaped into the fea thro’ 
terror of the Portugueze, fet fail for Dabul, 
where anchoring in the mouth of the river, 
•he difcovered the fleet of Calicut, the occafion of 
his voyage. Don Lorenzo was eager to engage, 
notwithstanding the narrownefs of the place, 
but the oppofition of the council obliged him to 
defift. Sailing on four leagues farther, part of 
his fleet purfuing a fail which caft anchor over 
againft a town amidft a great many other veflels ; 
he detached a galley after them, which begun to 
clear the fhore of the Moors' who flocked down 
to it in great multitudes. The noife of the can- 
non reaching the ears of Don Lorenzo, he made 
hafte to join them. At his coming up they had 

already 
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already gained the vefiels in the harbour, and let 
fire to a houfe on the fhore full of rich merchant 
dize. All the fhips in the harbour were burnt, 
only two, which were of Ormuz, were carried 
away laden with riches. Thus returning to Co- 
chin with vidtory and fpoil, he expedted to be 
joyfully welcomed by his father. The father on 
the contrary had refolved to punifh him with the 
utmoft feverity for not fighting the fleet of Cali- 
cut, and was only prevented from it, becaufe it 
appeared that the young commander had been, 
contrary to his own opinion, overfwayed by the 
votes of all the captains. The viceroy immedi- 
ately broke every one of them, and fent them into 
Portugal. This feverity afflidted his fon extremely, 
and was the caufe of his lofing his life with equal 
ralhncfs and valour, while he endeavoured to re- 
ftore himfelfto his father’s efleem. 

The king of Cananor was prompted by the 
king of Calicut to break with the Portugueze* 
he had already defired this rupture, which he 
grounded upon this bottom, that the body of the 
nephew of Mamale, a rich merchant of Malabar, 
was found upon the fliore, and had been one 
of thofe who had been inhumanly lewed up 
in the fail, and lb thrown into the fea. This ac- 
tion was not yet known in Cananor, and the 
blame was laid upon de Brito, whofe pals that 
/hip carried. This perfon who was captain of the 
fort, difeovered their defign, and finding himlelf 
weak, fent notice of his condition to the viceroy. 
Ha immediately left the church, for it was here 
•V- ' ‘ that 
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that the meffage had been delivered him, 
and fet about the relief of Brito. The 
command was given to Don Lorenzo who 
had orders as foon as he came to Cananor to 
obey Lorenzo de Brito the governor of the place. 
Brito infilled that the other, as fon of the viceroy, 
and fo famous an officer, fhould take upon him- 
felf the command. Thus thefe two excellent 
men generoufly difputed which fhould obey the 
other, an uncommon example of moderation ; 
and Lorenzo feeing the other refolved to perfifl 
in that piece of complaifance, left the place, and 
returned alone to Cochin. The befieged forti- 
fied and entrenched themfelves j the fame was 
done by the befiegers, who were twenty thoufund 
ftrong. Abundance of blood was fpilt in de- 
puting a well, the water of which the Portu- 
gueze found ways to make themfelves mailers of 
by mining. After this lofs the Moors retired to 
a wood ot palm trees, in order to prepare engines 
for battering the fort. The governor prepared 
to receive them, and partly with his cannon, 
partly by the fword, he fucceeded fo well, that 
the ditch which they intended to have filled with 
faggots was heaped with dead corles. They 
then retired to the woods, whither Guadalajara a 
Spaniard fallying out upon them in a cold rainy 
night, prefied them with fucli vigour, that the 
enemy were confounded with _ the furprize, and 
knew not where to fave themfelves. 1 hree hun- 
dred were killed in this adtion. The garrifon 
was now reduced to great extremities, thro’ 
fickpefs and famine, occafioned by their magazine 
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of provifions taking fire. All manner of vermirt 
was eaten ; and the fea after a ftorm having left 
abundance of fhell-fifh on the fhore, was what 
alone faved them from utter deftrudtion. Mean- 
time powerful fuccours were fent by the 
Zamorin to the prince of Cananor, who with 
above fifty thoufand men gave the laft affault by 
fea and land at the fame time. They were re- 
ceived with great vigour, and repulfed with in- 
finite lofs, tho’ not one of the Portugueze were 
killed in this adtion. Triflan de Cunna now 
arrived j and the king of Cananor, terrified with 
his coming and the defence made by Brito, fued 
for peace, which was concluded with great 
honour to the Portugueze valour. 

The next attempt of the viceroy was againft 
Panane, a place belonging to the Zamorin. He 
landed his men in boats, and pafiing thro’ 
fhowers of bullets fhot by the Moors who de- 
fended the town with great refolution, entered 
it by ftorm. All the inhabitants were put to the 
fword, the city abandoned to plunder, and af- 
terwards burnt 5 all the fhips in the docks and in 
the harbour were fet on fire, the fpoil which was 
immenfe perifhing alfo in the flames. This 
done, they returned to Cananor. 

Albuquerque now meditated the reducing of 
Ormuz, wherefore he put to fea with feven fhips, 
aboard of which were four hundred and fixty 
fighting men. On his way thither he vifited 
Calayate, where he concluded a peace with the 
governor. Curiate, a town fituated ten leagues 
farther, was ftormed, plundered and burnt. 

Eight 
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Eight leagues beyond that, flood Mafcate, a po- 
pulous place and ftronger than the former, which 
after a gallant refiftance, fhared the fame fate 
with the preceding. Soar yielded without op- 
pofition, agreeing to pay Emanuel the fame tri- 
bute he had formerly paid the king of Ormuz. 
Orfacam was deferted, and while the place was 
abandoned to plunder, he prepared to enter the 
harbour of Ormuz, the reduction of which place 
was the end of this expedition. 

Ormuz Hands in a fmall ifland, called Gerum, 
in the entry of the Perfian gulph,. three leagues 
in circumference, and barren of every thing ex- 
cepting only fait and fulphur. The buildings of this 
city are magnificent ; it is the great emporium of 
all goods brought thither from the Halt, Weft, 
and North ; on which account, tho’ it produce- 
nothing itfelf, it notwithftanding abounds in all 
things, being fupplied from the. province of Mo- 
gaftham, and the iflands Quixome, Lareque, and 
others. About the year twelve hundred and 
feventy-three, Malec Caez, then king, poflefled 
all the country from the ifland Gerum, as far as 
Baharem, his dominions bordering upon thofe of 
the king of Gondunxa, whofe eftates lay in the 
province of Mogaftham. This king obtained of 
Malec the ifland of Gerum as a place of no im- 
portance. After he had fortified himfelf in it, 
he drove his benefadtor out of all his country} 
and tranflating the city of Ormuz, the ancient 
capital, to this ifland, grew fo formidable, as to 
awaken the jealoufy of the king of Perfia who 
prepared to invade hinj. He prevented this evil, 

by 
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by impofihg on himfelf a yearly tribute. Thu* 
this ufurper laid the foundations of the city 
and kingdom of Ormuz, afterwards poffefled by 
his defcendants and others, whole claim was foi: 
the moft part grounded upon violent pofleffion. 
When the Portugueze admiral arrived, Ceyfadim 
a youth of twelve years of age then reigned, but 
was himfelf governed by his Have, a man of great 
craft and courage. This miniftcr, whofename was 
Coye Atar, having heard of the defigns of Albu- 
querque, made preparations for withftanding. 
him, detaining all the fhips in the harbour, and 
hiring troops in all the neighbouring provinces ; 
fo that when Albuquerque came before it, there 
were in the place thirty thoufand fighting men, 
as well Portugueze as Arabians and others; 
among them four thoufand Perfian archers, famed 
for their dexterity in the ufe of that weapon ; 
and four hundred veffels in the harbour, fixty 
whereof were of confidcrable bulk, with two 
thoufand five hundred men. 

Albuquerque entered the port, with that refb- 
lution and magnanimity which was natural to 
him, and came to an anchor between five of 
their greateft fhips. No meffage coming from 
the king, he fent aboard the largefl of the fhips 
which feemed to ride admiral, the captain 
whereof immediately came to wait on him. He 
told this officer that Iris orders were to take the 
king of Ormuz into his protection, and to grant 
him leave to trade in thole feas, provided he con- 
fented to the payment of a moderate tribute: if 
he refuted, iris orders were to make war upon 

him. 
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him. The Moor delivered the meflage to the 
king and his rhinifter, and a perfon was fent to beg 
his excufe for not being fopner waited of, the 
governor promifing to attend him next day in 
order to treat of the fubjedt of his commiflion. 
Frequent meflages were fent, in order to gain 
time to fortify the place, and to receive the iup- 
plies they expedted. Albuquerque, who faw their 
defigns, told the meffenger, that he fhould not 
return excepting with the acceptation of .his 
terms, or the declaration of War. The anfwer 
he brought was, that their city had always been 
accuftomed to receive tribute, not to pay it; at 
the fame time the noife of warlike infhuments, 
and the fhouts that were heard from the walls in 
the night, fhewed that they prepared to engage. 
The fun riling difeovered the fliore, the walls 
and the fh ips covered with men in arms, whilft 
the windows and the tops of the houles were 
filled with people of all ages, and of every fex and 
condition, who fat as fpedtators of what fhould en- 
fue. Albuquerque having fir ft held a council, and 
after giving the ncceffory orders, began to play his 
cannon with great fury, and was anfwercd in the 
fame manner by the enemy. When thefc laft, 
taking advantage of the (moke which now in- 
volved every thing in daiknefs, attempted to 
board the Portugueze, but after doing feme fmall 
damage with the fhowefs of arrows they dif- 
charged, they were forced to retire by the fhot 
of the artillery, which funk many of their boats. 
In a fecond onfet, the cannon did fuch prodi- 
gious execution, that the feas were dyed with 
Vol. II. *Q^ human 
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human blood. And now Albuquerque had funk 
two of the great fhips, and taken a third after a 
gallant defence, forcing the Moors to leap into 
the fea. The other captains had overcome the 
reft of the enemy, and finding that vidtory now 
declared in their favour, they ran along the fhore, 
fetting fire to above thirty veflels, which after 
cutting their cables, were drove blazing upon the 
coaft of Perfia, where they kindled and fo de- 
ftroyed the fhips that lay aground. The terror 
of this adtion ftruck fo great difmay into the mul- 
titude, that they fled to take fhelter in the city, 
when the governor fent to offer all that the Por- 
tugueze general had demanded. Moft of the 
enemy’s veflels, with immerife riches, were either 
funk, burnt, or beat to pieces, feventeen hun- 
dred men were killed, the Portugueze fifhing 
for the dead bodies which floated upon the water, 
on account of the rich ornaments they wore, 
many of which were of beaten gold. Coje Atar, 
the governor, in order to prevent further lofs, 
feemed to content to articles, to which he alfo 
fwore ; thefe were, that the king of Ormuz fub- 
mitted to become the vaflal of Emanuel, agree- 
ing to pay a tribute of fifteen hundred xeraphins 
yearly (a xeraphin is worth about half a crown of 
our money) and promifing to aflign a place on 
which the Portugueze fhould have liberty to build 
a fort. This fortrefs was immediately begun, and 
in a few days confiderably advanced, when 
Atar in order to flop the works, pretended that 
ambafladors were come from Perfia to receive the 
tribute ufualiy paid to that monarch, and defiring 

Albuquerque 
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Albuquerque to give them an anfwer, lince the 
king of Ormuz who was now the vaflal of Ema- 
nuel, was not at liberty to treat with them. 
Albuquerque gueffing the truth of the matter, 
fent back his meflengers with a quantity of 
fpears and bullets, telling him that this was the 
coin in which his mailer Ihould pay the tribute 
of Perfia. Atar had now recourle to other flra- 
tagems, corrupting feveral of the Portugueze fea- 
men who went over to him, by whofe afiiftance 
feveral pieces of cannon were call, and fome of 
his own captains oppoling Albuquerque’s mea- 
fures, all his attempts to feize this city at this 
time failed ; fo that after doing all the damage in 
his power, and after rivers of blood fpilt on the 
fide of the enemy, he failed away for Zoco- 
tora. 

Whilll this happened at Ormuz, Francilco de 
Almeida commanded on the coafl- of Malabar. 
He fent his fon Lorenzo to guard thofe of Ca- 
nanor and Cochin, while he himfelf ran as far 
as Chaul, with eight fail. Chaul is leafed on the 
bank of a river, two leagues from the fea, and is 
one of the moll noted cities on that coaft, both 
for the number of its inhabitants, and for its vaft 
traffic. It is fubjcdt to the Nizamaluco, who 
received Lorenzo with great civility. Here they 
had information that the fultan of Cairo had fent 
but a fleet to oppole the Portugueze in the In- 
dies : that by the way they had attacked Imbo, 
and killed theXeque or king ; that they had done 
the fame at Ioda, where they got vail booty ; 
and had thence proceeded to Diu,* where they 

0^_2 had 
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had orders to join MeliqueAz, who commanded itl 
that place for the king of Cambaya, and both were 
then to fall upon the Portugueze. Whilft they 
doubted of the truth of this information, the 
fleet itfelf appeared. The admiral was then di- 
verting himfelf afhore with his officers, and fee- 
ing a fquadron of large (hips coming down upon 
them, they made hafle on board, giving fuch 
orders as were confiftent with fo great a furprize. 
They were fcarce got to their fhips when the 
enemy entered the harbour, teftifying by the 
greateft marks of joy, the certainty of the victory. 
They advanced to board the Portugueze, Mir* 
Hozem the admiral bearing down upon Loren- 
zo, and pouring in bullets, arrows, granados, and 
other inflammable matter. The Portugueze 
bravely defending himfelf, made him give over 
his fiifl defign, as did all the others, and the 
night approaching, the two fleets fepurated. in 
order to prepare lor the work of the following 
day. 

At day- break the Portugueze admiral gave the 
fignal of battle, endeavouring in his turn to 
board Mir-Hozem. His example was followed 
by all the other fhips, two of which only fuc- 
ceeded : all the men found in the captures were 
put to the fword. The cannon ftill played fu- 
rioufly on both fldes, and Lorenzo feemed to 
have the advantage, when Melique Az, lord of 
Diu, came to the affiftance of Mir-Hozem with 
a great fleet of fmall veflels. Two gallies and 
three caravels were lent out to prevent their ap- 
proach. Th'efe fo effectually performed their 

orders, 
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orders, that Melique Az was obliged to fly. The 
fight continued till night parted them, after which 
a council was held, in which moft of the Portu- 
gueze captains were of opinion, either to abandon 
that enterprize, or at leaft to fail out into the 
open fea, in order to fecure their retreat, or to 
fight with greater advantage. But Lorenzo call- 
ing to mind the refentment of his father the vice- 
roy on a like oceafion, and fearing his retreat 
might rather be afcribcd to fear than to prudence, 
refolutely waited the morning, only making the 
difpofitions necelTary to preferve the fhips of Co- 
chin, which were in great danger. Melique 
imagining that this motion was in order ’to fly, 
broke from his retreat, charging the Portugueze 
with great fury, and undaunted at the lofs of his 
veffels which were torn to pieces by the enemy’s 
artillery : unhappily, Lorenzo’s fhip running foul 
of fome flakes, drove into the bed of the river, 
was in great danger of finking. Lorenzo was la- 
bouring to fave his fhip, when a cannon ball broke 
his thigh : more concerned for the victory than 
his own life, he ordered the fliip’s company to 
fet him up againft the mart, where he flood en- 
couraging his men, when a fecond ball broke his 
back. The body was thrown under deck, and 
the Moors entering after a vigorous refiftance, 
found his fervant expiring dole by the body of 
his mafter, arnidft a number of the enemy 
whom he had killed in defending it. The 
fhip funk immediately after. Of more than one 
hundred which were along with Lorenzo, only 

.Q 3 . nineteen 
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nineteen efcaped, the total lofs of the Portugueze 
amounting to one hundred and forty, and that of 
the enemy to fix hundred. The remains of the 
fleet made fail for Cochin, where they brought 
the viceroy the news of his fon’s death. He is 
faid to have heard the account with wonderful 
refolution, and to have uttered thefe words ; My 
fon could not have ended his days with greater 
glory, than to fall fighting for the honour and 
profperity of his country. 

Whilft the viceroy was ufing all his endeavours 
to learn the particulais of this adtion, a letter 
was brought him from Melique Az, with the in- 
formation he wanted. This man, who was born 
a flave, tho’ of chriftian origin, rofe by degrees 
to that high rank in which he then flood. The 
occafion of his rife was this. A kite flying over 
the king of Cambaya, let fall his ordure upon the 
king’s head, whereat the prince in a paflion faid, 
I would give a great deal to have that bird killed. 
Melique, who was a moft excellent bow-man, 
no fooner heard this expreffion of the king than 
he let fly an arrow, which brought the offender 
to the ground. The bounty of the king for this 
adfion, brought Melique Az to be lord of Diu, a 
moft famous city, the fituation of which, on a 
triangular peninfula, which is joined to the con- 
tinent by a very narrow ifthmus, is the caufe 
why it is commonly reputed an ifland. Melique 
*flrove to fecure himfelf at once with the king of 
>ambaya his benefadtor, and alfo with the Por- 
*ingueze, whofe power he feared, and whom he 
hated on account of the hurt they had done the 

trade 
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trade of Diu. This craft was the reafon of his 
various condudt, in affixing Mir-Hozem, and 
delivering the nineteen Portugueze prifoners to the 
king of Cambaya, at the fame time that he writ 
to the viceroy, pretending to condole the death 
of his fon, extolling his courage, and offering to 
ranfom the prifoners. 

This year, 1 508, fixteen fhips, after joining 
thofe of the foregoing year, arrived in India, 
and gave frefli courage to the Portugueze. 
Thefe brought an order from Emanuel for Al- 
meida to refign the government to Alphonfo de 
Albuquerque. The former, notwithftanding the 
remonftrances of Alphonfo, fufpended the exe- 
cution of this order, alledging that he was al- 
ready engaged in taking revenge of Mir-Hozem 
for the death of his fon, and that he had never 
yet refigned the fword to another to revenge his 
wrongs. After much altercation, in which thefe 
two illuftrious men betrayed a great deal of hu- 
man frailty, Albuquerque left the viceroy, and 
proceeded to Cochin. 

Before this, happened the addons at Ormuz, and 
at Zocotora, at which laft he wintered, having 
lirft by the captures he made, relieved the Por- 
tugueze who were diftrefled by famine. He then 
fet out, tho’ with a fmall power, to attempt Or- 
muz. By the way he refolved to chaftife Calay- 
ate for the injuries they had done the Portugueze, 
This city is feated beyond Cape Siagro, called 
alfo Cape Rofalgat, at the mouth of the Perfian 
gulph. Behind it ftands a mountain, crofs which 
there are very few pa$es, which, open a corn- 
er 4 munication 
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munication with the neighbouring country. One 
of thefe paffes lies dire&ly oppofite to the town, 
and thro’ this moft of the trade of the province 
of Yemen, or as the Arabs term it, Ayaman, is 
carried on. This province is fo called, as fome 
fay, becutde it was inhabited by Name one ofthe 
fons of Lot i or, according to others, from the 
plenty and abundance of this country, which is 
full of populous cities, the foil fruitful, and pof- 
fefies a prodigious traffic. Albuquerque entered 
the place with great {laughter of the inhabitants, 
and after confidcrable lofs, from a furprize of a 
thousand Moors, he fet fire to the place, the 
chief booty found in it being provilions. From 
hence he failed to Ormuz, where he arrived the 
thirteenth of September. The admiral firft fent 
notice to the king and his miuiilcr of his arrival ; 
the anfwcr \va«, that they were ready to pay the 
tribute they had ftipulatcd, but that they never 
would cordLnt to the rearing of a fortrefs, which 
was to tic pri c them of their liberty. Where- 
fore the admiral refoived to befiege the illand a 
fecond time, 01 dering Martin Coello with his ffiip, 
to guard tb.e point Tombaca, whereon were the 
fprings which lupplied it with water. James de 
Melo was polled oppofite to the illand Queix- 
ome, vvhiill the admiral with Francifco de Ta- 
vora ley before the city. From hence he could 
view the giowth of the fort which Atar the 
king’s fivourtc was ere&ing upon the foundation 
' - which he himfelf had laid, employing the artifices 
of the. Portugueze againft themfelv.es. The fuc- 
c f this attempt was as bad as that of the 

former.- 
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former ; fo that the admiral narrowly efcaping 
being killed, returned for India, having taken 
by the way two (hips, one of which carried a 
great quantity of pearl. 

The viceroy having fent Albuquerque to Co* 
chin, and difpatched the trading veffels home- 
wards, fet fail from Cananor on the twelfth day 
of December towards Diu, in purfuit of Mir- 
Hozem. His navy confided of nineteen Ships 
of feveral forts, and carried fixteen hundred men 
as well foldiers as mariners, and of thefe four 
hundred were natives of Malabar. This motion 
of the viceroy gave the alarm to all the powers 
of India, but elpecially to the Zamorin, and to 
Melique Az prince of Diu, who had left nothing 
undone to fecure himfelf againft this danger. The 
viceroy landed his men in the delightful ifland of 
Angcdiva, fet forth in a grave and perfuafive 
fpeech the great actions they had already per- 
formed, as alfo to excite their revenge, what 
lofies they had fuflained by the Turks ; he Shew- 
' ed them, that their duty to God, the caufe of 
chriftianity, the obligations they lay under to 
their king, and to their country, called upon 
them to revenge their lodes, as well as that of 
their general, whofe fon, a youth of fo great hopes, 
had fallen by their hands. So faying, he gave 
orders to make ready to fall upon Dabul, a refo- 
lution unanimously approved-of by all prefent. 

Dabul is one of the mofi: noted cities of all 
that coad, on account of its Situation, its greatnefs, 
and its trade ; it flood on a navigable river two 

. • leagues 
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leagues from the fea, the buildings were magni- 
ficent, and the inhabitants pagans or Moors j 
it lies on the borders of the kingdom of Decan, 
fubjedt to Sabayo the king, for whom the gover- 
nor with a ftrong garrifon then held it. Upon 
the approach of the Portugueze, it was reinforced 
with fix thoufand men, new works were raifed, 
on which was planted a numerous artillery. On 
the 30th of December the Portugueze fleet en- 
tered the harbour : having gained the fliore, they 
attacked the city at three different gates, while the 
Moors, encouraged by the example of their go- 
vernor, made fo brave a refinance, that the dead 
bodies proved a greater bulwark againft their 
enemies, than the living defendants, or works of 
the place. At laft, the Moors gave way, not- 
withftanding all their governor could do to hin- 
der their flight. In this adlion, which lafted about 
five hours, fifteen hundred of the enemy were 
killed, all of them hand to hand, the cannon 
being played on neither fide. The Portugueze 
loft fixteen only. On the morning the viceroy gave 
his foldiers leave to plunder, which was flopt by 
the fudden firing of the town, which in a few 
hours was only a heap of allies. The viceroy 
was the caufe of this conflagration, left the fol- 
diers being taken up with their riches fhould re- 
tard his other defign. The ftiips in the harbour 
had the fame fate. 

The viceroy now fet fail for Diu, where after 
feveral adventures he arrived on the fecond day of 
February. Diu appears high at fea, begirt with 

walls 
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walls and towers, being a ftrong, beautiful, well- 
governed city, its appearance renewing in the 
Portugueze the memory of thofe of their own 
country. Meliquez lord of this place was 
making war againft the Rebufti, about twenty 
leagues off ; having conftant information of the 
motion of the Portugueze fleet, they had fcarce 
come to an anchor, when with wonderful cele- 
rity he flew to its defence. The viceroy after 
confidering the ftrong fituation of the place, 
which was alfo much improved by art, the 
courage and conduct of Meliquez, fupported by 
Mir-Hozem with above two hundred veflels 
well manned, and furnifhed with all forts of ne- 
ceflaries, called a council, in which it was re- 
folved, that Nunno Vas Pereira fhould lead with 
his fhip, aboard of which were one hundred and 
twenty fighting men, moil of them gentlemen 
of known valour. George de Melo was to fe- 
cond him with the like number, who was to be 
followed by Peter Barreto de Magallanes, and he 
by Francis de Tavora, then Garcia de Sou/a, and 
fo the other fhips carrying from twenty-five to 
eighty men each. The night was fpent in pre- 
paring for the dangers of the enfuing day. 

As foon as there was flood enough for the fhips 
to fwim, the admiral gave the fignal for entering 
the port. On a fudden the whole fleet began to 
move with loud fhouts, and found of warlike 
inftruments on both fides. The fhips of Meli- 
quez advanced to hinder the entrance of the Por- 
tugueze, fhowering bullets and arrows which did 

fome 
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fome execution. Notwithftanding, the Portu- 
guese prefling forward, poured their fhot among 
the fhips of the enemy j fome were funk, others 
taken, the reft: at laft betook themfelves to flight. 
Above fifteen hundred of the enemy were killed, 
the Portuguczc lofs amounting to near forty men. 
Of all the fhips, which were full of immenfe 
riches, only four, and two gallies, were preferved, 
the reft were plundered and burnt. The glory of 
thib victory is faid to have been fullied by the cru- 
elti os of the Portuguese, The city was in great 
confternation, left the conquerors fhould aflault 
it, but the weaknefs of the Portugueze, and their 
regard for the king of Cambaya, faved it from 
deftrudlion. The viceroy after having fettled an 
advantageous peace, fet fail for Chaoul, the king 
whereof terrified with the late vidtory became the 
tributary of Portugal. 

At this time happened great divifions between 
the viceroy and Alphonfo de Albuquerque about 
the government of India, the confequence of 
which was, that Albuquerque was fent prifoner 

to Canar.or. 

King Emanuel, informed of the preparations 
made bv the l'ulran of Cairo at Suez, refolved to 
fend a powerful fleet to the Indies. This con- 
fifted of fifteen fail with three thoufand men on 
board, commanded by Ferdinando Coutinno, 
who was invefted with extraordinary powers, 
as if he had forefeen the differences between the 
viceroy and the governor who was appointed to 
fueceed him. Nothing remarkable happened 
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him till he arrived at Cananor, where he fet Al- 
phonfo de Albuquerque at liberty, treating him 
as governor of India. From hence they fet fail 
together for Cochin. After this Almeida fet out 
for Portugal. His return was not anfwerable to 
fo fortunate a command. For landing in the 
bay of Saldagna near the Cape of Good Hope, 
and running to the affiftance of his people who 
had quarelled with the natives, he was fuddenly 
attacked by the blacks with fliarp flakes hardened 
in the fire, fo furioufly, that in a little time fifty 
gentlemen were killed, amongft thofe the viceroy, 
who expired kneeling on the fand, his eyes lifted 
up to heaven, and his throat ftruck thorough 
with one of thofe flakes. Some authors relate 
the misfortunes of Almeida, as the juft punifh- 
ment of l’ome cruelties he had committed. Thus 
died the firft viceroy and governor of India, with- 
out enjoying thofe honours which his conduit 
and virtue had fo juftly merited j and what his 
companions thought the moft piteous circumftance 
of all, abandoned without the rites of a decent 
funeral. 


CHAR 
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CHAP XI. 

Albuquerque enters upon the government of India. 

A Lphonfo dc Albuquerque was now gover- 
nor of all the Indies, his great abilities, and 
the merits of his former fervices, rendering him 
the moft worthy of all others of fuch a com- 
mand. His firft project after his advancement, 
was the deftru&ion of Calicut the metropolis of 
the Zamorin, the ancient and inveterate enemy 
of the Portugueze, a city which had been the 
caufe of infinite lofles to that nation, who could 
not with reafon hope for quiet whilft it flood. 
This defign, which he was to execute in conjunc- 
tion with Fernando Coutinno, was kept very pri- 
vate ; notwithftanding, the Zamorin provided for 
his fecurity, as did all the princes of that coaft, 
whenever the Portugueze were in motion. The 
two chiefs fet out for Cochin with thirty fhips 
and eighteen hundred men, befides fome Mala- 
bars who followed the fleet in hopes of plunder. 
They arrived at Calicut on the fecond of January, 
where after weighing the difficulties of landing, 
it was refolved, that the fquadron of Albuquerque 
fhould be committed to the care of Antonio de 
Noronha his nephew ; that of Coutinno to Ro- 
derigo Rabelo : whilft the two leaders made the 
defeent, Coutinno with eight hundred men and 
fome field pieces, and the governor with the fame- 
number, and befides them fix hundred natives of 
Malabar. Things being thus concerted, the af- 

fault 
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fault is given : the enemy after a vigorous refift- 
ance are forced to yield. The Portugucze co- 
lours are fet up, whilft Albuquerque enters the 
city with fire and fword. Coutinno the other 
leader, rafhly advanced towards the palace of the 
Zamorin, which flood above five leagues from 
the fhore j and fuffering his men to difperfe in 
queft of plunder, the enemy now reinforced fell 
upon them whilft they were all in diforder, and 
loaden with booty, doing prodigious execution. 
Alphonfo did every thing in his power to refcue 
them, and was himfelf very near being deftroyed 
in the attempt. Coutinno was already killed with 
many more in the palace, and feveral on the high 
way whether oppreffed by the multitude, fpent 
with toil and heat, or ft i fled with the duft. 
And now all had perifhed, if James Mendez Vaf- 
concellos and Simon de Andrade, who had been 
left by the governor in the city with a body 
of two thoufand men, had not ftopt the fury of 
the enemy, and obliged them to retire. At laft 
the Portugueze fet fail, having loft eighty men, 
amongft whom were many of note, and whereof 
Coutinno was one. Albuquerque being recovered 
of his wounds, and after difpatching the trading 
fhips homeward bound, failed for Cochin, where 
he made preparations for a third attempt on the 
ifland of Ormuz. Amidft thefe proceedings 
James Lopez de Scqueira was fent upon the dis- 
covery of the iflands of Madagafcar and Malacca. 
In this ifland, which is alfo called St. Laurence, 
he arrived in the port of St. Sebaftian. Whilft 
he coafted along the fhore, by the help of a Por- 
tugueze 
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tugueze interpreter, who had been left in that 
ifland, and fo obliged to learn the language againfi 
his will, he found out a certain king called Dia- 
man, who treated him with civility j but not 
being able to communicate any intelligence with 
refpedt to filver or fpices, the great end of his 
voyage, he failed for India, after a gredt deal of 
trouble attended with no advantage. 

Almeida, who was then viceroy, gave him a 
good reception, finding another fhip to affift him 
in the difcovery of Malacca. At Pedir the king 
fent him prefents, with offers highly advantage- 
ous ; the fame happened at Pacem j in both thofe 
places he eredted croffes. At laft he anchored in 
the port of Malacca, terrifying the coaft with 
the difcharge of his artillery, to that degree 
that the people ran to the fhips in the har- 

t Ujr for fafety. The king having learned that 
i ambaffador was arrived from the king of Por- 
gal with propofals highly advantageous to his 
aty, fent back a meffige concealed in doubtful 
expreffions, as is commonly the cafe with thofe 
who harbour pernicious defigns. The king, per- 
fuaded by certain foreign merchants who were 
apprehenlivc of the fcttlcment of the Portugueze 
to their traffic, had formed a defign to de- 
flroy Lopez. Wherefore, in order to enfnare 
him, he received his ambaffador with extraordi- 
nary courtefy, and promifed to do the chief him- 
felf the honour to dine with him in public. He , 
was accordingly invited, which invitation he ac- 
cepted, when a Perfian woman, fent by one of 
.his people to inform hiip that the king intended 

to 
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to affaflinate him, endeavouring to come aboard 
of his (hip in the night ; but not being admitted 
by the admiral, who imagined this a pretence 
in order to conceal fome love adventure, (he fent 
notice by another, who came in time to fave Lo- 
pez and his fquadron. He therefore excufed 
himfelf from waiting of the king, pretending to 
be indifpofed. Another method was now de- 
vifed, to put their treachery in execution. They 
pretended to make the Portugueze an offer of a 
cargo of fpices, at the fame time they informed 
them, that there was not a quantity fufficient for 
this purpofe at any one place, hoping by this 
contrivance, to be able to opprefs the Portugueze 
fleet whilft they (hould be thus divided, in order 
to take in their loading. The ftratagem fucceeded 
fo far, that thirty men being fent to receive the 
merchandize, a fleet of feveral veiTels flood con- 
cealed behind a point of land, in order to fall 
upon the Portugueze (hips, whilfl the inhabi- 
tants cut to pieces fuch of the Europeans as were 
alhore. Mean while, the fon of Udmuti Raja 
came under pretence of viflting Lopez, but really 
with a defign to murder him, waiting only a fig- 
nal from the town to plunge his dagger into his 
bread, when a feaman, who flood centinel on 
one of the tops, called down to the admiral j trea- 
chery! the villains aflafiinate our companions! 
The rage of Lopez at this fudden flews fo terrified 
the affaflin, who had come to murder him, that 
he and all who were with him leaped into their 
boats, and made off in the greateft confirmation. 
Lopez- did every thing in. human power on (b 
Vox.. II. R fudden 
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fudden an emergency, and having funk many of 
the enemy’s veffcls, and compelled the reft to re- 
tire, he fet fail, fixty of his men being made pri- 
soners, and eight killed. He was afraid to fee 
Albuquerque, fo that without flopping, he pro- 
ceeded alone for Europe. 

C H A P. XII. 

Conqtiefl of Goa. 

A Lbuquerque had now taken all his meafures 
for the reducing of Ormuz, for which 
place he fet out from Cochin about the end of Ja- 
nuary, with feventeen hundred men, aboard of 
twenty-one fhips of different fizes. Coming be- 
fore Onor, he ftop’d for Timoia, a powerful 
man in thofe parts, who Supported his rank by 
piracy, and was defirous of the friendfhip of the 
Portugueze. He came without delay, bringing 
great abundance of provifions. As this perfon 
was well verfed in the affairs of Afia, Albu- 
querque communicated his defign to him. Ti- 
moia diffua ded him from this defign, represent- 
ing, that an attempt upon Goa was much more 
advifeable, a place, which befides that it was al- 
together unprovided, was alfo of infinite greater 
confequence. The new defign was univerfally 
approved of ; and Timoia, the better to deceive 
Goa, gave out, that the twelve fhips he had 
equipped were to accompany the Portugueze to 
Ormuz. . The defire of revenging the injuries of 
his relations tmd neighbours, who had not only 

treated 
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treated him iU, but had alfo difpofiefTed him of 
his fortune, was the caufe of his attachment to 
the Portugueze. They came to an anchor in the 
port of Goa, on the twenty-fifth day of Febru- 
ary. Ticuari is an ifland on the coaft of Canara, 
formed by two mouths of the river Gacim. Its 
length from eaft to weft, three leagues; the 
breadth, one. The face of the country is diver- 
fified with hills and plains, abounding in fprings 
of excellent water, fertile, delightful and healthy. 
On the northern part of it ftands the city of 
Goa, formerly feated on the fouth. The city at 
this time in being, was built by Melique Hozem 
a Moor, about forty years before the arrival of 
the Portugueze. The aera of the foundation of 
the old is unknown. Some remains of chrifti- 
anity feem to countenance the common opinion 
of St. Thomas the apoftle’s preaching in thofe 
parts. 

The firft defeents of the Moors upon India, 
were about the year thirteen hundred, when Sha 
Nofar Adin firft attempted it, coming from the 
North with a great power, and fubduing all the 
gentile nations, as fai as the kingdom of Canara. 
Thence he returned to Delhi, leaving Habed 
Sha to profecute his conquefts, whofe valour and 
Condudt railed him to fuch a height of power as 
to rival his mafter j and Madura.his nephew, pro- 
fecuting thofe beginnings, made himfelf mafter 
of the kingdom of Canara, and calling off his 
allegiance to the king, he called his new domi- 
nion Decan, a name derived from thp various na- 
tions ' which compofed ’the array wherewith he 

II z had 
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had conquered it. Mamud SM left nothing un- 
done to preferve entire this vaft empire ; biit not- 
wi thftandin g all his attention, the governors en- 
trufted with the care of the provinces, found 
means to withdraw them from his obedience, 
and to ered them into fo many fovereignties. 
The greateft of thefe was that of Goa, when the 
Portugueze firft appeared in the Eaft, Sabayo the 
reigning prince, dying about the time of this 
expedition of Albuquerque, Cufo Hidalcan, or 
Kflpho Adel Khan, had now made himfelf 
matter of Goa, and put it into the hands of his 
fon Ifmael. The other princes were, Nifa Ma- 
luco, who poflefled Vifapour, Mudra Maluco, 
Melic Verido, Coja Mozadan, Abexeipaido, and 
Cota Maluco. Of thefe princes, who, excepting 
Nifa Maluco, were all foreigners, three far ex- 
ceeded the others in power and extent of 
dominion ; that is to fay, Nifa Maluco, other- 
wife called Nifam A1 Mulk, and fometimes Ni- 
zam Sha, who, as is faid above, was king of Vi- 
fapour : Cota Maluco, who was monarch of Gol- 
conda, and Adel Sha the prince of Bifnagar. 
Sabayo was a native of Saba a city of Perfia, from 
whenc ehe had his name. Altho’ but of mean ex- 
tradion, yet fo great were his military virtues, 
that his matter the king of Decan gave him the 
city of Kilberga. Thence he extended his con- 
quetts over the idolaters of Bifnagar, and after- 
. wards over the ifland of Goa, lately poflefled 
by the Moors of Onor, Melique Hozem then 
lord of it being killed in its defence. The con- 
queft of this ifland witli its dependencies, ren- 

dered 
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dered the new conqueror of it the mod powerful 
of all thole princes ; againft whom he maintained 
himfelf while he lived: but the death of this 
prince produced great alterations. 

Albuquerque fent his nephew Antonio de No- 
ronha, to found the river on whole bank Goa is 
feated, and together with him Timoia, whofe fleet 
and army, as we have already narrated, afliftedAl- 
buquerque on this occaflon. As they advanced 
they found themfelves Hopped by a fort well fur- 
nilhed with cannon, and defended by a garrilon 
of four hundred men, commanded byYazu Goiji, 
a Turk of diftinguillied abilities and valour. They 
llormed it, took, entered it ; the governor flying 
to the city. Timoia took another bulwark with 
thirty men. Next day Albuquerque entered the 
river to alfault the town. He was met on his 
way by Mir Ali and other principal perfons of 
the place, who offered to furfender it on condi- 
tion* that their lives, liberties and eftates were 
prelerved to them. This unexpected fuccefs was 
the effedl of the reports which Yazu the gover- 
nor of the outworks had made of the Portugueze 
valour, and to the religious belief of a certain 
prophecy uttered fome time before by one of the 
Joghi’s or religious of that country. This vifionary 
had declared, that not long after the city of Goa 
fhould become lubjedt to Grangers. Albuquerque 
was received at his landing with'fupremc honours, 
he was mounted on a horfe 'of fCirprifing beauty, 
and fupcrbly caparifoned. At the gate he was 
fnefented with the keys of that metropolis, and 
preceded in this triumph to the feat *of the kings, 

R 3 from 
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from hence difpatching embaffies to fovereign 
princes all around. The towns depending upon 
Goa immediately made their fubmiflion to the 
conqueror 

The Moors could not think of parting fo 
eafily with fuch a city as Goa, and repentance 
overtook, them foon after. They revolted. If- 
mael Hidalcan, or Adel Khan, thefe laft words 
fignifying the king of juftice, a common title of 
thofe princes, returned at the fame time with 
a great power. Camalcam, or Kamel Khan, his 
general, was fent bef r j with fitteen hundred horfe 
and eight thoufand foot. Albuquerque after 
putting to death the authors of the revolt, pre- 
pared for his defence. Kamel Khan entered the 
illand, tho’ with lofs, and encamped about the 
city whither all the Portugueze had retired. The 
place is cannonaded with good effedt. Albu- 
querque on the other hand, is every where, over- 
fees, provides, encourages the men, never refts, 
omits nothing, and is in every thing a great 
commander. Now Adel Khan arrives with a 
power of fixty thoufand foldiers, whereof five 
thoufand were horfe. The Portugueze, who faw 
nothing but danger on all fides, without any hope 
of fuccefs, rcfolved to yield to the times and to 
abaqSon the city in the night, which was exe- 
cuted with infliii e hazard, Adel Khan having 
begun to cut off their retreat to their fhips. 
Albuquerque had his horfe killed under him, 
^having made good his retreat without lofs, aftei: 
a fiege which had lafted twenty days. 

Albuquerque had quitted Goa with regret. 

The 
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The very lame year ftrengthened by fuccours 
from Europe, he left Cananor with twenty* 
three Ihips and fifteen hundred fighting men. 
On the twenty-fecond of November he anchored 
a fecond time before that city, and at day-break 
afiaulted it with great daughter, the Portuguese 
entering with the flying enemy. Numbers are 
cut to pieces in the ftreets. The fight is re- 
newed with fury at the palace. The Moors 
make a ftand ; the fortune of the fight changing 
to the fide of the Moors, the Portuguese are 
in their turn in great danger, when Albuquerque, 
whofe prefence threw the enemy into confufion, 
reftores fuccefs to the Europeans, The Moors 
turn their backs and fly ; terror and confufion 
purfue them to the river, where hurrying from 
the fwords of their enemies, they perifh miferably 
in the river. Of nine thoufand who defended 
the place, fix thoufand were dfowned or cut to 
pieces j and of the Portugueze were killed no 
more than fifty. The booty of horfes, artillery, 
provifions, and fhips, was ineftimable. No Moor 
was left alive on the ifland : but the native gen- 
tiles were reftored to their farms, and the govern- 
ment of this people given to Timoia, who came 
not till after the city was taken. After this prof- 
perous fuccefs, ambafladors were fent by the 
princes of Malabar to congratulate Albuquerque, 
who after laying the foundation's of a fort, called 
from the king Emanuel, coined filver and cop- 
per money j and thus railing the ciedit of his 
nation, and fpreading their glory over all the 
Baft,- he eftablilhed Goa, the retreat and bul- 
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wark of the Portugueze in India. After leaving a 
garrifon in the city, confifting of fourteen hundred 
Portugueze, and five thoufand gentiles for the 
defence of the country, under the command of 
the nephew of the king of Onor, he departed for 
Cochin j where under pretence of going againft 
the city of Aden in Arabia, he prepared for the 
conqueft of Malacca. 


CHAP. XIII. 

The Conqueft of Malacca. 

T H E conqueft of Goa, however important, 
did not fatisfy the ambition of this com- 
mander, always defirous to extend his own repu- 
tation by adding’to the dominions of his fovereign. 
The fituation and trade of Malacca rendered it 
the next worthy objedt of his attention. This 
city is fituated on a promontory, commonly 
known by the name of Aurea Cherfonefus, or 
the Golden peninfula, near the middle of that 
frith or channel which divides the ifland of Su- 
matra from the continent of India beyond the 
Ganges. It Hands fomewhat more than two 
degrees to the northern fide of the equinodtial 
circle, ftretching along the fhorc fomething in 
the manner of Lifbon. It forms a plcafing prof- 
pedt from the fen. A river divides it into two 
patj^which communicate one with another by 
a j #nage laid over it. The buildings were of 
wood, except the royal palace and the mofque or 

temple 
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temple of the Mohammedans, which were of 
ftone. It was anciently well fortified with 
works. The port was conftantly thronged with 
fliips from the neighbouring countries, of which 
it was the mart and ftaple. Its firft founders 
were the Selates, a people who lived for the 
moft part by fifhing. Thefe joined themfelves 
to the Malays, who before inhabited the moun- 
tains. They were conducted by one Parifamora, 
to whom they had voluntarily fubmitted. This 
man had occupied no inconfiderable rank in the 
ifland of Java ; but being drove out by a tyrant 
who had ufurped his lordfhip, he fled to Sinca- 
pura, and was ho/pitably entertained by the king. 
Rebelling againft his hoft, he was again expelled 
by the king of Siam, and fo forced to wander 
about Malacca, juftly punifhed for his ingratitude. 
Having increafed the new colony, he gave it the 
name of his own fortune ; for Malacca, in the 
Malayan language, fignifies a banifhed man. The 
firft king of Malacca, was Xaque Darxa, or as we 
fpell it Shaque Darfhah, according to many authors 
Raal Sabu, fon of Parifamora, fubje£t however 
to that king of Siam from whom his fucceffors 
revolted. The country of Malacca is fubjedt to 
inundations, is covered with thick impenetrable 
woods, and is infefted with hurtful and danger- 
ous creatures, chiefly tygers, for fear of which 
the inhabitants often pafs their nights on the 
tops of the higheft trees, becaufe on the lower 
ones they had not been fafe fiom the reach of 
thofe voracious animals. The men are bold, the 
women lafeivous. This being the centre of the 

commerce 
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commecice of the Eaft and Weft, renders it both 
rich and populous. 

Mohammed reigned in Malacca when the Por- 
tuguese admiral arrived. He had been attacked 
by the army of the king of Siam, moft whereof 
had peri/bed in the attempt, fome by fundry ac- 
cidents, and fome by the treachery of Mohammed, 
to Diego Lopez de Scqueira. Mohammed ftung 
■with his own confcience, which reproached him 
with the bafenefs he had been guilty of, and out of 
dread of Albuquerque and his Europeans, fought 
the aftiftance of the king of Pahan. This prince, 
moved with a danger which threatened all thofe 
monarchs equally, joined Mohammed with a 
great power. The united army confifted of 
thirty thoufand men, and, if we can believe au- 
thors, eight thoufand pieces of cannon. Albu- 
querque left Cochin for Malacca, with nineteen 
ftrong (hips and fourteen hundred fighting men, 
whereof eight hundred were natives of Portugal, 
the reft Malabars. Before Ceylon he took five 
ftlips 4 belonging to the Moors. As foon as he 
came upon the coaft of Sumatra, he was vifited 
by fome Moors fent by the kings of Padir and 
Pazem. One thing remarkable in this expedi- 
tion was this : Nehoada Bcghea, a man who had 
been a principal author in the perfidy at Malacca, 
was taken on their pafiage, and tho’ pierced with 
feveral mortal wounds, what was wonderful to 
fee, not one drop of blood iffued from his body, 
tjill a bracelet which he wore about his arm be- 
ing taken off, the blood all of a fudden ftreamed 
plentifully from his wounds. The Indians who 

knew 
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knew the caufc of this aftonifhment, told the 
Portugueze, that the ornament that had caufed 
this furprifing accident was made of the bone of 
an animal which breeds in the iflaud of Java. 
This was efteemed a precious booty, and was 
prefented to the admiral as to the mod; worthy. 
The day after they overtook a fhip in which 
were three hundred Moors j and fuch was their 
intrepidity and gallantry, that in vain did the 
Portugueze attempt to take her, till Albuquer- 
que himfelf engaged her, and after a long re- 
finance in which he had not been free from 
danger, obliged her to furrender. 

On the fir ft day of July, Albuquerque caft 
anchor in the port of Malacca, the thunder of 
his cannon, and the found of warlike inftru- 
ments, terrifying the Chore, which was crowded 
with multitudes of people of all ages and fexes. 
Next day came forth a Moor of a mujeftic ap- 
pearance, to tell the chief on the part of the 
king, that, if he came for merchandize, he had 
only to lay his commands upon him, that 
what he wanted waited for him. Albuquerque 
received their meffenger with his ufual pomp, 
and with diftinguifhed courtefy. He bid him, 
from him, tell his king, that the merchandize 
he fought for, was the liberty of thofe chriftians 
whom Sequeira had left behind him } this done, 
he would let the king know his further requefts. 
This demand made with fo much authority, ter- 
rified the infidels. The general opinion was, 
that the danger of fuch enemies was to be re- 
moved at any expence; to render *up the chri- 
ftians. 
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ilians, and a prefent of money added to win their 
favour. This was prevented by Aiadin, or Alad- 
din, and the king of Pahan, the king’s brother-in- 
law. Albuquerque diflatisfied at this delay, be- 
gan to fet fire to the city, when the king to ap- 
peafe his anger reflored the captives, and fent 
to defire a peace upon certain conditions. The 
anfwer was, that peace was granted him, pro- 
vided the general of the Europeans was fuffered 
to build a fort where he judged proper ; that the 
king fhould defray the expence of his expedition 
againfl him, as alfo that of Sequeira; that his 
anfwer muft be immediate, peace or war ; that 
if he thought the terms hard, he fhould reflect 
on his own bafenefs and perfidy which were the 
caufe of them, and of all the evils that had hap- 
pened. 

The king wifhed to put an end to the miferies 
of war, but was oppofed by his own fon, and by 
his brother-in-law. Wherefore Albuquerque re- 
folved to proceed to hofiilities. Accordingly he 
landed his men, and the war began with prodigious 
fury on both fides. The fiercefl encounter was 
about the bridge, which the Europeans ftruggled 
hard to gain, the prince and king of Pahan de- 
fending it with inflexible refolution. To aug- 
ment the terror of the day, king Mohammed 
himfelf came up, mounted on an elephant of a 
terrifying bulk, with two others carrying caflles, 
whence flew fhowers of darts, arrows, and other 
miflive weapons poifoned in the gore of venomous 
animals. All this however did not daunt the 
courage c; the Europeans. At laft thofe.vaft 
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ariimals flung with the (hot of the chriftians, 
turned their backs and fled, trampling and crufli- 
ing to pieces their own people, and thus the bridge 
was abandoned to the conquerors, who made 
way for the reft of their men to join them. 
Albuquerque immediately feized the fort, and 
fortified himfelf in it : but night coming on, he 
retired to the {hips in order to repair the bodies 
of his foldiers who were faint thro’ heat and want 
of food, ten of whom expired of the wounds 
they had received by poifoncd arrows. The ene- 
my’s lofs was not acknowledged. The king of 
Pahan, the kindler of this flame, went away- on 
pretence of bringing a recruit, but never more re- 
turned. Mean time Mohammed redoubles his 
afiiduity, undermines the ftreets, and by a ftra- 
tagem unknown in our hemifphere, covers the 
ways with poifoned thorns, thus providing with 
incredible induftry to fecure the paflage of the 
bridge : which Albuquerque perceiving, fent 
Antonio de Abreu with a veflel ftrongly manned 
to gain this important port. Antonio palled amidft 
{howers of bullets, and that he might not be 
faid to abandon it, would not fuffer himfelf to 
be brought off tho' defperately wounded. Pre- 
parations of wildfire and other inflammable mat- 
ter were fent down the river to burn his veflel. 
This was prevented by the general, who made 
himfelf matter of the bridge, entering the city 
thro’ a mingled ftorm of bullets, arrows, darts, and 
other mortal miflives. He then advanced to the 
mofque, which he alfo gained, carefully avoiding 
the mines with which tile broad flreet was quite 

hollowed 
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hollowed below: and thus at laft with vaft 
llaughter of the enemy, he got poffeffion of the 
city with no more than a handful of foldiers. 
Every thing was abandoned to the fword and to 
pillage ; the Moors were all cut in pieces and 
exterminated. Three thoufand pieces of great 
cannon were found out of eight thoufand which 
were in the place ; the reft were carried to Bin- 
tang, where Mohammed and prince Aladdin had 
fortified themfelves: hither Albuquerque pur- 
fued them, put the prince to flight, and took 
feven elephants, whofe trappings were immenfely 
rich. Mohammed efcaped to the woods, wander- 
ing from place to place, with his fon, whom he 
continually reproached with having caufed all 
his miferies by his obftinacy. They afterwards 
fell at variance and fcparated. Albuquerque loft 
no time, built a fort, peopled the city with 
ftrangers whom he invited thither, moftly Ma- 
layans, rears a church for divine worfhip, coins 
money of different fpecies, fome whereof he 
threw among the people in order to render his 
government the more agreeable to the new inha- 
bitants j thus by nis prudence and winning be- 
haviour confirming this new but important con- 
queft. Albuquerque had out of political views 
entrufted the government of the Moors in the 
city to Utimuti Raja : but deleting him in a 
confpiracy with the enemies of the Portugueze, 
he had him appiehended with his fon and fon- 
in-law, and they were executed on the fame 
fcaffold they had built for the murder of Se- 
queira. This was the firft ad of this fort done 

by. 
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by the Portugueze in the Indies. Two other 
princes likewife attempted to feize the city of 
Malacca j but with like bad fuccefs. The king 
of Siam overjoyed to fee his quarrel lb well re- 
venged, fent to teftify his fatisfa&ion. The go- 
vernor fent alfo ambaffadors in his turn to Siam 
and to Pegu, with fome perfons to difcover the 
illands of Molucca and Banda. Then leaving a 
garrifon in the fort, and a fquadron to guard the 
leas, he returned towards Cochin. His paflage 
was remarkable for a prodigious ftorm, in which 
a great part of his fleet with all his riches pe- 
riihed, he himfelf narrowly efcaping. Whilft 
Albuquerque had been employed in this expe- 
dition, Coa was befieged by an army of the 
followers of Adel Khan, to the number of twenty 
thoufand, who had been encouraged by fome 
natives within the place ; but the viceroy ax living 
at the lame time, the liege was raifed. The king 
of Calicut fued for peace, and gave liberty to 
build a fort. The fame of thefe conquefts 
fpread all over the eaftern world. Ambafladors 
were fent from many princes of the country, and 
amongft others an ambaflador from Preller John, 
deliring to be fent into the kingdom of Por- 
tugal. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Other expeditions of the great Albuquerque. He 
Jubducs Ormuz. His death and character. 

T H E next attempt was againft Aden. In 
the beginning of the year one thoufand 
- five bundled and thiiteen, Albuquerque fet out 
for the conqucft of this city, with twenty fhips, 
aboaxd of which were feventeen hundred Portu- 
gueze, and bcfides, eight hundred Indians of 
the countries of Canai in and Malabar. 

Aden Hands on the coaft of Arabia, furnamed 
the Happy, near the place where the Rcd-fea is 
joined to the ocean. Over it appears the moun- 
tain Arziza, all a barren rock, divided into many 
cliffs. The profpedt from the fea is very beau- 
tiful, and it has the look of a place of great 
flrength. It is rich, and famous for the re- 
fort of many nations. Water is very fcarce, 
for which they depend on the heavens, which 
do not lupply them above once in three years. 

< Hence it is void oi all tiees, plants, or orchards, 
the delight and ornament of other towns. 

They attempted to icale the walls ; but after 
four days trial, with gieat dilappointments, and 
fomelol's, they were obliged to abandon their enter- 
prife, after taking a bulwark which guarded the 
J*prt with thirty-nine pieces of great cannon, and 
burning the fhips which had firft been plundered. 

rom hence they failed for the Rcd-fea, which 
feetofore had never felt the weight of a Portu- 

gueze 
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gueze vcffcl. Four (hips were taken at the 
ifland Camaran, where the ftormy feafon 
overtaking them they were obliged to winter. 
They departed in July, and appeared before Aden 
a fecond time, which being ftrengthened with 
new works, they abandoned that defign, and 
foiled for Diu, where they had liberty to build a 
fort. 

Malacca was in great danger of being reduced 
by Pati Quiter, but after all his endeavours, he was 
obliged to efcape to Java his native country. 
From this ifland, Pati Unuz, lord of the city of 
Japara, and afterwards king of Sunda, invaded 
Malacca with a great fleet and a powerful army. 
His navy confifted of lixteen fhips, fome whereof 
Were equal in fize to galleons, the land force 
amounting to twelve thoufand fighting men. He 
had been feven years preparing for this defcent, 
keeping a conftant and fecret' correfpondence 
with the Javanefe in that city. Fernando Perez 
made head againfl him with feventeen (hips, 
three hundred and fifty Portugueze, and fome 
Indians. Two bloody encounters enliied, in the 
laft of which Unuz was put to flight, faving 
himfelf in his largeft fhip with an infinite treafure. 
The Javans henceforth were for ever baniihed 
the place. Soon after Mahommed the late king 
attempted to reduce his ancient government j Lut 
when he was on the point of fuccfeeding, his good 
fortune abandoned him, and he failed of his 
aim. 

Albuquerque now revolved the conqueft of 
Ormtiz. He fet out with a fleet of twenty-feveo 
Vol. TT. S fail, 
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fell, wherein were fifteen hundred Portuguese 
foldiers, tind fix hundred Indians of Malabar and 
Canarih. As foon as he caft anchor, he was vi- 
lified by perfons from the king* who brought 
him prefents. Albuquerque demanded to be put 
in pofleffion of the fort he had begun to build 
there, and required that the inftrument by which 
the king Sayf- Addin had convey’d the fovereignty 
of that country, fhould be tranfmitted him by 
the hands of fome of the chiefs of the country. 
He foon obtained what thro’ weaknefs they dared 
not refufe. All his demands were granted, the 
governor Reis Nfir- Addin with his nephew ra- 
tifying the whole in perfon. They returned en- 
riched with the prefents they had received from 
the general, befides a collar of maffy gold which 
wa6 for the king. Albuquerque haftened the 
building the fort, and while the work was carry- 
ing on, that he might leave the natives no power 
of difturbing his government, he fell upon the 
following ftratagem. He pretended that a great 
fleet was coming againft him from Egypt, and 
defired them to lend him the cannon of the 
place for their common defence. They endea- 
voured by all forts of perfuafions to prevent the 
laft blow to their liberties, but in vain. Albu- 
querque would not be refilled. The artillery was 
delivered, and thus Ormuz was entirel yfubdued 
to the power of the Portugueze. While Albu- 
querque was bulled in confirming his new con- 
quefls, ambafiadors arrived from Perfia,. whither 
jtfypme of his vi&ories had reached. He was 
|Wof an alliance which might ftrengthen the 
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chriftians, by occupying the Mahommedans in 
the Indies. He therefore received them with 
open arms, made them rich prelents, and to put 
them into a condition to withftand the Turks, 
whofe artillery was dreadful to them, he added a 
number of brafs cannon and other engines of war 
for the monarch, with men fkilled in the ma- 
nagement of them. Thus by thefe and other 
fuch prudent meafures, this great man extended 
and eftablifhed the power of the Portugueze na- 
tion in the Eaft. Don Alphonfo returned into 
India, where he died on the 16th of December 
one thoufand five hundred and fifteen, after 
having lived fixty-three years. Some hiftorians 
Write, that the news of a fucceffor being font into 
the Indies haftened his fate. His fame ftill 
fiourifhes in the Eaft, where he is known by the 
name of Albuquerque Malandy, from Melinda 
a city of Africa, which had thd honour to give 
him birth j but amongft the Portugueze and 
other European nations, he is ftiled the great 
Albuquerque. Thus died the greateft ftatefinan, 
the moft confummate general, and the beft ci- 
tizen of all the Portugueze commanders that 
ever failed the Eaftern ocean: and thus was 
eftablifhed the glory and power of that nation in 
the Indies, which was firft fet in motion by the 
fiery impetuofity of Pacheco j was then formed 
and extended by the courage and fteadinefs of 
Almeida and his brave fon j and laftly, by the 
prodigious abilities of the great Albuquerque, 
was brought to that ftate of glory and nubility, 
that k filled all the Eaft«wkh terror and aftonHh- 

S o ment. 
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tnent. A lafting and bright example fet by the 
monarch, grandees, and people of Portugal, to 
all die nations of Europe addicted to commerce 
and maritime affairs, and efpecially to that of 
Great Britain, whofe glory at fea eclipfes that of 
all the nations that now, or perhaps ever did cxift! 
After adding Ormuz, Goa, and Malacca to 
die dominions of Portugal, this great general, 
whofe exploits I have related as fully as the na- 
ture of my deiign would permit, had formed 
the plan of two projects, which muft have ftill 
added to his fame ; the firft was, to ruin the 
trade of the Turks in the Indies, and the com- 
merce of Alexandria, by turning the courfe of 
the Nile from Egypt into the Red-fea. The 
fecond was by a defeent on Arabia, from the 
ifland of Ormuz, to plunder the tomb and de- 
ftroy the relicks of Mohammed, and fb to hin- 
der that concourfe of thofe nations who are ad- 
dicted to that fuperftition, which brought an in- 
finite trade in Indian commodities into this 
kingdom. 


C H A P. XV. 

Lope Soarcz de Albergaria governor , of the 

Indies. 

j\ LBUQIJERQUE left the Portuguezc 
/\ power in Afia at its height, which from 
henceforward declined daily, they being after- 
wards employed rather jn defending than en- 
larging 
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larging their conquefts. Hitherto the governors 
and officers had been led by principles of honour 
and love for the profperity of their country, but af- 
terwards, men being advanced to the chief com- 
mand more out of an idle and pernicious rcfpe£t 
to their birth, than to real and folid merit, inftead 
of leaders, they became merchants, fiicrificing 
all their concern for the public to tne mean 
fearch after riches, in order to fupport the falfe 
pageantry of their rank and families at home. 

The new chief Lope Soarez de Albergaria 
found every thing at his acceffion to the govern- 
ment in the moil admirable order. The Indian 
nations were in a ftate of profound tranquillity, 
and the army in a condition to execute the 
higheft defigns. The fleet he brought along 
with him confided of thirteen Ihips, with 
fifteen hundred chofen Portugueze aboard, many 
of them gentlemen by birth, and moll of them 
fuch by their actions. His firll expedition was 
againft the Egyptian fleet in the Red-lea. He 
let out with twenty- feven Ihips of all dimenlions, 
and an army confining of twelve hundred Euro- 
peans, and fixteen hundred Malabars. Arriving 
at Aden in Arabia, he was offered the keys of 
the city, but he neglected to take pofiefiion of 
it, putting it off till he (hould return from the 
purfuit of the Egyptians, who had been driven 
by tempelluous weather as high as Jodda or 
Jidda, a city of fome llrength on the coall of 
Arabia the Happy. 

The event of this expedition was, that the 
Portugueze, after differing equally by famine 
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and their enemies, abandoned their defign, and 
appearing before Zeila, a city feated on the 
mouth of the Red-fea, on the African fhore, 
which was not provided for fuch a vifit, the 
place was carried without oppolition, and burnt 
doWn to the ground. This was then the chief 
mart in thofe parts. From hence the fleet bent 
its courfe for Aden. The governor repenting of his 
former eafinefs and condefcenfion, eluded the pro- 
mife he had made to deliver the place to the Portu- 
gueze general, by feigned delays. Soarez find- 
ing the walls rebuilt, and the city in a condition 
of defence, retired. He next fleered for Bar- 
bora, intending to deflroy this city as he had 
before done Zeila : but a florm which overtook 
him fcattered his fleet, and drowned eight hun- 
dred of his men. He therefore deferred his 
attempt till the year following, when the place 
was without oppolition taken, pillaged, and 
burnt to afhes. 

The Turks had now conquered Egypt, and 
made themfelves maflers of the Red-fea, fo that 
henceforth the coafts of Egypt and Arabia 
were fecured by new flrong holds. 

The diforder which reigned at Goa brought on 
a fiege, which had but a fmall continuance ; and 
the imprudent government of George de Brito, 
who commanded at Malacca, occafioned the like 
difafter in that place. His tyranny drove the mha- 
jH^tfnts to defpair, and they abandoned the city : at 
ne fame time the late king came with a confidera- 
'rfl^ttree to recover his ancient fqepter j and there 
had been an end of the Portugueze power, had 

not 
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not Alexis de Menezes come to its relief wiDh 
three hundred Portuguese. His arrival fruftrated 
the proje&s of the king, and fecured Malacca to 
the Portuguese. It was peopled anew with 8i- 
amefe, fent thither at the requeft of Menezes, by 
the king of their country. Lope Soarez now 
prepared to fail for Ceylon. 

This ifland, which the ancient inhabitants term 
Il’anare, and the Arabians and Persians, Serandib, 
or Selandiu, that is to fay, the ifland of Selan, is 
fltuated over againft that promontory which forms 
the fouthern point of the hither peninfula of In- 
dia, commonly known by the name of .Cape 
Comorin, to which it is faid by ancient tradition 
to have been joined of old, and from which it is 
divided by a channel fixteen leagues over. This 
ifland contains nine kingdoms j Colombo, fltuated 
to the weft j Gale, which lies in the fouthern 
parts ; and between thefe are found Iaula, Tana- 
vaka, Cande, Batccalon, Vilafem, Triquinamale, 
and Japhanapatam. The prince of Colombo 
had formerly fought the friendfhip of the Portu- 
gueze, with whom he had fettled a trade, and 
provided them with cinnamon, ever fince the 
time of Albuquerque. Soarez intended to com- 
pel the king to pay tribute, and to grant liberty 
to build a fort, purfuant to the orders of king 
Emanuel. He weighed anchor (1517) with a 
fleet of feventeen /hips of all dimenfions, aboard 
of which were feven hundred foldiers, all Euro- 
peans. The king was aflifted by the Moors. An 
engagement enfued, the Hlanders and Moors are 
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put to flight, and the king confents to become 
the fubjeft of. Portugal. The conditions were, 
that he (hould pay yearly to that crown, twelve 
hundred quintals of cinnamon, twelve rings of 
rubies and faphires, and fix elephants, commo- 
dities in which Ceylon remarkably abounds. The 
king of Pam, a country in the neighbourhood of 
Malacca, followed the example of him of Co- 
lombo, and voluntarily yielded himfelf a tribu- 
tary to the Portugueze monarch, in token where- 
of he confented to pay him yearly a cup of gold. 
John de Silveira about this time fettled a factory 
in the Maidive iilands. 

Duarte Coello, another of the chiefs of Eu- 
rope, concluded a peace with the king of Siam, 
next to thofc of China and Bifnagar, the greatefi 
prince in all the Indies. Fernan Perez de An- 
drada, after many difficulties which lay in the 
way of that undertaking, arrived at Quanton ot 
Canton in China j he eftablifhed a trade to that 
coaft, and returned to Malacca, loaden with 
riches. He failed from this city in company with 
Edward de Menezes for the port of Cochin. The 
king of Bin-tang, tho’ he had juft before con- 
cluded a treaty of peace, waited the abfence of 
the Portugueze chiefs, in order to fall upon the 
city unprovided. The garrifon confifted of no 
more than two hundred European foldiers, # In 
this condition the king of Bin- tang came againft 
it, with a land army of fifteen hundred- men, a 
great number of elephants, and a navy of fixty 
/hips. After a fiege of twenty days continuance, 
is • . in 
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In which lie had fuftained confiderable lofs, he 
withdrew his forces, intending to intercept the 
provifions of the garrifon, and force it thro’ fa- 
mine to furrender. But feeing Garcia de Sa 
ftrengthen the place with an addition of fixty 
men, he abandoned the attempt. ’ 

The following year arrived Antonio Correa 
from Martaban, where he had concluded a treaty 
with the king of Pegu, which was folemnly ra- 
tified in the prefence of the priefts of both na* 
tions. The conditions were drawn up in the 
golden mine, a cuftom always obferved by thofe 
nations. After thefe were read over, the gentile 
prieft began to look , upon a book j and taking up 
fome paper of a yellow tindt, a colour facred to 
divine rites, he threw it into the flames, together 
with aromatic flames of a grateful fcent, on 
which certain myftic characters were infcribed. 
Then taking the king’s minifter by the hands, 
held them over the allies, at the fame time 
repeating fome words which were deemed 
to render the oath facred and inviolable. The 


metropolis of this kingdom is Bagou, or Pegu, as 
we commonly but corruptly call it. On the 
weft of it is the bay of Bengala ; on the eaft, the 
kingdom of Siam; on the fouth, that' of Ma- 
lacca *, and on the north, that of Arracam. The 


length and breadth are in many places nearly the 
fame, that is to la y, almoft a' hundred leagues 
every way, without including its conquefts. The 
country is level, well watered, and fertile, as well 
in grain as in cattle, Its numerous temples are 

< * crowded 
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crowded with multitudes of idolatrous divinities, 
wor (biped with vaft variety of ceremonies by the 
fbperftitious inhabitants. Sodomy is a vice to 
which this nation is univerfally addicted. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Government and aSiions of James Lopez de 

Sequeira. 

D IEGO, or James Lopez de Sequeira, fuc- 
ceeded Soarez in the government of India. 
He fet fail from Goa for the Red-fea, with a fleet 
of twenty-four fail, aboard of which were 
eighteen hundred Portugueze, and almoft an 
equal number of Malabars and Canarans. This 
expedition was intended againft the ifland of 
Ma$ua, the inhabitants whereof fled at his ap- 
proach. They took fan&uary at Arquico, a city 
of Abyflinia or Abaflia, the empire of Prefbyter 
John, whole ambaflador Sequeira then had on 
board. This gave occafion to the confirmation 
of the treaty between the two monarchs. For 
the governor of the place, under whole protection 
the inhabitants of Macua had put themfelvcs, 
font a meffenger to James Lopez. He told him 
that the profeflors of the fame faith, for that 
people were alfo chriflians, ought rather to add 
vigor to the chriftian religion in the Eaft by 
a firm peace between them, inftead of perfe- 
cting each other with injuries like enemies; 
that a prophecy which had foretold the ar- 
rival of foreign chriflians to fettle a correfpon- 

dence 
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dcrice with them, persuaded him that the Por- 
tugueze whole colours he then law difplayed, 
tyere the very nation who were to fulfil it. The 
governor returning a favourable anfwer, Hood in to 
the Ihore, when fome of the chriftian inhabitants 
coming on board, found the ambaffador of their 
prince, who was about to land in his way to his 
mailer. They embraced him with great refpeft 
and joy, and he no lefs rejoiced to be reftored to 
his native country after an abfence of ten years 
continuance. 

The kingdom now difeovered by the Portu- 
gueze, is moll commonly known by the impro- 
per appellation of the kingdom or empire of 
Preller John : the true name of it being the king-* 
dom of Abaffia, or the empire of the higher 
Ethiopia. It derived this name from a great 
prince, called Jovarus, corruptly Preller John, 
defeended from the chrillians of Tartary, and 
who was dillinguilhed by the crofs which he 
carried in his hand, as well as by the title of de- 
fender of the faith. His dominions lie between 
the rivers Nile, Allabora, and Aftapus. On the 
eallern fide they run for the fpace of one hun- 
dred and twenty leagues along the Ihore of the 
Red-fea, this being the Ihortell boundary of this 
empire, its circumference containing fix hundred 
and feventy- leagues in all. The wellern parts 
touch the country of thofe negroes who pofiefs 
thofe immenfely rich mines of gold, for which 
they pay tribute to the Portugueze. A line drawn 
from the city Suanquem to the illand Meroe or 

Noba, 
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Noba, divides it from the Moors towards the 
ftorth. Its fouthern frontier borders on the king- 
dom of Adea, from whofe mountains falls the 
river Obi, which lofes itfelf in the fea< near the 
town of Quilmance in the kingdom of Me- 
linda. 

The kings of Abaffia, fond like all others of an 
high defeent, deduce their origin from Solomon, 
and that queen of Saba, who went fo far to have 
offspring by a king famed over all the Eaft for 
the extraordinary talents of his mind. They boaft 
of queen Candace, as fhc who firft planted chri- 
ffianity amongft them. The titles of this prince 
favour of this auguft pedigree: David, beloved 
of God, pillar of the faith, of kin to the ftock 
of Juda, grandfon of David, fon of Solomon, 
fon of the pillar of Sion, fon of the progeny of 
Jacob, fon of the hand of Mary, &c. emperor 
of the great and high Ethiopia, &c. The peo- 
ple are very religious, the country having many 
churches, and a number of religious perfons. 
Here are no confiderable towns, no knowledge 
of arts, nor any fkill in mechanics, their diet 
and clothing fuitable to the manners of a people 
fo little cultivated. The prince lives for the 
moft part in the fields in a populous city of tents, 
which does not long remain in the fame place. 
This is the account the Portugueze difeoverers 
gave of this country, to which the author of thefe 
Iheets will not now make any addition. 

No fooner was the news of the arrival of the 
Abyffinian ambafiador known at court, than the 

governor 
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governor of that province came to meet him. He 
appeared on the fhore with a retinue confiding 
of two hundred horfe and a thoufand foot. The 
differences arifing from the point of honour and 
precedence between him and the Portugueze 
commander being adjufted, they met upon the 
water’s edge 5 and after being feated on two 
chairs on the fend, which at that time burnt with 
the heat of the fun, the ambaffador was reftored 
to his country, and with him went another per- 
fon, veiled by Emanuel with the fame character 
for the emperor of Abyflinia. A treaty was next 
let in agitation, by which the Portugueze were 
to be permitted to build a fortrefs againfl the 
Moors on the ifland Camaran, or that of Ma^ua, 
which being fworn to on both fides, and mutual 
prefents made, they parted. A great crofs was 
ere died in the port to perpetuate the memory of 
this tranfedlion. After burning the city of Da- 
laca, the admiral flood over for the coaft of Ara- 
bia. At Calayate he found George de Albu- 
querque, who waited his coming, and who had 
lately arrived from Europe, from whence Ema- 
nuel had fent him with a fquadron under his 
command, which had been difperfed by bad 
weather. 

Whilfl the Portugueze governor was bufied in 
the Red-fea, Chrifnarao king of Bifnagar in- 
vaded Hidalcan,' with a power which covered 
the plains and the mountains, and drank up 
rivers. This army confided of thirty-five thou- 
fand horfe, feven hundred and thirty-three thou- 

< . fend 
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End foot, five hundred and eighty-fix elephants 
loaded with caftles, in each of which were four 
men ; and that this vail army ihould not diiperfe 
or fuffcr from the want of water, twelve thoufand 
Water carriers were employed to fupply all parts* 
The baggage was numberlefs, amongft which, 
and what was not perhaps the leaft cumbrous 
part of it, were twenty thoufand common wo- 
men. He led all this power to reduce Rachol, 
a city belonging of right to his anceftors, who 
had left it ever in charge to their fucceflors, to 
recover this place at any hazard or expence. 

Rachol was by its fituation almoft impregna- 
ble, feated on a high mountain, encompaffed 
with feveral walls, guarded by broad and deep 
ditches, ftrong towers, ftored with artillery, and 
all other inftruments of defence j its gariifon 
confifiing of four hundred horfe, eight thoufand 
foot, twenty elephants, befides provifion and war- 
like ftores fufficient for the longcft fiege. Chrif- 
narao inverted the place on all fides, and in the 
courfe of three months that he lay before it, gave 
in vain repeated afiaults, when Hidalcan came to 
its relief with eighteen thoufand horfe, one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand foot, an hundred and 
fifty elephants, and a prodigious number of great 
ordnance. Several encounters enfued. At lart 
the two armies engage, fortune at firft inclining 
to Hidalcan, but Chrifnarao who had received 
great lofs, recovering his difadvantage, attacked 
his enemy with fuch fury, that not one efcaped 
the fword or flavery, excepting fuch as the pity of 
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the vidors agreed to /pare. The booty was pro* 
digious. Chrifnarao, fierce with his victory, re* * 
turned to the fiege, when Chriftopher de Figue- 
reido with twenty Portugueze, coming to the 
king, afked leave to view the place, which was 
granted. After confidering it Tome time, he 
marched on with this little army to give the af- 
fault, and being feconded by Chrifnarao, the place 
was carried at the fecond effort. Hidalcan was 
compelled to acknowledge the conqueror as fu- 
preme lord of Canara. 

Ruy de Melo, who then commanded at Goa, 
taking advantage of the broils of the princes of 
the country, poffe/Ted himfelf of the neighbour- 
ing part of the continent. 

Emanuel, in order to'eftablifh his power for 
ever in the Indies, had given orders to the go- 
vernor to build forts in Malucco, Sumatra, Mal- 
divia, Chaul, and Diu. Lopez refolved to begin 
with this laft. To this effect he made an agree- 
ment with Malek Az, who eluded his pro- 
mife with affedted delays. Sequeira perceiving 
his intentions, fet fail for Cochin with de- 
fign to make preparations to return, to gain by 
force what the artifice of the Moor with-held 
from him. After difpatching the trading /hips 
for Europe, he bent all his thoughts towards 
Diu. Wherefore he aflembled the greateft fleet 
that had ever appeared on thofe feas belonging 
to the Portugueze nation. It confifted of forty- 
eight vefTels of all dimenfions and qualities, with 
three thoufand Portugueze, and eight hundred 

Malabars 
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Malafeai's and Canarans. Melique A z immedi- 
ately conjeduring the end of this great arma- 
ment, repaired to the king of Cambaya, in order 
to perfuade him againft giving his leave to the 
Portugueze to build a fort in his ifland. But 
notwithftanding he had fortified Diu in a won- 
derful manner, the Portugueze governor, deter- 
mined by the advice of his council, deiifted from 
his enterprize, and thus was this great power 
moft lamentably difappointed. 

George de Albuquerque was ordered to fet out 
for Sumatra. This ifland lying north- weft and 
fouth-eaft, is in length two hundred and twenty 
leagues, its greateft breadth being no more than 
feventy. The equinodial cuts it into two equal 
parts. It is divided from Malacca by a narrow 
channel, and by a frith ftill narrower, its moll 
fouthem point is parted from java, an ifland 
above one hundred leagues in length, and but 
twelve only in breadth To the eaftlies Borneo, 
alio cut by the equinodial, and that in fuch 
manner as that two thirds of it lie on the north 
fide of the line. Sumatra is a plain level country on 
the coafts, the inland parts mountainous, watered 
by great rivers, and covered with vaft hideous 
forefts, lb wrapt in fogs, that all the extra- 
ordinary power of the lun in thofe burning cli- 
mates is not able to pierce them. For this reafon 
it is very unhealthy, yet frequented for its riches, 
and above all, for its plenty of gold. Befides a 
fountain of oil, and a flaming mountain like that 
iff jEcna or Vefuvius, which may be confidercd 



the EAST-INDIES. 2n 

as extraordinary rarities: it produces white fan- 
da!, benjamin, camphire, pepper, ginger, cinna- 
mon, abundance of filk, fifh in great quantities, 
and cattle of various kinds. The natives are 
idolaters. The Moors, who fince the year four- 
teen hundred have poffefled themfelves of it as 
lords and matters, came in at firft as fimple mer- 
chants. Some of the inland inhabitants are faid 
to feed on human flefh. The Moors poffefs the 
coafts. Several languages prevail here, chiefly 
that of Malacca. Their weapons, like thofe of 
the Javanefe their progenitors, were at firft poi- 
foned arrows, but they have fince learnt the ufe 
of European arms. There are nine diftind: king- 
doms in this ifland, whereof that of Pedir was 
anciently the moft powerful, but fince that, the 
prince of Pacem has got the afcendant. The 
kings are chofen by the people, and the fame 
authority refumes the fupreme power as foon as 
the perfon intruded with it is known to make an 
ill ufe of it, in which cafe the guilty prince is 
punifhed with death. The Portugueze at this 
time protected, one of thofe princes thus ex- 
pelled, and refolved to have him reftored by 
perfuafion or force. 

George Albuquerque arriving at this ifland, and 
being aflifted by the king of Ara a neighbour- 
ing prince, propofed to the ufurper to quit his un- 
juft pofleffion to the lawful prince, who had fub- 
mitted to the Portugueze. Genial, for fo the 
ufurper was called, offered to make the farne 
fubmiflion, provided he was permitted to enjoy 
Yol; II. T what 
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what he then poffeffed. This offer was not ao 
cepted j the caftle of Genial was attacked and 
ftormed : after a moil refolute defence, in which 
the ufurper was killed, the exiled prince was re- 
ftored to his ancient dignity with great pomp ; 
he fubmitted to pay the tribute of Portugal j 
and a fort was afterwards eredted as in the other 
fettlements of that nation. 

The following was one of thofe difafters which 
the avarice of the Portugueze brought upon 
them. John de Borba, one of that nation, had 
been fhipwrecked > and having been toft for nine 
days on the waves, with nine of his companions, 
he was caft upon the fliore of Achem, where he 
was received and relieved by the humanity of 
the king. Soon after, George de Brito arriving 
with a Portugueze fquadron, Borba comes to 
him, perfuading him to plunder the tombs of 
the kings, in which he faid vaft ftore of gold 
was depofited. Brito confented, and to give a 
colour of juftice to the robbery, pretended that 
the king had feized the goods of fome Portu- 
gueze. He accordingly lands with two hundred 
men, and feizes a fort which lay in his way. 
Some of the befieged fallying out upon the 
enemy, and others fiicceeding to relieve or refeue 
them, they were fo well received, that the affair 
became general, and Brito was forced to come to 
the aftiftancc of his men, when appears the king 
at the head of a thoufand men, and with them 
ftx elephants. Brito with mod of his men fell 
in this encounter, amongft whom were fifty per- 

fons 
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fons of note. ■ The few who remained fled to the 
'fliips. 

Antonio de Brito, the brother of him lately 
killed, fet fail for the Molucco iflands, fituated 
under the equinoctial, about three hundred leagues 
eaftward from Malacca. Thefe are inclofed with- 
in a multitude of other iflands. Five arc difi- 
tinguifhed above the others : thefe are Ternate, 
Tidore, Moufel, Maquien, and Bachan ; the 
largefl: net exceeding fix leagues in circumference. 
All of them here named produce clovts, but no- 
thing fit for human fufienance. Batochina, on 
the contrary, yields provifions in abundance, but 
no cloves. Some are remarkable for burning 
mountains, as Ternate. The principal nourifh- 
ment of the inhabitants is a fort of meal made of 
the bark of trees refembling the palm, from 
which, as well as fome others, they receive bread, 
wine, and vinegar. They are no great lovers of 
fleth, tho’ their iflands afford plenty of it j and 
they more willingly feed upon fifh, of which 
there is an incredible abundance. The people 
are warlike, averfe to ftrangers, fvvift of foot, 
and excellent fwimmers. It is not known whence 
they derive their origin, or from what parts thefe 
iflands were peopled. 

The Portugueze were jealous of a branch of 
trade which fupplied all Europe, Afia, and a 
great part of Afric with thefe rich fpiceries. 
Wherefore they were ddirous not only to exclude 
the Moors, hut alfo the Venetians, from trading 
in thofc commodities* At this time the Spaniards 
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began likewife to give them umbrage, by a clan*, 
deftine trade carried on by way of America. For 
thefe caufes Brito was fent hither, and in parti- 
cular to Ternate, in order to build a fort, which 
Boylefe, the king thereof, had of a long time ear- 
nestly de/ired. This had been before attempted to 
no effedt. In the government of Albuquerque, An- 
tonio de Abrcu had arrived at Banda, the chief 
of five ifiands fo called, which in beauty refem- 
bles a terreftrial paradife; its’ greateft ornament 
being the plant which produces the clove, a fruit 
fo much coveted in the Weft and North. Hence 
Abreu returned to Malacca ; Serram, a captain 
who had accompanied him, being driven by a 
ftorm on Ternate, where he ftaid waiting the 
decifion of a difpute between the kings of Tidore 
and Bachan, who contended which Should have 
the honour of having the fort of the Portugueze 
built in his own ifland. When Brito arrived at 
Ternate, he found king Boylefe dead, and the Spa- 
niards entertained with open arms bv the prince 
of Tidore. This prince thought himfelf happy in 
being able to rival the king of Ternate, who had 
been diftinguiflied beyond himielf by the choice 
of the Portugueze. Thofe Spaniards arrived in one 
of the ftiips which fet out with the famous Magel- 
lan, the dilcoverer of the paiTage into the Paci- 
fic ocean thro the ftraits diftinguiflied by his 
name. The prince of Ternate was then a mi- 
nor under the government of the queen his mo- 
ther, who had received Brito with great civility. 
The favour ,of this woman gained him a vifit 

from 
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from the prince of Tidore, who offered to de- 
liver up the Spaniards, in hopes that Brito would 
in return for this condefcenfion, agree to build 
the fort in his illand. However, Temate was 
found more convenient, and the prince who had 
fo much coveted a Portugueze garrifon was dis- 
appointed. 

Lopez in another expedition added to the 
dominions of the Portugueze in the Eaft. 
What occafioned it was this. The king of Ormuz, 
being backward in payment of the tribute he had 
ftipulated, alledged for his excufe, that the king 
of Lafah refufed to pay what he owed for the 
illands of Baharem and Catifa. His attempts to 
reduce him had no effed. Wherefore he applied to 
the governor, to this purpofe, who consented to 
affift him againft his enemy. The king of Or- 
muz fitted out two hundred veflels, with three 
thoufand Arabs and Perfians. . The Portugueze 
power confilfed of feven fhips, and four hun- 
dred men, under Anthony Correa. Mocrim flood 
ready to receive them with three hundred Ara- 
bian horfe, four hundred Perfian archers, twenty 
Turkifh mufqueteers, befides natives, and up- 
wards of eleven thoufand men armed with vari- 
ous weapons. He had moreover caft up ftrong 
entrenchments and other works, and the walls 
were mounted with a numerous ordnance, all un- 
der the care of tried commanders. 

The Perfian gulph lies between Arabia and 
Pcrfia, from which laft, as from the nobleft, it 
takes its name. This famous trad begins at Cape 
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Jafque or Carpela, in twenty-fix degrees of nor- 
thern latitude, and ends at the mouth of the Eu- 
phrates j the coaft is diverfified with frequent 
cities, rivers, woods, forefls, and iflands. The 
profpedt of the oppofitc coafl is not fo delightful, 
there being but four towns in all that tradt which 
lies between Cape Mozandan or Aflaborum, and 
the frontiers of Perfia. In this fpace is a fifhery 
for pearls. Geer again ft Baharem, lies Catifa, 
an ifland thirty leagues in compafs, and feven 
over, being one hundred and ten leagues diftant 
from Ormuz. Its chief produce is tamarinds, 
tho 1 it yields all other fruits known in Europe. 
The capital bears the fame name, there being 
three hundred villages in the ifland. The inha- 
bitants are Moors and Arabs, the air unhealthy. 
The pearl found here, tho’ in fmall quantities, 
is more valued than that of Ceylon, or Hainan in 
China. Oppofite to the ifland, on the continent, 
ftands the city Lalah, whereof Mocrim, who 
made thefe preparations for the defence of Baha- 
rem, was king. 

The troops of Ormuz under their own leader, 
were left as a referve, whilft the Portugucze, to 
the number of one hundred and feventy, under 
Correa, his brother leading the van with fifty 
men, advanced in the water towards the fhore. 
The trenches are aflaulted, the fight grows hot, 
the king at the head of his men encouraging 
them j at laft, being wounded in the thigh, 
whereof he afterwards died, his men begin to 
y&bfrair, and after much flausthter. betake them- 

• felves 
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felves to flight, leaving the Portugueze a com- 
plete vidtory. Thus in two hours time, the 
ifland was fubdued to the Portugueze crown. 

Lopez, (till anxious to poflefs himfelf of Diu, 
fent thither a fquadron to block up that port. 
Yet the bravery of Melique A z, and the lofs of 
the brave Anthony Correa, who after conquering 
the king of Lafah, was blown up with his {hip 
by fome Moors he had taken prifoners, obliged 
him to defift from this enterprize. From hence 
he fet out for Chaul, where by leave from Ni- 
zamaluco, he eredled a fort, which, notwith- 
ftanding the efforts of Melique, who was afraid 
of the confequences of this new fettlement to the 
trade of Diu, was at laft finifhed to their wilhes. 
This was the laft enterprize of Diego Lopez de 
Sequeira in the Indies, whofe government now 
expiring, he fet out for Portugal. 

C H A P. XVII. 

Including the governments rf Duarte de Menczes, 
Vafquez de Gama, and Lope Vaz de Samnayo. 

T O him fuccceded Duarte de Menezes, in 
1 522. In the rirft year of whofe govern- 
ment died Emanuel, the greateft prince that eve; 
fwayed the Portugueze feepter. The conqucft 
of all the maritime India, both ’within ami with- 
out the Ganges, of the coaft and iflands in thePer- 
fian gulph, of the fhorcr.and ports of the Rcd-fea , 

T 4- thole 
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thofe vi&orious fleets which covered the Ethio- 
pian and Atlantic oceans ; the ruin of the tr^dc 
of the Venetians, whofe grandeur and naval 
power the commerce of the Eaft had fupported 
for three hundred years before ; the fubjedtion of 
great part of the coaft of Barbary ; and the nu- 
merous defeats which he gave to the forces of 
the emperor of Morocco, are fo many monu- 
ments which will convey the memory of this il- 
luflrious reign to the lateft pofterity with inextin- 
guifhable glory. His fon John the third now 
filled the throne, when Menezes came to take 
upon him the government of India, bringing 
with him a fquadron of twelve fhips. His firft 
undertaking was the relief of Ormuz. The peo- 
ple of that city, in revenge of the avarice and 
infolehce of the Portugueze officers, had rccourfe 
to arms. Thefe lafl, being veiled with the trull 
of collecting the revenues which belonged to the 
king of Ormuz, abufed their power • and add- 
ing lull to covetoufnefs, had violated the daugh- 
ters and wives of the inhabitants. In revenge of 
thefe injuries, they fell upon the Portugueze in the 
night, at Ormuz, Baharetn, Mafcate, Curiate, 
and Soar, all at the fame time. An hundred and 
twenty of that nation perifhed in this maflacre. 
And now thole at Ormuz were reduced to gieat 
flraits, partly by the indefatigable efforts of the 
king, and partly by enemies llill more terrible, 
hunger and thirffe ; when the king feeing the fuc- 
. cels not anfwerable to his application, fet fire to 
; Jiis capital, and went over to Qocb.ojne, an bland 
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fifteen leagues in length, at three leagues diftance, 
clofe to the Perfian ftiore, and with him all the 
inhabitants. This beautiful city continued burn- 
ing for four days, in which time it was reduced 
to a heap of afhes. Don Luis, the brother of the 
governor, had been fent to appeafe thefe troubles j 
he burnt and plundered Soar, which he after- 
wards gave away to a prince who was to hold it 
of the crown of Portugal. Arriving at Queix- 
ome, he concluded a treaty with the young 
prince, his father having been affafiinated by his 
own favourites, on the conditions of the for- 
mer, the Portugueze promifing not to interfere 
with the government of the city, to which that 
prince now agreed to return. 

At this time, the territory of Goa, formerly 
conquered from Hidalcan, in fpite of all the va- 
lour of the Portugueze, returned gradually to the 
obedience of its ancient mafter. The king of 
Achen, after abundance of bloodfhed, and waft- 
ing Sumatra with fire and fword, compels the 
Portugueze to abandon their fort. The Chinefe 
alfo punifh them feverely, for the enormities for- 
merly committed by that nation in their country. 
The like difafteis purfued them at Malacca; 
and the fame ill fortune attended them in the 
Moluccos; all which threatened them with a 
ieries of misfortunes, to which their former fuc- 
cefies ferved only to make them the more fen- 
fiblc. 

Vafquez de Gama was now on the feas, with 
a commiffion to govern in India. * An accident 

which 
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which happened on his way, ferves to (hew the 
greatnefs of foul of thofe who firft difcovered 
and fettled this new fource of commerce and navi- 
gation. In the middle of a profound calm, when 
not a breath of wind ruffled the ocean, all of a fud- 
den arofe fuch a violent motion in the water, that 
the fhips tofled and heaved in fuch manner that 
all on board looked for death every moment. 
Tlie viceroy, for it feems he bore that quality, 
knowing the caufe of fo extraordinary an appear- 
ance to be an earthquake, cried out to the fflips 
in company. Courage my friends! thefe feas 
tremble for fear of you ! the ocean acknowledges 
the conquerors of the Eaft. It is faid, that fuch 
as lay tick of fevers were cured by the fright. 
The fleet arrived at Goa. After vifiting the forts, 
and ordering every thing with his ufual conduct 
and magnanimity, he died, three months after 
his arrival, full of great defigns, which no man 
was better qualified to put in execution. The 
fort of Ceylon was abandoned at this time, as 
being not worth the charge of maintaining it. He 
named Lope Vaz de Sampayo to fucceed him, 
till fuch time as Henrique de Menezes fliould ar- 
rive from Goa. 


C I I A P. 
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C H A P. XVIII, 

Henrique de Menezes fucceeds to the government 
of India. 

S Ampayo had been abundantly fuccefsful againft 
the enemies of Portugal, whether at land or 
on the feas, when Henrique came to take upon 
himfelf the chief command. The commander 
of the fort at Calicut was obliged to abandon the 
port he held. Mean time the new chief entered 
upon his government with great modefty, .with- 
out pomp, with great refpcift to the memory of 
his prcdeccflor, and declining all proud titles, 
faying, that good men were more covetous to 
deferve honour, than to make ufe of the pa- 
geantry which attends it. 

Soon after he aflembled at Cochin a great 
power, confiding of an hundred fail, and two 
thoufand fighting men, to invade Panane, a citv 
iubjcdt to the Zamorin. This place, which is 
one of the principal of his dominions, is fcatcd 
on the banks of a river of the fame name, was 
well fortified, itored with cannon, and the officer 
who commanded in it, a Portugueze renegado. 
A numerous fleet drawn up in line of battle in 
the entry of the river, flood ready *to receive 
them. The fight begins, by Tea and land, with 
vaft fury, the Portugueze enter their woiks, 
feize their cannon, the enemy flying to tin* 
woods. The town and fliips in the port were 
given up to the flames. . The daughter was aflo- 

nuhinv. 
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nifliing. The day following, twelve Ihips were 
burnt in the haven of Calicut* John de Lima 
carrying on the fame havock in the fuburbs of 
the city. 

From hence they fet fail to Coulete, a city de- 
fended by fortifications as drong as the former, 
the fame number of fhips and of ordnance, and 
a garrifon of twenty thoufand men. A council 
of war was held on this occafion ; the general 
opinion was againd fo dangerous an enterprize, 
but the advice of the governor prevailed, which 
was for making the attempt. The plan concerted, 
the troops difpofed, the engagement commences, 
both fides contending with fury and obdinacy j 
at lad, the vad daughter made by the Portu- 
gueze, obliges the enemy to fly. The booty 
confided of three hundred and fixty pieces of 
cannon, mufquets an infinite number, fifty-three 
fhips, mod of them laden with the mod valuable 
fpiceries. Thcfe which remained being beat to 
pieces by the fire of the great artillery, were con- 
fumed in the flames, as was the conquered 
city. 

And now the king of Calicut laid fiegc to that 
fortrefs, in which John de Lima with three thou- 
fand men commanded. A body of twelve thou- 
fand foot broke ground in order to form lines of 
circumvalfation, and notwithflanding the bold 
efforts of de Lima, brought their works to per- 
feftion. A train of great ordnance was planted, 
which threw balls two fpans in diameter, while 
nine thoufand of the enemy advance to the 
jfiault. The cannon be'gins to thunder on" both 

fidcs. 
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fides, that of the Portugueze, which was mote 
dexterouily played, doing prodigious execution ; 
but this was fcarce perceived in an army almoft 
without number. The belieged fend for fuccours, 
part whereof with difficulty forced their way 
thro* all dangers, and part were obliged to re- 
turn as they came, the garrifon fuffering fome 
lofs in their turn. The governor refolved how- 
ever to ftand firm to the laft. 

The garrifon defended itfelf more thro’ rage 
and defpair, than by valour or conduit, when 
two fquadrons appeared for their relief. Soon 
after the governor arrived with twenty fail/ and 
fifteen hundred men. He was followed by An- 
thony de Miranda, all the fea of Calicut being 
now covered with ffiips. 

The governor after reinforcing the garrifon, 
began next morning at day-break to land his 
men, who forced their way thro’ crowds of the 
enemy that covered the fhore, with lliot, gra- 
nados, and all forts of warlike weapons, the Por- 
tugueze captains fignalizing themfelves on this 
occafion. The enemy are put to flight with 
great daughter. Henrique remained mailer of 
the field. Wherefore as the fort was of no im- 
portance, after Ihipping whatever was valuable, 
and mines being prepared to blow it up, the 
garrifon withdrew to the fhips. The Moors 
finding the place clear of enemies, ran in cluilers 
to pillage, when the powder that inllant taking 
fire, blew up into the air the whole fabrick, 
with all the multitude within it. This bold 
ftroke’ was done to preferVe the reputation of his 

countrymen, 
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countrymen, and not from any intention in the 
governor to make any new conqueft. 

Henrique’s thoughts turned chiefly upon the 
conqueft of Diu, an acquifition which the Por- 
tuguese "had long beheld with wilhing eyes. 
Heitor de Silveyra, the other part of his in- 
ftruitions not being known, aflaulted and took 
the ftrong city Dofar on the coaft of Arabia, 
and then entering the Red-fca, he reduced and 
tendered tributary the iflands of Ma$ua and 
JDalaca. After this Peter Mafcarenhas, George 
de Albuquerque, and Martin Alphonfo de Soufa, 
fignalized them/elves in fundry exploits againft 
the enemies of their country, at Malacca, on 
the ocean, and in the country of the king of 
Linga. 

At the Moluccos, Anthony de Brito defiring 
that a fuccefifor might be fent him, Garcia Hen- 
riquez went thither. From Ternate, the two 
chiefs fent out a final 1 veffel on the difeovery of 
the ifland of Celebes, famous tor the quantity of 
gold it was faid to afford. The difeoverer found 
the ifland, but was not fo happy in the refearch 
of the precious metal. Being carried out of his 
courfe as he returned, he unexpectedly fell in with 
a great and beautiful ifland, whofe inhabitants 
lived in a happy fimplicity of manners, and treated 
them with great affedtion. The colour of this 
nation was inclined to white, their perfons comely, 
ftrong of body, they wore their beards and their 
hair long, their cloatbing coarfe, and their food 
roots and frpits. They knew not the ufe of iron, 
or any other metal, only they gave to underftand 
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by figns, for their language could not be under- 
ftood, that the mountain to which they pointed 
afforded gold. After eight months fpent in thefe 
difcoveries, they left the ifland of James Lopez 
de Sequeira, for fo the difcoverer was called, and 
returned to Ternate. 

Henrique Jfill continued his preparations 
againft Diu, giving out that his defign was upon 
Aden, and a&ing in all things the part of a wife 
and prudent captain. He fet out with feventean 
fail of large fhips in order to clear thole feas of 
the pirates, which always abound here. Chale 
was burnt to the ground in this expedition ; but 
the addon which followed againft a hundred 
fmall vcflels loaden with fpices, and defended by 
four thoufand Moors, was not equally fortunate ; 
the governor being obliged to return, having left 
forty of his men dead upon the field. This lofs 
was followed by one ftill greater, which was 
the death of Henrique de Menezes, one of the 
beft of governors and the beft of men. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Government of Lope Vaz de Sampayo. 

L OPE Vaz de Sampayo fuccccded to the 
government of the Indies. He refolved 
firft of all to take or deftroy a fleet of the Zahao- 
rin’s fliips, which had taken flicker at Cananor. 
The charge was given with great courage, the 
Por-tugueze on fhoreeniering the enemy’s trenches 

with 
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with great flaughter, whilfi others fired above 
feventy of their veflels in the harbour. Victory 
declared in favour of the Europeans : above eighty 
brafs cannon were taken in this adtion. The 
town was fpared, becaufe it belonged to Narfinga 
the ally of the conquerors. He then reduced 
Calayat and Mafcate which had revolted, thro’ 
the avarice of the governor who commanded that 
diftridh 

Malacca was reduced to great diftrefs by the 
king of Bintan, who took advantage of Pedro 
Mafcarenhas’ abfence then on his way to Cochin, 
in order to poffefs himfelf of that capital. Maf- 
carenhas refolved to attempt the chief city of the 
king of Bintan; wherefore after confidering the 
ftrength and fituation of the place, and fettling 
every thing in proper order for that purpofe, he 
fet out in the dead of the night, marching his 
men thro’ a thick wood, in order to conceal his 
approach from the enemy. They reached the 
place before day-break, and immediately gave 
the aflault, warlike inftruments founding to ter- 
rify the enemy, who running to oppofe a feigned 
attack, left Mafcarenhas room to enter the place. 
They continued however to defend themfelves 
with great refolution, till the flight of the king 
being known, they gave way. The town was 
plundered, the booty ineftimable, amongfl which 
were three hundred pieces of cannon. This 
action, which was one of the moll: glorious of all 
the Portugueze atchievemennts in Alia, fettled 
the quiet of Malacca, and brought immortal honour 
to Mafcarenhas. The ill and was now reftored 

to 
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to its lawful mafter, from whom the prefent 
enemy of the Portugueze had ufurped it. 

Francis de Sa now prepared for his voyage to 
Sunda. This iiland is feparated from Java by a 
very narrow channel. Its produce, gold of a 
paler colour, befides pepper and provifions in vaft 
abundance. The natives are numerous, and un- 
warlike, but curious in adorning their arms which 
they know fo little how to ufe. They are wor- 
Ihipers of idols, and fell their children to l'upply 
their wants. The women are beautiful, and 
what is perhaps Angular and peculiar to this 
ifland, thole of quality are diftinguifhed above 
the others for their chaflity. They have con- 
vents for thoie who choofe a life of celibacy. 
The married women kill themfelves at the death 
of their hufbands, a cuftom introduced to fecure 
the men from any attempts of the women upon 
their lives, to which it feems they had formerly 
been much addicted. Not with Handing that the 
king had before offered of his own accord to 
allign the Portugueze a place for building a fort, 
and to pay a yearly tribute of three hundred and 
fifty quintals of pepper to purchafe the friendfliip 
of the king of Portugal and his protection againft 
the Moors, Francis however could bring nothing 
to bear, and thus returned without doing any 
thing. 

Don Garcia Emiquez falling upon Tidore 
while the inhabitants were bufied in the funeral 
ceremonies of the dead, entered the capital, 
leized the cannon, and burnt the place to afhes. 
His attempt to expel the Spaniards heace, failed. 
Vol. II. U Soon 
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Soon, after was burnt Lobu, a fea port of Suma- 
tra, where Alvara de Brito and feventy men died 
by the hands of the inhabitants. After which 
followed the difeovery of Borneo. 

Charles the fifth had fent a fquadron into the 
Indies by the way of the Straits of Magellan. 
Arriving at Tidore they were received with great 
joy and kindnei's by the natives, who had been 
Jong weary of the avarice and harfh government 
of the Portugueze. They therefore eroded works 
for the defence of the fort, to protect them from 
the infults of that nation. The Spaniards pre- 
tended that the Moluccos were firll difeovered 
by Magellan, and that of confequence thole 
iflands rauft belong to them. The Portugueze 
made anlwer, that they had been difeovered by 
Antonio dc Abrcu, ten years before Magellan 
fet out upon his expedition, and that Magellan 
himfelf had been a witnefs to the truth of thr- 
difeovery, having been along with Abrcu be- 
fore he had as yet deferted the lervice of Ids 
country. The difpute was for 1'ome time confin- 
ed to words, the people of Ternate filling with the 
Portugueze, and thofe of Tidore and Gilolo 
with the Spaniards. At laft the latter helieged 
the Portugueze fortrcls in Ternate, and every 
thing depended on the event of war, when 
Charles, called off from thofe remote attentions bv 
his affairs in Europe, yielded his pretcnlions to 
the Moluccos to the king of Portugal for a fum 
of money. 

George de Menezes difeovered the ifiand of 
Borneo, av-be failed fit r. the Moluccos. The ri- 
diculous 
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diculous fears of the king was the only remark- 
able circumftance attending this difcovery. The 
barbarian prince, on beholding the figures worked 
in a piece of tapeftry which Menezes had pre- 
lented him with, cried out in a panic. Take away 
thofe enchanted men, they will kill me in the 
night. No reafons were able to difpel his fears ; 
and he could not reft, till lie had firft caufed the 
occafion of his apprehenfions to be removed, and 
together with it, the meflengers who brought it. 
This gives us a very diftinCt idea of the ftate of 
the arts in Borneo. The remaining part of the 
government o' Lope Vaz Sampayo was. filled 
with many confiicrublc actions, in all of which 
the Portuguese were victorious, dealing ruin and 
deftruCtion among their enemies, excepting only 
in the Moluccos where the Spaniards difputed 
with them the pofleflion of the fpice trade. 
Some cruelties likewife, committed by fome of 
thofe who commanded under Sampayo, increaftd 
the hatred of the Indian iflanders againft their 
Portuguezc lords, and even their tyranny depo- 
pulated fome cities, the natives preferring banifli- 
ment and the lois of their country to the cruel 
flavery they underwent at home. Notwithftand- 
ing thofe ftains upon his government, and the 
unjuft defire of ruling, which was the right of 
another, Sampayo iuftly won the charaCler of one 
of the greateft commanders, and one whole ex- 
ploits did infinite honour to his native country. 


U 
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CHAP XX. 

Nuno de Cuna enters upon the Government of the 

Indies. 

N UNO de Cuna who fucxeeded Sampavo, 
after great and fuccefslul anions on the 
coaft of Africa, at Ormuz, and other places, as 
he pallid to India, at laft arrived at Goa, where 
he made preparations for the conqucft of Diu, fo 
long the objedl of the attention of the kings of 
Portugal. This place, of the laft importance to 
the trade of the Eaft, had been, as we have be- 
fore taken notice, often attempted before, with- 
out fuccefs. Wherefore the governor aflembled 
a great power of fhips ; fo great was his navy, 
that the Indian ocean itemed to carry a huge for- 
reft on his bolbni. This fern, including ft ere 
fhipe and final! craft, amonntea to aouvr f,ur 
hundred vcflels, many of them fhips of force. 
Three thoufand fix hundred iolciicrs compofed 
the land army, and one thoufand iour hundred 
fa ilors worked the fhips, all of thefe Portuguese, 
befides above two thoufand Malabars and Cana- 
rans, eight thoufmd Haves fit for fervice, and 
almoft five thoufand mariners of the Indies. Af- 
ter reducing Gamam a Moorifh Ibrtrcfs, he fet 
forward with hri army towards the i fiend of 
Both, a place fo fortified by nature with vaft 
rocks, befides the addition of hae,c r. mparts 
crowned with innumerable batteries of cannon, 
and defended by a garrifiyi of Tin k$, Arab-., and 
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other nations, naturally haters of the Portugueze. 
When the governor came before it, he was ftruck 
with aftoni/hment at its ftrength of fituation. He 
fummoned it, when the Turks inftead of furren- 
dcring, fell to /having their heads, a ceremony 
by which they devote themfelves, and which 
they pradtife when they refolve to conquer or 
die. The commander fet them a brutal example 
of refolution by throwing his wife, fon, all his 
family, and valuable efTedts into a fire he had 
lighted for that purpofe, intending by this to 
/hew his purpofe to follow whither every thing 
dear or valuable had gone before. The reft 
followed this precedent, and the place wore 
already the appearance of a city under the moft 
horrid and aftedting miferies of war. Nuno be- 
gan the attack at day-break in fix feveral places, 
each officer courageoufly carrying on the part 
which had been allotted him. The enemy received 
them with no lefs intrepidity, the one fide con- 
tending for life and liberty, the other for glory 
and empire. The Portugueze /uttered greatly 
in their approach, amongft the dead was Hedtor 
ile Silveyra, who had on fo many occafions fig- 
nalized himfelf, and acquired everlafting repu- 
tation. The following adtions will ferve to 
ihew the fpirit of thofe undaunted and invincible 
combatants. A Portugueze drove his launce 
through the body of his foe, who regar diet's ol 
his wound, and unmindful of the weapon which 
truck between his finevvs, advanced along the 
fpcar which the other /till wrenched in his body, 

l r : and 
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and with his fcymetar hewed off his limbs, when 
down dead he fell, both the champions expiring 
one over the other. Another Turk, flung with 
the thoughts of abandoning his women to the 
lulls of his enemies, a paflion to which that na- 
tion is infinitely fenfible, killed two of them, 
themfelves encouraging him to fave them from 
the infults of the conquerors ; and as he was upon 
the point of plunging his dagger into the other 
two, for they were four in number, a bullet pre- 
vented him ; the remaining lovers leaped from 
the rock on which this fcene patted into the 
ocean, their greatefl apprchenfion being to be 
deprived of that fate which could alone preferve 
them inviolate. Eighteen hundred of the enemy 
were flaughtered, and fixty pieces of great artil- 
lery formed part of the booty. 

After this iuccefs dc Cuna advanced to Diu, 
which was flruck with an univerfal panic, at 
the light of a fleet which hid the feas from their 
fight. On the other hand, the Portugueze were 
filled with apprehenfions at the view of a city 
feated upon rocks which reared their fummits 
into the fkies, the ocean wafhing their feet like 
a vafl ditch, and the entry of the river eroded 
with maffy chains, luflained upon veffels filled 
with an infinite number of mufqueteers and 
archers, within ten thoufand fighting men, and 
thole lofty walls mounted with great artillery 
without number. The tops of the houfes, walls 
and rocks, were covered with multitudes of perfons 
of both fexes and of all ranks and ages, w'ho rent 

the 
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he air w ith cries and (houts. The governor, after 
viewing thofe formidable appearances, held a 
council, and gave orders for the a (fault. 

On the (ixteenth of February, the fignal be- 
ing given, the artillery began to play upon the 
town. The thunder and roaring of the cannon, 
the clouds of fmoke, and flame, and dud, which 
poured from them, and from the ruined bul- 
warks and houfes, which were beat to pieces, 
froze the fpectators with dread, and involved 
the fea and the land. The Portugueze governor 
cloathed in red, flood in the mod confpicuous 
place, and while he flew to all parts where ne- 
ceflity called him, his quality being known, he 
became the mark at which all the (hot of the 
enemy was aimed. At lad the Portugueze can- 
non began to burd with continual firing, and 
fome of the men being killed without doing any 
confiderable execution, after confulting the prin- 
cipal leaders, it was refoived to abandon the 
enterprife. The lofs of this place, was univer- 
fally imputed to the previous attack of Beth. 
Some time after, the king of Cambaya, whether 
out of friendfhip for the Portugueze, or from an 
apprehenfion that it was better to grant them 
what one day or other they were refoived, and 
would undoubtedly conquer, lent an ambaflador 
to the governor with offers to put the fortrefs of 
Din into his hands. The governor did not hefi- 
r.ne to accept of it, and the command of it was 
given to Antonio de Silvcyra. 

Thus the Portugueze nation poflefled them- 
felves of the mod important pods on the (hores 

U 4 • of 
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of Afric, Arabia, Perfia, India, and China ; with 
all the iilands in the vail embraces of the Indian 
ocean, difpofing of kingdoms and fcepters at 
their pleafure, and adting like the lords and 
mailers of the world. Their other atchieve- 
ments in the Fail are infinite, and carry me 
ftrongly to lay them before the Englifli 
reader j but the bounds prescribed me by the 
nature of my undertaking, deny me the fatif- 
fadtion of continuing a narration in itfelf lb plea- 
firnt, and fo capable of amuiing thole who lhall 
have leifure and patience to perufe what I have 
already committed to writing. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Detail of the Portug-ueze Empire in the Eafl- 

Indies. 

r ~l ' ^ PI E Portugueze empire in the Eafl, in its 
g flouriihing ftate, that is to fay, from the time 
we have Lift treated of, for near a century after, 
extended from the Southern extremity of Afric 
at the Cape of Good Hope, as far as Cape Li- 
am poor Ning Po in China, comprehending a tradl 
of four thoufand leagues along the Ihores of thofe 
vaft continents, without including the fea coafts 
of the Red-fea and the Perfian gulph which in- 
clude twelve hundred leagues more. In this 
fpace lies half Afric, and all Afia, with innu- 
merable iflands adjoining to thofe two grand 
divifions of the terraqueous globe. Thefe four 

thoufand 
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thoufand leagues may be divided into feven por- 
tions. 

The firft, lying between the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the mouth of the Red-fea, contains 
along the coaft many kingdoms of the Cafres, 
as that vaft one of Monomopata, whofe prince 
is lord of all the gold mines in Afric j thofe of 
Zofala, Mozambique, Quiloa, Pemba, Melinda, 
Pate, Brava, Magadoxa, and many other fove- 
reignties. On this coaft, the Portugueze were 
poiTelTed of the forts of Zofala and Mombasa, 
with the city and fortrefs of Mozambique. 

The fecond, between the Red-fea and the 
Perfian gulph, contains the coaft of Arabia, the 
mod fruitful and populous part of this continent. 
The Portugueze fettlement was the impregnable 
fortrefs of Mafcate. 

The third divifion, from Baflora on the Perfian 
gulph to the Indus, contains the kingdom of 
Ormuz, in the ifland of Gerum, more famous 
for its trade than extent, thofe of Guadel and 
Sinde, part of the kingdoms of Perfia and Cam- 
baya. On this coaft they held the fortrefs of 
Bandel and that of Diu, which ftands at the en- 
trance of the gulph of Cambaya, a place of great 
importance in the eaftern commerce. 

The fourth, from the Indus to Cape Comorin, 
contains India Proper, that is to fay, part of the 
kingdoms of Cambaya, Decan, Canara, and Ma- 
labar, this laft fubjedt to feveral princes. The 
Portugueze forts on this coaft were, Damam, 
Aflarim, Danu, St. Gens, Agazaim, Maim, Ma- 
nora, Trapor, Bacaim with the city Tana, Ca- 

ranga, 
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ranga, the city Chaul with the oppofite fortrefs 
Morro j Goa the feat of the empire of the Por- 
tugueze in the Ead, begirt with drong walls, and 
defended by fix huge cadles which defend the 
ifland on which this city is feated. Befides thofe 
and other drengths on the ifland, there were 
as you go along the coad of Malabar, the forts 
of Onor, Barcelor, Mangalor, Cananor, Cran- 
ganor, and Cochin a bilhop’s fee, Angamale 
alfo the leaf of a bifhop, and the city and fortrefs 
of Coulam near Cape Comorin. 

The next divifion, the fifth in number, con- 
tains between Cape Comorin and the Ganges, 
the dates of Coromandel and Orixa, where the 
Portugucze held the forts of Negapatam and 
Meliapor, with the city of that name, a blfhopric 
now called St. Thomas, and Mafuiapatam. 

The fixth from the Ganges to Cape Cinca- 
pura, contains the vail kingdoms of Bengala, 
Pegu, Tanazarim, with others of lefs note. 
Here they had the city of Malacca, the laft of 
their pofTefiions on the cadern continent. 

The feventh divifion between the Capes of 
Cincapura and Liampo, contains the kingdoms ol 
Pam, Lugor, Siam, Cambadia, Triompa, Co- 
chin China, and the vad extended empire ol 
China. The Portugueze traded all along thefe 
coads, from the city of Macao, the l'ole fettle- 
inent they held on all that tradt. 

In Ceylon they had the city and fortrefs of 
Columbo, thofe of Manar, Gale, and others, 
and alfo a fort in the ifland Timor, beyond Ma- 
lacca. The number of their fortrefles in all this 

tradt 
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tradt amounted to above fifty, with twenty towns 
and cities, befides a great number of villages de- 
pending on the others. 

The revenue of the cuftoms of Diu brought 
to the crown of Portugal upwards of one hundred 
thoufand crowns ; that of Goa, one hundred and 
fixty thoufand; that of Malacca, feventy thou- 
fand ; the tributes paid by feveral flates and 
princes, brought two hundred thoufand ; all 
which, with prizes and other profits uncertain, 
amounted to more than a million of the fame 
fpecies. It is thought that this revenue fhould 
have yielded two millions, were it not for the 
embezzlements of the governors who were fup- 
pofed to rob the king of half his right, as may 
be collected from the following com nutation of 
their profits. 

The forts of Zofala and Mozambique were 
worth to their governors, two hundred thoufand 
ducats each ; Mombaca, thirty thoufand ; Maf- 
cate, fifty thoufand ; Handel, twenty thoufand ; 
Diu, fixty thoufand ; the fort at the mouth of 
that river, one thoufand ; the pafs 01" Brancavara, 
one thoufand ; AfTarim, four thoufand ; Danu, 
St. Gens, Agacaim, Maim, fix hundred each ; 
Manora, fifteen hundred ; Trapor, four hun- 
dred ; Ba$aim, thirty thoufand ; Tana, four hun- 
dred ; two forts upon that river, two thoufand ; 
Chaul, eighty thoufand ; Goa, twenty thoufand ; 
the fort of Danguim, three thoufand ; St. Bias, 
one thoufand ; Agacaim, two thou land ; Bardes, 
fix thoufand ; Norea, fifteen hundred ; Rachol, 
fix hundred ; Onor, twelve thoufand ; Barcelor, 

' thirty thoufand; Mangalor, twelve thoufand ; 
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Cananor, fifteen thoufand ; Cranganor, fix thou- 
fand j Cohim, an hundred thoufand j Coulam, 
twelve thoufand ; Ncgapatam, eight thoufand j 
Mafulapatam, eight thoufand ; Meliapor or St. 
Thomas, twelve thoufand ; Malacca, fifteen 
thoufand ; Columbo, forty thoufand ; JVIanar, 
twenty-four thoufand > Gale, fixteen thoufand ; 
Solor, fixteen thoufand ; befides others of lefs 
value. 

All thefe together were worth to their gover- 
nors half a million yearly, the value computed 
for three years. There were other employments 
equally lucrative, fuch as the feveral voyages. 
That from Goa to China and Japan, was worth 
to him who commanded, an hundred thoufand 
crowns ; that from Coromandel to Malacca, 
twenty thoufand ; that from Goa to Mozam- 
bique, twenty-four thoufand j that to Ceylon, 
four thoufand. This arofe from the freight of 
goods only, the captain making as much more 
by way of trade. 

The falary of the viceroy was eighteen thou- 
fand crowns, befides the difpofal of places, which 
were all fold j but the chief objedl of their ava- 
rice was the profits arifing from their private 
trade j for whereas the king got nothing out of 
India, fome governors or viceroys have cleared, 
fome three, fome five, and fome eight hundred 
thoufand ducats. All their officers had great fa- 
laries, befides their lawful profits, and their more 
confiderable frauds, their avarice knowing no 
bounds. 
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The following account of the Portugueze pof- 
feffions in the Eaft-Indies as they ftand at this 
day, is extracted from an author, to whofe la- 
bours I have been much obliged in this eflay, and 
for which I fhall have occafion to make proper 
acknowledgments hereafter. The city of Goa 
is dill the capital, the feat of the viceroy, the 
archbifhop, and the inquifition, all of them, fays 
that gentleman, heavy burthens on an eftablifh- 
ment fo exhaufted. In the neighbourhood of 
it they ftill prclerve the illands of Salfette, Bar- 
des, Angedive, and fome others of no further 
confcquencc, than that they fupply the city of 
Goa plentifully with provifions. 

Diu, a city which formerly belonged to the 
kingdom of Guzarat, is the ftrongeft place they 
are poffeflcd of in the Eaft, and is indeed ex- 
tremely well fituated for trade. It has the ad- 
vantage of a very good port, where the Portu- 
gueze fleets were ul'ually laid up, while they pof- 
fefled the dominion of the caftcrn feas. Here it 
was tint the Moors and all other traders in the 
Indies were obliged to take their paffports, be- 
fore they were permitted to fail any further to- 
wards the Eaft. At prefent, there is little of its 
ancient traffic left, moft part having been fince 
tranflated to Surat, and the ftnall commerce ftill 


in the hands of the Poitugueze is carried on 
under the protection of gentile colours, the for- 
mer believing their effects lafer with thofe infi- 
dels, than under the flag of Portugal, formerly fo 


much refp 


acted on thofe feas. 


* 


The 



302 A NEW HISTORY of 

The port of Daman on the gulph of Cambaya, 
is ftill in a tolerable good condition, tho’ nothing 
in comparifon of what it was, the old town be- 
ing in a manner deferted, and the new not near 
fo populous, as a place of fo great extent might 
be fuppofed to be. Notwithftanding, there are 
fome manufactures of filk carried on there, par- 
ticularly filk fluffs, with which they furnifh the 
market of Goa, and thereby enable the merchants 
fettled there to carry on what flnall commerce 
they have left. 

Chaoul ftands behind the mountains on the 
fame coaft, and has a very fate and commodious 
port. Thefe arc all the places which the Portu- 
gueze poflefs on the coaft of Malabar; in other 
parts of the Indies they have few factories, and 
no eftabliftiments at all, except in the iflands of 
Timor and Solor, near the Moluccos, which they 
poffels jointly with the Dutch. Once in two or 
three years they fend a fhip from Goa to thefe 
iflands, the chief commodities whereof are, fan- 
dal wood, much efteemed in China, very good 
wax, ftones of the ifland of Solor, a fort of me- 
dicine, very little, if at all inferior to the beft 
bezoar. 

On the coaft of China they have the ifland and 
port of Macao, from whence they carry on a con- 
fiderable trade to that empire, and to the Phi- 
lippines. 

All that remains under the Portugueze domi- 
nion, from the Cape of Good Hope in Africa, 
to the city of Macao in China, is governed by a 

viceroy, 
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viceroy, with the title of captain general, who 
refides at Goa, the Portugueze metropolis in the 
Indies. There are fix, and fometimes eight de- 
fembargadores or judges, that attend the govern- 
ment in quality of council or a fovereign court, 
who adminifler juifice in all caufes, civil and cri- 
minal, having power over all minifters. Before 
this court are brought all appeals from other parts 
of their Indian dominions. The viceroy pre- 
lides, and is feated under a canopy, as the other 
judges are upon benches. The council de fa- 
cada, is like our court of exchequer, where one 
of thole judges fits as prefident, reprefenting- the 
viceroy, whole deputy he is. Thus the pomp 
and fplendor of their government is Hill kept up, 
notwithstanding its extent is conliderably lef- 
fened, and its power and credit in fome fort en- 
tirely funk. Nor has the number of their go- 
vernments been at all reduced, tho’ they are 
now no way conliderable, excepting for the rank 
they communicate to fuch as enjoy them, who 
bear the title of generals. The general of Ormuz, 
for inltancc, has four fliips under his command j 
the general ol the north governs the fmall towns 
on the Malabar coaft ; the general of Salfette fu- 
perintends that illand, with a territory of about 
fifteen miles in extent ; the general of China is 
governor of Macao, and the abfolute vaffal of the 
Chincfe. There is bclides a general of the illands 
of Timor and Solor, who relides in a fortrefs 
wretchedly fortified, and whofe power is fo in- 
conliderable, that even the Portugueze there 

, fcarcc 
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fcarce pay him any manner of obedience. Add 
to thefe the general of Goa, whofe fundion is, 
to take care of the channels between the i (lands, 
and to prevent clandestine or contraband trading. 
Bttt the beft of all their governments which be- 
long to the Indies, is that of Mozambique, an 
iiland lituated near the coaft of Africa, in the la- 
titude of fifteen degrees fouth, within half a 
league of the continent. They have a Strong fort 
here, which commands the channel by means 
of feventy pieces of hiafs cannon, and a Strong 
garrifon. The governor has the title of general 
of the liver Senna, whue his lieutenant refidca, 
and thefe employments have been reckoned to 
be worth to him feveral hundred thoufand crowns 
yearly. The merchandize brought to Mozam- 
bique in the Ships of the company, arc bought by 
the royal fadory at a fet price, and arc aStei wasds 
fent to Chelimani, the mouth of the rivci running 
three hundred miles along the coaft, thro’ which 
thefe goods are conveyed in galliots and Small 
velTels, on account of the Slats: fiom Chelimani 
they are fent up the river againft the Stream, in 
fmall boats, which are ten days in going up, and 
five generally in coming down. The bLeks or 
Cafres, refort to this port fiom kingdom, and 
provinces three or four months journey off, to 
buy goods, thefe they take upon truil to pay 
in gold, which they perform the following ^ ear 
with the utmoft punctuality. This trade yields 
cent, per cent, fo that the Portugueze may be 
laid to have another India in Africa. 


riftecn 
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Fifteen days journey from hence lies SofaW 
where thePortugueze have another eftablifhment, 
fubjeft to that of Mozambique, and here a pro- 
digious trade is carried on, whereof that nation 
either are, or might be mafters. It confilts chiefly 
in gold, whereof this country produces greater 
quantities than any other place in the univerfe, 
the annual produce of it being computed to 
amount to forty-fix thoufand ounces, by the beft 
judges. The Portuguese imports are Spanifli and 
Canary wines in vaft quantities, oil, filks, linens, 
cottons, coral, and other European goods, which 
are fold to the inhabitants of the little kingdom 
of Sofala, who carry them thio’ all the great 
empire of Monomotapa, by the Portugueze ftiled 
the golden empire, fiom the prodigious great 
quantities of that fo much coveted metal they 
draw from thence. Befidcs this of gold, there 
are other valuable commodities which the negroes 
bring hither to fell, fuch as ebony, the moft ex- 
cellent in the world, ivory in great quantities, 
abundance of fine mats, much efteemed in the 
Indies, and vaft numbers of thofe miferable 
wretches condemned to flavery by human ava- 
rice, fo that Goa, and all other Portugueze fettle- 
ments arc furnifhed from hence. 

The Dutch attempted Mozambique in the year 
fixteen hundred and five, without fuccefs ; and 
two years afterwards they attacked it a fccond 
time, with no better fortune, except that they 
took a fleet of Portugueze (hips richly laden, 
which paid the expence of the expedition. Thii,.- 
V01.II. X, , riefyg 
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rich trade has however fuffered considerably by 
the conqueff the Arabs made of Mombaga, and 
5 other places, which gives them an opportunity 
of Supplying the Africans with European com- 
modities, which they purchafe in different parts 
of the Indies. 

With refpedt to that part of this trade which 
the Portugueze ftill retain, the gold obtained 
thereby is fent to Goa and Diu, where it is coined 
into fmall pieces called St. Thomas’s, which are 
not worth half a crown of our money. This 
coin is alfo faid to be of a bafer alloy than any 
other in the Indies ; they are now become fcarce, 
being coined in lefs quantities every year. 

Thefe poffeflions are faid to produce little or 
nothing to the crown of Portugal, it having been 
debated more than once in the council of that 
prince, whether it were not more for the intereft 
of the nation to abandon all their fettlements in 
the Indies ; and it has been alledged, that nothing 
but religious motives were the caufe why that 
counfel was not followed, the priefts remonftrat- 
ing, that by this hafty ftep, multitudes of fouls 
muft be for ever loft to the church. This de- 
fign will be lefs apt to furprize us, when we re- 
flect what has been affirmed upon very good au- 
thority, that one fliip of a moderate burden 
would ferve to carry on all the trade that at pre- 
fers fubfifts between Goa and Lifbon. 

But a late regulation made at Goa, whereby 

K e trade from that capital to Macao on the coaft 
‘ Chinafand to Mozambique in Africa, has 

• been 
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been given up to an exclufivc company, has, to- 
gether with the rapine and avarice of the gover- 
nors, given the laft blow to the commerce of the 
Portugueze in theEaft. It is notwithftanding 
pail all controverfy, that the cftabliihments which 
that nation ftill poffefs in the Indies, give them 
an opportunity to retrieve in a great meafure their" 
decayed power and wealth. The port of Diu is 
perhaps the moil advantageous poil for com- 
merce of any in thofe parts, which with proper 
application would foon rival Surat, and in all 
probability recover great part of the Arabian and 
Perfian trade, fo long loil to the Portugueze. Be- 
ll des, they have ftill feveral factories on the do- 
minions of the king of Bifnagar, and all along 
that coaft, which would render it very eaiy to 
re-eftabliih their commerce in the heart of India, 
at the lame time, that the port of Macao would 
furniih them with the means of fupplying the 
Chinefe market as cheap, if not cheaper than any 
other European nation whatever, their colony at 
Mozambique ferving the fame purpofes, as that 
at the Cape of Good Hope does with refpedt tp 
the Dutch, or St. Helena to the Englilh. But all 
thefe advantages avail nothing to a nation, who 
not only want all the qualities requiiite to make 
a proper ufe of , them, but on the contrary, are 
tainted with thofe vices which mull infallibly 
overturn the bell eftabliilied fettlements in thf 
world. 
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BOOK II. 

• Hijlory of the eftablifhment of the Dutch 
comynerce in the Eaft-Indies. 

T H E rigour of the SpanUh government, 
and terrors of the inquifition, occafioned 
the revolt of the Seven Provinces, and gave rife 
to a commonwealth, which by the fuddenefs of 
its growth, and its prodigious naval power; ftruck 

the 
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the world with aftonifhment. They had been 
for fo me time in polTcffion of the navigation of 
almoft all Europe, and amongft others, they were 
the carriers of all the rich commodities of the 
Indies, which they bought of the Portugueze, 
or carried on their account over all the northern 
kingdoms, when Philip the fecond, becoming 
matter of Portugal, interdicted them from this 
commerce. Liberty, the azylum from the cruelties 
of the Spaniards which their country afforded, 
and immunities from heavy imports upon trade, 
brought thither a multitude of merchants, filled 
the country with money, and in the different 
branches of trade which they carried on, bred 
up numbers of mariners, whofe experience and 
boldnefs enabled them to carry into execution 
almoft any fort of naval undertaking, however 
difficult, with fuccefs. Thefe merchants, who 
lived and fubfifted by traffic, bethought them- 
felves how to lepair the lofs of this branch, and 
it was this fuggefted the fcheme of carrying on 
a trade directly to the Eaft-Indies. 

The firft attempt of this kind was to fail into 
India by the north eaft : but this was not attended 
with fuccefi, any more than thofe endeavours 
fince ufed to difcover that paflage. The mer- 
chants who had retired from the Spanifh Low- 
Countries after the taking of Antwerp, under- 
ftanding beft the nature of this commerce, ad- 
vifed the taking into their fervice thofe mariners 
and pilots who had been bred up under Drake, 
\Candifh, and other famous Englifh commanders 
who had fignalized themfelves by noble and ha- 

X 3 zardous 
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iardous adventures on the ocean. The inforrrta- 
lions of thole men, who had feen moll, if not alt 
the regions of the known world, gave them fuel! 
an advantageous idea of the immenfe profits of 
that commerce as difpofed them to undertake it. 
They fucceeded in it in this manner. 

A certain Dutchman, whofe name was Cor- 
nelius Houtman, happening to be in Portugal* 
Was very inquilitive to know what courfe the Por- 
tugueze held in failing to the Indies, and what- 
ever related to the trade, nature, or hiftory of 
the country, a fort of difeourfe very natural to 
feafaring men. All fuch enquiries were prohi- 
bited to foreigners by the government, and the 
Portugueze informed the court of the condudt of 
the Dutchman. Houtman was imprifoned, and 
fentenced to pay a heavy fine for his rcleafe. In 
thefe circumftanccs he addrelfed himfelf to the 
merchants of Amfterdam, promiling, if they 
would pay his ranfom, to put them in polfellion 
of the fecret of the route to the Indies, and 
whatever related to that rich trade. The mer- 
chants relieved Houtman, and he performed what 
he had undertaken. 

Houtman’s difeoveries being taken into confi- 
deration, the project was once more refolved 
upon, and a company different from the laft was 
erected, under the title of The company for the trade 
of retnote countries . The former undertakers had 
determined on the route of the north-eaft, on 
account of the Ihortnefs and fafety of that paf- 
fage, and alfo becaufe it was more healthy, as 
they thereby evited palling under the equinoctial. 

But 



3 »* 


the EAST-INDIES. 

But the uncertainty of that of the north-eaft 
determined the new directors, to fend the 1 $97 
four fhips intended for this expedition into the 
Indies, by the way of the Cape of Good Hope. 
In two years thefe fhips returned, tho* not with 
immenfe profit, yet with what was fufficient to 
determine the owners and others to profecute the 
defign. The new adventurers uniting with the 
laft company, eight fhips were fent out for In- 
dia. Some merchants of Zealand fet on foot a 
defign of the fame nature. Thofe of Rotterdam, 
fpurred forward by thofe examples, formed alfo 
a company, and fent their fhips to the Indies 
thro’ the ftraits of Magellan, and acrofs the fouth- 
ern or Pacific ocean. The merchants of Am- 
fterdam fitted out a new fleet for the Indies with- 
out waiting the return of thofe they had already 
fent thither ; and four of thde laft^ which had 
now arrived in Holland, were no fooner unloaded, 
than they were fent back on the fame defign. 

Another company was formed at Amfterdam, 
and four of their fhips, with as many of thofe 
of the old company, failed together for the 
Eaft, and all of them returned heavy with 
riches in two vears after they fet out. Before their 
arrival the new company had fent two fhips 
more, with which failed fix belonging to 1 
the old company, all returning with fuccefs to 
their refpeclive ports. Thus you fee with what 
vigour the Dutch carried on their firft attempts 
in the India trade. Thefe fucceffes occafioned 
more fhips to be fitted out from Amfterdam, 
Zealand, and other places ; from tlrc firft failed 
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thirteen fhips, fome of which were defined for 
the Moluccos. 

The Spaniards, enraged that a few merchants, 
rebels to their Hate, fhould thus fuccefsfully rob 
them of the moll valuable branch of their com- 
merce, fitted out a ftrong fquadron to chaftife 
them. It confifted of thirty fhips of war, and 
meeting the Dutch, fet upon them with prodi- 
gious fury. The Dutch were not daunted at 
their inequality in numbers and force ; they en- 
gaged the Spaniards with fo much warmth and 
courage, that they were glad to let them pafs. 

, Next year three fhips richly laden from the In- 
dies, brought advice, that the king of Achen 
had attempted to feize two of the fhips belong- 
ing to Holland, that the fhips had. got off, but 
that feveral of the men were made prifoners, and 
that Cornelius Houtman had been killed in the 
adventure. The fame year, Peter Van Caerden on 
his way to the Indies, arriving in the port of 
Achen, ignorant of what l ad happened, was ex- 
pofed to the fame danger. A francifcan friar, 
who refided there in quality of a Portugueze 
envoy, and who had for that end come from the 
Moluccos, fpirited up the king againft the Dutch 
captain and preffed him to feize his fhip. The 
attempt failed, and the king afterwards acknow- 
ledged that he had been feduced by the perfua- 
fion of the monk. Wherefore the next year’s 
. fleet was extremely well received, and the king 
having procured them a very rich lading, fent 
ambafladors aboard for Holland. This fleet made 
pr^e of a Portugueze ciurack. From hence we 
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may date the commencement of hoftilities be- 
tween the Dutch and Portugueze, which laft 
fuffered for being then fubjedted to the crown of 
Spain : the Dutch for that reafon treating them 
every where as enemies. 

The Spaniards finding themfelves unequal to 
their enemies, had recourfe to rtratagem, brand- 
ing their rivals, as a nation void of faith and ho- 
nour, befides their being known pirates; and they 
caufed their emiflaries to found this report in the 
ears of all the princes in the Indies. In fine, 
they omitted nothing to effedt their ruin. 

The States General being informed of thefe 
proceedings, in order to convince the eaftern na- 
tions of the injuftice of thofe calumnies, granted 
commifiions to all fhips trading to the Eaft ; by 
which commifiions they were impowered not 
only to adt upon the defenfive, but alfo to invade 
and exercife hoftilities upon whofoever fhould 
in any way moleft, or interrupt their commerce. 
James Heemfkirk, inverted with thefe powers, 
fet fail from Bantam with two fhips for Ichor, 
and falling in with a Portugueze orSpanifh car- 
rack, that is, a fliip of prodigious burden, as fhe 
was returning for Macao on the coart of China, 
with upwards of feven hundred men aboard, at- 
tacked her, and after a weak defence by the 
Portugueze, obliged them to ftrike, and afk 
quarter. This beginning feemed to foretell the 
decline of the Portugueze power, and fhewed 
the difference between the officers now employed 
in their fervicc, and thofe gallant chiefs, whofe 
bravery and glorious .adlions had . purchafed to 

their 
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their country the empire of the Eaft. The Dutch 
behaved with a modefty and moderation very 
different from that pride and infolence, which 
either their own fucceffes fince have occafioned, 
or which the envy of other European nations 
has unjuftly condemned them for. So great was 
their humanity to their prifoners, and with fo 
much honour did they behave in every thing 
that related to them, that the Spanifh governors 
at Malacca, and in the Moluccos, gave them am- 
ple teftimonials of their kindnefs and generality, 
a character ' the more undoubted as proceeding 
from theiF rivals and enemies. This good con- 
duct contributed in a great meafure to the fuccefs 
of their defigns, by wiping off the imputation 
of piracy, and gaining them the character of a 
humane and generous nation amongft the eaftern 
princes j an advantage by fo much the greater, as 
the Portugueze were already of a long time hated 
for the weight and feverity of their yoke. Be- 
fides, this fuccefs was of very great importance 
in another refpedt : the immenfe riches of their 
prize giving them a far different idea of the 
wealth and confequence of that traffic, in which 
they had but newly embarked, and encouraging 
thofe who had not as yet any fhare in the new 
trade, to engage in adventures attended with fuch 
evident appearance of advantage. 

The States General, at a lofs for fupplies to 
carry on the war againft Philip the fecond of 
Spain, who continued his hoftilities again It them 
more by the vaft treafures he conftantly 
drew from his* American dominions than by his 

own 
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own proper force, with a view to cut off this fource 
of power from their enemy, refolved to infeft the 
navigation of the Spaniards in the South feas. To 
which purpofe, commiffions were given to all 
fuch private adventurers as were willing to con- 
tribute, or to go upon thofe expeditions : this 
nation thus wifely interefting particulars in the 
defence and profperity of the public, a conduct 
which more haraffed and damaged the trade and 
power of Spain, than all the public endeavours 
of thofe eftates had ever done. Oliver Van Nort, 
an experienced and able feaman, had been fent 
out by way of the ftraits of Magellan, on an 
entcrprize of this fort, and returning by the 
route of the Eaft-Indies, acquired the glory of 
being the firft Hollander who had ever fur- 
rounded the world, befides the reputation he 
gained againft the enemy, and the wealth he 
brought home to his employers. The fuccefs of 
the Dutch in all manner of naval expeditions, 
drew to Am^erdam a vaft number of rich mer- 
chants, the mod experienced and famous com- 
manders from all parts #f Europe, and had very 
great confequences with refpedt to the advance- 
ment of their power in the Eaft. Their naval 
enterprizes were thus attended with a conftant 
funfhine, and the trade of the Indies Houriihed 
in a furprifing manner, when a piece of ill po- 
licy hitherto overlooked, or not much felt, threat- 
ened the new commerce with total ruin. Till 
this time all merchants feemed to have been free 
to enter into whatever aflbeiations, and, to form 
thdmfelves into companies, as they thought pro- 
per. 
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per, or moft likely to be conducive to their par- 
ticular interefts. In the mean time, a multitude 
jof; companies were formed, which, as they were 
rivals in interest, were naturally enemies, and no 
fbrt of harmony or good underftanding fubfifted 
between them. Ships were fitted out by feveral 
foeieties, whofe deftinations were for the fame 
ports, and their cargoes confiding of affortments, 
glutted the markets with the fame commodities, 
and difcouraged all the adventurers by the lofs on 
the fales, or the ft agnation of their capitals. The 
States General feeing thefe evils, and taking into 
their confideration the proper methods to prevent 
thethreatened ruin of this favourite trade, onwhich 


they anchored their fondeft hopes, and which w as 
the moft folid refource of the ft ate, called together 
at the Hague the directors of all the different 
companies, and obliged them by the public au- 
thority, to join and reunite into one body corpo- 
rate, all the different affociations formed for the 
carrying on the trade to the Eaft-Indies. This 
treaty of uirion was then fettled wiflh the confent 
and approbation of the Spates General, and a pa - 
tent granted, the indulgences and privileges where- 
of were to continue for twenty-one years, con- 
firming what had been done, and giving it the 
ian&ion of the public authority. 

Things bciqg thus fettled, the company ad- 


vatj&pd by rapid fteps ; numbers of the richeft 
jj£p|bs in the ftate added their ftocks to its ca- 
jpk^,- \vhich now amounted to fix millions fix 
liun^ped thoufand florins. They had now reafon 
ldi‘.diiierta’in the vafteft hopes ; wherefore a new 

fleet 


i 
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fleet confifting of fourteen great fhips put to" feai 
in the month of June, fixteen hundred and two, 
under the command of a chief called Wybrant 
Van Warwyk. The year after brought them 
an account, that five of their (flips were already 
upon their way homewards, together with the 
news of what had palled before at Bantam be- 
tween the admirals of Spain and Holland. Don 
Andreas Tertado de Mendoza, the Spanilh com- 
mander, had formed the defign to drive the Dutch 
out of the Indies ; wherefore coming to an en- 
gagement with the Dutch admirals, Harmanz and 
Bower, he was beat by the latter, who purfued 
their courfe to the Moluccos, where they ar- 
rived at different times. The fame yatch brought 
the news of another engagement which happened 
at the Moluccos, with different fuccefs. James 
Van Neck, engaging three Portugueze (hips, was 
obliged to Iheer off with the lols of feveral of 
his men, himfelf wounded : Ihe alfo informed 
them, that James Heemlkirk had taken a Por- 
tugueze carrack. Thefe proceedings being known, 
a new fleet was fitted out, confifting of thirteen 
fliips, which fet fail the eighteenth of Decem- 
ber, under the flag of Stephen Vander Hagen. 

Thefe hoftilities of the Dutch, and their grow- 
ing power, llrengthened and augmented by the 
new commerce, provoked the king of Spain. 
Wherefore, in the year fixteen hundred and five, 
he iffued forth a declaration, by which he threat- 
ened the fevereft punilhment to whofoever of the 
United Provinces Ihould prefume on pretence of 
trade,- or any other caul'o, to enter the dominions 

of 
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of Spain, or fail to the Ea ft or Weft-Indies. 
This edidt had not the intended effedt, rather 
haftening the downfal of the Portugueze power 
in the Eaft. For the Dutch, inftead of being 
daunted with thole threats, took frclh courage, 
and went on with indefatigable application and 
vigour, in purfuit of their defign. Immediately was 
fitted out a fleet of eleven great (hips, fit equally 
for the purpofes of trade or of war. The com- 
mander was Cornelius Matelief. This fleet dif- 
patched, a fecond of eight fhips was with incre- 
dible diligence fet upon the flocks. This fqua- 
dron was manned with great numbers of hardy 
and experienced failors, and a body of infantry 
was Ihipped on board of it, who were engaged, 
if need were, to remain in garrifon in the Indies. 
Paul Van Caerden commanded this force. 

Soon after two fhips of the fiift of the pre- 
ceding equipments, brought home a rich cargo 
of cloves and other fpices. They brought advice 
that Vander Hagen was following them with 
great difpatch. He accordingly ariived in the 
month of July. This admiral, befldes making 
prize of feveral Spaiiifli and Portugueze fhips, 
had reduced the fortrefs of Ambovnu under the 
power of the republic, demolifhed that at Tidore, 
and entirely expelled the two nations out of all 
their pofleffions and fttong holds in the Molucco 
iflands. Hereupon enfued a hot difpute between 
the republic and the king of England ; the for- 
mer accuflng 4 the Englnh of fuppiying the Spa- 
niards with warlike flores. 
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' In Odober following, three of the company’s 
fhips arrived in Europe with advice, that Wy- 
brant Van Warwyk was upon his way home 
with a rich cargo, and a Spanifh carrack he had 
taken at Patane. He came to an anchor in the 
ports of Holland in the fpring of the year, tixteen 
hundred and, feven. The winter preceding two 
{hips had been fent into the Indies under the 
command of John Janfz Moldie, to whom au- 
thors afcribe the conqueft of the fort at Tidore. 

A negociation was now fet on foot in the Ne- 
therlands in order to a peace, whether with fin- 
cerity or only to gain time. The Spaniards ftarted 
a warm difpute about the rights and pretentions 
of both nations, to the trade and navigation in 
the Indies, and upon this point the principal con- 
ferences in this, affair turned. The Spaniards were 
anfwered by the remonftrances which the com- 
pany had caufed to be drawn up, and tranfmitted 
to the StatesGeneral,and to the mediating powers, 
in order to determine the republic to a refolution, 
which was at the fame time the intereft of the 
whole body of the ftate ; that was, that no con- 
defcenfions fhould be made on that head. In 
order to convince at once the Spaniards, and all 
mankind, of their firm refolution of never yield- 
ing any of thofe advantages which their good 
fortune had given them in the eaftern world, a 
new fquadron confiffing of thirteen*, ihips was 
fitted out, under the command of Peter Willam- 
fen Verhoven, who had already given the»,mofl: 
fignal proofs of his courage and abilities in the 
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engagement at Gibraltar, where he a£ted as vice- 
admiral under the illuftrious Heemfkirk. 

In fine, neither party confenting to recede 
from a point which both looked upon to be fun- 
damental, it was found impoffible to adjuft it, 
, and therefore the States of Holland, after fully 
advifing the matter, made offer to the Spaniards of 
the following propofal : that if the king of Spain 
refufed to content to their polfeffing a fliare in the 
trade to India, in the treaty of peace, he would 
agree to let them continue that traffic by a truce 
for a certain number of yeais ; or elfe, in cafe 
neither of thefe expedients were agreed to, that 
all affairs beyond the tropic of Cancer fhould re- 
main upon the fame bottom on which they then 
flood, and that both, or either party, were at li- 
berty to continue hoftilities beyond thofe boun- 
daries, or to do whatever they fhould judge for 
their particular advantage. This laft propofition 
was the moft acceptable to the Spanifh court, a 
truce of twelve years duration was agreed to, and 
it was concluded upon certain conditions, that the 
Portugueze and Dutch fhould continue to live in 
mutual peace, and to traffic wherever they 
thought proper. 

This peace had been in agitation without ever 
coming to any fixed determination, till the year 
fixteen hundred and eight. This year admiral 
Matelief arrived from the Indies, where he had 
befieged Malacca, but had been obliged to break 
gap from before it, in order to give battle to the 
Mrtugueze fleet, which had come to its relief. 
w He 
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He had notwithftanding concluded an alliance 
with the king of Johor. The year following, 
Hudfon, a very expert pilot and navigator, was 
lent out upon an expedition which did not fuc- 
ceed ; this was to attempt the north-eaft or north- 
weft paflage to China from Europe. Next fum- 
mer faw the arrival of four rich ftiips from In- 
dia, which brought advice, that tho’ Ternate llill 
owned the Spanifti dominion, the forces of the 
republic had however overcome Machian, a 
prince of the Molucco iflands, and that there 
was reafon to hope the expul fion of the Spaniards 
from the former. 

Advice was now difpatched for the Indies, with 
confent of the king of Spain and the archduke, 
to acquaint the people of both parties in thofe 
remote climes, with the treaty and truce lately 
concluded and proclaimed at home. Towards 
the end of the year, Peter Borth conducted a 
fquadron into the eaftern feas, when the foldiers 
and feamen by a new indulgence were permitted 
to carry their wives and children along with 
them. 

This was the truce by which the new repub- 
lic of the United Provinces were firft owned by 
the other powers of Europe, for a lawful and in- 
dependent ftate. The effedls 6f this ncgociation 
was no lefs advantageous to them in the Eaft, by 
laying afleep once more the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese, who had begun to recover their fpirits, 
and to defend thcmfelves with new vigour. Don 
Juan de Silva commanded for the king of Spain 
in the Philippines. Such were the courage and 
Vol. II. Y condcdt 
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conduct of this chief, that no advantages were 
to be gained whilft hp pofleffed the government. 

' Receiving intelligence, that a Dutch fquadron 
. commanded by an admiral whofe name was Wil- 
lert, infefted thofe feas, where they had done 
considerable damage to the commerce, and were 
Still cruizing for the fame purpofe ; he drew to- 
gether fuch velfels as were neareft, on which he 
embarked his own guards, in order to fcour the 
coafts of thofe enemies. Coming up with the 
Hollanders, he engaged them with incredible 
fury, and took three of four Ships which formed 
this fleet, their admiral having his head carried 
off by a cannon Shot in the beginning of the 
fight, in which one hundred and* twenty-five of 
his men were killed. This action happened on 
the twenty-fifth of April, fixteen hundred and 
ten. The Spaniards taking advantage of this 
fuccefs, purfued their blow, reduced the ifland of 
Tidore, and appeared before that of T ernate. The 
inhabitants of Banda, encouraged by thefe advan- 
tages, revolting from the Dutch, furprifed their 
general Verb oft, whom they put to the fword 
with all that were with him. 

\[an Caerden was at this time in the Indian 
feas. This admiral believing that his prefence 
only was fufficient *to put a flop to thofe growing 
evils, embarked himfelf aboard a fmall veflel with 
^twenty-five men, and with this force he pro- 
ceeded for Banda. A Spanifh veflel met him on 
^'fiis way : they engage, and the Dutch floop is 
taken, the admiral, who was unwilling to pay for 
Jiis ranfom the ifland* of Machian, and' thirty 

thoufand 
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thoufand ducats in money befides, the terms th$ 
conquerors infilled on, being carried prifoner to the 
Philippines. The news of thofe ill fuccefles was 
what occafioned the Dutch company to fend 
Borth with his fquadron into the Eafl. 

Amongfl other projects for the advancing an 
eftablifhment which had fo univcrfal a paffion as 
gain for its objedt, they came to a refolution, to 
try whether they could not obtain fome (hare in 
the trade to Japan. This undertaking had the 
fuccefs they expedied from it, their ambafladors 
or envoys, Spex and Segerfon, obtaining all the 
advantages they fought for of the emperor, who 
admitted them to an audience on the tenth of 
Augult, fixteen hundred and eleven. The Spa- 
niards and Portugueze'threw all poflible obflacles 
in the way, but to no effedt. 

Amidfl this profperity a new evil arofe at 
home. This was the practice of flock-jobbing, 
a mifehief then but new, and which was in its 
infancy attended with fome of thofe monflrous 
ill confequcnces which other nations have fince 
felt from it. The States, ever vigilant for the fuc- 
pefs and advancement of trade, and particularly 
this favourite branch, fet themfelves to remedy 
this public grievance, which was accordingly re- 
medied by a placard of the twenty-feventh of 
February, fixteen hundred and ten. The May 
following four fhips proceeded for the Indies; 
thefe were followed by a flrong fquadron, which 
failed from the Texel in December, under the 
command of Adrian Block Martz. When they 
were come as far as the Cape de Verde illands, a 

Y 2 fquadron 
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fquadron of feventeen Spanifh fhips of war came 
down upon them. A bloody and obftinate en- 
gagement enfued, both fides contending for ho- 
nour and victory, till their fbips were torn in a ter- 
rible manner, and almoft fhattered to pieces. The 
Spaniards were worfted, there being no more 
than four of their fhips in a condition to make 
fail when the battle ended. The Dutch no fooner 
heard this news than they difpatched two (hips 
more after them with materials for repairing the 
damage they might have fuftained. Thus the 
power of the Dutch company arrived at that 
height, that in the fpace of two years (1613 and 
1614) twenty-feven fhips were fitted out on dif- 
ferent occafions. This fuccels will dill more evi- 
dently appear from the dividends made for eight 
years confecutive on their eftabliihment. In the 
year fixteen hundred and five, was paid to the 
proprietors a dividend of fifteen per cent. The 
following year they received feventy-five per cent, 
a prodigious profit. The year after forty per 
per cent. Next year produced twenty per cent, 
profit. The fummer next enfuing, twenty-five. 
And the autumn fucceeding that, they had a profit 
amounting to fifty in the hundred. In the month 
of May which followed two years after, the pro- 
fits divided to thofe who had flock in the com- 
pany, amounted to thirty-feven for every hun- 
dred fo employed. 

This flourifhing condition of the company 
occafioned the equipping of a ftrong fquadron in 
the year fixteen hundred and fifteen. It was in- 
tended to cruize upon the Spaniards in the South- 

feas. 
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feas, after palling the ftraits of Magellan, from 
whence they might have an eafy paffage to the 
Indies, where they were unexpectedly to fall up- 
on the Spaniards in thofe parts. Mean time the 
war went on in the Indies, the Spaniards exert- 
ing themfelves to prefervc and extend their con- 
quers in the Moluccos, a matter of fo much 
greater confequence to that nation, becaufe of 
their near fituation to their empire in the Weft, 
from which it was eafy to form and preferve a 
communication. 

John de Silva, the Spanifli commander, lay 
under great difficulties, by reafon of the con- 
tinual quarrels between the Spaniards and the 
Portugueze, on which account the latter were 
extremely backward in fending the neceffary 
fuccours to that leader. Verhagen the Dutch 
admiral, being informed of the fituation of the 
Spaniards, refolvcd to lay hold of this opportu- 
nity to harrafs them. Wherefore, gathering toge- 
ther a confiderable force, he fet out for the coafts 
of Malacca, where he intended to wait the Por- 
tugueze galleons that were coming to the affift- 
ance of Silva, At length the fuccours appear, 
with a confiderable body of troops on board, 
which however did not divert the Dutchman 
from his purpofe. He attacked them with in- 
trepidity, funk the largeft with all on board her, 
took the lecond, and drove the others afhorc, 
with very little iofs to the conquerors. A rich 
fleet of four fliips, whofe* cargoes confifted 
chiefly in fpices, to the value of three millions 
of ducats, brought the news of this vidtory to 
Holland. They arrived in the autumn of the 

Y 3 year 
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year fixteen hundred and fixteen, foon after which 
the company were informed, that the prince of 
Ternate, with the afliftancc of the English fet- 
tled on his illand, had driven the Spaniards out 
of all their poffeflions in the Moluccos j and thus 
that nation entirely loft the fpice trade, for which 
they had long ana ftrenuoufly ftruggled with the 
Portugueze. 

The year preceding this, Ifaac de Maire, with 
feme other merchants, affociated themfelves, in 
order fraudently to interfere with the trade of the 
company* and (hare in its profits. For this pur- 
poie they fitted out two (hips under the com- 
mand of Cornelius William Schouten, and James 
le Maire, who proceeding for the South-leas, 
found out a new paffage into the Pacific ocean, 
which paffage from the difeoverer obtained the 
name of the (traits of Le Maire. From hence 
eroding the fouthern ocean, they failed* as far as 
the Moluccos, from thence they proceeded to 
Batavia, where their (hips were (topped and fe- 
queftered on account of their infringing the pri- 
vileges contained in the company’s patent. The 
company differed confiderably at this time, from 
the frauds of thofe who retailed the fpices they 
had imported, the (hopkeepers mixing certain 
powders with thofe commodities, whereby they 
came to lofe their character. The States in- 
formed of this abufe by the company, iffued a 
placard, by which tfiefe embezzlements were for- 
bid for the future. 

In the year fixteen hundred and feventeen, 
George Van Spilbergen returned, after having 

failed 
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failed round the world, which navigation he per- 
formed in the {pace of two years. Schouten and 
Le Maire, who had fet out in the fame year with 
himfelf, embarked aboard his fhip for Holland. 
The latter did not live to fee his own country, for 
he died in his paffage. 

This year a placard was publifhed, prohibiting 
feamen from going into the fervice of other ftates 
or princes, to which they had been allured by 
promifes of great encouragement and indulgence, 
out of envy or emulation of the Dutch company's 
fortunate fucceffes. Ten fhips with very rich 
cargoes, valued at fix or lcven millions, arriving 
from the Indies in the years fixteen hundred 
eighieen and nineteen, added to the profperity 
of this body of traders. This addition to 
their wealth encouraged them to defend their 
acquisitions, and to annoy their enemies by 
making reprifals. The diligence and love of 
Laurence Real to his country, a perfon of great 
knowledge in the affairs of his profeffion, and 
withal of great prudence, contributed in a great 
meafure to the advancement of their affairs. 
He ferved the company for nine years in the In- 
dies, where he had been honoured with the fu- 
preme command. He returned to Holland in 
the year fixteen hundred and twenty. 

The company, fenfiblc of the vaft incrcafe of 
their power, which began to render them indepen- 
dent of their old allies, thought of nothing now 
but how they might beft promote their own ad- 
vantage, let who will fuffer by the attempt. This 
determined them to engage in the .war of Java, 

Y a. where 
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where they were t>ppofed by the Englifh, as well 
as by the natives of the country. This war being 
carried on with great obftinacy, notwithftanding 
the Ioffes they fuffered in it, had at laft a favour- 
able iffuei they overcame both their enemies, 
reduced the ifland of Jacatra, and fettled the 
colony of Batavia, the feat of the Dutch power, 
and the capital of their empire in the Indies. 
The States General contributed to this important 
fettlement with all their power, an advantage 
which the Englifh company at that time wanted, 
whether from the nature of their government, fo 
much inclined to monarchy and the Iefs impor- 
tant concerns of a court ignorant of the advan- 
tages of this trade, *or to their want of power at 
that time to give the merchants the protcdlion 
they wanted in fo precious a conjuncture. It is 
from this fettlement, that writers date the rile of 
that aflonilhing power and influence that nation 
at this day enjoys in tire Eart, and which lias 
rendered their Eaft-Jndia company the envy and 
wonder of the world, this body being in point 
of wealth, power, and dominion, equal to the 
greateft ftates. 

From this time the company enjoyed a fort of 
fovereign power in the Indies, making treaties 
and alliances with the princes around. They 
gave commifiions inverting their officers with 
the rank, and powers, and authority of generals, 
governours, commanders in chief, with appoint- 
ments fufficicnt for maintaining the grandeur and 
dignity of thole places. And tho’ the States Ge- 
neral were ^ fenfible that thofe independent 

power- 
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powers were fcarce compatible with the fyftem 
s of the Dutch conftitution, they notwithftanding 
Jpverlooked this inconvenience, bccaufe they be- 
lieved this fhew of magnificence and authority 
was ufeful to preferve the refpedt and obedience 
of the people of the Eaft, who were ever ac- 
cuftomed to fuch* pageantry. Befides, the repub- 
licans in Holland were pleafed to behold a new 
commonwealth arifing in the Indies, where the 
Orange family had no power or influence as in 
Europe. And tho’ they magnified the houfe of 
Orange to the Indian princes, whom they per- 
fuaded that this was one of the moft auguft royal 
families in all Europe, a conduct arifing from po- 
licy on}y, yet the directors of the company con- 
tinued'to adminiftcr its affairs in a manner almoft 
independent of thegovernment ofthcStates Gene- 
ral. Befides the factions which at that time pre- 
vailed in Holland, occupying the cares of the go- 
vernment, prevented them from examining any 
unconftitutional proceedings in the Indies and 
the vail flow of wealth which this trade brought 
into the nation, and extended its power fo much, 
made it to be efteemed a very impolitic ftep to 
endeavour at lelfening the intereft or credit of a 
company, whole trade was fo beneficial to the 
whole community. And further, both parties 
were in hopes of profiting by the acknowledge- 
ments of the company for fuch indulgences as 
might be fhewn to them by their means, at the 
renewal of their charter, the term of which was 
now upon the point of expiring, tho.’ this was 
perhaps the ‘propereft if. not the only juncture, 

j wherein 
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wherein the remedy of any overlooked abufes 
was practicable. The company therefore profit- 
ing by the contention of the factions, inftead of 
diminifliing or lofing any of her privileges or 
powers, obtained a new charter, in which all 
her former advantages were augmented, and new 
privileges added to thofe die already enjoyed. 

The vaft fuccefs which had almoft in an un- 
interrupted manner attended this company, fo 
raifed their credit that a new eftablifhment was 
projected, wherein the body fo incorporated 
fhould have the foie privilege of trading to the 
Weft, as the other company had to the Eaft-Jn- 
dies. The opposition of the company of the 
Eaft, was the caufe why this fcheme did not ad- 
vance with all the rapidity which might have 
been expeCted from fo juft a foundation, and fe- 
veral alterations and amendments were made in 
their charter, before their capital was entirely 
fubferibed for. This confided of a fund amount- 
ing to feven millions two hundred thoufand flo- 
rins. The States, to encourage the new under- 
taking, gave them three large fliips, equally fit 
for the purpofes of trade or of war. 

Whilft the republic was thus foflering the in- 
fancy of her younger offspring, the elder was mak- 
ing prodigious advances.' Such preparations and 
equipments were made for the eaftern trade, that 
the company leemed rather to meditate the con- 
queft of Afia, inftead of fecuring a confiderable 
part of her traffic ; and the proceedings of the 
States, who interpofed their authority in order to 
keep the ‘ambition of the company within 

bounds. 
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bounds, was very difpleafing to thofe who had 
projected vail undertakings : however, the wiler 
councils prevailed. The abufes and male-prac- 
tices in the fale of the company’s actions or 
Hocks begining to revive, the placard of lixteen 
hundred and ten was renewed with fome amend- 
ments fuitable to the prefent exigency, whereby 
thofe evils were deftroyed. , 

The year following arrived in Zealand the 
Ihip Goede Vreede, with five youths on board, 
the children of kings or princes of the Eall, who 
came into Holland in order to be educated in the 
knowledge of the Iciences and the principles of 
chrillianity. Next year two more fhips arriving, 
brought advice that the eaflern commerce Hill 
continued to flourhh, and that the war of Ban- 
tam was ftill alive, as well as that with the Spa- 
niards in the Molucco and Manila iflands. The 
company had now poffefTed themfelves of the 
ifiand of Banda. Three fliips arriving after 
thofe, brought advice that the lquadron laft fent 
out had arrived fafe in the Indies after a voyage 
of four months and three days. And now the 
company’s patent expiring, there arofe very great 
differences between the directors and the fub- 
feribers or proprietors, which, if the prudence 
of the States who interpofed as mediators had not 
quieted all, might have had confequenees very 
tutal to this traffic. The directors were ordered 
to produce their accounts, and the fubferibers 
received by the public authority a dividend of 
twenty- five per cent, in cloves, according to rea- 
fon and equity. The company had their patent 

1 * renewed 



332 A NEW HISTORY of 

renewed at this time, which was to continue in 
force for the term of twenty- one years, com- 
mencing from iixteen hundred and twenty-three. 
In the month of Oftober arrived four (hips with 
a cargo immenfely rich. The difference which 
had long fubflfled between the republic and the 
Englifh was now terminated and taken away, 
,the fonper paying the latter the fum of eight 
hundred thouland livres or florins. 

Notwithftanding the vaft advantages which 
refulted from the Eaft-lndia trade to the Dutch 
nation, there were not wanting envious nerfons 
who thwarted their meufures with abundance of 
zeal. Wherefore in order to put a flop* to the 
evils which this fpirit of oppofition had already, 
or for the future might occaflon, the States Gene- 
ral added fevcral claufes to their new patent, re- 
lating to the dil'covery of the paflage into the 
South-fcas by the (traits of Le Maire. And that 
they might deftroy all obftacles in the way of 
this enriching commerce, a ftrong lljuadron was 
ordered to be got ready at the charge of the 
commonwealth, which, in conjunction with 
the forces of the company, was to aft again ft 
their common enemies in the Eaft. Before this 
fquadron was in a condition to put to fea, three 
lhips were difpatched by the way of the Cape of 
Good Hope for the Indies on account of the 
commerce : the former/ followed for the fame 
parts by way of the ftraits which open into the 

t rifle ocean. In May following two (hips ar- 
ed with a cargo, which met with a profpe- 
jggis. fale. The evils relating to the file of aftions 
e ' began 
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began to appear a third time, and a placard was 
ifiued accordingly, the common medicine for 
this malady. 

In the following September four fhipsaxrived 
under the command of John Peter Coen, and in 
the month of November a fifth followed which 
had loft them in the paflage, all of them loaded 
for the company’s account. The fpirit of mo- 
nopolizing began at this time to exert itfelf in the 
fales of the company, a few merchants buying 
up all the pepper in the company’s warehoufes, 
a quantity amounting to nineteen thoufand bales, 
which coft them the fum of four millions five 
hundred thoufand livres or florins, a verv extra- 
ordinary purchafe. 

The tranfadfions in India at this time were 
thefe. The Engljfh began to adt againft the 
Dutch in thofe parts, and in confequence hereof 
had made fome commotions in Amboyna. And 
the Dutch ftill continuing their hoftilitics againft 
their ancient enemies the Spaniards, endeavoured 
by all poflible means to hinder tiieir trade to 
China, with great hopes of fuccefs. September 
following three fhips arrived ; and in May there- 
after the fhip called the Hcufden, from Surat, 
brought the agreeable news, that the affairs of 
the company wore a very favourable afpedt at 
Ormuz, and in the countries thereabouts. Three 
fhips arrived the following fpring from thofe 
parts, which profperiries were, fome what allayed 
by the lofs of the Schoonboven, which was fhip- 
wrecked in a violent ftorm that overtook her 
in her paflage to the Indies. 

I w 
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In the month of February, fixteen hundred 
twenty-fix, four fhips arrived, two from Surat, 
and the remaining two frqm Perfia, with an am- 
baffador on board, fent by that monarch. By 
thefe fhips the States General and the company 
were informed of the victory obtained over the 
Portugueze, and of the troubles in Surat, where 
the prince had taken up arms againft his far- 
ther, and that both armies were actually in 
the field at their departure. The company, in 
confequence of this intelligence, ordered a fqua- 
dron for the Indies confiding of nine fhips, under 
the command of that Wybrandt, fo renowned 
for his bravery in the adlion at Sierra Leon with 
the pirate Campaen. In the month of June ar- 
rived three fhips, two whereof were of the fqua- 
dron of James l’Hermite, the other came from 
the coaft of Coromandel. The famous naviga- 
tor William Ifbrantz Bontekoe, arrived in this 
• fquadron. 

Thus the company was ever fortunate in her 
beginnings, and the fame profperity attended her in 
her advances to that power which has rendered 
this body fo refpedfcable throughout all Europe, 
and in the Indies. Their profits increafing with 
the progrefs of their arms, the number of their 
fhips and forces were condantiy enlarged, and 
John Peter Coen, of whofe prudence they had 
already received fo many proofs, was follicited to 
go a fecond time in quality of governor general 
into the Indies ; he at lad confented, and fet out 
for his government in April, fixteen hundred and 
twenty- feveri. About this time the Rotterdam, 

followed 
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followed by four other fhips under the com- 
mand of John William Verfchoer the admiral, 
arrived in the ports of Holland. Thefe had fet 
out under the conduct of 1 ” Her mite. The India 
warehoufes were filled with the immenfe quantity 
of rich commodities of the growth and manu- 
facture of Afia which this fleet brought home. 
Adrian Block Martzen was now ordered to fea, 
with a fquadron of eleven fhips under his care ; 
he was now, as well as admiral and governor 
Coen, on his fecond voyage into thofe diftant 
regions of the world. They fet fail in the month 
of October. Their paffage was very unfortunate, 
for two of the fhips of this fquadron were loft in a 
violent ftorm, tho’ the fhips companies and their 
cargoes were both faved. John Karftenfz, a 
merchant of Embden, returned into Holland. 
This man was juftly celebrated for his wife and 
prudent adminiftration in quality of governor in 
the Indies, which rank he had poffefled for fe- 
veral years. The arrival of this gentleman was 
attended with that of three rich fhips he brought 
home with him. lie had been -fome time at 
Portfmouth, where he had been neceffitated to 
put in, when an embargo was laid upon his fhips. 
In June, fixteen hundred twenty-eight, five more 
fhips arrived in the Low Countries under the 
command of the fieur Carpentier, a perfon who 
had been dignified by the company’s choice of 
him to aCt as general in the Indies. The cargoes 
of both thefe fquadrons were prodigioufly rich. . 

Amidft all thefe profperities the affairs of the 
company met with fe vocal bad accidents, which 

it 
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it was impoffible for them to forefee. Their 
fhips were not only detained by the Englifh as 
often as they fell into their hands, but there were 
other enemies equally troublefome, that lay in 
wait for them ; thefe were the privateers of Dun- 
kirk. Thefe evils made it neceflary to fit out a 
force to protect their commerce in Europe ; 
wherefore a ftrong fquadron under the command 
of John Dierkfz Lam, who had formerly ferved 
in the Indies, was fent out, with orders to fcour 
the German ocean of all enemies, and upon his 
approach the Dunkirk privateers withdrew into 
their port. The flopping of the fhips under the 
command of Karftenfz of Embden, had funk the 
hopes of the company not a little, but upon their 
being difmifled, their courage reviving, things 
went on with their wonted alacrity. Soon after 
this another ftrong fquadron was difpatched into 
the Eaft. This armament conlifted of eleven 
fhips ; they fet out in October under the com- 
mand of admiral James Spex, and aboard of it 
went John Valbeck, a man famous for his pro- 
found knowledge in the mathematical fciences. 

The following news gave the company no 
finall mortification. The Viana which brought 
thofe accounts, told, that having failed from the 
company’s fettlement at Batavia in the month of 
January preceding, with hopes of being able to 
pafs the ftraits of Baly in good time, they had 
failed of their expectations, and being overtaken 
by the ftormy feafon, they had run afhore on 
jfcg fouth part of the coaft of Terra Magellanica 
Incognita, atid had been -obliged to provide for 

their 
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their' fefety and that of the fliip, by throwing > 
overboard a prodigious quantity of their richeft 
effects, by which means the (hip got off with 
infinite difficulty and danger : that they had met 
with the fquadron under the command of Adrian 
Block Martzen, which had alfo fuffcred by the 
violence of the weather : and finally, that the , 
inhabitants of the ifland of Java, whether by 
their own averfion to the Dutch, or the inftiga- 
tion of other enemies, or both together, had 
confpired againft the life of John Peter Coen, 
the plot being difoovered by the friendfliip of 
a Chinefe boy, whereby that execrable defign was 
fruflrated. 

The Dutch officers about this time made fe- 
veral confiderable additions to the difeoveries of 
their rivals and predcceflbrs the Spaniards and 
Portugueze. The vaft extended country of Car- 
pentaria, fince better known by the name of 
New Holland, was firft found in the year fix- 
teen hundred and twenty-eight : as alfo the 
weftern part of the fame land, which lies op- 
pofite to the fouthern fhore of the ifland of Java, 
was difeovered by the fquadron of Dewit, who 
had the honour to give his name to that trail, 
fince known by the name of Dewit’sdand. The 
fouthern coails of the fame continent which lies 
upon that fea which feparates this^region from 
the lands which extend under the Antartic or 
fouth pole, were difeovered in the month of Ja- 
nuary of the preceding year by Peter de Nuyts. 
This fine country, which navigators magnify as 
one of the happieft traits on the face of the ter- 

Vol. II, i raqueous 
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r aqueous globe, contributed to eternize the 
memory of this difcoverer, whofe name it 
bears, and poflibly ever will bear in our hemi- 
fphere at leaft. By thefe difcoveries the Dutch 
Eaft-India company acquired the title fhe claims 
to thofe immenfe and diftant tracts. 

Near this time arrived general Carpenter with 
the news of all thefe important difcoveries, and 
with him five fhips immenfely rich. Thefe ac- 
counts moved the directors to give orders for 
equipping a fquadron of eleven fail, which were 
to fet out for thofe parts under the conduct of 
Francis Pelfart, a man of fufficicnt abilities for 
liich a command. Jt is fomewhat obfervable, 
that amidft all this wonderful progrefs of the 
company in the acquifition of the commerce of 
the eaftcrn world, the nation was torn with civil 
diflentions, the prince of Orange endeavouring to 
render his family mafler of the republic, whilft 
the friends of liberty and a more equal form of 
government, oppofed him with all their power.* 
But as the affairs of the company were governed 
entirely by their own councils, independent of 
the States General, who never interpofed but to 
remedy fuch abufes as had begun to appear, or 
by their mediation to calm the minds of the 
public when offended with their proceedings, 
their interefts met with no inconvenience from 
thofe calamities which embroiled the ftate, and 
amidft all thofe public difafters went on fo ad- 
vance their own intereft, together with that of 
the nation. 


The 
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The following year (1629) was attended with 
the tame profperity as the preceding. Six (hips 
arrived at this time with rich cargoes, under three 
fever al commanders. In the Eaft the king of 
Maratam, after employing foul and fair meafures 
to reduce the power of the Dutch, had laid liege 
to Batavia, and had been obliged to break up 
from before it, after a fiege of three months con- 
tinuance, with the lofs of ftxteen thoufand men. 
Next year arrived Peter Vanden Broecke, after 
a long refidence in India. This perfon was the 
fir ft Dutchman who opened the trade of his 
country to the ports of the Red-fea, and the 
countries contiguous to that gulph. The cargoes 
of feven lliips which came home with this chief, 
were faid to amount to eight millions. His 
paflage, however, was very far from being fortu- 
nate ; for of eight veflels, which had fet fail froiq 
India under his command, no more than fix arrived 
with him, one of them being deftroyed by fire 
near the Azores or Weftern iflands, and the other 
having loft the fleet, had been driven out of her 
courfe, and at laft arrived lafe, after having made 
the circuit of the coafts of Ireland. This admiral 
informed the directors of the fudden death of 
general Coen, who had been carried oflf two days 
before the arrival of general Spex, who adted as 
governor till fuch time as the company ihould 
fignify their pleafure with rel'pett to that com- 
mand. Laftly, Anthony Van Diemen brought 
home with him feven £hips in the year fixteen 
hundred and thirty-one, whofe cargoes amounted 
to incredible fums. 

Z’2 * The 
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The Tweets of the profits flowing from a trade, 
which had ever fince its commencement been at- 
tended with fuch fignal fuccefles, made the com- 
pany refolve to extend their power and influence 
in the Eafl:, by every poflible method. They were 
far from being delicate in the choice of the means 
and expedients, a fcruple feldom found to obftrudt 
projects where gain is the motive, fometimes 
ufing force, fometimes perfuafion, to advance 
their ends. In confequence of thefe fentiments, in 
the year fixteen hundred and forty-one, they 
ordered their forces in the Eafl: to attack the city 
of Malacca, the firongeft, and one of the moil 
important placed the Portugueze nation poffefled 
in the Indies. This city, befides that it iecured 
the commerce carried on by that nation to the 
king doms of Johore, Siam, and Pegu, was alfo 
•of the laft conlequence by the advantages it af- 
forded its poiTeflors, in relation to the trade of all 
the Indies, as it in fome meafure commanded 
the ilrait through which mod of the fiiips 
which trade in that part of the world rauft necel- 
ilirily pais. In the very fame year they pofleifed 
themfelves of all the rich commerce of Japan, to 
the total exclufion of the Portugueze, and all 
other Europeans whatfoever. But with refpedt 
to this laft particular, the Dutch drew not that 
vail benefit from this procedure which they ex- 
pected. For no fooner were the Portugueze, by 
r the advice of thefe Grangers, bnnitbed from Japan, 
; than the advifers themfelves were compelled to 
abandon the port of Firando, where they had been 
s at the charge of erecting a magnificent magazine, 

‘ “ all 
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fill of ftone, and obliged to confine themfelve s 
within the narrow limits of the ifland Diftna> 
where they have ever fince been fubjedt to the ca- 
price of the Japonefe, *and to numberlefs other in- 
dignities and inconveniencies, all of them the con- 
fequence of this meafure. 

The time limited for their enjoying the privi- 
leges contained in their charter was now expired, 
when it was renewed for twenty-one years, to 
commence from January fixteen hundred and 
forty- four*, the power and reputation of the 
company, with their confequence to the whole 
nation, and the prefcnt circcmftances of the go- 
vernment of the United Provinces all acting toge- 
ther in their favour. Whether through the ad- 
drefs of the diredtors, or whether it were, that 
the interefts of the republic and thofc of the 
company were really inleparable, which I am 
more apt to believe, whatever the cafe was, it is 
certain, that at the conclufion of the general peace, 
the interefts of the company were le cured at the 
fame time with the privileges of the nation, the 
Spaniards acknowledging their right to the pof- 
feflions they held in the Indies. The company 
in gratitude for lb many favours and graces re- 
ceived at the hands of the Dutch nation, and in 
order to perpetuate the memory of thefe benefits, 
ordered at her own cxpcnce, a magnificent monu- 
ment to the commercial fame of the city of Ain- 
fterdam. This is that celebrated ftrudlure called 


the Stadthoufc of Amfterdam, vilited by all Gran- 
gers as one of the nobleft productions of art in all 
the feyen provinces. . And indeed fiich an edifice 

/ ? * was 
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was much wanted ; for though anciently the 
former town-houfe ferved for the tranfa&ing of 
mercantile affairs, fomething larger was wanted, 
and more correfpondent to the high pitch to which 
the commerce of this maritime capital was now 
arrived. The firft Hone of this building, in rearing 
of which the companies of the Eaft and Weft- 
: Indies were both conjoined, was laid on the 
twenty-ninth day of October fixteen hundred and 
forty-eight. It was finifhed in feven years from 
its foundation, the accidental burning of the old 
town-houfe haftening the work. 

The flourifliing ftate of the company’s affairs 
did not render thofe entrufted with the manage- 
ment lefs induftrious or adtive in her concerns. 
New fchemes were conftantly in agitation for her 
benefit and advancement. The difficulties they 
had met with in their trade with China, was the 
occafion that the general and council at Batavia 
difpatched a folemn cmbaffy into that empire, 
wherein Peter Boyer and James Keyfel were the 
chief. They carried rich prefents for the emperor. 
This happened in the month of July lixtcen hun- 
dred and fifty-five. That monarch then refided in 
the city of Peking, and they were admitted into 
his prefence, after eight months flay for that pur- 
pofe. The civility ffiewn them at their firft au- 
dience, gave great hopes of fuccefs ; but thefe be- 
ginnings producing no confequences, they began 
, to fufpedt that their defigns were traverfed by 
k enemies refiding at court. Their conjecture was 
\feut too well founded. Amongft thofe the prin- 
cipal and hqad was father Adam Schaal, a jefuir, 

and 
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and a native of Cologn in Germany. This monk 
had been upwards of five and thirty years at the 
emperor’s court, and had infinuatedhimfelffo in- 
to the good opinion of that monarch, that he pro- 
moted him to the degree of mandarin of the firft 
rank, and fet him over all the philofophers and 
mathematicians of his dominions. This artful and 
fagacious favourite fruftrated all the attempts of 
the Dutch minifiers. He reprefented their nation 
as a fugitive and inconfiderable people, without 
lands or cities, living by rapine and a fort of ped- 
ling traffic, by which they cheated all fuch as had 
any dealings with them, and who had made them- 
felves dreaded in the Eaft, by feizing the lands of 
the natives, and fuch princes as had the misfortune 
to give them any countenance, without regard to 
treaties or juftice. That wherever they came they 
they were common and unmerciful oppref- 
fors. TheChinel'e, naturally fufpicious, gave credit 
to tlicfe relations. Wherefore they interrogated the 
Dutch ambaffiidors in luch manner as to conceal 
their own dciign, and fo come at the truth. They 
afked them at what difiance Batavia lay from 
China, and what was the power and firength of 
their nation in thofc parts. The Dutch not know- 
ing the genius of the people they had to do with, 
made anlwer, that the capital and feat of the go- 
vernment of their company lay at five thousand 
leagues difiancc ; and as to the other particulars, 
they thought the befi way was to give fuch ac- 
counts of things as were moft likely to create re- 
fpetfi, and a high opinion of their power. This 
was precifely what they ought to have avoided 
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above all things, and what turned out to their 
prejudice, as feemingly agreeing with what father 
Scnaal had laid of them. Wherefore about the end 
of the year fixteen hundred and fifty-feven the 
ambaffadors were obliged to leave China, without 
being able to make any progrefs in the bufinefs 
committed to them : the Chinefe having formed 
ftrong prejudices to their difadvantage, and being 
apprehenfive of the dangerous confequences of 
admitting a nation fo infamous for tyranny and 
breach of faith into their dominions. 

Things went better in Japan, to which coun- 
try they had fent Zachary Waghenaer. This pcr- 
fon was invefted with the character of ambaffa- 
dor to the emperor, and his inftrudtions were, to 
ufe all his endeavours to be informed of the po- 
licy of the empire, and to ftudy all the methods 
poffible to acquire the affections and confidence 
of the emperor and his minifters. No perfon 
was more capable of fulfilling this commiflion, 
Waghenaer being of great abilities and experi- 
ence, and of the greateft courtefy, and a moft en- 
gaging behaviour. 

A fire which happened at Jedo fome time after 
his arrival, and which reduced that place to afhes, 
threw every thing at the emperor’s court into the 
utmoff confufion, and caufed the ambafiador to 
fet out for Batavia without doing any thing. But 
the governor and council receiving intelligenc of 
the differences which arofe between the Japonel'e 
at Nangafaqui, and the Dutch eftabliflied there, 
Mr. Waghenaer was obliged to return much againft 
'his inclinations before he had time to refrcfii him- 

' felt 



the EAST -1 ND it E S. 345 

felf after the fatigues of his journey. He arrived 
at laft, but not before the month of March fix- 
teen hundred and fifty-nine. Having by various 
ways found means to infinuate himfelf into the 
favour of the emperor and his minifters, he ob- 
tained all the advantages which were the objedt 
of his commiffion, by making two concefiions 
in themfelves extremely reafonable and eafy. 
One was, that the Dutch upon the firft furmife 
or intelligence of any lecret defigns which might 
be forming, or formed, in the Philippines againft 
the dominions of Japan, Ihould inftantly, and 
without lofs of time, communicate it to the 
court ; and the other, that fince the emperor had 
given a fafe condudt to the Chinefe trading in 
his ports, who were thereby under his protedtion, 
that therefore, the Dutch fliould ceafe to com- 
mit hoftilities upon the (hips of that nation. 

Whilft the Dutch company was employed in 
thefe negociations in the moft remote kingdoms of 
the eaftern world, a new war broke out in the 
ifland of Java, which menaced their affairs with 
dellrudtion. Java had anciently been governed 
by one monarch, fometimes filled emperor, and 
fometimes king of Jacatra. The governor who 
held Bantam for this prince, revolting from his 
mafter, affumed the rank and title of king, and 
was maintained by the Dutch like an independent 
fbvereign. The Dutch had been accu domed to 
fccure and cllablifh their own power by fowing 
thefe divifions amongfl their neighbours, one of 
whom was fure to be the confhmt ally of the 

Dutch 
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Dutch when attacked by the other. .Thus the 
kings of Bantam and of Java never failed to aflift 
the Dutch, the one againft the other. In the 
year fixteen hundred and fifty-nine, the emperor 
or king of Jacatra, being otherwife occupied in 
fettling the troubles that had arifen in his own 
dominions, gave the king of Bantam a fair op- 
portunity of attacking the Dutch, whom they 
law thus deftitute of the afliftance of their an- 
cient enemy. He therefore levies a great army 
in all hafte, and lays fiege to Batavia. The con- 
jectures of the prince failed him upon this occa- 
fion. The Dutch company no longer flood in 
need of afliftance to check the progrefs of fuch 
an enemy ; they defended their capital againft all 
his efforts, and compelled him, after fuftaining 
vaft lofs of his troops, to raife the fiege, and to 
make a precipitate retreat. The fuccefs of the 
emperor of Jacatra was ftill worfe. For notwith- 
ftanding he inherited the averfion and unalterable 
hatred of his father to the company, he not only 
felt the effeCts of their growing power, but alfo 
fuffered extremely for his obftinate refufal to com- 
ply with their interefts. However, nothing could 
prevail with him, neither perfuafions nor violence, 
to favour their commerce, or to have any corre- 
fpondence with them. Notwithftanding thofe 
domeftic troubles, and the danger of engaging in 
a foreign war, yet the prefervation of the king 
of Bengal, in danger of being dethroned by his 
own brother, induced the governor and council 
to engage in his defence. They contented them- 
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felves at the beginning with furnifhing him with 
provisions and a train of artillery, and an offer, in 
cafe he were expelled, of a fafe and inviolable 
afylum at Batavia. Their caution at this time, 
was probably the effedt of the danger that at- 
tended their declaring before there was any pro- 
bability of fuccefs. But when they perceived a 
refpedlable body of his own fubjedts refblved to 
defend him at all hazards, they fent troops to his 
affiftance, which overcame his enemies, and re- 
stored him to the dignity of his former rank. 
The gratitude of this prince was of great advan- 
tage to their commerce : he permitted them to 
eredt a fadtory and a fortrefs at Hughly, this laft 
was defended by twelve pieces of ordnance of a 
great fizc, and a broad and deep moat. This fa- 
vourable turn of affairs ruined the trade of the 
Englifh at this place, and brought all the com- 
merce of thofe parts into the pofleflion of the 
Dutch company. 

Altho’ fortune all along favoured the affairs of 
the Dutch, yet the mifearriage of their embafly 
to China, in which the jefuits were the principal 
authors, ftiil ftuck in their remembrance. The 
lol's of the charges they had been at in that em- 
bafly, which coft them immenfe fums, Bill ag- 
gravated the injury, and added fuel to their rc- 
fentment. Wherefore a fleet of thirty fail was 
fitted out to chaftife the order, by attacking the 
city and port of Macaffar, in the latter of which 
the Portugueze fleet then lay, with immenfe 
riches, great part whereof was for the account of 

the 
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the jefuits. On the feventh of June, 1660, 
they attacked the place by fea and land, when 
in fpite of all the efforts of the prince to 
whom this city belonged, the Dutch gained 
a complete vi&ory, burnt three of the 
Portugueze fhips, funk two more, and took 
one befides, fo richly laden, that its cargo was 
iaid to have repaid the Dutch, not only the 
charge they had been at in this expedition, but 
alfo the embaffy to China, the caufe of the war. 
This fuccefs was attended with confequences 
highly for the advantage of the vidors. The 
king was obliged to fend a folernn embaffy to Ba- 
tavia, to fubmit to what terms the Dutch gover- 
nor fhould think fit to impofe, to expel the Por- 
tugueze for ever from his dominions, and to en- 
gage his royal word, never to admit any European 
befides themfelves to fettle in his territories. 

Soon after this profperity, happened one of the 
worft difafters that ever befel them in the Indies. 
They were at this timepoffeffed of a moft advanta- 
geous eftablifhment in Formofa, one of the moft 
fertile and pleafant iflands in all the Eaft, being 
plentifully fupplied with every thing neceffary 
ibr human life, abounding in various rich mer- 
chandize, which rendered the Dutch mafters of 
a vaft rich traffic from this fettlement. The 
company had been at the charge of ereding two 
regular forts, ftrengthened by various works, a 
ftrong garrifon, and a numerous artillery. The 
revenue of the place, which was very populous, 
was levied in the manner of a poll-tax, and was fa 

great 
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great as to defray all the charges of the mainte- 
nance of this important colony, fo excellently 
fituated, no more than twenty-four leagues dis- 
tant from the coaft of China, and one hundred 
and fifty from thofe of Japan, both which fupply 
infinite matter of the mofl lucrative traffic. 

About feven years before the prelent year (in 
1653) the Chinefe had plotted the entire ae- 
flrudtion of the Dutch. The natives had formed 
an univerfal confpiracy, which being difcovered 
before it was put in execution, delivered them 
for this time from the danger that hung over 
them. The Dutch who had the care of this fet- 
tlement, feeing the danger removed, remit their 
wonted vigilance, negledt the fortifications, and 
their magazines are infen fibly exhaufted, whilft 
the governors, as is commonly the cafe in all 
trading eftablifhments, think of nothing but fa- 
tiating their avarice, and making their fortunes. 
The Tartars had now conquered China for the 
third time, at which period there lived in this 
Dutch fettlement one Iquon, or as the natives call 
him, Chinchiluns, a man of a prodigious fpirit, 
unbounded capacity, and a foul wonderfully en- 
terprifing, and perfevering to the laffc with a ftub- 
born obftinacy. This man forgetting the mean- 
nefs natural to his condition, as well as the timidity 
commonly amongft Europeans afcribed to his pro- 
feffion, being by trade a taylor, and actuated by an 
unconquerable averfion for the Tartars, with a 
few afliftants, and two or three fmall barks, em- 
barked on the ocean to commence a new trade, 

that 
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dial of pirate. After cruifing for fome time againft 
the nation which was the objed of his hatred, and 
Ills power increafing, he arrived at laft at fo great 
ft height, that he became formidable to the em- 
peror himfelf. That prince finding no method 
confident with honour to get rid of this adventu- 
rer, had recourfe’to means unworthy even of 
filch a barbarian. Having learnt that Iquon’s 
ruling paffion was an unbounded and infatiable 
ambition, he enticed him to court by the pro- 
mife of making him a king, and afligning him 
for his dominions the provinces of Canton and 
Tokien. No fooner was his enemy in his power, 
than he caufed him to be feized, and condemned 
him to fwallow a cup of poifon. The fon of 
this man fucceeded to his father’s command, and 
to his hatred of the Tartar nation, increafed by 
the murder of his father. This perfon entreating 
the afiiftance of the^ Dutch, was refufed, not- 
withftanding the vaft advantages he offered them 
in cafe he was fuccefsful againft theTartars. Their 
denial exciting his refentment, he refolved to in- 
vade the fettlements of that nation, and chiefly 
Formofa, where he was perfectly well informed 
of die weaknefs and fecurity of the Dutch efta- 
blifhment. \j 

For this purpofe he aflembled all his -power. 
His fleet confifted of fix hundred veffels, the 
gireateft part of them fmall barks, but amongft 
diefe were one hundred Chips of force, mounting 
each forty guns and upwards. So vaft a prepa- 
ration alarmed the Dutch, particularly the gover- 
nor 
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nor of Formola, who immediately lent to infirm 
the general of Batavia of the impending ftorm, 
and to require inftant fuccours to enable him to 
withftand that torrent which threatened to over- 
whelm and break down all before it. He alfo 
fent to Japan to bring fuch of the fhips of the 
Dutch nation as were upon thofe coafts. All his 
diligence was to no effedt for Souja, the uncle 
of Coxenga, fon of the late unfortunate con- 
queror, appeared before the place with the fleet 
in the month of March, i66r, whereas yet no 
fuccours had arrived to its relief. ' /’J 

The governor was not dejedted by this appear- 
ance of danger. A fmall body of infantry (350) 
were fent down to the fhore to prevent the land- 
ing of the enemy ; yet notwithftanding the gal- 
lant behaviour of this fmall detachment who 
fought like lions, forty thoufand Chinefe got pof- 
feffion of the ifland ; the Dutch being overpow- 
ered with numbers, retired to their fortrefs. 
Their fir ft operation was to cut off all intercourfe 
between the town and the ifland, which was im- 
mediately effected. Soon after they made them- 
felves matters of all the circumjacent country. 
The vidtor, imitating the pradtice of a former 
Dutch governor, put fuch of the enemy as fell 
into his hands to death in the moft inhuman 
manner, pradtffing all manner of cruelty and 
infults upon thofe unhappy vidtims of his 
barbarous fury, without refpedt of age, for, or 
condition. 

Coxenga 
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Cox^nga after confidering the fituation cf the 
place, which there was fmall hopes of his being 
able to force with an army fo unfit for fuch an 
enter prize as his own was, fent fome of the graveft 
^nd moft confiderable amongft the prifoners he 
had taken in the out-works which he had juft 
afiaulted, and carried with vaft effufion of blood, 
the Dutch difputing every inch of ground before 
they retired into fort Zealand, in order to induce 
the governor to furrendernhe place upon certain 
conditions. Thefe were, that the Dutch fhould 
be fuffered to pafs in fafety with all their effects 
from the ifland, to whatever place they (hould 
think proper j but that if this propofal were re- 
jected, they had nothing to expeCt but the moft 
fevere and rigorous execution of the right of con- 
querors, upon perlons who make a ftubborn and 
obftinate refiftance. Befides thefe threats, the 
condition of the ambaffadors, who were in the 
power of their enemies, contributed to move the 
governor to accept thole offers. Notwithftand- 
ing he made anfwer, that tho’ his forrow for their 
unhappy fituation, and approaching fufferings, 
was extreme, and no lefs than what he owed to 
his friends and countrymen, and efpecially to per- 
fons of their high confederation, yet he could 
not even upon thofe weighty motives think of 
relinquishing his honour and reputation, by 
betraying into the hands of the enemy the truft 
confided to him by his country. The pri- 
foners returned with this anfwer, to fuffer the 
fate they apprehended. They were immediately 

put 
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put to death with all thole of their nation who 
had fallen into the hands of the barbarians, men, 
Women, and infants. 

And now Coxenga fet himfelf to effect by open 
force what he had not been able to compafs by 
fofter methods. He blocked up the port with 
three hundred junks, a light fort of fmall vefiels, 
on which he had embarked the flower of his 
army : at the fame time two batteries of twelve 
pieces of ordnance poured their fhot-into the 
place. Whilft thefe things were carrying on, 
admiral Cowen with a ftrong fquadron of nine 
fhips of war from Batavia came in fight. After 
landing his troops, he marched in conjunction 
with a detachment of the garrifon to attack a 
redoubt which covered a body of fix thoufand of 
the enemy, who being the beft armed and difei- 
plined of all the forces of CoXenga, obliged the 
Dutch to retire with the lofs of four hundred of 
their men, and after they had in vain renewed 
the attack time after time. Next, attempting to 
force the paflage into the harbour, the Dutch 
admiral loft two of his beft men of war, one 
of which was blown up by an accidental fihot 
fired into her powder room,; the other run aflhore, 
where all her company to the number of three 
hundred and eighty, were flaughtered by the 
enemy. Cowen, feeing all his endeavours in be- 
half of the befieged fruftrated, detached two of 
his fquadron for Japan, whilft he embarked all 
the women and children in the fortrefs, which 
done, he fet fail for Batavia with the account of 
the fituation of the Dutch fa&ory at Formofa. 

Vol. II. A a The 
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The news of thofe ill fucceflfes affefted all 
who heard them with extreme forrow. Imme- 
diately meafures were taken for the deliverance 
of their countrymen j an embafly was difpatched 
into China to follicit the aid of the Tartar em- 
peror againft an ufurper who diftrefled their co- 
lony, for no other caufe, than that they had re- 
fufed to afiift him againft the Tartar nation ; and 
left this embafly fhould not fucceed, which was 
much feared, five fhips of war were ordered to 
fea without delay for the relief of their friends. 

Cojet the Dutch governor ftill continued to 
make a gallant defence, and the enemy began to 
lofe hopes of being able to reduce the fortrefs. 
Wherefore Souja the uncle of Coxenga thought 
of abandoning the fiege without the knowledge 
of his nephew, and to withdraw that part of the 
army which was under his command. Notwith- 
ftanding his caution in keeping the iecret, Cox- 
enga fufpedted his defign ; wherefore forgetting 
the nearnefs of blood, he feized old Souja, 
loaded him with irons, and in fpite of all obfta- 
cles that flood in the way of his defign, the plague 
and famine raging in his camp, carried on the 
fiege with fo much vigour, that the governor was 
laid under the neceflity of furrendering the place 
in the very moment when the fuccours fent for 
Jmge lief came in view. It was delivered to the 
Ipfmefe, and the governor embarking the remains 
pf his garrifon, fet fail for Batavia, where he was 
laid in irons for giving up the place at the 
time when the fuccours lent to his relief were 
almoft ready to difi-mbark. This misfortune, 
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great as it was, had favourable corifequences, the 
Chinefe emperor contenting to accept of their 
friendfhip, and granting them his affiftance out of 
dread of the power of Coxenga, who now infefted 
the feas of China and Japan. 

About this time Charles the fecond of England, 
having married the Infanta of Portugal, caufed a 
treaty of peace to be fet on foot between the king 
of Portugal and the commonwealth of the United 
Provinces. This was foon after brought to a con- 
clufion, both parties being equally weary of the 
war, in which neither fidgJhad been either abfo- 
lutely victorious, or entire lofers. The Portu- 
gueze loft mod of their fettldments in the Eaft- 
Indies to the Dutch, who in their turn had been 
compelled to yield the Brazils in America to the 
former. Notwithftanding this peace took place 
in Europe, the war was ftill carried on in the In- 
dies, where the company aCting like fovereigns 
independent of the refolves of the republic, feized 
Coulan on the coaft of Malabar, (in 1660) and 
the year after, Cananor, a place on the fame coaft, 
after a vigorous defence, underwent the fame fate. 
From hence they proceeded to Cochin/ a city of 
infinite confequence, both in refpeCt of trade and 
the ftrength of its fituation. Goens the Dutch 
admiral met with a very different reception from 
what he expeCted, the garrifon holding out a 
confiderable time, and killing numbers of his 
foldiers. However, perfevering in fpite of all 
difficulties, the Portugueze were obliged at laft 
to furrender, after having fuftained great lofs of 
men in the defence of this capital. Goens feeing 
himfelf mafter of fo important a city, was at a 



3 S 6 A NEW HISTORY of 

lofs how to behave. He thought it hard to 
abandon fo fine an eftablifhment after paying fo 
dearly for the acquifition of it, and on the 
other hand, he had not a fufficient force to pre- 
ferve a place of fo great extent. Wherefore he 
lent to Batavia, the only method left him, to 
know the governor’s pled fare thereon, and his 
anfvver was, to improve his good fortune to the 
utmoft, and to fparc no expence either of men 
or money in that enterprize. Soon after thismef- 
fage followed a ftrong Iquadron with a confider- 
able body of trcopsipn board of it, to reinforce 
him. Encouraged oy this reinforcement, Goens 
marched his troopstover land to attack Porca, the 
capital of an Indian prince of fmall power, who 
had lived in fabjedtion to the Portugueze. The 
Indian complying with the times, fabmitted to 
the vidtors, paying the fame acknowledgment 
to the Dutch he had formerly ufed to pay his an- 
cient maftere, \/ 

Cranganor, a citv fitmled between Calicut 
and Cochin, yielded without ftriking a blow. 
Thus the company of the Indies drove the Por- 
tugueze out of all their fettlcments and fortrefles 
on the ccaft of Malabar, within the limits of one 
year, having reduced under their obedience a 
coaft extending one hundred and fifty leagues 
along the fea fhore, and all that wealthy trade, 
whereof the Portugueze had been foie mailers 
from the time of their firft cftablifhment in the 
Indies. Thefe conqucfls were confirmed to 
them bv the alliances concluded at this time with 

the 
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the Zamorin or emperor of Calicut, the king of 
Cochin, and other Indian potentates. 

In odder to improve by all poflible methods 
the advantages which the indulgence of fortune 
now conferred upon them, a folemn embaffy 
was difpatched to Arenzeb, who had lately 
mounted the throne of the Mogul. This offer 
of peace and friendfhip was accepted, with marks 
of the higheft good will to their nation." In like 
manner treaties were let on foot with all thofe 
monarchs whofe dominions border on the gulph 
of Bengal j all which had an iffue equally favour- 
able. Notwithftanding, in a fhort time after, 
fome things happened, which gave rife to fome 
differences with the king of Siam. Wherefore 
the Dutch factories were withdrawn from his do- 
minions. This, unexpected proceeding alarmed 
the prince, andVawakencd his fears. Immediately 
Siamcfe deputies are fent to Batavia, to know the 
caufe of this extraordinary conduCt. The coun- 
cil informed that monarch in the point on which 
he had required their anfwer, in terms full of 
the 1110ft profound refpeCt. Whereupon the king 
fent an ambafiador to invite the Dutch to re-efta- 
blifh their fettlements in Siam, and offering cer- 
tain affuranccs of ample fatisfaClion for the paft, 
and for all future grievances whatfoever : fo that 
now the Dutch returning to his ports, their trade 
in thofe parts riourilhed with the fame vigour 
it had formerly done. Some time after the Dutch 
in their turn gave frefh caufe of complaint. The 
crew of a Dutch bark cruelly put to death thirty- 
five of the Siamcfe, having before they proceeded 

A a 3 • to 
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to this lad aft of brutality, violated the perfons 
oftheir wives and daughters. The Dutchj fore- 
feeing that nothing was more capable of alienate- 
ing the afieftions of the Indian nations than out- 
rages of this kind, fo fhocking to human nature, 
caufed the offenders to be apprehended, and pu- 
nifhed in a manner fuitable to the abominable 
crimes they had committed, and that before either 
the furviving perfons aggrieved, or the king, had 
time to apply for vengeance on the perpe- 
trators. 

The lofs of Formofa ftill reigned in the breads 
of the Dutch. Befides, the emperor of China 
making overtures of a Aiding them in cafe they 
refolved to attempt to re-edablifh that fettlement, 
contributed to their forming the refolution they 
came to on this fubjeft. This monarch had dill 
more reafon than ever to entertain apprehenfions 
of Coxenga, who had not only reduced feveral 
iflands on the Chinefe coads, but alfo fome towns 
upon the continent. Wherefore on thefe affurances 
they ordered to fea a fleet of feventeen large fhips 
under the command of Balthazar Borth, with 
orders to join the Tartars, and to oppofe with all 
his power the advances of Coxenga. He fet fail 
for the coad of China, where the conqueror had 
reduced the ifland of Quemoy, the Tartars with 
all their power not being able to recover it. The 
Dutch admiral refolved to begin by attempting 
the principal fortrefs in the illand, which llood 
upon the fhore, hoping, that this proceeding 
would difmay he enemy, and raife the credit of 
, |he Dutch foldiery. But Coxenga, whole- men 

were 
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were' excellently well difeiplined, received him 
with fo much gallantry, that he was forced to 
abandon his defign. 

Wherefore changing his meafures, he deter- 
mined to attack their fleet whilft the Tartar forces 
fell upon the land army. Coxenga's navy con- 
fided of fourfeore great junks, and twenty fmailer 
ones, all of them filled with foldiers, and their 
full complements of feamen, and well provided 
with brafs cannon. The fignal given, both fides 
engage with the utmoft bravery. The fight was 
bloody and obftinate, neither fide being willing 
to yield, and Coxenga diftinguifhing himfelf above 
all others, by his perfonal courage in the midfl: of 
dangers, his experience in naval affairs, and his 
condudt in fecuring all advantages to his own 
men. However, nothing was able to Hand be- 
fore the fire of the Dutch artillery, which tore 
his junks to pieces, now like fo many wrecks. 
Wherefore Coxenga, making a virtue of necef- 
fity, gave the fignal for retreating, while he was 
yet in a condition to maintain his order, and to 
retire like a foldier. The behaviour of the Tar- 
tar army on fhore was very different. Before the 
engagement began, the general formed his army 
into order of battle, in which pofition he conti- 
nued without itriking a blow all the time the 
fight lafted. After all was over, and the Chinefe 
had retired, the Dutch general reproached him 
with a behaviour, which might be interpreted 
fo much to his difadvantage. He made anfwer, 
that all his endeavours at firft to bring his men to 
engage was to no purpofc, but that if the Dutch 
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would attack a fecond time, he thought he law 
a better fpirit revive in their countenances* which 
promifed a better behaviour. Berth alked no 
more; attacks Coxer.ga’s fleet a fecond time, and 
routs them totally, the Tartar general looking on 
as before. This fecond victory recovered all 
the new conquers of Coxcnga, who loft his life 
with immortal glory in this rencounter, the Tar- 
tars' demolishing his fortrefles as fall as the enemy 
quitted them, whilft the Dutch abandoned them- 
lelves to fatiate their avarice by plunder. Soon 
after the company’s forces reduced the illand of 
Amoy, and the conqueft of Formofa was no 
longer doubted. They were however dilap- 
pointed in their expectation . Old Souja having 
procured his enlargement, aflcmbled the forces of 
his nephew, and difpofed every thing in the belt 
manner, fo that the conqueft of the ancient fet- 
tlement of the Dutch was looked upon as a 
matter of great uncertainty. However, having 
from his great experience fufficiently proved the 
inftability of human affairs, he fecretly formed 
the defign of fecuring all by a peace which 
Ihould fatisfy both their enemies. But now the 
fon of Coxenga being promoted to the rank and 
command of his father, and difeovering the de- 
ligns of the ancient commander, had him a fe- 
cond time committed to prifon, where he died 
by his own hands. The abilities of this young 
leader were not inferior to thofe of his illuftrious 
predeceffors, and he ordered matters with fo 
bipudi prudence and courage, that the Dutch ad* 
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miral defpairing of gaining his point, returned 
to Batavia. 

King Charles the fecond having engaged the 
States in a war with the Englifh, retarded fome 
time the advancement of the power of the Dutch 
company in the Eaft ; which was no foqner over, 
than they found themfelves embarafled by their 
quarrels with the king of Macaffar, whofe iubje&s 
committed all manner of infults and depredations 
upon their nation in the Indies. Not content 
with plundering fuch (hips as had either through 
defign, or the violence of the weather, taken re- 
fuge in his dominions, they had proceeded to 
murder fome of the Dutch who had landed in his 
territories. Hoftilities had not as yet been com- 
menced on either fide, when matters were made 
up by treaty, wherein the king ftipulated to 
make ample reftitution for the iofifes they had 
fuftained, and to make all manner of acknowledg- 
ments for the injuries committed by his people. 

The Dutch juftly fufpedting thefe offers, which 
were fo unreferved, fent a great power of fhips 
and land forces under Cornelius Speelman their 
admiral, with orders to fee every article fulfilled 
w ith the greateft exadtnefs. He arrived^before 
Macaflar in December 1666, and next morning 
the deputies of the king arrived with a thoufand 
and fifty-fix ingots of gold, the fum ftipulated in 
fatisfa&ion for the murder of the Dutch, and one 
thoufand four hundred thirty-five rixdollars for 
the vefiels that had been plundered ; but they re- 
fufed to make the fubmifiion promifed by the 
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king, alledging that fuch acknowledgements were 
incompatible with his dignity. The company had 
with reafon forefeen no lefs, and they had been alfo 
informed that the king had fent a large fquadrOn 
to attack the ifland of Bouton. Wherefore the ad- 
miral that inftant denounced war, and landing his 
men carried off an immenfe booty, having burnt 
fifty villages to the ground, and deftroyed an 
hundred of the {hips which lay in the ports of that 
ifland. 

Having thus revenged the king’s breach of his 
faith, he fet fail for the relief of JBouton, which 
was already reduced to great extremities by the 
fleet and land army of that monarch. The fuc- 
cours arrived the laft day of the year above-men- 
tioned, and the fir ft day of the new year the ad- 
miral forced the entrance of the harbour with his 
fmall veflfels, afterwards advancing to the relief of 
the place. The king of Macaflar’s general lay be- 
fore it with an army of ten thoufand men. The 
Dutch general, after making the neceflary difpo- 
litions, and having encouraged his men, gave 
orders for attacking the enemy’s trenches j and 
fetting their magazines on fire, they were forced 
to abandon the fiege with precipitancy. This 
misfortune was followed by an univerfal defertion 
in the troops of their allies, which were the 
flower of their army 1 . The generals of the king 
of Macaflar, finding their enterprize defeated, had 
recourfe to treaty, the Dutch refufingto make any 
accommodation with them, but on condition of 
their furrendering at diferetion, which they were 
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at Iaft neceflitated to accept. And thus ended 
this war in the fpace of four months, which 
brought the company fo many advantages, and 
added fo much to their reputation. 

After this they proceeded to difarm their pri- 
foners, and five thoufand of them were lent to 
people an ifland near to that of Bouton. Four 
hundred were made (laves, five thoufand bougies 
or auxiliars of fcveral nations were given to the 
king of Palacca, who had a flirted them in the 
war. Three hundred veffels were reftored to 
the king of Bouton, with all that had been taken 
from his fubjefts by the enemy, that could be 
recovered. Admiral Speclman returned to Bata- 
via in triumph, where he was received with ge- 
neral acclamations, having augmented the num- 
ber of his fleet with the junks of the king of 
Macaffar, and which was adorned with an hun- 
dred and ninety -five ftandards taken from the 
enemy, all their arms and warlike (lores, and 
the principal officers of the enemy who were 
brought prifoners to that capital. 

Notwithftanding thofe Ioffes the king of Ma- 
caffar Hill refufed to fubmit to the terms pre- 
ferred by the company ; and being fenfible that 
all the power of his ifland was too (mall a match 
for the Dutch company, he endeavoured to gain 
the neighbouring princes to engage in his defigns, 
giving them hopes of for ever freeing the Indian 
potentates from the feverity of their yoke. 
Many lirtened to his perfuafions, fo that the 
Dutch general, terrified with the approaching 
flcrm> had recourfe to all the allies of the com- 
pany 
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pany to affift in repelling it. Wherefore having 
drawn together all the force he could raife, he fet 
fail from Amboy na (on the eighth of June) with 
a fleet of fixteen fhips great and fmall, and four- 
teen Ihallops which carried the fuccours of the 
kings of Palacca and Ternate. Sailing for the 
iflarid of Bouton,* and thence for Macaflar, he 
-made feveral defeents, and always with fuccefs, 
notwithflanding the fuperior numbers of the 
enemy. Soon after he attempted to force the en- 
trance of the port of Macafllm in which he failed, 
being prevented by a fort which the king had 
caufed to be built for that purpofe. Some time 
after, being joined by a part of his fleet which 
had feparated from him in a ftorm, he made a 
defeent with his whole force. The Dutch troops 
confifted of fix hundred Europeans, three hun- 
dred Indians trained to war, three thoufand of 
the troops of Ternate and Bouton, feven thoufand 
bougies, and two independent companies : thofe 
of the enemy amounted to twenty thoufand, un- 
der the command of their refpedlive kings, 
whom the king of Macaflar had drawn over to 
his fide. 

The king of Palacca was detached with a 
hundred chofen men to attack the cable of Glif- 
lbn in the night. This he executed with fo much 
conduct and intrepidity, that by three o’clock in 
the morning the Dutch general was informed 
that he had carried it, when he fent him what 
troops were necefiary to preferve that pob. The 
enemy brack with this misfortune, made vaft 
efforts to repo fiefs themfejves of it, but were con- 
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flantly repulfed with great * 4 ofs, wherefore they 
were forced to abandon that defign. At this 
time the Dutch, laying hold of the convenient 
fituation of the place, fo galled the enemy with 
fhowers of bombs, and red hot bullets, that 
they were thrown into the utrnoft confufion, and 
the Dutch general, feizing tliis opportunity by 
fallying out with the choiceft troops of his army, 
drove the enemy from all their polls. 

Speelman reimbarked his forces in order to 
invade another part of the ifland, where he fpread 
fire and defolation wherever he went. At 
length both parties being tired with the incon- 
veniences of the war, a peace was moved, which 
the king of Macaflar forwarded by all the means 
in his power, becaufe of the defection of his In- 
dian allies, each endeavouring’ feparately to make 
the belt terms pofiible for himfelf. He followed 
their example, and the treaty was concluded 011 
the eighteenth of November one thoufand feven 
hundred and iixty-ieven. By this treaty it was 
ftipulated, that the governor of the ifland, the 
king of Macaflar, and all the neighbouring prin- 
ces, fliould fend a folemn embaffy, to make 
their l'ubmiflions to the Dutch company at Ba- 
tavia. 

Whilft thefc things were tranfa&ing, the Dutch 
fleet and army continued at Macaflar, when the 
rainy l'eafon coming on, caufed fuch a mortality 
among the troops, that the Indians were tempted 
to break the peace, and fuddenly falling upon 
them, they maflacred a great number of the 
fick, *and amongft thoib, two captaias. Where- 
upon 
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upon the war broke' out with as great violence as 
ever, and lafted for two years after, in which 
time Speelman harrafled them to fuch a degree, 
that they were fain to implore his forgivenefs, and 
to fend another embafly to Batavia, with offers to 
. fubmit to whatever terms the company fhould 
think proper to impofe. They were left to the 
mercy of the general, who befides the conditions 
of the former treaties (of 1660 and 1667) which 
were abundantly fevere, impofed others ftill 
more infupportable. (This laft treaty was in 
June 1669.) 

This treaty fecured to the Dutch the com- 
merce of the ifland of Celebes ; and what was in- 
finitely more confiderable, it gave them the foie 
poffeffion of the fpice trade, from which all 
other nations were hereby totally and for ever 
excluded. For fince this peace, thofe princes 
have loft all commerce with other nations, being 
nothing better than the flaves of the Dutch, the 
other European nations continuing idle fpe£tators 
of their fucceffes, by which conduct they loft a 
fhare in that lucrative commerce which it was 
then eafy to have obtained. 

Whilft the company’s affairs advanced thus 
rapidly abroad, the mother republic was re- 
duced to the laft extremities in Europe, the 
French and Englifh joining in hfr deftrudtion, 
fo that there fcarce feemed any other; refource 
left, than to feek an afylum in the arms, of that 
> child fhe had nurfed with fo tender a care by 
embarking for Batavia, and eftablifhing the re- 
mains of the Dutch nation, and of liberty, in their 
* * - fettlements 
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ftttlements in the Eaft. At laft the Englifh na- 
tion were touched with a generous concern for 
their calamities, and delivering them out of their 
fuflerings, which was their duty on a double 
account, humanity and their own intereft, railed 
them to their ancient grandeur and independence. 
The company were not free from the effects of a 
ftorm which had lhaken the whole frame of the 
date. The French began to entertain defires of 
becoming powerful at fea, for which reafon they 
laid hold of every opportunity to extend their 
commerce, and in particular they wilhed at this 
time to make themfelves matters of fome part 
of the Dutch company’s poflefiions in the Indies. 
For this purpofe they lent a ftrong fquadron 
into thofe parts, intending to attack Ceylon, and 
thereby to engrofs the cinnamon trade to them- 
felves. Their firft attempts teemed to promifc 
them the defired fuccefs. For the French fleet 
appearing on the coaft of that ifland, landed their 
forces, attacked the citadel of Triquinamale, 
which they foon reduced j after which a consi- 
derable party of the Indians went over to them, 
induced thereto partly by the view of their fuc- 
cefs, and partly by fair promifes, and the high 
idea which the French gave them of the power 
and magnificence of their king. The council at 
Batavia hearing of this lofs, ordered Goens with, 
a ftrong fquadron to regain the potteflion of this 
important place. The French admiral on <the 
approach of this power, fet fail for Surat, leaving 
his new conqueft to the protection of a very 
weak garrifon. The Dutch admiral .firft blocked 

up 
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up the port, and landing his trdops; ho invtfted 
the place by fea and land at the fame time. The 
gamfon made no long defence, fo that the troops 
Of the company once more entered Triquina- 
male, where they found one hundred and twelve 
pieces of fine brafs cannon, of itfclf no inconfi- 
derable booty. Thus ended the French expedi- 
tion againft Ceylon, which ferved only to awaken 
the Dutch, and to put them upon their guard 
againft fuch furprifes for the future. 

As foon as the French fquadron arrived at 
Surat, they refolved upon the conqueft of St. 
Thomas, a place which the Dutch company 
had taken from the Portugueze, fome years be- 
fore. The fuccefs of this enterprize was as great' 
as that at Tiiquinamale, and they enjoyed this 
conqueft for no longer a time than the preceding, 
the fquadron of that nation Failing for F 1 ance, 
and then leaving it as they had befoie done Tii- 
quinamale. Tins was the la ft attempt of any 
European power againft the polleliuns or com- 
merce of the company.-^ 

Their affairs advanced in a wonderful manner 
the remaining part of that century, their power 
and wealth increafing to a prodigious degree. We 
may form fome notion of this laft, by the quan* 
tity of cinnamon impoited in the year fixteen 
hundred cighty-feven, which tho’ it amounted 
to one hundicd and feventv ihoufand pounds 
weight, was howet cr much fhoit of the quan- 
tity imported for many picccm lg years. This 
obferv^tion will fer« c at the lame to ftiew the 
importance .of that iihud which hu nifties this 

lich 
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rich commodity in fuch quantities. Their char- 
ter was now renewed (on the eleventh of Auguft 
1698) for forty years, which advanced the power 
and credit of the company to an aftonilhing 
height, and rendered them as refpedtable in the 
eyes of all the powers of Europe, as they had 
formerly been in the Eaft. In the feventeenth 
year of this prefent century, the company were 
in hopes of being able to obtain new favours 
and advantages, for which purpofe they applyed 
for a new charter which was refuted. H< wever, 
the States condelcendcd to iffue a placard in their 
favour, which forbid all the fubjedts of the United 
Provinces to fend any fhips into the Indies, or any 
where elfe within the limits of the company’s 
charter, as alfo to interfere m any manner what- 
foever in that commerce, without the licence of 
the company, to have any concern in foreign 
companies, or to ferve aboard their fhips j all 
whicii precautions tended equa ly to promote the 
in ter efts of the company and of the republic in 

Whilft the company was ftudying to advance 
or fecure her interefts in Europe, there arofe cer- 
tain commotions in the Eaft, attended with very 
dangerous confequenccs to their affairs in thofe 
diftunt climes. The Lhineie had entered into a 
confpiracy to deftroy and exterminate the fub- 
jedts of the company, which coming to the no- 
tice of the governor, he refolved to lole not a 
moment in order to prevent its fuccefs. Imme- 
diately all the feamen were landed from the fleet, 
when fo encourage them, .11 what they were go- 
Voi.. II. B b ing 
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ing about, the plunder of the fuburbs of the city 
(in Java) was abandoned to them, after which 
the greateft part of the confpirators were cut to 
pieces. This fevere chaftifement preferved the 
city of Batavia and all the Dutch pofleffions in 
the ifland of Java to the company, tho’ not with- 
out infinite effufion of blood, which was followed 
by a formidable rebellion, the flames of which 
were not extinguillied for fome time after, and 
even then with great difficulty. 

This affair has been varioufly related, thofe who 
envied the governor, crying out againft his cruelty, 
and laying the blame of all to his male-admini- 
ftration. Others again attribute thefe calamities 
to the wickednefs and perfidy natural to the 
Chinefe. However it is certain that this matter 
occafioned much noife in Europe, and the baron 
Jmhoff was font into the Indies, exprefsly on 
purpofe to fettle the concerns of the company, 
and to examine into the truth of this affair. 

In the year feventeen hundred and forty, the 
charter of the company was very near expiring, 
but all that could then be obtained was the re- 
newal of it for one year only. Since that time, 
every thing with refpect to the affairs of the com- 
pany has been eftablifhed on a folid bafis, not 
only to the fatisfadlion of the perfons interefted 
in her fuccefs and profperity, but alio to the 
whole body of the Hate in general. 

The reader will not be difpleafed to perufe, 
after the hillory of the eftablilhment of the Dutch 
Eaft- India company, the account of the manner 
in which all their affairs in the Indies are carried 
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on, an article for which I am indebted to the 
labours of the laft editor of the collection of 
voyages publifhed under the name of doCtor Har- 
ris. Their whole bufinefs in India, fays that 
writer, is divided into governments and directions 
in the following manner. Firft, Batavia, the 
chief and capital, where refide the governor- ge* 
neral and ordinary council of India, to whom all 
thofe governments and directions are fubordinate, 
fending their accounts to them, the ballance 
whereof is entered into the accounts-genera! of 
India, which are kept there; bcfides which, 
there are ieveral places immediately under the 
government and direction of the governor and 
council of Batavia, as thefe, Japon a chief-fhip, 
Tonquin a chief- (hip, Macafiar a commandant, 
Siam a chief-fliip, Bantam a faCtory, Japara a 
factory, Jambee a chief- (hip, Pallambam a-chief- 
fhip, Arracan a chief. ihip. Secondly, Amboyna, 
a government, under which are feveral iflunds. 


where they pay a yearly peniion to the inhabi- 
tants, not to fuller cloves or other fpices to grow. 
Thirdly, Banda is a government, under which 
are feveral illands, to the natives of which they 
alfo pay a vearly fublidy, to dertroy the fpices. 
Fourthly, Ternate a government. Fifthly, Ma- 
lacca, alfo a government. Sixthly, Ceylon is a 
government, where they have many factories, 
all the accounts whereof are fent to Columbo^/ 
'the principal of them alf.p !, Bevcnthly, Cochin 
‘ a government, under which is all the coaft of 
Malabar. Eighthly, the government of Policat, 
has under it the courts /if Coromandel and Pegu. 

’ B b 2 Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, Bengal, a direction, under which are 
all the factories in that bay, the chief of which 
is that of Hughly, from whence the accounts of 
all the reft are tranfmitted to Batavia. Tenthly, 
Surat another direction, and under it many fac- 
tories. The eleventh divifion is that of Perfia, a 
direction, the chief refidcnce Gombroon, under 
which are Ifpahan and Baffora. The twelfth 
and laft divifion is that of the Cape of Good-Hope 
a government, to which is lubordinate the ifland 
of prince Maurice. The difference between a 
government and a direction confifts in this, that 
the former is always feated in a place which is the 
property of the company, whereas what they 
call a direction, is an eftablifhment, where the 
place is under a foreign prince, and where the 
company have no garrifon. There is no pre- 
cedence in rank or place between all thofe govern- 
ments, directions, commands, that of Batavia 
alone excepted, the perfons poffefling thofe 
charges every where taking place according to 
their feniority, as well as all other of the com- 
pany’s officers, of whatever quality or degree 
foever. 

The prudence of the company in the order 
and arrangement of the feveral parts of her 
government is very confpicuous, and in particu- 
lar, in that exaCt proportion of the falaries of 
her ftfficers, from whence her fuccefs in a great 
meafure proceeds. It is laid that no fervant of 
the company has fo fmall an allowance as to be 
tempted by his necefiities, nor fo great an ap- 
pointment as,to let him above the duties of his 

fundion, 
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function, the common occafion of the decay of 
the affairs of thofe governments where a contrary 
conduct is purfued. Follows the detail of the 
ialaries of the officers and fervants of the com- 
pany, beginning at thofe who have the fmalleft 
appointments. The under-affiftant, ferivener, or 
writer, an office of the lowed degree, and com- 
monly fupplied with foldiers drawn from the 
guards, has from nine to fourteen guilders per 
menfem. The affiftant has twenty guilders per 
menfem or month, and for his diet, four rix- 
dollars more. The upper affiftant, book-keeper, 
or fecretary, twenty-eight to thirty-fix guilders 
per month falary, diet four rixdollars. The 
under copeman, from thirty-fix to forty-five 
guilders per month falary, diet eight rixdollars. 
The upper copeman, from eighty to one hun- 
dred and twenty guilders per menfem falary, and 
twelve rixdollars diet. There are alfo fome 
perfons fent out (to make purchales for the com- 
pany I fuppofe) from the lefier chambers at fe- 
venty-two guilders per menfem. At Batavia and 
in Ceylon where provifions are dear, thirteen rix- 
dollars are allowed them for diet. A comman- 
dore has one hundred and fifty guilders per month 
falary, diet twenty rixdollars. The comman- 
dant, a new title, fomewhat lefs than the com- 
mandore. The dnedtor has two hundred guilders 
falary per month, and thirty rixdollars diet. The 
governor has the fame appointment, as Ifo a 
member of the extraordinary counc ; o; Infda. 
The members of the ordinary cout.c.l ir.-.i > 
at Batavia, have each three hunuied an: : 

B b 3 g u t : j 
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guilders per menfetn falary, and one hundred rix- 
dollars for their diet. Laflly, the governor-ge- 
neral of Batavia, has one thoufand two hundred 
guilders per menfem falary, and two hundred 
rixdollars diet, befides a gratuity of one thoufand 
five hundred rixdollars for every time he goes 
to the fleet, which is ufually done when the fhips 
depart for Europe. 

All perl'ons in the company’s fervice, mer- 
chants, divines, civil magistrates, foldiers, and 
leamen, are ranked in their feveral degrees, and 
take place accordingly. The general is allowed 
wine, and other liquors, and provifions, out of 
the company’s warehoufes, without limitation. 
All other officers, down to the affiftants, are al- 
lowed monthly, liquors, fpices, oil, wood, rice, 
vinegar, candles, and other neceflaries, in very 
large proportions, according to their quality. The 
upper copeman’s allowance is twenty canadars of 
Spanifh wine per menfem, befidcs mum, white 
wine, and other liquors, twenty-four pounds of 
wax for candles, corn for poultry, rice for Have?, 
&c. the diet money allowed them being only 
for frefh provifions, 

Soldiers are clafled or ranked in the fame 
manner, viz. Firft, a common foldier has from 
nine to fourteen guilders a month, as the under 
affiflant. Next, the ferjeant has the pay and 
diet of an affiftant. An enfign’s pay and diet is 
equal to that of the under copcman. The lieute- 
nant’s is the fame as that of the copeman. The 
fifth captain has for pay and diet the fame as the 
ppper copeman ; and the fixth major’s pay and 
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diet as the commandore. Military perfons give 
place to civil officers of the fame rank. Thus a 
commandore takes place of a major, and an 
upper copeman of a captain, as a copeman does 
of a lieutenant. There are three majors in In- 
dia, one at Batavia, one at Ceylon, and one at 
Amboyna, or Banda. Thefe affift the gover- 
nor in military affairs, and command all other 
military perfons. Sometimes provifional officers 
are made, who attain to the pay of their office, 
according to their merit. 

The fame order obtains amongft feamen. A 
common feaman has like a private centinel, from 
nine to fourteen guildexs : third mate, gunner, 
boatfwain, and fleer man, from eighteen to 
twenty -four guilders a month, and the affiftant 
carpenter from forty to fifty. The under fteer- 
man, or fecond mate, from twenty-four to thirty- 
fix guilders, as the upper affiftant. The upper 
fteerman, or chief mate, from fifty to fixty guil- 
ders, and ranks with the under copeman. Skip- 
pers have from fixty to one hundred guilders per 
month, Ca? the copeman, and commodores from 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty guilders 
per menfem} befides which, they have the {hip’s 
allowance for provilion, and when in Batavia 
they have road monev paid them every month 
for froth provifions and fruit. In other roads 
they are fupplied with thefe things from the 
factories on lliore. The company employ no 
perfons at fea with the pay or title of captains, 
and very few as commodores, fometimes not 
more than one mail India. 

B b 4 
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The pay and allowance of the minifters or 
clergy (land thus. The predicant or preacher 
. has the fame as the upper '•cope man. Dominees 
or vilitors of the fick, twenty-four guilders per 
menfem as the affiftant. All of them are fworn 
not to commit to writing, nor to intermeddle in 
matters of Hate or commerce. They are allowed 
, a prefi dent in all the governments, and in Batavia, 
two or three to fupply the place of thofe who 
may deceafe. In the directions there arc no do- 
minees, only the fcriptures, as alfo printed forms 
of prayer are read mornings and evenings thro’ 
the week, and on Sundays. A furgeon’s pay is 
from forty to fifty guilders per month. 

In all qualities from under affiftant to upper 
copeman or merchant, they generally ferve five 
or three years by agreement, which term being 
expired, they are at liberty to lee the fervice, 
tho’ they are commonly c • ..aaci, and 
their own petitions, if the affairs of the com .y 
fo permit, the governor and com ci: ..,;iin 

them in the place t ext in degree above ciat they 
formerly held, allowing them af.hiry iomewhat 
under that of the office to which they have been 
thus promoted : but if their merits in the fervice 
are confiderable, they are frequently advanced to 
a fuperior rank, tho’ they have not perhaps been 
fix months in the other office fo that fomehave 
thus ril'en in two or three years from affiftant to 
under copeman, and others in as fhort a time 
from under to upper copeman. in thefe promo- 
tions they generally have refpeeft to fucceffion, as 
if a chief or fecund of a .factory die% and > the 

third 
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third performs the duties of that function to the 
fatisfaCtion of his fuperiors, tho’ no more than a 
Ample book-keeper, he is promoted to be an un- 
der copeman and chief of the place, and if he 
continues to defer ve well, he may be advanced 
to the office and rank of copeman in a year or 
two more. Married perfons receive all their pay 
in the Indies, and thofe who are unmarried half 
theirs only, and that at an over-rate : as at Bata- 
via the rixdollar, which is intrinfically worth no 
more than forty-eight ftivers, is valued to 
fuch perfons at iixty ; and at Policat, the pagoda 
is valued at five and a half guilders, tho’ it is in 
reality worth four and a half only. 

Befides the above encouragements to their of- 
ficers and fervants, the company alfo finds them 
in lodgings, for which purpofe, as well as for 
warehoul'es for their goods, they have fpacious 
buildings - All or mod of the perfons fent out 
of Europe arc of the qualities from alliftant to 
upper copeman, rarely of any higher office, and 
now and then a perfon who is of the degree oi 
member of the extraordinary council ; all offices 
being generally left in the difpofal of the gover- 
nor-general and council at Batavia, to be given to 
perfons properly qualified, according to merit. 
Thus perfons of fufficient capacity may gradually 
rife by feniority to the quality of upper copeman, 
after which they can rife no higher till they are 
made commandores. Upon any vacancv in the 
governments or directions, an upper copeman of 
fufficient ability generally fupplics that poll; fome 
have been fifteen or twenty years in the rank of 

upper 
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upper copeman without being able to attain to 
one of thofe places ; fome even ftand there and 
never rife higher, and there are not a few who 
never attain to the place of upper copeman, for 
want of merit or capacity. 

All falaries and wages of merchants, foldiers, 
feamen, and others, go on for their outward bound 
and home voyages, and every one has a copy of 
his accounts out of the book of wages yearly, 
which he keeps, carries home with him, or dif- 
pofes of at his pleafure. At his return, the 
chamber from which he was fent, pays him 
punctually the balance of his account, with all 
that is due to him for the term of the voyage. 
But fuch as have ferved the whole time of their 
agreement, and defire to be freemen in India, 
either difpofe of their accounts, or tranfmit home 
letters o'f procuration, upon fight whereof pay- 
ment is made them, fo that there is no manner 
of trouble or difficulty either to the company or 
to her fervants, in adjufting thofe accounts. ■/' 

Thele freemen are fuch perfons as have ferved 
out the term contracted for, and having received 
their difeharge are permitted to live in the coun- 
try, or fuch perfons as have been encouraged to 
come fromEurope with intention to trade on their 
own accounts. Such mull always have families, 
and refide in garrifoned towns, and in their plan- 
tations on the fpice illands, where they are al- 
lowed to traffic from port to port in provifions 
and other commodities, to fuch places as the 
company do not trade to, and even to thofe places, 
and in the company’s commodities, with licence of 

the 
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the general and council. Thefe freemen perform 
the public offices of all towns, and take their 
turns without exception to watch and ward as in 
the Netherlands. 

The firft ordinary council of India is chofen 
by the directors out of fuch of the company’s 
fervants as have ferved in quality of governors or 
diredtors, and none under thofe dignities ; thus 
their chief council confifts of perfons of fubftance, 
and who are thoroughly verfant in the affairs 
of all parts of the Indies. The extraordinary 
council is alfo chofen by the fame perfons, and 
tho’ thefe, when at Batavia, fit with the general 
and the council, they have no other vote than that 
of advice. Several of the diredtors and governors 
are members of the extraordinary council, and by 
a late order, three of this body are obliged to re- 
fide at Batavia, and by another order, all the mem- 
bers of the ordinary council are alfo obliged to re- 
side there, and never to abfent themfelves, except 
upon bufinefs of great importance only, and the 
general and chief diredtor are never to leave that ca- 
pital upon any account, or for any caule vvhatfoever. 

The orders of the company are frequently fent 
out of Europe dole fealed up, with directions 
not to be opened but upon extraordinary emer- 
gencies, fuch as the deceale of the general, a 
piece of policy which caules the great ones to 
fhew each other a great deal of refpedt and de- 
ference. The general has power by a particular 
commiffion to lend home any perJbn he fhall 
think fit belonging to the ordinary council, who 
fhall not behave him felt properly towards him, 
and to take himfelf what lalaries or allowances 

he 
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he fliall fee fit ; and the great Matzuyker caufed 
this commiffion to be publickly read on fome dif- 
ferences which happened in the council of Ba- 
tavia. The intention of this order is, in all like- 
lihood, to corroborate the dignity and authority 
of their chief magi ft rate in the Eaft. 

The general, all the members of the ordinary 
council, the fecretary, the mayor, the two upper 
copemen, called the two chief factors, he who 
keeps the general books of accounts, with their 
wives jjid families, live within the fort, in apart- 
ments fuited to their rank and office. The gene- 
ral and council are thus fituated for the conveni- 
ency of bufinefs, all letters being opened and read 
in council, which commonly fits in the evening 
after prayers, and always on Sundays for one hour 
for the difpatch of affairs of Id's confequence, to 
hear complaints, and receive petitions. Tuefdays 
and Fridays are conftantly allotted for the com- 
pany’s affairs. The office of fecond, or director 
general, is laid to be the moft laborious of all 
others, he having the care of all /hips, goods, 
monies, and ffores, and the ordering of all 
voyages, and the alfortments proper for each. 
The two upper copemen, called fadtors of the 
caftle of Batavia, are his aftiftants ; they are to 
examine tl:e accounts, and letters of advice, to 
draw up lifts and calculations of the aflbrtments, 
qualities, quantities of goods, fold at any place, 
to mark the increafe or diminution, lofs or gain 
thereon, and to tranlmit exadt notes of all thole 
particulars to the feveral factories where thefe 
goods are m be provided. Every mem her -of the 

ordinary council of India, has that charge and 

employ 
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employ allotted him wherein he has been moft 
veriant, and for which he is beft qualified ; one is 
ordered to read, examine, and anfwer all letters 
and papers from the government of Ceylon j an- 
other thofe from the government of Amboyna, 
Banda and Ternate ; another infpedts papers re- 
lating to the commerce of the coaft of Coro- 
mandel and the bay of Bengal j another fuperin- 
tends the directorship of Surat and Perfia ; an- 
other the Cape and ifle Mauritias j only the ge- 
neral alone has the management of the corre- 
fpondence with the company in Europe. 

There are other particular offices and places 
of truft and importance at Batavia, i. The ge- 
neral propofes all matters in the council, and con- 
cludes all the refolutions, and directs all matters 
relating to the government of the company, to 
the council and fuperior officers. He is fworn 
to be faithful to the States in the difeharge of his 
function, and that he will never prefer any per- 
fon thro’ fear, favour, or affection, and only iucb 
as are moft diitinguifhed for their fidelity and 
abilities in the management of the company’^ 
affairs. 2. The director general : this officer de- 
termines the dilpofal, and deftination, and cargoes 
of all the company’s Blips, fells off and difpol'es 
of all goods, ftores, and provifions, takes charge 
of the trealure, and orders all payments, and 
gives receipts for monies. 3. Another officer has 
the management of the charity of orphans, and 
prelides in the chamber eftablilhed for that pur- 
pofe, this council confiding of the company’s 
fervants,- and the burghets, an equal number of 

each-, 
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each, and their office and truft are the fame as in 
the Netherlands. The council for this charity 
fits once a week. 4. A fourth officer is prefident 
of the college ofjuftice, and he muft always be 
a civilian. He gives judgment in all cafes civil 
and criminal, between the company and their 
fervants, or the burghers. None but the fervants 
of the company can be of this council, and of 
thofe none under the rank of copemen, and are 
ufually advocates, or fuch as have been bred up 
to the fludy of the civil law. 5. There is an- 
other perfon veiled with the character of prefi- 
dent of the college of Skepen and burgomafters. 
This judge determines in all cafes civil, criminal 
or military, between the burghers and others. 
The counfellors, or judges his affiflants, are three 
upper copemen in the fervice of the company, 
and three of the principal burghers. Both of 
thofe laft mentioned courts fit conltantly twice a 
week, and upon extraordinary occafions oftner. 
The place of their meeting is the ftadhoufe or 
town-houfe. All members of the ordinary coun- 
cil take an oath of fidelity to the governor and 
the States, that they will prefer no perfon from 
fear, or affection, but promote thofe who are found 
befi: qualified for the difcharge of the offices in 
their difpofal. The fecretary of the council at 
Batavia is a perfon of great abilities and experience, 
of the rank of upper copeman, takes place next 
to thole of the extraordinary council, and has the 
pay and allowance of a commandore. The ma- 
jority of voices in council determines. The fifeal 
has a d ;uble voice. No perfon is allowed to en- 
ter 
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ter any proteft, excepting only when the matter 
determined happens to be contrary to the orders 
of the company. 

Upon any uncommon emergency which re- 
quires fecrecy, the governor or director may af- 
femble a council of two or three members only, 
and may proceed according to their refolutions. 
All perfons of the quality of copeman, or up- 
per copeman, as alfo captains and lieutenants, 
are capacitated to fit in council in all govern- 
ments and directions, Batavia excepted. Thofe 
called feconds, that is to fay, the next perfon to 
the governor or director in their particular jurif- 
diCtionsf are generally copemen, and the chiefs 
in factories under the direction of fuperior go- 
vernments, are for the moft part either copemen, 
or under copemen s but if a perfon of higher 
rank ihould happen to come to a fettlement where 
an inferior officer is chief, the officer of the 
higheft quality takes place of the chief, and gives 
his advice in the affairs of the company, tho’ he 
does not act as a governor or director, without 
/pedal commiffion fo to do. 

All reiolutions in governments or direction? 
are entered in books for that purpofc, and ligned 
by the council j in fubordinate factories where 
no council is, they content them/elves with fuch 
books as are neceffary for the purpoles of the 
commerce. The office of fifeal leems to be im- 
plied in the oath he takes, that he fhall by all the 
means in his power difeover and feize all con- 
traband goods, and in general prevent all frauds 
againft- the intereft of the* company. This officer, 

who 
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whp is generally of the quality of copeman, or 
under copeman, is feldom above three years in 
that office, except at Batavia, where the two 
principal fifcals, who are of the rank of upper 
copemen, continue for many years in that em- 
ploy. The chief of thefe, who is called advo- 
cate -hfcal, takes cognizance of all treipafles, frauds 
and mifdemeanors in the fervice of the company, 
throughout all India, carries on adtions for that 
effedt, one half of the fines or profits arifing 
therefrom goes into his own pocket, the other 
to the company, who after the charge of the 
procefs is deduced, generally allow one third of 
their proportion to the poor. Thus the gover- 
nors, directors, or other perfons, are exempted 
from any fuch enquiries. 

Every year printed accounts of the ftate of af- 
fairs in Europe are fent by the company to their 
eftabliffiments thro’ all India, and their officers 
are enjoined to behave to the other nations of 
Europe in the Eaft, according to the correspon- 
dence of thofe powers for the time being with 
the Dutch in the weftern world. Abftradts of 
the rates of their goods in Europe, with the lofs 
and gain thereon, are alfo fent them, fo that the 
company negledts nothing that can contribute 
to enable her officers to make the belt of every 
conjundture that can poffibly happen. Thus 
every perfon is not only acquainted with the du- 
ties of his fundtion, and all the means fupplyed 
by which he may be enabled to difeharge them, 
but alfo the certain profpedt of advancing his own 
fortune and rank, contributes in an amazing man- 

■ ner 
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ner to the fuccefs of this wifely conftituted body 
of merchants. * 

The order and management of their fleets is in 
this manner. All (hips employed by the com- 
pany are their own property, and all the men 
employed in them are in their pay, and fworn to 
ferve them either by fea or land as occafion fhall 
require. There are two perfons, Ailed admirals, 
who are alfo members of the ordinary council of 
India. The equipage-mafter is amofficer of the 
quality of upper copeman, who has the care of all 
the Ihipping. This perfon mull; be a feafaring 
man, and is generally called commandore. His 
office is to diredt and provide every thing relating 
to the conftrudtion, repairing, or fitting out of 
fhips, and to take care of them in the harbours 
fo as that they receive no damage. They have 
alfo a fmall fort about three miles diftant from 
Batavia, which ferves for an arfenal, and where 
are depofited all manner of naval ftores, under 
the charge of a mailer fhip-builder, who alfo 
commands in the fort and illand. This officer is 
of the quality of upper copeman, and has large 
pay and allowance. When any fleet of war- 
fhips is fent out on any expedition, the perfon 
appointed admiral or general, is for the moft part 
a merchant of the quality of upper copeman, and 
fometimes one of the extraordinary council, and 
he has a council of merchants or military officers 
to aflift him as occafion requires. Thafe who 
go as admirals of the fleets fent from Batavia to 
Europe, are "filch perfons as have ferved in qua- 
lity of governors, directors, commanders, or upper 
Vox. 11 . *C c , copemcn. 
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copcmen, and are willing to return home. Their 
falaries are paid them till the day of their dif- 
charge from the fervice. If np perfon is willing 
to return, then in that cafe, one of the rank of 
copeman at leaft, is ordered for that fervice, who 
may return again, if he fo choofes. 

As to the command of their fhips fent from 
Europe, the fquadrons of two chambers have it 
by turns. The fquadron of the chamber of Am- 
frerdam, which of itfelf has two fourths of the 
capital frock of the company, and which includ- 
ing the frocks of the inferior chambers who ad- 
here to it, contributes three fourths of the funds, 
for that reafon carries the flag of command for 
three years, and that of Zealand, which fiirnifhes 
alone one fourth, carries the flag every fourth 
year j the merchant who has the command muft 
take his paflage upon a fhip of one of thofe two 
fquadrons. When a copeman or under cope- 
man goes from port to port on board one of the 
company’s fhips, he commands in her, as alfo all 
the fhips in company. When a fleet fails under 
a commodore, his council is to confift of cope- 
men and {keepers. In the cafe of a Angle {hip at 
fea, the council is to conflft of the copeman, 
{keeper, under copeman, book-keeper and freerf- 
man, and they are ever to purfue the courfe 
marked out by the printed directions, and to fet 
off their work every day upon the charts which 
are delivered up the very day of their Arrival in 
Holland or at Batavia. 

There is befides in every {hip a perfon of the 
rank of under copemkn or book-keeper, in the 

nature 
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nature of a purfer with us, who keeps an account 
of the (hip’s expences, (lores, provifions, men’s 
wages ; he is to take care that no embezzlements 
are made in the didribution of thole articles. 
Thefe are generally taken out of factories, and 
take place according to their rank and capacity at 
the time of their tranflation. This perfon, tho’ 
no more than an affidant at the time of his being 
promoted, takes place of the (leerfmen, next to 
the (keeper, on account of his office, or, as the 
Dutch term it, the pen. All chiefs or heads of 
factories may difpofe of all (hips and perfons un- 
der their chieflhip, as the fervice requires ; and 
they may alfo take out men, provifions and (lores, 
notwithstanding that the (hips whence they are 
fo taken, may have come there thro’ accident or 
neceffity only. 

The concerns of the poor in India are thus re- 
gulated. There is at Batavia, and all govern- 
ments, a body called the chamber of orphans, 
and a council confiding of one half the (ervants 
of the company of the quality of copemen or up- 
per copemen, and one half principal burghers, 
befides a fecretary and other affidants. They fit 
once a-week, and have the abfolute difpofal of 
orphans, and edates of decealed perfons. At Po- 
licat, and in all the governments under Batavia, 
there are only two perfons of the chamber of or- 
phans, and a fecretary, all of them the fervants of 
the company. The chambers in thofe govern- 
ments are nj}t accountable to any others either 
in Batavia or Holland, and the edates of perfons 
who deceafe in that^articular government, are 

j)C*c 2 ' under 
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under their charge, and their wills, inventories,' 
and accounts, are there regiftered. They are to 
keep fair and diftindl: books of their tranfa&ions, 
and thofe books are by the matter of the orphans 
chamber at Policat, to be prefented before the go- 
vernor every three months for his inipedtion. 
Thofe appointed for this office generally con- 
tinue in it two years or longer, and in cafe of a 
vacancy, the remaining incumbent is obliged to 
continue a year longer in office to inftruft him 
who fucceeds. They take an oath to difcharge 
their function with juftice, and to keep fecret the 
concerns of the chamber. 

The fecretary mutt give three thoufand pago- 
das fecurity for the performance of his truft, and 
is refponfible for all goods fold at outcries, for 
which he receives three per cent. He may alfo 
deny any man to offer at thofe files, or to buy, if 
he doubts of his capacity to pay. The chamber 
of orphans may call upon any perfon whatever to 
affift with their advice in difficult matters, and 
no perfon, not even the governor, is at liberty to 
refufe his attendance. This council is allowed 
two and an half per cent, out of the Tales of the 
goods of the deceafed, but nothing is received 
for fums of money left in c..fh. The above pre- 
mium is equally divided betwixt the prefident and 
matters. This chamber takes charge of all oi>* 
phans, as alfo the management of their eftate, 
and their education, till the age of twenty-three, 
when wha'ever was left them -iv given into their 
hands with increafe and i^cereft thereof till that 
time. And in cafe their e dates are in Europe, 
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the chamber caufes all their efFedts, or the value 
of them, to be fent them. This council lend 
the Turns in their hands to the company's cheft 
at Batavia, for which they receive nine per cent, 
intereft, and is depofited with freemen, or others, 
upon fufficient fecurity, at twelve per cent, per 
annum, tho’ at Policat the company ufually pay 
fix per cent, for fuch monies only. In cafe a 
perfon dies without heirs in India, or inteftate, 
that is to fay, without making any will, this 
chamber takes care of his effects till fuch time as 
the next heir demands them. The chamber may 
alfo require an eftate from a widow to whom it 
has been left in truft for her children, and keep 
itfor them: and even when they leave the mother 
in poflefiion of this truft, they never fail to tajee 
a copy of the will, and to take her obligation v for 
the fame. Tho’ they may keep and manage any 
orphan’s eftate at pleafure, yet they do commonly 
put it into the company’s hands, taking their ob- 
ligation for it. Every child receives a full pro- 
portion of his father’s eftate as the law enjoins, 
notwithftanding any will to the contrary. When 
a man in the fervice of the company dies, the 
official is not permitted to touch his papers, nor is 
the chamber obliged to make any declaration of his 
concerns to the fifeals of the company, and if money 
is due to him for wages, the chamber receives 
it for the account of the heirs of the deceafed. 
The poor are by the company not only intitled 
to one third -of -their fhare of confifcations for 
contraband traffic,' or mifdemeanors, but alfo to 

^ fines 
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fines for offences, and the confifcations of the 
eftates of thofe condemned to capital punishment, , 
There are befides many overfeers of the poor at 
Batavia, and alfo at other places, and thefe have 
cognizance of aW poor chriftians under the go-- 
vernment of the company, of whatever nation 
they be, and make collections every Sunday for 
their relief, each perfon receiving in proportion 
to their neceffities. The poor have always aeon - 
fiderable flock before-hand arifing from confif- 
cations and charitable benefactions, which is lent 
out to the company at intereft, and this intereft 
they employylfor their occafional wants. And 
tho’ the intereft of their capital is already fuffici- 
ent to fupport them, the weekly collections are 
however conftantly made in order to provide 
againft all difafters, whether thro’ wars, misfor- 
tunes, great mortality, or any other caufe whatfo- 
ever. Thefe overfeers of the poor are to keep 
fair and exaCt accounts of all their tranfaCtions, 
whether receipts or payments, with a lift of all 
fuch as receive the benefit of this charity. 

After furveying this plan of the Dutch policy 
in the Indies, it will be no difficult matter to 
conceive in what manner they have raifed to 
themfelves fo powerful and extenfive an empire 
in the Eaft, and that the advantages they poflefs 
over all other nations in thofe parts, are the effeCl 
of a moft wife and juft eftabliffiment, and a 
plan conftantly purfued without the leaft de- 
viation. — ■ 


Notwithftanding the fplepdor and magnificence, 
*. and 
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and high power with which their general is in- 
verted, he is obliged to a perpetual application 
to bufinefs, from which there is no manner of 
refpite allowed him ; and the fame thing holds 
true with refpedt to the diredfcor-general, and the 
other members of the council of the Indies, who 
have as much more bufinefs to manage as their 
appointments are above thofe *of other officers, 
and who are obliged to make the ftridteft ac- 
count in what manner they exercife the vaft 
power and authority committed unto them. By 
thofe examples, all their other officers are obliged 
to a conftant and careful difcharge of the duties 
of their refpe&ive functions, and from which 
they can never hope to be exempted, when they 
fee the perfons inverted with the highcft dignities 
and authority, obliged to a ftridter and more la- 
borious application than themfelves. And the 
care of the affairs of their fervants, with the en- 
couragement given to thole who merit well of 
the company, are circumftances of the higheft 
importance and advantage to this intereft, as 
well as that laudable frugality and ceconomy in the 
charge of all their eftablilhments,and the care taken 
to preferve the proper fubordination to the re- 
public, all which may be faid to be thofe arts 
by which fo noble a fabric was firrt reared, and 
afterwards augmented and preferved in all its 
magnificence and vigour. To fay nothing of 
their ftri<£l care, that the children of fuch perfons 
as die in the ifervice of the company fhall enjoy 
the fruits of their parents labour, which promotes 

*C c 4 induftry, 
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induftry, and by encouraging marriages, mul- 
tiplies their fubjedls without exhaufting the mo- 
ther country : how laudable is that care for the 
poor, by which the unfortunate are fecured in 
the enjoyment of the advantages of their birth- 
right, as citizens and denizens of the republic 
of the United Provinces, in the moft remote 
climates ! No wonder fuch a people Ihould in 
the extremities of the earth preferve unchanged 
their affection for a country, from whom they 
receive fuch marks of the moft tender care and 
indulgence ! 

I {hall now proceed to lay before my readers 
the (Economy of this flourifhing company at 
home, in order at once to {hew the profits arifing 
from this lucrative commerce ; the methods 
purfued to fatisfy every proprietor in the fulleft 
manner, that fuch profits are diftributed with 
the ftridteft regard to juftice, by the perfons en- 
trufted with the direction of their affairs; in 
what manner the republic of the Seven 
United Provinces preferves her proper weight 
and authority, by which {he not only maintains 
her own rights, but alfo provides for the advan- 
tage and fecurity of this corporation ; finally, to 
enable the reader to make a juft eftimate of the 
advantages of this trading fociety to her mother 
country, and of the wealth (he has drawn from 
this foundation, from the asra of its eftablifti- 
ment to a very late period. 

The original and primary ftock'or funds of' 
the Dutch company for ,tb6 commerce of the 
f emote Eaftern cour.tric *>/ confifted of the fum 

of 
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of fix millions four hundred fifty-nine thoufand 
eight hundred and forty florins. This fum was 
raifed in this manner. 


Amfterdam furnifhed 
Zealand — — — 

Delft 

Rotterdam — — 
Horn - — ■ 

Enchuyfen — 


Florins, 3,674,915 

i,333> 882 

— ■ 470,000 

177,4°° 

266,868 

536,775 


6,459,840 

In each of the above places a chamber was 
fettled, that for Zealand being feated in Mid- 
dleburgh, and from thofe are chofen the feven- 
teen deputies or directors, who manage the affairs 
of the company. They meet four times a year 
fucceflively at Amfterdam, and twice alternately 
at Middleburgh, but not at all at any of the other 
towns. Thefe deputies, which form the fo- 
vereign council of the company, tho’ they are 
fubjett to the authority of the States General, 
are chofen in the following manner. The cham- 
ber of Amfterdam fends eight members ; that 
of Zealand four ; Delft, Rotterdam, Horn, 
and Enchuyfen, one each j and thefe places, the 
Maes, Middleburgh, and North Holland, chufe 
one a piece, by turns. The plurality of voices 
determines in this council, which reprefents the 
fbvereignty df the whole body, and which re- 
gulates add orders all matters of importance, 
fuch as creating or appointing of counfellors, 
captains, or other officers, the equipment of 
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fhipv the fale of all goods, the diftrilpution of 
the promts and dividends ; in. all which matters, 
as well as in every thing elfe, the particular cham- 
bers are obliged to a perfedt compliance with 
their orders. ’Tis by their appointment alfo 
that the time is fixt for the fale of goods, in 
refpedt of which the fame regard is had to juftice, 
and the proportion of the flocks of the particular 
chambers, as in the choice of the directors. Thus 
one half of all goods is fold in the chamber of Am- 
derdam-j in-that of Middleburgh, one fourth} and 
in each of the four chambers remaining, one 
fixteenth part of the goods, which become the 
property of the higheft bidder. 

There are alfo other deputies belonging to 
the refpedtive chambers, befides the feventeen 
already mentioned which are fent to the fove- 
reign court. Of thefe lad the city of Amfter- 
dam has ten, befides the former eight } and 
Haerlem, Leyden, Utrecht, Dort and Tergoe, 
fend each of them one member ; as the pro- 
vinces of Guelderland and Frizeland, and Zea- 
land, befides the four members already men- 
tioned, have eight or ten more, from the feve- 
ral towns in thofe provinces. All thofe depu- 
ties are to give their advice in their refpedtive 
chambers, and in cafe of the deceafe of any 
piember, the town to which he belongs chufe 
three others, from whom the magiftrates choofe 
him who. is to fit as deputy. The prefident of 
this committee, which meets twice a week, con- 
tinues in office for a month, every one poffef- 
flng this place ii\ his tu#i, ' There are two ad- 

^ vocates. 
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vocates, whofe <luty is to tranfmit all the refo- 
lutiOns of the company to their officers in the 
Indies, who a£t in confequence of thofe advices. 
Eiglit of thofe deputies have the management of 
what relates to the marine, to war, and to the 
building of (hips ; four others have the infpec- 
tion of the magazines, and the care of all goods 
whether arrived from or fent to the Indies ; four 
keep the monies of the company, and the re- 
maining deputies are entrufted with the keeping 
the accounts and other affairs relating to order, 
and with the diftribution of juftice, which they 
difpenfe with a wonderful impartiality and inte- 
grity, the greateft officers of the company having 
in matters of right no manner of regard paid him 
beyond that which is fhewn to the meaneft mari- 
ner in the fervice. 

There are other regulations which prevent the 
company from becoming a body feparated from 
the ftate and independent on its authority ; fuch 
as, that two relations never fhall be admit- 
ted into the court of directors, by which all 
unjuft or clandeftine combinations are taken 
away, which convert all public defigns into pri- 
vate jobs, by which a few particulars are en- 
riched at the expence of the public weal. At 
the end of every three years the States General 
command an account of all the tranfa&ions of 
the company to be laid before them, when a 
ftritft fcrutinft is made, that they do not tranf- 
grefs the bounds or conceffions in their charter, 
that the proprietors are not defrauded out of any 
part of their right, that this traffic be purfued 
- • - without 
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withatit detriment to the common weal of the 
republic, all which regulations having a furprifing 
good effect on the affairs of this fociety. For- 
merly the committee appointed to this fcrutiny, 
ufed to go to Amflerdam, where they took up a 
confiderable time in the performance of their 
truft, and were maintained all this while at the 
company’s expence. But upon the remonftrance 
of the company, they were permitted (in 1728) 
to fend a deputation to the Hague in order to 
prefent their accounts for the infpeCtion of the 
States. 

The order obferved in the company’s ma- 
gazines is perfectly furprizing, and thofe who 
are entrufted with the care of this part of ffieir 
concerns, are obliged to find fecurity in a^on- 
fiderable fum for their integrity, and the due dis- 
charge of their office, the leaft breach of which 
is punifhed with the moll examplary feverity, a 
conduct obferved with refpedt to every individual 
perfon in their fervice, the diredtors themfelves 
not being exempted from receiving a punifhment 
ftill more fever e than others, upon the fmalleft 
fraud committed. Thus every thing is con- 
ducted with the greateft care, application, and 
order, in all the different branches of their af- 
fairs, a remarkable inftance whereof may be 
feen in their dock-yard, where their Ships are 
built and refitted, in which, notwithflanding 
that twelve hundred perfons are ce-.nftantly em- 
ployed in it, there is as much order, preferved 
as in that of any private builder poffibly can be. 

They am faid to encourage fuch failors as re- 
turn 



the EAST-INDIES. 397 

tarn from the Indies in the diflipation of what 
they have gotten in the voyage, who by favour 
of the company’s indulgence in this particular 
foon reduce themfelves to their original indi- 
gence, and thus lay themfelves under the ne- 
ceflity of entering again into the fervice, where 
a failor ufed to the burning heats of thofe climes 
is preferred to any other. All perfons employed 
in the fervice undergo an examination, that the 
company may be fatisfied of their being qualified 
for the ftations for which they are candidates, 
and difpenfations thro’ intereft or favour are very 
rarely allowed of. 

The original adtions or flocks of this company 
confifted of the fum of three thoufand florins, 
that is to fay, a perfon poflefied of this fum in 
the flock or funds of the company, had one 
adtion, and fo of other fuqis. At this day an 
adtion is worth from twenty-five to twenty-fix 
thoufand florins, which vary in their value in 
proportion as the dividend* made upon the ca- 
pital to the proprietors, are fold at a higher or 
under price. No perfon can be a diredtor, but 
fuch as have two adtions at leaft in the com- 
pany’s funds, and none can have a voice in the 
eledtion of diredtors, but fuch as poflefs one 
adtion in the flock of this fociety. The falary 
of the diredtors vary according to the chamber 
to which they belong. Thofe of the chamber 
of Amfterd^m have appointments of three thou- 
fand florins per annum, tho’ thofe of fome other 
chambers have no more than twelve hundred. 

TTo thing 
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Nothing can be eafier or more expeditious than 
the manner of buying or difpofing of flocks in 
this company. As foon as the price is agreed 
upon, the parties repair to the India houfe, where 
the feller deiires the clerk of the book in which 
his flock is entered, to transfer fuch a fum from 
his account to that of the buyer, which he then 
figns, as alfo a receipt for the price received for ^ 
fuch flock, which tranfadtion muft pafs in pre- 
fence of a director, who muft alfo fign the whole, 
and thus all poflibility of fraud is taken away. 
The expence of this transfer amounts to about 
feven {hillings and fix pence fterling. Notwith- 
ftanding that the directors fettle the time of fales, 
and alfo the quantity and quality of the goods to ‘ 
be fold, dividing the profits arifing from fuch 
fales amongft: the proprietors, yet they have never 
at any fale divided the entire profits, and that 
for reafons extremely folid. For firft, there is a 
neceflity for referving fome part of thefe profits, 
for the expences o£ their governments, for long 
wars and expenfive expeditions and equipments, 
and alfo to prevent the finking of their credit by 
any fudden lofles, or from other caufes. Befides 
the renewal of their charter, and other favours 
and graces from the ftate, may be faid to have 
been obtained at no fmall expence to this fociety. 
It has moreover been deemed expedient, to have 
a confiderable treafure depofited in bank, to an- 
fwer the exigences of the ftate a^> well as thofe 
of the company. And not only fo, but there 
has frequently been a neceflity to referve, and 

fometimes 
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fometimes even! to deftrov, great quantities of 
fpices, and other valuable commodities, in order 
to prevent the finking of the value of thofe ar- 
ticles. They have alfo fometimes paid their 
proprietors their proportions in cloves, mace, and 
nutmegs, ' at a low price, by which the perfons 
fo paid, have gained great profits. 

The following account of the dividends made 
by this company for a confiderable number of 
years, will contribute more than any thing to 
give an accurate idea of its importance, and of the 
flourifliing condition in which it has always fub- 
fifted. 

Table of the dividends of the Dutch Eaft- 
India company fropi the year fixteen hundred 
and five inclulive. w/ 


Time of Sales. Proportions paid, and in what. 


1 60 c July the 1 ft, was paid 
b March — — 

7 July 

8 April — — — 

9 June 

10 April — — 

November — - 


j 2 December 

15 Auguft 

j6 Febityry — 
20 A^pril — 
23 November — 

\ \ * 


15 

75 

40 

20 


per cent, 
in money. 


25 J 

75 

5° 

7'n 


in mace, 
in pepper. 


57i 

42 - ^ in money. 

625 

37 * . , 

25 in cloves. 
7625* Auguft 



4 00 A NEW HISTORY of 

Time of Sales. Proportions paid, and in what 


1625 Auguft 
2 j March 
29 January 
31 January 
33 December 
■5 r March 
May 
Auguft 

36 March • 
November 

37 March 
November 

38 October 
November 

40 January - 
November 

41 February 
Noven.oer 

42 December 

43 January 

44 November 
December 

46 January 
December 

48 January 

49 ditto 

5 0 ditto - 

51 ditto 

52 ditto 
33 ditto 
54 June 


per cent, 

> in money. 


cloves] 


1 in fpices. 

in cloves, 
in money. 


| in fpices* 



*5 J 1 T 

1655 January 
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Time of Sales. Proportions paid, and in what. 


16 55 January 
56 December 

58 ditto 

59 ditto 

60 November 

61 ditto 
63 ditto 
65 January 

68 June 

69 July 

70 June 

71 ditto 

J ul y 

72 June 


73 J une 


76 February 


79 January — — * 


80 January 

81 ditto \ — 

82 July ' — 

/ *> 

Voi.il. \\ 


Dd 


per cent, 
in money* 


12 * 

27I 
40 
12* 

40 
2 5 
30 
27; 

12 * 

12 * 

40 

45 

i 5 

r in bonds 
1 payable by 
V* * ) the pro- 
I vince of 
L Holland. 

{ in bonds 
at 4 per 
cent. 

r Ditto on 
1 the pro- 
2 -5 j vince of 
[.Holland. 


25 

22* 

33j 


1 


in compa- 
ny’s bonds. 


'1685 Feb. 
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Time of Sales. Proportions paid, and in what. 


1685 February 

86 May 

87 April 

88 ditto 

89 ditto 

90 ditto 

91 Auguft 

92 April 

93 ditto 
94. ditto 



95 November 

96 June 
98 ditto 


September 
99 June 

December 
1700 July 

1 May 

2 ditto 

3 ditto 

4 June 

5 May 
i) ditto 

7 Aptil 

8 May 

9 ditto 

10 dit*o 

11 ditto 


40 
12; 

20 
335 
33 » J „. 


per cent, 
in money. 


40 

20 

2 5 

20 

20 

25 

>5 

i 5 


fin bonds of 
the com- 
pany at 3* 
per cent, 
payable in 

l>74°- 
ditto at 3 1 
per cent, 
payable 
alfo in 
■ 1740. 


( 


'S 

20 

l S 

2 5 

20 

20 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

2 .; 

2‘5 

2f 

*25 


per cent, 
in money. 


1712 


May 


j * 



thp <*4AT4NI>I&3.' 
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Time of Sales. Proportions paid, ar*d; in w hat* 


1712 May 

13 ditto 

14 ditto 

15 April 

16 May 

17 ditto 

18 ditto 

19 ditto 

20 ditto 

21 June 

22 May 

23 ditto 

24 ditto 

25 ditto 

26 June 

27 May 

28 ditto 




15 

30 

335 


40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

33 1 
3 ® 

I2i 

20 

25 

20 


I pet cent. 
>in money 


15 J 


The whole amounting to 2784 percent. 


Thus one year with another the proprietors of 
this flock have received a profit of fomewhat 
more than twenty-four per cent, per annum, a 
prodigious acquifition of wealth (the confumpt 
of the nation only excepted) to the Dutch re- 
public, and it is even an advantage to have this 
confumpt, tl$e only caufe of objection to this 
traffic, Jupplidd by the citizens of the common- 
wealth ; and at leafi a lefs evil, that the flates of 
Afia flWuld Bov enriched by the luxury of the 
*\ \ \ l 3 d 2 * people. 
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people, than that neighbouring countries by ap- 
plying them with thofe articles allowed by all to 
be pernicious, fhould have it in their power to in- 
vade and maintain a war againft a ftate, by the 
force of that money which their own fupinenefs 
in neglecting the India trade might fuller fuch 
neighbours to rob them of. The amount of 
the dividends of the company in the year fixteen 
hundred and eighteen are faid to have extended 
to no lefs than eighteen millions fterling, a pro- 
digious profit arifing from fix millions and a half 
of florins, a fum equal to no more than fix hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling nearly. 
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THE 


history 

O F T H E 

COMMERCE 

OF THE 

EAST-INDIES. 


BOOK III. 

Hi/lory of the Trade of Great Britain to 
the Eaft-Jndies. 


N E X T to the Dutch, the English nation is 
juftlJi reputed to poffefs the greateft (hare 
in the commerce to the Indies. Thofe countries 


were not Unsown to this ifland in ancient times. 
As far backrn'ft-Xe reign of the great Alfred, a 
' \ D d 3 prince 
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prince whole glory will ever adorn the annals of 
England, the charity of this magnanimous king 
fettt one Sighelmus to carry alms to relieve cer- 
tain poor chriftians in the Indies. This perfon 
executed the commiffion of the king, and at his 
death, left in the treafury of the church of Shire- 
burn of which he had been made bifhop, a great 
quantity of fpices and jewels, an unqucftionable 
proof of the certainty of this fa£t. However, it 
is far from being true, that there was any kind 
pf diredt commerce between the people of this 
nation and thofe remote kingdoms. On the 
contrary, we knew nothing of the produce of 
India but thro’ the conveyance of the Venetians, 
who, from the time that the northern barbarians 
had overthrown the Roman empire, and toge- 
ther with it all the traffic of the Eaft, which had 
changed its channel from Alexandria to Trebe- 
zon, Damafcus and Aleppo, had with Genoa, 
Pifa, and other free cities, poffeffed themfelves 
of this rich commerce. An annual fhip of pro- 
digious burthen fupplied this country with thefe 
rich commodities. Thefe goods, which the Ve- 
netians had in their power to give us at their 
own price, coft this nation an infinite deal of 
treafure. And in this condition did this traffic 
fubfift and continue till the time of queen Eli- 
zabeth, when one of their caracks, a fhip of vaft 
burthen, was fhipwrecked on the ill? of Wight. 
The fight of fo immenfe a cargo, which was 
then loft, whetted the ardor of the merchants to 
attempt the trade to T urkey, the only route by 
which all thst traffic was of , /d on in/' thofe 

’ ' days. 
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days. This accident gave birth and exigence to 
this new trade by way of the Levant. 

The original of the Eaft-India trade of Great 
Britain directly to thofe remote lands, that is to 
fav th;o’ the ocean, was this. Queen Elizabeth, 
thw Chs n-'d r-' icured her fubjedts the liberty of 
t . ■ • r. f.i.- ..y for thofe Eaft-India commo- 

d ->v 1 .J 1 the Venetians as above were 

wt/’.r • , ,nth us, was fenfible that fomething 

gr > f . .as ft: 11 wanting to the Englifh com- 
nui- . One Thorne, a merchant of London, 
who traded to Seville, having by his long refi- 
dence in that city gained a perfedt knowledge 
of the Eaft-India trade, reprefented to Henry VIII. 
what infinite advantages his kingdom might reap 
from this traffic, adding how glorious fuch an 
enterprize would be for the king of England, 
not only to carry on the lucrative trade of .the 
Indies by his own people, but alfo to rival the 
Portugueze by purfuing it like them by a way 
hitherto unknown to others, which was that of 
the North. 

This paffage by the North, whereof the diffi- 
culties have never as yet been furmounted, was 
treated as a projedt too hazardous to be attempted. 
So that Mr. Thorne’s fcheme being rejected, Sir 
Francis Drake had the honour to be confidered 
as he whofe information gave birth to this trade, 
as the lights and informations he communicated 
were of a more folid nature, as being derived 
from experience and his own knowledge. This 
was in the'ygfcr mdlxxviii. The following 
year Stephens \vcAt into the Indies by the route 
V Dd 4 - ' of 



r 4o8 A NEW HISTORY of 

of the Portugueze round the Cape of Good Hope,' 
and lent a full account of what he had feen in 
his voyage from Goa where he then relided. 
The voyage of the famous Candilhe round the 
world in the year mdlxxxvi opened a certain paf- 
lage into the Eaft j and in mdxc three fhips 
under captain George Raymond failed into the 
Indies with delign to cruize upon the Portu- 
gueze. Of this fmall fquadron not one (hip 
returned, except one that had been lent back 
from the Cape of Good Hope with the lick, and 
which had never been in the Indies. 

Though no Ihips had been fent into the Eaft 
in this period by the Englilh on account of traffic, 
yet numbers of Englilh failors had been in thofe 
parts in the fervice of foreigners. Thefe men 
returning into their own country, gave a perfect 
account of thofe parts, adding that Englilh fac- 
tories might be eftablilhed, and a trade carried on 
thither with the greateft facility imaginable. 
This occalioned many rich men, as well mer- 
chants as the nobility and others, to apply to the 
queen (Elizabeth) for a charter empowering them 
to undertake this trade. Their requeft was granted 
in December mdc, which was the forty-third of 
her reign. 

By this charter they were created a body cor 
porate, under the title of THE GOVERNOR 
AND COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF 
LONDON TRADING TO THk EAST-IN- 
DIES. A common feal was p anned them j 
Thomas Smyth, efquire, aldern^n of London, 
; was appointed their firft governor, and. a court 

■ of 
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of directors eftabliffied to be chofen, on, or within 
fix days after, the firft day of July yearly. They 
were alfo empowered to make by-laws, to export 
goods free of cuftom for four years, to export to 
the amount of thirty thoufand pounds in foreign 
coin, with licence to do the fame every voyage, 
provided they brought into the kingdom the like 
fum arifing from goods exported into foreign 
countries. This charter excluded all others from 
this traffic, and the queen obliged herfelf not to 
grant any charter to other merchants for the term 
of fifteen confecutive years ; but with this pro- 
vifo, that if within that fpace this charter ffiould 
appear to be in any refpedt detrimental to the 
public, it Ihould upon two years warning under 
the privy-feal, become null and void. But if 
experience ffiould make it appear, that this new 
corporation was for the weal , and benefit of this 
nation, that then ffie laid herfelf under the obli- 
gation of a promife, not only to renew their 
charter, but to add fuch other claufes and graces, 
as ffiould appear mod conducive to the advantage 
of this commerce, to the good of the undertak- 
ers, and to the benefit and intereft of the kingdom 
in general, the true end of all public enterprises. 

In confequence of this charter, a joint ftock 
was began to be raifed for carrying this lcheme 
into execution ; and fo much was it relifhed, 
that in a very ffiort time fevcnty-two thouland 
pounds werb paid into their treafurer’s hands. 
Where^re ||ve flout ffiips were fitted out in 
order to mak\ the firft; attempt in the new com- 
merce of the Ef/i. Thele were the Dragon of 

fix 
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fix hundred tuns burthen j this was the admiral j 
the Hector, vice-admiral, of three hundred ; 
the Afcet?fion, alfo of three hundred ; and 
the Gtfeft, a (lore (hip, of one hundred 
and thirty. This fleet, which coft forty five 
thoufand pounds equipping, was manned with 
four hundred and eighty men, and carried 
a cargo of twenty-feven thoufand pounds value, 
firft purchafe in England, the whole amounting 
to feventy-two thoufand pounds, the entire ca- 
pital of this new company. The fuccefs of the 
expedition was equal to the expectations of the 
adventurers : captain James Lancafter, after a 
profperous voyage to the Indies, concluded a 
treaty with the king of Achen, fent a veflcl to 
trade to the Moluccos, and erected a factory in 
the ifland of Java ; which done, he returned to 
England after a happy navigation, with confi- 
derable profits for his employers. 

Soon after king James fuceeeding to the throne 
of England, gave this new eftablifhment all the 
countenance (hewn it by his predeceflbr, which 
together with the profits of the late voyage de- 
termined them to make a frefh attempt. In 
1604 Sir Henry Middleton was pitched upon to 
command in this expedition, in which three 
(hips were fent out with proper afl'ortments. 
The admiral vifited the Molucco iflands, and 
alfo that of Java, all the princes of thofe parts 
(hewing him the greateft civility &nd refpeCl. 
The Dutch did not obferve an equal >;qn^,':£i with 
relpeCt to their old allies. Thej£ looked with 
jealous eyes on the attempts * 'nation, ^whofe 
' ' advan- 
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advantages and talents for trade were at leaft 
equal to their own j wherefore they began to 
praftife the fame arts with regard to the Englifh 
which the Portugueze had formerly made ufe 
of againft themfelves, that is to fay, they em- 
ployed all their induftry in fcandalizing and ca- 
lumniating the Englifh nation amongft the In- 
dian princes, reprefenting them as a cruel, per- 
fidious, and domineering people, whofe bufinefs 
in the Eaft was very different from that of trade, 
their thoughts being bent upon nothing lefs than 
the enflaving of thofe countries who admitted 
them. This conduct of the Dutch towards our 
countrymen in the infancy of their Indian com- 
merce, was what gave occafion to thofe difputes 
that enfued between the two nations. Sir Henry 
Middleton fet fail from Bantam, with letters 
and prefents for the king (James I.) and arrived 
in the Downs in May mdcvi, having loft one 
of his fhips and abundance of his men. The 
year following a third equipment was made, 
and captain Keeling was difpatched into the 
Eaft with three fhips. In fpite of all the op- 
pofition of the Dutch, who again difturbed the 
Englifh traders, this voyage was fignally fuc- 
cefsful, efpecially at the Moluccos, where thofe 
republicans did all that in them lay to difguft 
them at their new commerce. They returned 
to England wjith a rich loading of all forts of 
fpices, and arrived in the Downs in May mdcx, 
and, wh'iu\is l very Angular inftance of good 
fortune iq fo loi\g a voyage, without the lofs of 
fo mucl. ^a§ one rfu n. Captain William Haw- 

kins 
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kins had been fent out with this fleet, in qua- 
lity of ambalfador, to fettle a treaty of friendlhip 
and commerce with the Great Mogul, which 
commiflion he executed with great prudence and 
fuccefs. Two Ihips had been fent out to the 
coafts of Arabia and the Red-lea, in the year 
mdcvii, with indifferent fuccefs. And two 
years afterwards captain Middleton was fent to 
the Moluccos, where the Dutch formed the 
defign of feizing his fhip. Notwithftanding, he 
had the addrefs to efcape this fnare, and fet out 
for England with a prodigious rich cargo. He 
is faid to have brought home for the account of 
his employers, one hundred and thirty-nine 
tons of nutmegs, the fame quantity of mace, 
befides pepper and other valuable commodi- 
ties. 

This fuccefs of the company, and the money 
they faved to the nation, which foreigners were 
wont to drain from it by fupplying us with thofe 
commodities, not to reckon what it gained by 
the exportation of her manufactures and pro- 
duce, and of goods of the produce and manu- 
facture of India fold to other European nations, 
all thefe were fo many arguments with the king 
to countenance a company that appeared to be 
fo beneficial to the public. Whereforeupon 
their firft application, (in May 1609) he con- 
fented to enlarge their charter to what extent 
they defired, and to render thofe advantages per- 
petual. The company feeing fucjj .hopes of en- 
joying the fruits of fo many ad v/tti£*?sp began to 
build their own Ihips, whicljutlCey had formerly 

been 
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been in ufe to purchafe ready built in fome of 
the Hanfe towns, a confiderable advantage of 
itfelf to them and to the nation in general. 
The firft attempt in this new art of naval archi- 
tecture, was at the fame time a monument of 
the company’s wealth, and of their fpirit for 
commerce. This fine (hip was fitted to carry 
a loading of one thoufand and two hun- 
dred tons, and is faid by Englifh writers 
to have been the firft fhip of great burthen ever 
built on this fide the feas. A pinnace which 
carried a burthen of two hundred and fifty tons, 
was alfo built at the fame time ; fhe was to fail 
as tender to the other. This was then looked 
upon as a matter of fo much moment and utility 
to the public, that the king and prince of Wales, 
with a great number of the principal nobility, 
were prefent at the launching of thefe great Bri- 
tifh-built fhips j and fo great was the public joy 
on this occafion, that all the rich utenfils made 
ufe of at the entertainments on board of them, 
were left to be taken away by thofe who waited 
at table, or to whoever elfe had an inclination 
for them. The greater velfel was named by his 
majefty the Trade’s Increafe, the pinnace was 
called the Pepper-corn. Both of them were 
equipped to fea, with two others in company, in 
the fpring following, the whole expence amount- 
ing to eighty thoufand pounds flerling. Sir Henry 
Middleton commanded in this expedition. Soon 
after fe*Un,jvec\a Angle lhip ; and in the fpring of 
the year 1711/ three fhips were fent out under 
/' - . the 
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the command of captain John Saris, the expence 
of which equipment amounted to three-fcore 
thoufand pounds. 

A new inconvenience attended thofe prospe- 
rities ; the Portugueze did all that lay in their 
power to hinder the English commerce on the 
coaSls of India. Wherefore the company were 
obliged to expend more treafure upon the fitting 
out of the next fquadron, which put to Sea in 
the year above mentioned. The largeSl of the 
four Ships fitted out for this expedition, com- 
manded by captain Thomas Beil, arrived fafe at 
Surat, where he fettled a fadtory. This nego- 
tiation was fcarce compleated, when the viceroy 
of Goa, hearing of what had pafled, fitted out 
a Strong fleet to fall upon him. This armament 
confiiled of four great Ships, called galleons, be- 
sides twenty-fix gallies, aboard of which were 
five thoufand men, with an hundred and thirty 
pieces of great ordnance. Beil was not Shaken 
with fo terrible a power, but refolved with his 
own Ship and a fmall pinnace only, to attempt 
or fuffer every thing in defence of his new 
establishment. He accordingly engaged the 
Portugueze fleet, and had the honour to triumph 
over an enemy fo fuperior to him, after having 
killed twelve hundred of their men. From 
henceforward the Portugueze have never dared 
to moleSl the English on the coaSt of India. 
The brave English captain, after making the beil 
ufe of his vidtory for the profperitv of the fac- 
tory, fet fail for the island of Java, 'Gfhcre he 

took 
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took on board a rich cargo, and fet out for 
London, at which metropolis he arrived fafe in 
the month of July in the year 1614. 

Captain Satis alfo returned in this year, his 
(hips being likewife freighted with immenfe 
riches. Sir Thomas Smyth, the then governor 
of the company, was employed to remonftrate 
to the king, that it were not only for the ad- 
vantage of the company’s affairs, but alfo highly 
for the honour of the nation, if a perfon of rank 
and diftindtion were fent to the court of the 
Mogul emperor, verted with the charadter of 
ambaffador, inftead of the agent the company 
had fent to the court of that monarch. Where- 
fore Sir Thomas Roe was fent out in this high 
quality, and captain Keeling was ordered to 
fea with tour fine (hips to convoy him to India, 
where he was fafely landed, and afterwards per- 
formed the orders of his commiffion with great 
fuccefs. The company began now to extend 
her power, and the fovereignty of her mother 
country, over different parts in India. The 
ifiand of Banda was by their induftry procured 
to the crown of England, the inhabitants fur- 
rendering it by a formal inftrument. This right 
did not prevent the Dutch from attempting to 
reduce thofe places under their own power, 
they pretending in the mean while that their 
title and claim were of a higher and more an- 
cient date. * At the fame time the Englifh pro- 
cured the fut^-ender of Lantore, by a like folemn 
inftrument, which was dated on the twenty- 
fourth day oTKovember 1620. 


Thefe 
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Thcfe proceedings, which promifed great ad- 
vantages for ,the company by fecuring a large 
portion of the fpice trade, ferved only to haften 
her deftrudtion. The accounts of the differences 
betwixt the two companies of the feveral nations 
arriving in Europe, negociations were fet on foot 
for the fettling thofe mercantile affairs. For this 
purpofe there had been iffued by king James 
two feveral commiffions for treaties on this head, 
the one in the year 1613, when the conferences 
were held in London, and the fecond in 1615, 
when this affair was canvaffed at the Hague, 
both times to no manner of purpofe. So that 
there was a neceffity for a new negociation, 
which was begun in the year 1619, and was 
managed by commiffioners appointed by the In- 
dia companies of both nations, under the direction 
of the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and the 
States General. On the feventh of July, an 
agreement was figned, by which it was flipu- 
lated, that all former injuries fhould be forgotten 
on both fides j that the companies of either na- 
tion might enjoy full and perfect liberty to trade, 
but without forgetting the refpedt due to the 
trading companies of two nations joined in amity 
and alliances ; that the price of pepper and other 
fpices fhould be adjufted j that the iilands of the 
Moluccos, as alfo Banda and Amboyna, fhould 
belong to the Englifh and Dutch conjointly, the 
former pofTcffing one third of all the traffic of 
thofe places, and the latter the jeniajning two 
thirds ; that the charge of the fortifications in 
thofe iflands fhould be levied by an impofition 

on 
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on ipices of their growth ; and that what related 
to the fitting out /hips of war or others for their 
defence, fhould be committed to a council of 
defence, compofed ofperfons in the fervice of the 
different companies j that the fortrefles, as above 
fhould remain in the keeping of thofe prefently 
in poffeffion of them, and that fuch ftrengths 
as had been acquired by the common expence 
or arms of both companies, fhould remain the 
common property of both, and be garrifoned by 
the troops of both nations in fuch manner as the 
council of defefice fhould fee fit and determine. 
That in all time to come, the entire trade to 
India fhould remain free to both nations equally, 
and that neither fhould undermine the other 
by building feparate fortifications, or by under- 
hand treaties with the Indians 5 that in order to 
corroborate and confirm this contract, both com- 
panies fhould refpedtively follicit and move their 
feveral governments, not to eredt any feparate 
companies, during the period fixed for the ob- 
fervance of this folemn agreement 5 that if, thro’ 
death or any other accident it fhould fo happen 
as that no perfon fhould remain to take care of 
the factories of either nation, that then* and in 
that cafe, thofe of the other nation in the place 
fhould take into their care, and account for 
all the effedts fo left} and finally, that this 
treaty fhould remain in force for twenty con- 
fecutive years? and that all difputes which 
fhould arife in *he time of its continuance, and 
which- fhould not be accommodated by the 
councils of the companies, fhould be fettled and 
Vol. II. E e deter- 
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determined by the king of Great Britain, and by 
the States General of the United Provinces. 
This treaty was ratified by king James in July 
1619, in which iriftrument the king promifed 
not to grant any charter to any other perfons 
whatfoever, during the term mentioned in this 
agreement. 

This tranfadtion made it be believed that all 
difputes with the Dutch were at an end, at 
leaft for twenty years to come. But this was far 
from being the cafe j the Dutch taking the firft 
opportunity to reduce thofe perfons whom they 
had juft engaged by the moil folemn obligation 
to defend. Th6ir general in India got together 
a great fleet, with which he attacked Lantore, 
and having overcome the people of the country, 
proceeded to commit the moil horrid outrages. 
They next fet fire to the town, pillaged all the 
warehoufes of the Englifh company, fluffs, mo- 
ney, bullion, all was made prize of, and with 
thofe there were carried off twenty-three thou- 
fand pounds weight of mace, and one hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds of nutmegs. From 
plunder the vidtors proceeded to the laft adls of 
inhuman barbarity, the factors of the Englifh 
company were feized, ftripped naked, bound 
with cords, or loaden with irons, and after being 
moil unmercifully beaten, were thrown head- 
long from the walls, and when all this cruel tra- 
gedy was over, their executioners 'not yet fatisfied 
asyith their fufferings, dragged .thofe miferable 
objcdls in chains thro’ the ftreets. Thofe of the 
factory at Poolaroon, underwent the fame cru- 

- ' elties 
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cities j and the affairs of the company were 
again plunged into greater confufion than ever. 
The Dutch alledged in defence of thefe outrage- 
ous proceedings, that they having a more an- 
cient right to thefe iflands, no fubfequent aft of 
the natives, who had before given up all their 
privileges, was of force to invalidate it} and fur- 
ther, that the war being carried on againft the 
natives as principals, thofe who had thus con- 
trary to their engagements aflifted them, had no 
manner of right to complain of the event of a 
war of their own feeking. The Englifh an- 
fwered, by afferting their juft claim to that 
country, and by denying that the inhabitants of 
Banda had ever made any manner of ceffion of 
their freedom, or of their ifland to the Dutch. 

Whether it were owing to the embarraffments 
of the court, and the differences then fublifting 
between king James and his parliament, it does 
not appear that the government made any remon- 
ftrances againft thefe unwarrantable proceedings, 
or demanded the fatisfaftion which the credit 
of the adminiftration, or the nation’s honour, ab- 
folutely required. The remifsnefs of the Eng- 
lifh encouraged the Dutch, who had formed the 
projeft of wrefting out of their hands the fmall 
part of the fpice trade which remained in the 
poffeffion of the company of that nation. They 
proceeded to commit ft ill greater barbarities in 
Amboina, where their cruelties are juft matter 
of reproach ’to human nature. This ifland, 
which is forty leagues in compafs, is fituated near 
Seran, and gives name to fome other ifles in its 
neighbourhood. Its principal produce is cloves, 

E ? the 
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the chief fubjeCt of its traffic, and in order to 
colleft and buy up this commodity, the Eng- 
lifh company had planted on it no lefs than five 
feveral factories. The head of all thefe was that 
at the city of Amboina, at which place the agents 
of the company refided, and who directed the 
management of the inferior factories at Hitto 
and Larica, upon the fame ifland, as alfo thofe 
of Lobo and Camballo fituated on a promon- 
tory of the adjacent ifland of Seran. The Dutch 
had four forts on the ifland of Amboina, and the 
point of Seran, but the chief of all thofe was that 
at the town of Amboina, which was defended by 
ftrong fortifications, and a number of brafs ord- 
nance. One fide of this fortification was wafhed 
by the ocean, the other being feparated from the 
land by a broad and deep ditch, which was filled 
by the fea-water. The garrifon confifted of 
about two hundred Dutch foldiers, and an inde- 
pendent company of free-burghers, befides which 
there were three or four hundred mardikers in 
the town, who were always ready to affift the 
citadel at an hour’s warning. And the fhips 
which conftantly lay in the road, whether on 
account of traffic, or for the defence of the place, 
added to its fecurity, this being the rendezvous 
for the trade of Banda as well as that of the reft 
frof Amboina. The Englifh iived in the town 
under the protection however of the caftle, hold- 
ing themfelves in perfect fafety, as well from the 
ancient amity of the two nations, a$ v by virtue of 
the late folemn engagement between the com- 
panies of England and the United Provinces. 

* v ' Two 
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Two years were elapfed fince the conclafion 
of that treaty by which all differences between 
the companies were terminated, when frefh caufe 
of difcord arofe. The Englifh complained hea- 
vily of the prodigious and unneceffary charge 
which the Dutch pretended to have expended 
in fortifications and otherwife, and that they 
paid their own part of the garrifbn’s pay in pro- 
vifions and cloth of Coromandel, at three or four 
times the value it coft them, whilft nothing was 
accepted of from the Englifh but ready fpecie; 
by which method of proceeding the latter were 
made to pay two thirds of the charge, v/hich 
ought to have been equal and common to both 
nations. Thefc and fuch like proceedings giving 
rife to perpetual difputes, the affair was at laft 
carried before the council of defence at Jacatra in 
the ifland of Java, who not being able to bring 
affairs into a poflure of being compromiled, the 
ftate of the cafe was fent to Europe to be laid 
before the companies, or to be adjudged in the 
laft refource by the king of England and the 
States General, in terms of the agreement con- 
cluded for that effect. 

Whilft the'e things were thus in agitation, in 
Amboina, at Jacatra, and in Europe, the diffe- 
rences were ftili increafed, till the following event 
put a final end to the quarrel. A foldier of theDutch 
troops, by nation a Japonefe, came on a certain 
night to a cehtinel who was ported upon the wall 
of the citadel «of Amboina, and entering into dif- 
conrfe with him, happened amongft other things 
to afk fome quellions t;bout the ftrength of the 

E e 3 fortrefs, 
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fortrefi, and the number of the garrifon employed 
in itsdefence. This fellow had been occafionally 
introduced into the citadel amongli others of his 
nation to relieve the garrifon, the .Japonefe troops- 
not being permitted to lodge in the fortrefs at 
other times, as not being trailed equally with the 
Putch foldiers. The centinel informed his fupe- 
riors of what had palled, and the Japonefe was 
apprehended on fufpicion of a treafonable defign 
upon the citadel. He was immediately put to 
the torture, and by the unfufferable torments he 
underwent, was induced to acknowledge himfelf 
and lome others of his countrymen, guilty of the 
crime laid to his charge. Hereupon, the other 
fuppofed accomplices were put to the fame trial, 
as was alfo a Portugueze who was guardian of 
the Haves of the Dutch. During this examina- 
tion, the EngliHi continued to go to the callle as 
ufual upon affairs relating to their employ, where 
tho’ they law the prifoners, and learnt the caufe. 
of their tortures, they were however very far from 
imagining that they themfelves were in any dan- 
ger, as they were confcious of their own inno- 
cence, and did not fo much as know any thing 
of the Japonefe, nor the Portugueze whom they 
faw punifhed before their eyes. 

There happened to be at this time a prifoner 
in the callle, one Price, formerly furgeon to the 

t nglilh factory, and his crime was, that in a 
•Unken fit he had threatened to let fire to a 
Dutchman’s houfe who had quarrelled with him. 
This man was dragged from the dungeon where 
he lay, and being (hewn ,the Japonefe who were 
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ft ill in the agonies of the recent torture, he was 
given to underftand that thofe wretches had con- 
feffed, that the Englifh were alfo concerned in 
the delign of betraying the caftlej and further, 
that if he did not acknowledge the truth of that 
accufation, he ftiould undergo, not only the fame 
torments whereof he then beheld the effects, but 
alio fuffer cruelties ftill more exquifite. Thefe 
threats were feconded with what they menaced, 
when overcome with the unfufferable pains 
of the rack, he anfwered every thing put to 
him in the manner they defired. The exami- 
nation was fcarce ended when captain Towerfon 
the Englifh chief, and the reft of that nation who 
refided in the town, were fent for to the gover- 
nor on various pretences. As foon as they ar- 
rived, they were informed of what had been laid 
to their charge, and immediately confined. This 
proceeding was followed by attacking thofe left 
in the Englifh houfe, which was feized as well as 
all the effects within it belonging to the com- 
pany. 

Towerfon with one other perfon were kept 
prifoners in the citadel, the reft were laid in 
irons, aboard of different fhips then in the har- 
bour. The fame day thofe of the Englifh nation 
refiding at the remaining factories in the fame 
ifland of Amboina, viz. at Hitto and Larica, were 
alfo feized, and foon after the company’s fervants 
at Cambaild and Lobo, were brought in irons to 
the capital of thofe iflands. 

The governor and fifcal then proceeded to the 
examination of thofe unhappy Englifhmen. One 
E e 4 Beaumont 
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Beaumont and another whole name was Johnfon 
were firft called upon, and brought from their 
confinement on Ihip-board, and being come to the 
cafile, Johnlon was carried into a place apart, 
(the place of the torture) and Beaumont left in 
the hall under a guard, from whence he could 
hear the pitiful cries of his companion, at every 
application of the torture. How foon the per- 
fon under examination had tailed the rack. 
Price, who had before undergone the fame rites 
of hofpitality, was brought in to confront 
him. Johnfon, however, perfilled obftinately to 
deny every thing, when Price was ordered out, 
and Johnfon again brought to the torture : and 
after continuing about an hour in the fame Rate 
of torment as formerly, his cries piercing the ears 
of his companion all the while, he was at laR 
brought forth, all over drenched in water, and 
his body moR cruelly fcorched and burnt in 
feveral places. In this condition he was thrown 
into a bye corner, . where a foldier Rood over 
him, to watch that no perfon Ihould fpeak to 
him. Emanuel Thomfon then fucceeded to the 
torments of his countryman, his cries alfo pierc- 
ing the other, who already knew too well the 
caufe of his complaints. And after half an hour 
fpent in this inhuman method of bringing the 
truth to light, he was likewife thrown out into 
a place apart from all converfe. Beaumont was 
then brought in, and denying with horrid oaths 
and imprecations every thing he was charged 
with, was in his turn equipped for the torture. 
They did not however proceed any farther with 
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him at this time, the governor pretending to be 
moved with his extreme old age. This was the 
work of one day (Saturday the fifteenth of Fe- 
bruary). The day following nine of the prifoners 
were brought from the {hips., when one Brown, 
unable to {land the torture, made anfwer 
as they defired j but Edward Collins, denying 
all the allegations of the governor, with deep 
execrations, his hands and feet were firft made 
fad to the rack, and a cloth bound about his 
neck, whilft two men with earthen jars of a 
prodigious capacity, flood ready to pour the 
water into it. Every thing being thus prepared, 
the fight of the torture made him pray for 
refpite, and to promife an entire confeffion, on 
that condition ; but no fooner was this terrifying 
apparatus removed, he again afierted his inno- 
cency ; but (laid he)as I know the torments you can 
inflitt, I am ready to confefs whatever you are 
pleafed to defire, if you will do me the favour as 
firft to tell me what you would have me lay. 
Whereupon the fifcal being enraged, gave orders 
to give him the torture, which done, he foon. 
defired to be eafed from his pains, promifing an 
entire confeffion. Being let down, he confidered 
fome time with himfelf, and then proceeded to 
tell, that fome months before, himfelf together 
with Thomfon, Johnfon, Brown, and Fardo, 
others of the prifoners, had plotted to furprize 
the caftle with the affiftance of the Japonefe. 
Being interrupted by the fifcal, who alked him 
whether captain Tovverfon were not of the con- 
spiracy, he anfvvered do, to which the fifcal 

returned 
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returned this anfwer, that he lied, and then 
demanded him to acknowledge that Towerfon 
had called all the Engliih together, and told 
them that the abufcs and infolence of the Dutch 
had obliged him to think of that plot, and that 
he wanted nothing but their cortfent and fecrccy ; 
and a Dutchman who was prefent afked whe- 
ther they had not all fworn fecrecy upon the 
bible j Collins anfwered with dreadful impreca- 
tions that he was utterly ignorant of any fuch 
matter, but upon their ordering him to be 
made fail again, he recanted and faid, that all 
was true as they had expreffed it. They 
then proceeded to aik the tormented perfon, 
whether the reft of the Engliih factories were 
not confenting to this plot, whether the Engliih 
prefident at Jacatra, or Welden their agent in 
Banda, were not privy to the affair ; to all which 
he anfwered in the negative. The fifcal then 
queftioned him by what means the Japonefe 
were to have executed their purpofe, and Col- 
lins heiitating, that he might have time to de- 
vife fome probable falihood, the fifcal helped 
him out by aiking him whether two of the Ja- 
ponefe. were not to have gone to each point of 
the citadel, and to the door of the governor’s 
chambers, that while he fhould come out to 
enquire the caufe of the confufion, which was to 
have been raffed without, they (the Japonefe) 
ihould kill him. One who flood! by, irritated 
by this method of proceeding, called out to the 
fifcal, that he Ihould ceafe to tell the criminal 
•what he was to lay, but to let him fpeak for 

hirafelf. 
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himfelf, upon which the fifcal went on from 
the queftion in hand, by enquiring what re- 
ward the Japonefe were to have had for their 
fervice ? Collins made anfwer ; a thoufand rials 
a piece. And being unable to fay any thing 
upon the fpot in anfwer to this queftion, at 
what time this plot ftiould have been put in 
execution, he was difmifted from the torture. 

Samuel Colfon, who had the queftion next 
put to him, was fo terrified at the fight of Col- 
lins, whofe eyes were ready to ftart out of his 
head with the torture, that he confeffed what- 
ever he thought moil agreeable to thofe in whofe 
power he was, though after coming out he pro- 
tefted his innocence in the ftrongeft manner. 
But John Clark who fucceeded him, was not fo 
ealily brought to comply. H.e withftood the 
torture two hours together, in which time the 
elements of fire and water were both made ufe 
of to compel him thro’ agony to yield to their 
defires. His hands were made faft to a large 
door as far afunder as they would ftretch, by 
means of iron ftaples drove into the extremities 
of it. His limbs were next made faft in the 
fame manner, and alfo ftretched as far as pof- 
fible afunder. Then was bound about hiis neck; 
and face a cloth fo clofe, as to contain the water 
that was to be poured into it.. This done the 
executioners poured their jars into the cloth, 
and the water rifing above the noftrils and mouth 
of the fufferer,* he was thus compelled to draw 
ju with every attempt to breathe, huge quantities 
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of the fluid, till by repeated draughts he was fo 
glutted, that (what is horrid to imagine) his very 
entrails feemed to come out at his mouth and 
noftrils, Aiding him fo that he would often fall 
into a fwoon, when the vidtim was taken down, 
and prepared for undergoing his trial a fecond 
time, by making him vomit up what had coft 
him fo many naufeous and painful draughts. 
Thus was this unhappy man handled, time af- 
ter time, till his body was fwoln to almoft twice 
its fotmer fize, his cheeks inflated like bladders, 
while his eye-balls flood out beyond his forehead. 
And when he bore all with an unfliaken refolu- 
tion, the fifcal and his tormentors were heard 
to fay, this muft be an inchant. d perfon, a witch 
or devil, to bear fuch unfufferable torture ; and 
therefore his hair was ordered to be cut off, left 
fome charm might poflibly be contained in that 
part. A fecond piece of cruelty was now tried. 
He was hoifted up as before, when thefe dis- 
graces of human nature caufed the executioners 
to hold burning tapers to the foies of his feet, 
till the fat that dropped from him extinguifhed 
them, in which cafe frelh lights were brought, 
and all this failing, they began to extend their 
hellifh cruelty to the other parts of his body, 
by fcorching him in the palms of his hands, as 
akfo under the elbows and armpits. At laft ex- 
haufted and overcome with torture, he feemed 
willing to yield, but not being able to frame a 
relation in fuch manner as to make it withal 
probable, they were reduced to the necefiity 



the £ A $T-I N D i E S. 429 

of leading him along by queftions fo devifed, 
as to render it impoffible for him to miftake 
their meaning. However, all they drew from 
was no more than yea and no, that is, to affirm 
or deny whatever they fignified to be agreeable 
to them. After having thus treated him, he was 
carried out by four blacks to a diftnal dungeon, 
where he lay for feveral days without any fur- 
geon to drefs him, till his fleffi putrified, and 
maggots dropt from his fores in a moft loathfom 
manner. It was now dark, fo that the other 
Engliffi brought from Hitto, and who had all 
this time waited their own turn of fuffering, 
were firft remitted to the fmith’s ffiop, whence 
they were conveyed loaded with irons, to the 
fame loathfom dungeon where Clark and 
his fellows, whether Engliffi or Japonefe, lay 
rotting in their fores. Thus ended the work 
of Sunday. 

Next morning (Monday the feventcenth of 
February O. S.) William Griggs, John Fardo, 
with certain Japonefe, were introduced into the 
place of torture. The Japonefe were firft que- 
ftioned to accufe Griggs j which after abundance 
of cruelty and fuffering, they at laft confented 
to : and Griggs, to avoid the fame torments, fol- 
lowed their example, and confeffed whatever 
was agreeable to the will of his judges. The 
fame conduft was obferved with refpeft to the 
other JaponeTe and to Fardo, tho’ this latter did 
not comply till he had firft fuffrred the torture 
by water. Thus, thofe perfons were remitted 
back to their prifon. John Beaumont was now 

brought 
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brought in a fecond time ; one Newport the foil 
of a Dutchman, but who had bfeen born in 
England, forved for interpreter. Griggs was alfo 
brought in to accufe Beaumont affirming the 
latter to have been prefent at the forming of the 
confpiracy. This Beaumont denied with the 
moA tremendous oaths, till being hoifted up, 
and plied with repeated draughts of water till his 
entrails were ready to burft, he was at laft fain 
to anfwer whatever the fifcal put to him, in the 
affirmative. Notwithftanding the moment he 
was let down, he not only protefted to Newport 
and to one Johnfon a Dutch merchant, that all 
he had confefled was an abfolute falffiood, but 
even demonflrated to them the impoffibility 
of fuch a thing ever to fubfift. However the 
fear of a fecond torture caufed him to fubfcribe 
his confeffion, which done, an iron bolt of a 
moft intolerable weight, and two fhackles were 
rivetted to his legs, when he was alfo font to 
the loathfom place whence he had come. 

George Sharrock, formerly affiftant at Hitto, 
being next called upon, began with praying the 
Almighty God, that in order to fhun the griev- 
ous torments with which his companions and 
countrymen had bden afflicted, he would fuffer 
him to make fuch probable lies againft his own 
innocence, as might forve at once to perfuade 
the Dutch, and help him to efcape the torture. 
He was now brought near to the rack, where 
the tormentors flood ready with water, and lighted 
tapers. The governor and fifcal then proceed* 
ipg to examine him with regard to the pretended 

treafon 
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treafon with which he was charged, he fell 
upon his knees, protefting before God and man 
his entire innocence. He was therefore ordered 
to the rack, and told that if he did not acknow- 
ledge himfelf guilty, he fhould firft be mod ex- 
quisitely tormented with fire and water, and after- 
wards dragged by the heels to the gallows to be 
hanged up. He ftill perfifted to vindicate himfelf, 
but being commanded by the fifcal to be hoifled 
up, he craved a moment’s refpite, alledging in his 
defence, that he was at Hitto at the time of the 
pretended confpiracy (faid to have begun on 
new-year’s day) and that he had not been at 
Amboina fince November, which he was ready 
to prove by feveral perfons of known good faith 
and credit, as well Dutch as Englifh. But upon, 
a fecond threat of being tortured, he again 
begged a delay, and now told that he had often 
heard Clark fay, that he would be revenged on 
the Dutch for the unfufferable wrongs they had 
done the Englifh, to which purpofe he (Clark) 
had formerly propofed an excellent plot to cap- 
tain Towerfon, (the governor and filcal fhewing 
by their geftures and countenance, their fatif- 
fa&ion at this ftory) that Clark faid he had en- 
treated Towerfon to be permitted to go to Ma- 
caffar, where he would confult with the Spa- 
niards proper meafures for robbing the leffer 
factories in the iflands of Amboina and Seran, 
when no fhips were there. They afked the 
prifoner what anfwer Towerfon made to this 
propofal of Clark’s ? he made anfwer, thatTower- 
fon was enraged to the higheft degree againft 

Clark 
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Clark for this motion, and could never after- 
wards abide him. The fifcal not being pleafed 
with this latter part of his confeffion, told him 
he lied, and threatened him anew with the torture. 
The prifoner once more begged them not to 
proceed, when he began to relate another ftory 
quite different from the former* that upon 
twelfth-day laft, Clark told him at Hitto, of a 
confpiracy to feize the citadel of Amboina, and 
afked him whether he would be of the plot. 
To which he made anfwer by demanding whe- 
ther captain Towerfon was privy to it, and 
Clark anfwering in the affirmative, he (Shar- 
lock) promifed to do as the others. Thus he 
proceeded, varying likewife in other points, from 
the confeffion they wanted him to make, and was 
ordered back to prifon, whence he was brought 
the day following and compelled to fign a con- 
feffion, tho’ he told the fifcal to his face, that 
what he figned out of dread of the torture, was 
abfolutely falfe and void of all foundation. And 
the fifcal reproaching him with lying, he burft 
out into a bitter paffion, accufing the Dutch 
with fhedding innocent blood, which, faid he, 
you mull anfwer to your God for, at the day of 
judgment. In this manner, they proceeded with 
the other prifoners, compelling them to a con- 
feffion by infupportable torments, and when 
themfelves knew not what to fay, they were 
in a manner dictated to by the fifcal. Notwith- 
ftanding all of them protefted their innocency 
before the torture was given, when it was re- 
moved, and at the moment of their execution. 
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by the ttioft fblemh proteftations and appeals' 
to the tapemendous tribunal of the Almighty God 
at the great day of judgment, and offering to 
take the holy facrament to vouch the truth of 
their declarations. 

Oh the twenty-fifth all the prifoners, whether 
Engliih, Portugueze, or Japonefe, were folemnly 
condemned, excepting four of the former, who 
proved their being alibi > viz. at Hitto, at the 
time of the pretended confpiracv, and the day 
following they were alfo all of them (excepting 
only captain Towerfon and Emanuel Tomfon) 
brought into the great hall of the caftle, in 
order to be prepared for death by the Dutch 
minifters. The Englifh afking the Japonefe 
why they had accufed perfons whom before 
they had never fo much as f?en, they replied 
by (hewing the wounds received by the torture, 
adding, that fle(h and blood could not withftand 
a trial, which was capable to change the nature 
of (tones and other inanimate things. Beaumont 
and Collins were refpited and pardoned, the lat- 
ter drew lots with the other two by the favour of 
the governor, and the firft had owed his life 
to the entreaties of two Dutchmen. Next day 
(the twenty-feventh) ten* Englilh were led to 
execution, with one Portugueze, and eleven Ja- 
ponefe, all of them protefting their innocence 
till their la(t breath, and thus fell the vidims of 
the cruelty and avarice of the Dutch company. 
The day folloVving was fpent, by order of the 
governor, in publick rejoicings for fo great a de- 
liverance. The governor and fifeal then pro- 
Vol. II. F f ceeded 
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ceeded for Banda, where after the ftr«fteft fcru^ 

, tiny, with rcfpedt to .the behaviour of the Eng- 

agent, nothing was found that could be 
juftly laid to his charge. Mr. Weldon, for thit 
was the agent’s name, perceiving the diforder of 
the company’s affairs at Amboina, and., finding 
it neither to agree with the honour nor interefts 
of his mafters to refide any longer in that ifland, 
withdrew the poor remnant of the.Englifh, arid 
embarked them along with him for Jacatra. 
This heavy news no fooner reached the Englifh 
there, than the prudent moved with horror at 
thofe proceedings, fent to demand of the Dutch 
^general, by what authority the Dutch governor 
■at Amboina had proceeded in this violent and 
barbarous manner againft the Englifh, and to 
"know whether he approved of their conduct. 
The anfwer was, that the authority by which 
the governor in Amboina adled, was derived 
from the lords the States General of the United 
Provinces, by virtue of which he had fupreme 
power in all cafes civil and criminal, and that 
further, the juftice of his proceedings againft the 
Englifh traitors was not only juft, but indifpen- 
fably neceffary, as might be feen (faid he) by 
the copy he then tranfmitted him of their own 
confeffions. 

There arc many circumftances which contri- 
bute to render the innocence of thofe unhappy 
perfons highly credible, and the conduct of the 
Dutch as well as their motives extremely fuf- 
picious. It might be afked why the Englifh, if 
, they were confcious of any guilt, did not en- 
~ ~ ' deavour 
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deavour to make their efcape, how foon they 
faw thpir pretended accomplices the Japonefe 
apprehended, whofe fufferings themfelves were 
witneffes to, three or four days before they were 
called in queftion. It might alfo be afked, in 
•what. manner, or with what hopes of fuccefs, 
a citadel, ftrong by nature and art, garrifoned 
by a body of between two and three hundred 
infantry, befides as many more of their own free 
burghers in the town, always ready and certain 
friends in all dangers, I fay, with what expedta- ' 
tions, half a fcore of Englifh, and not one 
military perfon among them, was to reduce and 
to hold this fortrefs in fpite of all the efforts 
of a vigilant, crafty, covetous, and fufpicious 
people ? Can it be faid they relied upon the Ja- 
ponefe ? ten poor daftardly barbarians, unarmed ! 
and with what magazines of provifions, arms, 
warlike ftores ! What was to arm this army ? 
Was three rufty fwords, two antiquated muf- 
quets, and half a pound of powder, which was 
all the contents of their arfenal, to effect fuch 
an enterprize, and to blow up the citadel and 
lords and commons of Amboina ? What muft 
the other Hollanders in the three other caftles 
which the company have in that ifland, and all 
the crews, of the Ihips in the road, be doing, 
whilft the Englifh were cutting the throats of 
their garrifon *in the citadel ? And further, is 
there no credit to be given to men as unanimous 
in their denial, as they were diffonant from one 
another, and even each .from himfelf in their 
pretended extorted confeffions ; to perfons under 
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the apprehenfion and in the very jawsof death, 
all the powers of their confcience awake, 
all worldly confiderations vanifhed, and fipthing, 
before their eyes but death, judgment and eter- 
nity ? On the other hand, the -Dutch had many 
motives to tempt them to a piece of cruelty from 
which they apprehended no ill consequences. 
Their unbounded avarice, and their defire to 
poflefs the whole trade of the Moluccps, Banda, 
and Ambolna, muft ftrongly incline us to think, 
that a nation, the very bails and foundation of 
whofe power, and the vital principle of their 
conftitution, is the queft of money, would not 
be over-fcrupulous in an affair which fo cheaply 
fecured to them a thing of fo great confequence 
to their trade. Perhaps the lenity, or indolence 
or timidity of our court at that time, was none 
of the leaft motives to their adventuring upon 
this cruel expedient, fo dilgraceful to the then 
adminiftration. In this manner, and by the above 
methods were die Englifh company entirely 
driven out of the fpice trade, which the Dutch 
thus wholly engroffed to themfelves, and have 
continued foie poffeffors of ever fince. 

King James dying foon after thefe difafters, 
there was no longer any hopes of finding any 
remedy for thefe evils. The reign of Charles 
the firft was very early dillurbed with various 
embaraffments, which difabled that prince from 
doing any thing in the affair. He feepas notwith- 
ftanding to have had it at heart, as ’tis certain 
$ie granted letters of lequeft which were pre- 
1 fen ted to the States General for obtaining fuitable 

fatisfa&ion 



/- thc BAST-i i^bies: 437 

fatisfafltion to the Eaft-India' company of Erig- 
tknd, for their injuries arid Ioffes by the gover- 
nor of Amboina. This meafure had not the 
defired effect, nor did the king infift further 
upon k at thi$ time, referving it till he Ihould 
find an opportunity to be revenged On the Dutch 
for other infults, by giving fome fignal blow to 
their maritime ftrength, and for ever to put it 
beyond their power, to execute the fcheme of 
dividing the Spanilh m N etherlands with France, 
and fo to difpute in confederacy with that court 
the Englilh title to the fovereignty of the Narrow 
Seas, a project which determined the republic 
at this period to join with the houfe of Bourbon, 
This defign of the king was followed by the 
difputes about Ihip-money, which brought the 
nation and government into the utmoft confufion, 
and left the Dutch company in quiet poffefiion 
of this difputed branch. 

The Eaft-India trade of England now began to 
decline apace, and the feverities of the Dutch 
terrified the company from engaging in difputes 
which they were not able to fupport, and even 
their fervants were apprehenfive of fettling in any 
of their colonies. In order to remedy this grow- 
ing evil, the king thought proper to accept the 
propofals of certain merchants of London, of 
lending a fquadron into thofe parts to fettle and 
trade, but Without prejudice to the rights or in- 
terefl: of the ’company $ wherefore a commiflion 
was iffued for *cer tain perfons therein named to 
fend a determined number of Ihips into the Eaft. 
And in confequence of .this commiflion fix large 
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Ihipswere lent out, -Sir William Courtcu wiio 
was one of die promoters of this fcheme b&i 
vancing on his own part one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds of the charge. Their fttcceis 
in the Indies was equal to their expectations j 
but the Dutch, who dreaded abotfe all things 
the reftoi ing of the English com mercedireCtly 
with the Indians, fell upon them in their return, 
in which action two of their largeft {hips, with 
every foul on board, and a cargo worth one 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling, were 
fent to the bottom. 

Notwith {landing this difafter, feven {hips were 
fent out the year following, by the fame pro- 
prietors, which met with the fame misfortune 
in their return, with the former. One of thofe 
veflels running afiiore on the ifland Mauritius, 
fell into the hands of the Dutch, by which acci- 
dent her owners loft ten thoufand pounds fterling, 
notwithftanding all the pretended offers of the 
Dutch of friendlhip and affiftance. Another was 
met by two Dutch {hips of war belonging to 
their India company, who attacked her in a ho- 
ftile manner, and befides feizing every thing 
aboard, by which the owners loft feventy-five 
thoufand pounds fterling, killing the captain and 
feveral feamen, the remaining part of the crew 
were dragged in triumph, together with the 
Engfifh enfign, thro' the ftreets of Batavia, where 
they were . expofed to the brutal iftfults Of the 
populace. By thefe outrages moft of the pro- 
prietors were utterly ruined, and thus failed this 
attempt to reftore the commerce of the English 

to 
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to the Eaft-Indies . King Charles, notwithftand-r 
ing all his embarafijments, -did not negledt the 
care of their concerns, tho’ all his remonftrances 
to the republic were attended with no other 
good consequences than a reftitution of eighty- 
five thoufand florins, a fum no way proportion- 
able to the damage. 

The Dutch company now carried all before 
them in the Eaft-Indies, and the Englifli fociety 
for this traffic, were not only forced to abandon all 
thoughts of regaining their juft rights, but were 
alfo obliged to leave off all mercantile proceedings 
for feveral fucceflive years, the difmal diftraeftions 
at home difabling the nation from all care of 
fuch diftant concerns altogether. There are no 
monuments of the company’s tranfa&ions, if 
it be true that they fubfifted as a company at all, 
during the fequel of this reign ; wherefore we 
have nothing to lay before the reader which con- 
cerns that period. 

The Dutch began to think of profiting by the 
immenfe addition of wealth and naval power 
which the confufions in England had begot them, 
and that by an entire fubverfion of our maritime 
force, out of a belief that the commonwealth of 
England would .not venture upon a foreign war 
at a time when ffie had fcarce breathed from her 
inteftine ftruggles. They paid dearly for their te- 
merity, the government of England refenting their 
infults as became them, and defeating on feveral 
occasions their wanton aggreffors in' the firft Dutch 
war, which was the confequence of thefe mea- 
furcs. Nor did the new revolution which gave 
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the fovereign power into the hands of a tyfftiilt, 
produce any change to the advantage of the 
Dutch, who were laid to promote his advance* 
ment with all their power j fo that they were at 
laft compelled to fubmit to a peace on their ene* 
my’s teims (the 5th of April 1654) by which 
they were obliged to do that juftice to the Protec* 
tor, their ancient friend, which they had info- 
lently refufed to a prince who ruled by an infi- 
nitely better title. By this treaty the Dutch fti- 
pulate, “That the lords, the States General of the 
United Provinces, fhall take care that juftice be 
done upon thofe who were partakers or accom- 
plices in the maflacre of the Englifh at Amboina, 
as the republic of England is pleafed to term that 
jadt, provided any of them be living. By this 
treaty, there was fettled a commiffioa which fat 
at Goldfmith’s Hall, whofe determination was to 
be final and decifive of all complaints to be laid 
before them with refpedt to the Englifh and 
Uutch Eaft-India companies. The Englifh com- 
pany gave in an account of damages, amounting, 
befides the lofs of their fettlements, to two mil- 
lions, fix hundred and ninety-five thoufand, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine pounds, nineteen fhillings 
fieri ing. This fum was fpecified in fifteen feveral 
articles. The Dutch company balanced this de- 
mand by a charge, which however was not fpe- 
cified by particulars, amounting to. eight hundred 
,and fifty thoufand pounds, all Which being 
Weighed with the evidence produced in fupport 
the different demands, the commiflioners came 
to the following conclufiqn (figned the 30th of 

Auguft, 
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Augofl 1654) viz. that they commit to eternal 
oblivion, all complaints, controverfies or pre- 
tenfions between the companies, ordaining, that 
the Dutch do cede the ifland of Polcron to the 
Englifh company, who in their turn yield all title 
to exclude or moleft the Dutch company in Perfia, 
and alfo all pretenfions on the latter in name of 
cuftotns of Ormus or Gombroon ; that the Dutch 
company do pay to thcEnglifli, the fum of eighty- 
five ihoufand pounds fterling; and finally, that 
the fum of three thoufand fix hundred and fifteen 
pounds be paid to the heirs, reprefentatives, or 
adminiftrators of the fufferers at Amboina, in the 
proportions mentioned in this deed, by the Dutch 
company, which done, no complaint or claim 
whatfoever is to be admitted on that fcore in all 
time to come. This award being put in execu- 
tion according to the letter, the affairs of the 
company began to acquire frefh vigour, and there 
was actually a fubfcription entered into under the 
protection of Cromwell, amounting to eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds fterling. 

Things were in this train, when Chafes the 
fecond was brought back by the addrefs and ta- 
citurnity of Monk, and the conftitution thus re- 
ftored to its ancient form. Amongft the firfl. 
cares of his government, was the revival and pros- 
perity of the trade to India. He granted the 
company a new charter (3d of April 1661) 
which confirmed all their ancient privileges, and 
added new, ones. They weie now permitted 
to export a quantity of bullion equal to fifty thou* 
fand ppunds fterling every voyage, on condition 
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that they re-exported to parts beyond feas Indian 
goods to that amount. Their exclufive right 
was alfo confirmed, and the company were em- 
powered to grant licences to private traders in 
the Indies, as alfo to order all matters civil and 
criminal, and to make peace and war in all parts 
within the limits of their charter, but with this 
provifo, that this charter might be made void, 
as loon as it fhould appear to be detrimental to 
the general good of the nation, upon three years 
previous notice. Advantage was likewife taken 
of the negociation now begun for the king’s 
marriage with the infanta of Portugal for the 
profperity of the company, and thus the impor- 
tant ifland of Bombay was acquired to them by 
the care of the government. 

■ Soon after, a fquadron under the command of 
lord Marleburgh, was fent to receive the invefti- 
ture and pofleiTion of the ifland from the hands 
of the viceroy, who had received the king of 
Portugal’s orders to that effedt. But the Portu- 
guese clergy oppofing this defign, terrified the 
viceroy into their meafures, fo that the Englilh 
fleet was obliged to retire to Sually to refreih. 
The governor of Surat, in whofe government 
this place is fituated, threatened the Englilh fac- 
tory at Surat, in order to compel the Englilh 
fleet to Iheer off, he being apprehenfive of the 
near neighbourhood of fo formidable a force. 
Wherefore the admiral after being permitted to 
buy what provifions or commodities he wanted, 
fet fail for England, leaving Sir Andrew Shipman, 
who had been created governor of the new ac- 
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qtiHttlon by the king, to pafs the wefterly mcmr 
foons in the country with the remaining part of 
the fqustdron, in which time they buried a con- 
flderable number of their men. The monfoons 
being over, the fleet put to fea (in October) and 
fet fail for Bombay, and threatening thofe that 
oppofed their pretenfions with the vengeance of 
the kings of England and Portugal, the church 
reflecting on what the Spaniards and Portugueze 
had fuffered by an Englifti fleet in the protectorate 
of Oliver Cromwell, abated of their zeal, and at 
laft confented to a treaty, by which the inhabi- 
tants were to be continued in the free eve if,' of 
their religion, and pofleflion of their cities under 
the crown of England, and Mr. Cook, who fuc- 
ceeded Shipman now deceafed, took pofleflion 
of the ifland in the name of the king his matter, 
in quality of governor, and immediately fet about 
building a fortrefs for the protection of his new 
government. The trade of Bombay flourilhed 
exceedingly, but the revenues of the place not 
being equal to the charge of keeping it, the 
crown thought fit to make it over to the com- 
pany in fee-tail, in which manner they continue 
to hold it to this prefent time. 

The Dutch had now for a confiderable time 
purfued the projeCt they had formed of driving 
the Englifh out of the trade of the Eaft. Their 
l'uccefs in time of war, when they attacked them 
direCtly, w5s generally anl'werable to their fupe- 
rior force j and whiltt treaties fubfitted between 
the two powers, they had recourie to other me- 
thods. As they were no longer at freedom to 

attack 
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attack the Englifti in thofe parts, they fell upon 
a method every whit as effectual to ruin them in 
the Indies j and this'was by waging unintermitted 
war with the Indian princes, till they compelled 
them to expel the Englilh out of their dominions. 
In this manner did they drive the Englilh from 
their fettlement at Bantam on the iiland of Java, 
after a long and bloody war, in which the Dutch 
jfupported the prince of Java againft the king his 
father. This lofs affedted the company ex- 
tremely, and therefore they refolved at all hazards 
to attempt the recovery of fo important a place. 
For which purpofe they made great and extraor- 
dinary preparations, there being foon after (168 r) 
a fleet ready to put to fea, confining of twenty- 
three (hips of war of the line, and amongft 
thofe feveral of great force (fixty and feventy 
gun (hips) and aboard of them eight thoufand 
fighting men. But all thefe preparations were 
defeated by the unexampled rapacity of the court, 
who in view of extorting fums of money from 
the company, laid an embargo on the fleet for 
nine months running, when the Dutch ambaf- 
fador offering a hundred thoufand pounds, to flop 
the company’s proceedings, the court, to their 
eternal infamy, fuffered themfelves to be cor- 
rupted by this bribe, and thus felling their country 
for fo mean a gratification, defeated the compa- 
ny’s project to all intents and purpofes. 

• v James the fecond efpoufed the intdreft of the 
jaompany with (till greater zeal than his royal 
predeceffor, notwithstanding the new charter 
received of the latter,, in the twenty-eighth 
t : year 
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year , of his government, the advantages of which 
were extended by the fame monarch by a frefh 
charter feven years later. King James, who was 
A warm promoter of the British commerce, gave 
Vnem vaft privileges, and a fovereign and almoft 
■'unlimited power. He empowered them to build 
fortrefles, to levy troops, to determine caufes 
finder the form of courts martial, and to coin 
money, and this with an intention to enable them 
to difpute with the Dutch the traffic of the 
Eaft, and to fecure a portion of this beneficial 
trade to his people. The company however, 
were far from making a proper ule of the 
powers with which the fovereign had inverted 
them, which they made their countrymen feel 
the full weight of, without communicating to 
them any part of the benefit accruing from 
them. 

The company having been at the charge of 
fitting out fo many fhips of force, were under a 
neceffity of employing them in the Indies j but 
their capital being inefficient for fuch an under- 
taking, their generals and chiefs of factories in 
India were ordered to borrow money of the In- 
dian merchants, for which they were to have 
the company’s fecurity, in order to enable them 
to purchafe a loading for their (hips homewards. 
This was accordingly put in execution, and thole 
.flaps which could not obtain a cargo home were 
employed in freights in the country. The policy 
of the company was thus far juftifiable enough, 
but the following particular can never juftly be 
defended, which was, that the feryants of the 

company 
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company Ihould endeavour to borrow, of take 
tip "Upon credit, as much calh or goods as poffi- 
We of the Mogul’s fubjedls, which done, thtjy 
"were to find out caufeof quarrels with their crte- 
ditors, and from this handle interdict them fronf 
trading, the merchants of Surat carrying on at 
that time (in 1686 and 1687) a prodigious com- 
merce by fea, to Mocha, Perfia, and Baffora to 
the weftward, and to Bengal, Achen, Malacca, 
and Siam eaftwards, by virtue of pafles obtained 
of the Englifh general, who gave them to all 
who demanded them. The general, in confe- 
quence of his inftrudlions, foon began to com- 
plain of grievances, the fubftance of which com- 
plaints were contained in thirty-five articles, moll 
of which related to two Englilh gentlemen Meffrs 
Pitt and Boucher, who had formerly been by the ap- 
pointment of the company of the general’s council. 
Thefe two perfons had drawn upon them- 
felves the refentment of the governor, becaufe 
they had always preferred their own honour and 
integrity to the general’s favour, and had for this 
reafon conftantly oppofed all his pernicious and 
oppteffive meafures. At laft, his vengeance grew 
to, fuch an height, that the only means of fafety 
left them was to take fandtuary in the Mogul’s 
country, where Mr. Boucher, by means of a 
licence from the monarch, continued to trade 
with abundance of fuccefs. But his companion, 
fe adverfity was not fo fortunate, for t being taken 
iafcdea by pirates, who at firft demanded no more 
than five thoufand pounds for his ranfom, but 
being perfuaded by the governor to raife their 
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' prctenfions totwenty-five thoufand, he continued 
prifoner with them the remaining part of his life. 

J t content with the vengeance he had taken of 
. Pitt, he now fent to the governor of Surat 
lemand Boucher, with his wife, children and 
d$, which demand was delivered in the moft 
'arrogant and haughty terms imaginable, infixing 
among other things, that the gates of Surat ffioold 
remain open when he went to take his pleafure, 
and fuch like frivolous requefts. 

Thefe pretences were made the foundation of 
a war with the Mogul, the governor, whether 
from the violence and weaknefs of his own fpirit, 
or by inftrutftions of his conftituents, or both, 
feizing the fhips of the Mogul’s fubjedts where- 
ever they were found, notwithftanding they had 
the fandtion of his own paffports, and this without 
ever fending to know the king’s pleafure thereon, 
or fo much as the common form of declaring 
war obferved amongft all civilized nations. Thus 
were the company involved m a quarrel which 
coft them upwards of four hundred thoufand 
pounds, befides ruining their credit with the 
Mogul and his fubjedts, a difafter which they 
have not got the better of entirely to this very 
day. 

The general feeing fo many (hips of force in 
his hands, without any employment for them, 
difpatched them for Mocha, Perfia, and Bengal, 
in order to feize the Ihips belonging to Surat, 
which traded to thofe parts under the protection 
of hi#bwn paffports. One Andrews who com- 
manded 
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nuuided the (hip Charles the Second, fet fail for » 
Mocha, where he fet up the flag of England 
upon the Englifh factory, and made prize of 
two Englifh fhips. The captain of one of th£fe 
refilling to make a voluntary delivery of lus 
flap, was killed in his cabin. But there bein^ 
but a fmall part of their cargo aboard, this en- 
terprize was not fo fuccefsful as defperate The 
governor and merchants of Mocha were / rar 
from countenancing thefe violent proceedings, 
and Andrews, fufpedting their defign of com- 
pelling him to reftore the fhips, fled on board 
with great precipitation. 

Andrews foon fet out with his prizes. But the 
company paid dear for thofe captures, they be- 
ing obliged to make ample reftitution to the 
owners for their Ioffes. The cargo of the Streights 
merchants, one of their feizures, was made good 
to the owners at the rate at which lbme coffee, 
part of her cargo brought over by the fupercargo, 
told for in England, where it had met with an 
exceeding good market, the whole amounting 
to thirty-two thoufand pounds. The Briflol’s 
cargo was alfo in like manner made good to the 
proprietors, as was that of the Johanna, which 
came to fixty thoufand pounds, and the Little 
Betty a fhip which with her cargo (both fold at 
Bombay) did not bring the company above fix 
hundred pounds, was by them paid for in Eng- 
land at the rate of twelve thoufand pounds. It 
rfe faid that the owner of this veffel, who had' ar- 
retted Tyrrel the captain who made prize ttf her, 
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he was going off the Exchange, refufed to 
jgfcept of king Janies as bail for him, tho’ he 
accepted of Sir Jofeph Hern. 

^ Vhe Charles, Csfar, and Royal James and 
M«y, brought prizes into Bombay, fourteen 
Sm of the Surat merchant fhips, there being 
/o war as yet (in 1688) with the Mogul, but 
Ixdy with the inhabitants of Surat, whom the 
general threatened to humble. 

In October of the fame year, the general went 
to Surat, accompanied by the Royal James and 
Mary, and feveral other fhips of force, in order 
to frighten the governor and inhabitants into a 
compliance with his demands. Failing in his de- 
fign, he left Surat precipitately, (Jan. 1889) take- 
ing with him all the fhips, except the Adventure 
which had been by accident forced over the bar, 
where fhe was deftroyed by the worms. On his 
paffage to Bombay he was met by a corn fleet, 
deftined to fupply the Mogul’s army, which then 
lay at Dunder-rajah-pore, fourteen leagues fouth 
from Bombay. Wherefore a council was held in 
order to determine whether they ought not to 
make prize of this fleet. One captain Hilder, as 
the oldefl officer, being firft afked his opinion, 
was entirely againft the molefting of this fleet, 
alledging in fupport of what he had advifed, that 
this proceeding muff: undoubtedly ffreighten the 
army, and fo oblige them to break up in queft 
of provifions, and might pofliblv in fbme meafure 
aflfedt Bombay, which for fuel and provifions 
was greatly beholden to the neighbouring country. 
Vol.II. «Gg The 
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The greateft part of the other officers were alft>| 
againft this meafure. The general notwithft ant- 
ing continued immoveably fi^£ t in his refolution^f 
feize the fleet, and made anfwcr to their juft oWfe 
tions, in terms full of pride, infolence, and felf-fufls 
ciency, tho’ no perfon ever fhewed a more dat^ 
ardly foul when the danger drew near, than he dia 
The Mogul general being informed that th- 
general of the Englifh company had feizeckthe 
fleet which carried the provisions of clothing and 
corn deftined for the fupport of his army, fent 
to him in terms of the higheft refpeft, to requeft 
the difeharge of the fleet, alluring him, that as 
he had never hitherto interfered between the ge- 
neral and the inhabitants of Surat, be was liill 
refolved to purfue the fame conduct with refpeft 
to both, unlefs his refufal of fo juft a demand 
fhould oblige him to aft in a different manner. 
The anfwcr of the general was full of infolence, 
and the fleet was unloaded at Bombay. The 
Mogul chief fent again to require the Surrender 
of his fleet, threatening, that if this laft demand 
was not complied with, which muft be before 
the eleventh of February, which was near at 
hand, he fhould quarter with all his army at 
Bombay, before the fourteenth next following. 
This demand being alfo rejefted with the lame 
■arrogance, he performed his promife with the 
greateft exaftnels ; and that very night (the 14th) 
landed at Souree, a place four miles diftant from 
the principal fort, with a body of twenty thou- 
fand men. The fecurity of the general, who 
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1. traded to the reputation and power of the 
Jjteompany in the Indies at that time (greater than 
suXhey were ever before, or fince) made him neg- 
** pt thofe precautions which were neceffary in 
Mle neighbourhood of an enemy. There were 
Areven a fufficient number of fmall (hips to hinder 
/ any enemy from landing, had they been properly 
^ifpofed ; but all had been neglected from a be- 
lief, that the Indian general would certainly never 
atrempt to land. Accordingly his coming being 
unexpected, he furprifed the redoubt that Hood 
at the place where he made his defeent, the gar- 
rifon of it flying, after firing a great gun to give 
the alarm. At one in the morning, three guns 
were fired from the caflle, to give the general no- 
tice of the approach of the enemy. This fur- 
prize ftruck fuch a pannic into the inhabitants 
who lived without the fortrefs, that the women 
both white and black ran half naked with their 
children in their arms to the caflle, where they 
were obliged to continue without the walls, till 
day light ldieved them by dilcovering them to 
be friends. In the fame manner the fortrefs of 
Mazagun was defertv d notwithflanding its llrong 
fituation upon a rock, three fides of which are 
defended by the fea ; and that with fo great pre- 
cipitancy, that every thing was left to the enemy, 
tho’ the feamen offered to bring them off, the 
officer who commanded dreading more that the 
treafure and arms fliould fall into their hands, than 
into thofe of the enemy. The Indian general 
found in it eight or ten chefls of treafure, thofe 
chefls generally containing one thoufand pounds 

G g 2 each. 
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each, four cherts of new arms, fourteen cannon, > 
two mortars, befides powder, bombs, and can-jl- 
non (hot. The Mogul’s general profiting b;f 
thefe ill meafures of the Englifh, fent a pa^fe 
to plunder the peafants of Mahim, and at this 
fame time to feize the fortrefs, which he conjee^ 
tured might have been abandoned as well as 
the other. He was not miftaken, the garrir- 
fon having embarked for Bombay before they 
faw an enemy. He now took poffelfion ofMa- 
zagun, planted his flag upon the ramparts, and 
fixed it his head quarters. The day following, 
fome of his troops fliewed themfelves to the Eng- 
lifh general on the hills of Mazagun, a fight 
which flung him to the quick. Wherefore cap- 
tain Pean was ordered with two companies con- 
fifting of feventy men each, to drive the enemy 
frorn thofe ports. One Monro, who had for- 
merly ferved at Tangier, was appointed for his 
lieutenant. This fmall body marched in good 
order till they came within fhot of the enemy, 
who flood behind a riling ground which defended 
them from the (hot of the Englilh, and from 
whence they did not offer to advance. Monro 
feeing this caution of the enemy, gave it for his 
opinion, that the moft effc&ual means to dif- 
lodge them, would be by dividing their own 
forces into platoons, and fo to feparate thofe of 
the Indian infantry. The captain affronted at 
this p ece of advice, told the lieutenant, that 
when he was appointed commander; he might do 
,as he thought proper ; but as that care lay upon 
himfelf, he would aft in his own way. He then 
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i'prdered his men to fpread themfelves as much as 
'fcffible, and to difcharge all at once upon the 
~^*emy as Toon as they faw them open in the 
C \n. This conduit he faid would ftrike a ter- 
''yfli into them. Monro oppofed this difpofition, 
yvptting him in mind of the danger he mull ex- 
“¥ofe his men to if the enemy fhould advance 
"ipon them whilft they were loading again ; but 
ah .was in vain, and the captain adhering tenaci- 
oull^*to his own conceptions, ordered his men 
to fire in the manner he had already directed. 
The enemy being lighter armed than the Englilh, 
and perfectly well praitifed in clofe fight with 
fword and target, no fooner faw the Englilh fire 
{pent, than laying hold of that important mo- 
ment, they rulhed upon them with all their 
fpeed, when all gave way to fo bold and rapid a 
movement, the captain being the foremoft to 
the Portugueze church, where a party of one 
hundred men lay ready to receive or fupport 
him, as exigency fliould require. Monro ftill 
continued to make a (land with a part of the 
wing which he commanded, thofe who flood 
firm to him not exceeding fourteen in number. 
They were foon fur rounded by the enemy, and 
every man of them cut to pieces. Pean returned 
to the general, whofe minion he was. and he was 
better welcomed than he deferved. 

At the time that the general left Surat, feveral 
perfons, fotne of whom were fervants of the com- 
pany, and others independent, were lent to pri- 
son, where they were laid in irons, Mr. Boucher 
and thofe protected by his firman, being the 
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only perfons exempted from that feverity. Th«(j 
reft of their ufage was in conformity to this prcr. 
ceeding; they were obliged to pafs thro’ tit* 
ftreets with irons about their necks, as a marlo^ 
infamy. Sir John Wcyburn had fome time i* 
fore this (in 1686) been fent from England wit . 
a com million from the king to execute thV 
office of judge admiral. Another commiffioir 
was alfo given him on the part of the comjj^fry 
by their governor, which he was alfo made to 
believe to be from the king, to condemn and put 
to deith thirteen of the inhabitants of SaintHelena, 
at which place, one Johnfon,the fecond, had 
been killed, in a tumult caufed by the oppreffion 
of the governor 01 that ifland. Weyburn on his 
way to India put in at Saint Helena, when the 
thirteen proferibed perfons were, without form 
or procefs, put to death, a proceeding for which 
the company paid very dearly afterwards, and 
which Weyburn’s death only exempted him 
from. ’Tis thought that the illegal proceedings 
of the general (Child), and the many perfonal 
affronts he had received from him, occafioned 
his death, which happened at Bombay, about 
two months before the invafion of the Indians, 
lie was much lamented by all perfons of pro- 
bity who knew him, and had formerly been 
captain of the Happy Return, which accompa- 
nied the duke of York in his way to Scotland, 
,,^.board the Gloucefterj and it was he who 
^fent his barge for the duke in the ftorm in 
; which the Gloucefter was loft, and brought 
him fife on board his oym fhip, and afterwards 
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^landed him fafe in Scotland, for which action 
ne received the honour of knighthood. He con- 
'^jjhued ever after in the good graces of king 
lpes, but refufing to comply with the meafures 
court, this office had been given him, in 
fitter to difmiis him with honour. 

/ The Mogul general was now matter of the 
hyhole ifland, the cattle excepted, to reduce 
which he planted batteries of cannon on Dun- 
gree^hill, which as they overlooked the fort, 
galled the garrifon prodigioufly. Be fide s thefe, 
four cannon were planted in the cuftom-houfe, 
a battery was railed at the Moodies-houfe, within 
two hundred paces of the court, and another at 
another place, fo that there was no going out or 
in at the gate of the cattle without imminent 
danger, till fuch time as a half moon was raifed 
to proted that entrance. All perlons were then 
prefted into the fervice of the company, of what- 
ever rank or condition, without exception. Pro- 
vittons alfo became fcarce, an evil which the 


addition of three thoufaiul Savagees taken into 
the fervice of the company exceedingly increafed. 
The winter months being over, the fmall Ihips 
were fent to fea, to cruize on the Mogul’s fubjeds, 
which fervice iucceeded w ell enough. Amongft 
others captain Hamilton, from whom this rela- 
tion is ex traded, had amongft others been pretted 
into- the company’s fervice, and had now given 
him the command of a fmall privateer of feven 
or eight tonsjburthen, twenty fighting men, and 
fixteen rowers. With this veflel he brought 
nine prizes into Bombay, mod of them loaded 

G g 4 with 
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with’ provifions and clothing for the enemy's^ 
army, which was at this time increafed to the 
number of forty thoufand. There was om." t 
piece of oppreffion which contributed much ft 
the decay of the fervice, and that was this. The 
cruizers were not allowed any fhare of the booty, 
to prevent which, no fooner any prize walT 
brought in, than tjie chefts aboard were ftridtly) 
fcrutinized, and if they had faved any part of 
their pay, all of it was laid hold of for the tom- 
pany’s behoof, as being part of the money found 
in the prizes, fo that the cruizers in Read of being 
conftantly open the watch for prizes, never 
looked out till fuch time as hunger began to prefs 
them, by which means many of the enemy 
efcaped being taken. 

The ill fuccefs of the war afhore, foon made 
the general fick of it. Wherefore in the month 
of December two perfons, under the chara<fter 
of Englifli ambafiadors, were difpatched for the 
court of the Mogul. The firft in commiffion, 
was Mr. George Weldon ; Abraham Naava, a 
Jew, the fecond ; and Meer Mezamie, a mer- 
chant of Surat, who had fome intereft at court, 
and a friend to the company, affifted on this oc- 
cafion. They arrived at Jehanabat, where the 
court then was, in fifteen days. Their recep- 
tion at firft was very indifferent ; but by means 
of prefents to the officers at court, they were at 
laft admitted to an audience, being brought into 
the prefence of Aurengzeb, in a very humbling 
attitude, their hands tied before them, and they 
obliged to fall proftrate to the ground before the 

monarch. 



the EAST-INDIES. 4# 

monarchy who after a fevere reprimand, afked 
Njj|eir demands. To this haughty behaviour, ufual 
"w the Eaftern courts, they made anfwer, by 
^ jjmsfelfing their faults and afking pardon. They 
Jin intreated, that their firman, which they 
..fad juftly forfeited, might be renewed, and 
that the Mogul general might be ordered to 
'withdraw with his army from Bombay. Au- 
rengzeb told them, that he accepted of their 
fubmWion, and pardoned the injuries they had 
done his people, on condition that Mr. Child 
their general fhould depart forth of India in nine 
months, never more to return : that their firman 
fhould be renewed, on condition that fatisfadtion 
fhould be given his fubjedts for the debts con- 
tracted, the robberies committed, and the Ioffes 
they had fuftained by the war; and that how foon 
fecurity was given for the performance of thofe 
conditions, theMogul general and his army fhould 
be ordered to evacuate their ifland. 

The death of the general, which happened 
the January following, did much facilitate the 
company’s affairs, tho’ this accident was kept a 
fecret till the pleafure of the king fhould be 
known with refpedt to him. And in the 
month of March, Meer Mezamie died alfo, fup- 
pofed to have been by the enemies which his 
friendfhip for the Englifh had gained him : and 
when the ambaffadors fent to enquire of him, in 
what manner he had difpofed of the monies he 
had received for fecret fervices, his anfwer was, 
that he toas forry he had ever intermeddled in 
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their affairs, for that having ferved them with:j 
his life, they were not contented even with tha|; 
laft proof of his attachment ; and that for wha/V 
ufes that money was put to, he neither dareaj°f 
nor would, divulge. Whilft the affairs of the 
Englifh company were in this bad poflure, Ba- 
roon the ambaffador of the Dutch company, 1 
hearing of the revolution which had happened' 
in England, and thinking Aurengzeb ignorant 
of the affairs of Europe, laid hold of th^Tfirfl 
opportunity in an audience, to magnify the 
power and influence of his nation, at the expence 
of Great Britain : and the Mogul appearing to 
be fatisfied with his difeourfe, ordered him to 
proceed. He then gave him to underftand, 
that the Englifh were a weak and contemptible 
nation in comparifon of the Lords the States 
General of the United Provinces, the latter hav- 
ing been obliged to fend a king to govern them, 
and that if the Englifh were by his majefty ex- 
cluded from the trade of his dominions, the 
Dutch could carry it on, with greater advan- 
tage to his people, and alfo fill his coffers with 
treafure, whilft the Engiifh would not know 
where to get their daily bread. The Mogul 
replied with great gravity, that if it was true 
that his matters were fo much fuperior to the 
Englifh in power and riches, it mufl in that 
cafe be an eafy thing for the Dutch to drive 
them out of India, and to enhance all the trade 
of his dominions to themfelves,' and that he 
^commanded him to tell his matters that he ex- 
pected no lefs from them. The ambaffador ex- 
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[ C ufed himfelf, pretending that he could do no- 
ting in the affair, without orders from Holland, 
Jihen Aurengzeb reprimanded him, by (hewing 
jjje faUhood of what he had advanced ; for, fays 
"he, you well know, that no more than feven- 
teen years ago the king of I ranee conquered' 
moft of your country in a few days, and that 

‘then, it was the forces of England, notthofeof 
Holland, which repelled him ; and if England 
did v fc«£ hold the ballance of power, either the 
emperor, or the king of trance, could conquer 
it in one campaign. The ambaffador made no 
anfwer, and returned difiatisfied that he had 
not been able to procure that indulgence for the 
company, he had been fent to foilic.it. 

The Englilh* ambaffadors, after obtaining par- 
don, began to be refpedted, and were permitted 
to take their diverfion abroad, till fuch time as 
a new firman (hould be drawn up, an affair 
which required fome time, according to the 
methods obferved in the courts of the Eaftern 
princes. However, orders were fent out on 
both fides, to forbear hoftilities, fo that fre- 
quent vifits pad between the Mogul’s troops and 
the Engl i ill. The firman being ready, and the 
required fecurity given, the Mogul general left 
Bombay the eighth of June *690, leaving the 
peililence behind him, which in four months 
time deftroyed more men than the war, and for 
joy he maiicioufly fet fire to his head quarters, 
the fortrpfs of Mazagun. 

General Child was fucceeded in the govern- 
ment of Bombay by M r - John Vaux * though 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bartholomew Harris, who had been prifoner 1 
at Surat during this rupture, had the feniority in' 
the fervice of the company ; but as it was th£r 
cuftom not to admit any one into offices of higl^ 
truft, that had been prifoner to the Mogul for 
crimes of a capital nature, without a particular am- 
nefty from the monarch, Mr. Vaux was obliged 
to go to Surat, to receive the firman, and the Mo- 
gul’s ferpaw, or prefent, ufual on thefe occa- 
fions. This confifts of a fine horfe, whicWhuft 
never afterwards be fold upon any account what- 
foever ; a compleat fuit of cloaths made of rich 
atlafies, or zeerbaftas, that is to fay, fattins or 
taffaties, wrought with gold and filver flowers ; 
and befides this, a fine turban, embroidered fhoes, 
and a dagger of curious workmahfhip, in a fine 
fafh. The general being equipped in this habit, 
the firman is prefented by the Mogul’s meflen- 
ger, when the governor of the city or province, 
in a fpeech adapted to the occafion, fets forth 
the great honour conferred upon him by the 
moft powerful potentate under heaven, with an 
admonition that his future behaviour may render 
him deferving of fuch a diftin&ion. Mr. Vaux 
received the firman as above, in a gilded box, 
and putting it on his turban for a fmall fpace, 
returned by an interpreter the compliment of the 
governor, acknowledging the civilities of both 
him and the monarch whofe fervant he was. 
He was then conducted by the governor from 
the garden in which this ceremony had been 
performed, into the city, thro’ an infinite con- 
courfe of people, who welcomed his acceffion 
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80 that high rank, with fhouts of joy, as he 
paffed to the Englifh factory. After remaining 
about a week at Surat, Mr. Vaux fent to acquaint 
t 3 fe governor of the neceffity he lay under to re- 
turn back to his government of Bombay, when 
he received for anfwer, that as no other perfon 
could be trufted by the Mogul, to fee the per- 
formance of the contract performed, it was hoped 
he would not think of leaving the city, left the 
king fliSbld repent of the favours he had fhewn 
the company whofe commiffion he carried. Thus 
Vaux was detained hoftage for the future good 
behaviour of the Englifh company. Mr. Harris 
depending on the cuftom generally obferved by 
the company, demanded the prefidency of Mr. 
Vaux; and he, tho’ the other was altogether 
unqualified, to fave contention, yielded it. Har- 
ris came afterwards to be ruled entirely by one 
Annefley, a man of no character, but of great 
craft, fo that this latter came to hold the reins 
of government folely by himfeif, and had avarice 
and addrefs enough to embroil the affairs of the 
company, as well as of the private traders, during 
the government of Harris, and after his death 
procured himfeif to be made prefident, or rather 
tyrant of Bombay. The following is an inftance 
of the juftnefs of the character given him by cap- 
tain Hamilton. 

There are a great many large fhips belonging 
to the fubje<Sts of the Mogul, which trade all 
over India. The owners of the e, having a high 
eileem of the abilities of the Englifh in the art of 
navigation, above any other European nation, 
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procured Englifh navigators and officers to con- 
dudt their flaps, allowing them very confidcrable 
wages and other indulgences. Caotains had from 
ten, to fif.een pounds a month ; mates, from nx 
to nine pounds ; and the gunners and boatfwains, 
befides good falaries, were allowed to carry cer- 
tain goods and merchandize free of freight. 
Mr. Annefley undertook to reduce thefe wages 
one half, to the perfons employed, lookiiig upon 
the remaining moiety as his untloubtecT due, in 
quality of his office. Some awed by fear, or 
compelled through ncccflity, complied ; whilfl: 
others delpking in's threats, refilled to come into 
his meafurcs. Thefe he looked upon as rebels, 
profccuting them to the utmoft of his power, 
and when that failed, bribing the Mogul’s go- 
vernor to plague and harrafs them. Thus fome 
were oppreffed and ruined by his pradlices, whilfl 
others bid him defiance with impunity. Thofe 
who fuflercd, and thefe who were out of his 
reach, equally flrovc to expole him and his fu- 
periors to the hatred of the Mogul fubjefts, and 
in the end effe&ually deftroyed both their efteem 
and credit with the trading part of that people. 
Thofe in lower circumftances, thus lofing their 
employ in the fervice of the Moorifh merchants, 
and whofe being and fubfiftence depended on 
their labour and induftry, were forced to devife 
new ways of fubfifting, prejudicial enough to the 
company’s affairs, feveral going over to the fervice 
of the pirates. 

The company in England being informed of 
Harris and Annefley’s male adminiftration, fent 

out 
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out Sir John Gayer to take upon him the 
management of their concerns. This perfon 
arrived in the year 1 694, and was inverted with 
4 he title of general of all India* Annefley was 
immediately diverted of all power to do future 
harm, tho’ he continued in the fervice of the 
company till the year 1700, but was at laft dif- 
mifled from all employment under that com- 
pany. The new governor, tho’ far from being a 
man'' vicious character, committed fome 
a&ions which very much wounded his reputa- 
tion. One inftance is as follows : a young lady 
who had no relations alive, but had a portion of 
three thoufand pounds, happened unadvifedly to 
marry a perfon fhe loved in a clandertine manner, 
contrary to the ftatute law of Bombay, where no 
marriage is binding without confent of the gover- 
nor. Gayer taking advantage of this ftatute, dif- 
folved the marriage, and on account of the mo- 
ney, married her to his own fon. Another 
piece of bad condudl in this governor was, the 
compelling the crew of a fliip to go on board 
againft their own inclination, and to proceed on 
a voyage to China, notwithftanding the loud 
complaints they made of their captain's ill ufage 
of them, and that with a gieat deal of juftice. The 
confequence of this proceeding was, that tile 
crew mutinied on their paffage, murdered their 
captain in his cabbin, and then went a pirating 
with the (hip, infefting the navigation of the 
ftraits of Malacca, where they took and plun- 
dered every fhip they were able to overcome. 

The 


3 



464 A NEW HISTORY of 

The third and lafl particular I fhall mention 
alledged againft Sir John Gayer, was the iuffer- 
ing himfelf and his wife to be taken prifcners 
by order of the governor of Surat, when it was 
in his power to have prevented that meafure, 
by defending himfelf in his fortrefs, or at leaft 
by a timeous and eafy efcape : this was no more, 
according to the prevailing opinion, than a 
ftratagem of Gayer’s own contrivance, whereby 
he found means to refide at Surat, r v?Here he 
could employ his money to much greater ad- 
vantage, than he poffibly could at Bombay, his 
own government. 

Nor was the government of Sir Nicholas Waite, 
who fucceeded Gayer in the diredtion of the 
company’s affairs at Bombay, any more for the 
intereft of his conftituents, than that of his pre- 
deceffor. The loofenefs of his morals, his bare- 
faced injuftice and prevarication, provoked the 
inhabitants and foldiery at Bombay to fuch a de- 
gree, that they feized him, and fent him pri- 
foner to England, fo that his reign, which was 
very fhort, was however exceedingly prejudicial 
to his conftituents, as well as to the private 
traders under his government. 

From the time that the prefident had been ob- 
liged to refide at Surat, Bombay had been go-, 
verned by a perfon deputed from him. At this 
time, out of near eight hundred Englifh that 
dwelt here before the war, there were no more 
than fixty left alive by the plague and the fword ; 
fo that Bombay, from being one of the moft de- 
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lightful places in all the Indies, was now become 
a moft difmal defart. The Ipirit of injuftice 
(fays my author) Hill reigned there, thofe whom 
th^x^ar and peftilence had left alive, being re- 
fufcd liberty to return home to their native coun- 
try, nor were they permitted to leek the ad- 
vancement of their fortunes, being ftill continued 
in the fervice of the company, into which they 
had been compelled in the late exigency of their 
affairs, and in which they faw no profpedt of ever 
being preferred. This occafioned confiderable 
difeontents, and the rigorous exadtion of the 
company’s duties of five per cent, on provifions, 
in the middle of the war, when the importation 
of them ought above all things to have been en- 
couraged, added not a little to the general mur- 
mur. 

Let us now return to Great Britain. In the 
year 1693, king William granted this company 
a charter of regulations, which proves by the re- 
ferences contained in the body of it, that their 
former charters had been renewed in the month 
of Odtober preceding. This adt empowered them 
to open books for a new fubfeription to the 
amount of feven hundred and forty-four thoufand 
pounds. By this the company were alfo bound, 
to caufe all their goods to be publickly difpofed of 
by inch of candle; to extend their exports of 
goods of the manufacture of this kingdom to the 
value of one hundred thoufand pounds ; to fur- 
ftifh to the crown five hundred tons of the belt 
falt-pctre yearly, at the rate of thirty-eight poinds" 
ten millings per ton in time of peace, and in 
ol. II. *H h time 
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time of war at forty-five ; finally, they were or- 
dered to make all dividends upon their capital in 
money only. Thefe conditions obfervad^ this 
charter was to remain in force for the fpac% of 
twenty- one years. They were likewife to con- 
form and give perfedt obedience to all fuch or- 
ders, qualifications or reftridtions, as their ma- 
jefties, by and with advice of the privy-council, 
fliould fee fitting, on or before the twenty-ninth of 
September 1699 » that otherwife lettosyrTJf revoca- 
tion fhould be iffued, whereby all their powers 
and privileges fliould be rendered null and of no 
effeft. The reftridtions fixed at that time ( 1 694) 
were contained in another adt called, a charter of 
regulations, containing among other particulars, 
that the governor and company trading to Eaft- 
India, fliould once every year in the month of 
Auguft, tranfmit to the privy-council a true and 
fair account of the qualities, quantities, and value 
at prime coft of the goods of the manufacture of 
England by them exported, together with the 
place from whence fo exported, and this certified 
by the oaths of the officers of the cuftoms, and 
of the company’s fervantsj and it was at the 
fame time provided, that none of the above goods 
and merchandize fo exported, fliould be relanded 
in the dominions of Great Britain, nor conveyed 
to any other parts beyond feas, than the places 
within the limits of their charter. It was fur- 
ther ordered, that on application made by fix or 
more proprietors, each of whom' fliouid be pof- 
fefled of one thoufand pounds capital Hock in 
the funds of the company, demanding a general 

court 
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court to be held, that then the governor, or de- 
puty governor, fhould within eight days after the 
above-application, call liich a court, which might 
ndi be adjourned but by confent of the majority 
of the proprietors fo affembled. To thefe and 
other fuch reftridtions, the company were re- 
quired to give perfect obedience, under pain of 
lofing all the powers and privileges they flood 
poffeffed of. 

It mlgh*’ be thought that all thofe powers and 
advantages fe cured and confirmed to them by fo 
many charters, fliould have fettled their affairs 
upon a folid balls, and efpecialiy during a reign 
which feemed to deny them nothing. This was 
however very far from being true at this juncture. 
Their authority was contefled in a bold and open 
manner by the private traders, ftiled by them in- 
terlopers, who paid no regard to their pretenfions, 
out of a belief, that the crown had no power to 
grant any exclufive privilege in matters of trade. 
But the greatefl evil of all was the flraits and po- 
verty of the government,- the minifters favouring 
the private merchants in order to draw fuins of 
money from them for fuch licences, and thus ruin- 
ing the credit of their adminiftration, by an open 
breach of all thofe charters which themfelves 
had been the inflruments of procuring, for which 
the company had paid fuch exorbitant fums, and 
on the faith whereof fo many perfons of all. ranks 
had thrown their fortunes into the company’s 
capital. The fum wanted at this time by the 
government was- two millions, and, it not being 
believed that any number of new proprietors 

H h 2 .would 
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would advance fuch a fum for a new charter upon 
the credit of the adminiftration, who had fo 
lately prevaricated with the old compafi)v ^he 
affair was laid before the houfe of commons (in 
j 690) in order to have every thing fettled upon 
a more folid balls, that of national fecurity. The 
motion lor a new company was no fooner made, 
than it was fupported by all the weight and in- 
tereft of the perfons in power, notwithftanding 
the oppolidon of the members qf thS r old com- 
pany, wh 'fe zeal and vehemence had no man- 
ner of dll it. Their caufe had no better fuccefs 
in the houfe , of lords, where Sir Thomas Powis, 
and Sir Bartholomew Shower, their council, fup- 
ported their pretentions with abundance of elo- 
quence ; for it had been already determined to 
facrifice the interefts of the old company to thofe 
of the public, or to fpeak with more juftice, to the 
neceffities of. the government. 

Thus a new company was conftituted, and in- 
corporated by a law, at the price of a loan of two 
millions, for which they received, intereft: after 
the rate of eight per cent, tho’ by fubfequent aits 
of the legiflature, it has been reduced to fix and 
to five per centum. 

The old company had no other plan left but to 
negociate an union with her younger After, a thing 
the more likely to fuccced as it was evidently the 
intereft of both. An agreement was foon deter- 
mined, by which it was refolved, that the effedts 
oi both companies fiiould be brought home to be 
difpofed of for their feveral accounts, and all pof- 
fible precautions taken ‘that both might do it with 

fecurity ; 
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Security ; that no advantages either on the part of 
the crown, or of the new company, fhould be 
tak^rv-sf the old company on pretence of forfei- 
ture * and that a releafe fhould be given by the 
two companies to each other reciprocally, and by 
each of them to their refpedlive fadtors and fcr- 
vants ; that the funds of the old company, amount- 
ing to three hundred and fifteen thoufand pounds, 
fhould immediately upon the execution of the 
above part "'f this a greement, be united to the 
capital of the new company i and that the old 
company fhould purchafe, fix hundred and feventy 
three thoufand five hundred pounds flock of the 
new company, in their capital flock of one mil- 
lion, fix hundred and fixty-two thoufand pounds, 
to be transferred by three of their members in 
their political capacity, with the profits to arife 
therefrom, whereby the old company may have 
nine hundred and eighty-eight thoufand five 
hundred pounds in the common funds, an equi- 
valent to the interefl of the new company there- 
in, and that the above flock of fix hundred and 
.feventy- three thoufand five hundred pounds, ihould 
be transferred at four feveral times, one fourth part 
to be paid for at each transfer, at the rate of one 
hundred pounds for one hundred pounds ; that 
the dead flock of the old company at home and 
abroad fhould be valued at thirty-three thoufand 
pounds, that of the new company alfo at home 
and abroad, at feventy thoufand pounds, and that 
the old company fhould, at the time of transfer- 
ring their firfl fourth of the faid fix hundred and 
feventy -three thoufand five hundred pounds, t ran fi- 
ll h 3 fer 
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fer at the fame time all their dead ftock at home 
and abroad to the new company, the latter pay- 
ing for one moiety thereof flxteen thoufan&'fve 
hundred pounds, and that the new company 
fliould alfo pay to the old company thirty-five 
thoufand pounds, as the one moiety of their dead 
Rock, and that thereupon, the old company fliould 
be intitled to one moiety of both dead Rocks, in 
the lame manner as the members of the new. 
The members of the new ec-irqxu.y lo transfer- 
ring to be intitled to the arrears of their annuities 
till the time of the faid transfers, after which all 
annuities arifing from' the ancient ftock of the old 
company (3 15,000 1.) to be pan! to perfons robe 
appointed for that effect by the old company for 
their ufe, and in like manner the new company 
to enjoy all profits previous to this agreement, 
and alfo five per cent, on all fliips entered inwards, 
or cleared outwards, previous to the execution of 
the faid agreement, but that each company de- 
lift from any feparate exportation. 

That, for feven years next enfuing, both com- 
panies were to lhare equally in the adminiftration 
of all affairs relating to their funds or commerce, 
and that twelve perfons fliould be elected by the 
general court of each company refpedtively, out 
of the courts of committees, and diredtors of the 
faid companies, who fliould be named in the new 
charter, the managers of the united trade to 
India, and that a new additional ftock fliould be 
railed for carrying on the future commerce, to 
be advanced in fuch proportions as the laid 
Jvventy-four managers, or the major part of them 

fliould 
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fhould" fee fitting, the general courts .approving 
thereof. 

Ths&for the fpace of feven years enfuing, the 
old<?ompany fhould remain a feparate corporation, 
and preferve their flock as a body politick, with 
power to transfer and affign in their own books, 
as at that time then prefent, and that at the end 
of feven years they fhould transfer and aflign in 
the books of the new company, their (hare in the 
capital, to fuch members as fhould then ftand in- 
titled to the lauic7"Whereupon the faid members 
of the old company fhould become members of 
the new company gratis. 

That each company fhould indemnify the 
other from their debts and demands, and a proper 
provifo be made for that purpofe ; and that the 
new company, from the time that this agreement 
fhould be put in execution, fhould not take up 
any monies upon their common feal, nor do any 
other adt, except what related to their feparate 
effedts as aforefaid, without the concurrence of 
the old company. 

That it fhould be covenanted between them, 
that his majefty fhould within ten days after mak- 
ing the above affignment, make a re-grant, and 
that the old company fhould furrender their char- 
ter, and adt of incorporation, within one month 
after the expiration of the faid feven years, and 
alfo that the king fhould within ten days after the 
faid furrender, make a new grant to the truftees, 
and fubjedt to the fame truftees all fuch eftate and 
effedts of the old company as fhould come to, or 
devolve upon the crown, by reafon of the faid 
furrender. H h 4 Finally, 
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Finally, that immediately from and after the 
faid furrender, the new company fhall be filled, 
The United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eafl-Indies. And that neverthelWs, 
the future management of the faid flock and trade,, 
after the expiration of the faid feven years as 
above, fhould be according to the charter of the 
new company, of the date of the 5th of Sep-' 
tember 1698. And that for the better attaining 
the purpofes aforefaid, there fhould be a tripar- 
tite indenture, to be put in execution on the part 
of his majefty and of both the faid companies, 
wherein fuch covenants and provifions fhould be 
made as fhould be thought reafonablc, with pro- 
per releafes to each company, in Inch manner as 
that as foon as the above term of feven years al- 
lowed for the conveniency of both Tides fhould 
be expired, the two companies fhould thence- 
forwards become, and be one in name and in 
effect. 

Thus were the animofitics and quarrels between 
the two companies, both at home and in the 
Indies, put an end to, tho’ in thefe diflant parts 
a confiderable time was fpent even after this co- 
alition, before peace and harmony were entirely 
reflored. For heretofore nothing but the brittle 
bond of lucre and felf-interefl had held the Bri- 
tifh iubje&s engaged in this commerce together, 
by which perfons who fecretly entertained the 
greatefl averfion for each other, were obliged to a 
certain degree of compliance to obtain their fe- 
veral ends. All this time their affairs were in a 
languid condition, as being principally fupported 

by 
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by fuch as had no other concern for them, than in 
proportion as their private interefts were con- 
jie<f$gd,with them. The miniflry were fo much 
laken up with humbling the exorbitant power of 
the houfe of. Bourbon, now grown to a height 
that juftly alarmed all the other powers of Eu- 
rope, that they had no leifure for the more tran- 
quil concerns of trade and commerce. 

There however remained feveral inconveni- 
ences after this union, to renibve which the com- 
pany refolv^d tr-spply to the court. The loan of 
money has been a way of procuring that protec- 
tion, of very ancient flanding, and it was re- 
folved to purfuc the fame meafures in the follicit- 
ing of fome remedy for the prefent inconveni- 
ences. Wherefore they offered to lend the go- 
vernment in the fixth year of the reign of queen 
Anne, the fum of one million two hundred thou- 
sand pounds, over and above what the govern- 
ment flood indebted to them for already. Their 
propofal was without difficulty accepted of, 
and the parliament was to afford them all that 
they required for the benefit of their traffic. A 
law was therefore paffed, by which it was en- 
acted, that the Englifli company trading to the 
Eafl-Indies, do pay into the Exchequer the fum 
already mentioned at certain times, in failure 
whereof, .the monies to be recovered of the com- 
pany by way of action of debt, with twelve per 
cent, damages, and that the company be impow- 
ered to borrow on their common feal a fum of 
money, the principal not to exceed one million, 
five hundred thoufand pounds over and above 

what 
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what they were formerly legally intitled to borr 
row on their common ftock. If the governor and 
company, and general court of the merchant? of 
England trading to the Eaft-lndies, /hall fee fit to 
call in monies from their refpe&ive adventurers 
towards the railing the faid fum of one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds, or repayment of 
monies borrowed for that effect, they are by this 
adt empowered to make fuch calls j and if any 
members /hall negKfet or refufe to- pay their 
/hares of the monies fo called which the 

company in purfuance of the ftatute 9 W. III. 
cap. 44, or their charters, /hall call in for carrying 
on their trade (after notice fixed on the Royal 
Exchange) that then the company may Hop the 
dividends payable, to fuch members, and apply 
the fame towards fuch payment, until it be /atif-. 
fied j and alfo /lop the transfers of the /hares of 
fuch defaulters, and charge them with intere/l at 
five per cent, till payment $ which being /till neg- 
lected, the company may in three months fell fo 
much of the defaulters /lock as will pay the fame. 
The above fum of one million two hundred 
thoufand pounds, /hall be deemed an addition to 
the ftock of the Engli/h India company, and be 
free of taxes. The united ftock of the company 
/hall be fubjeCt to the debts contracted by the faid 
company, and fuch perfons intitled to feven thou- 
fand two hundred pounds, part of the two mil- 
lions original ftock, who have not united their 
J©ck to the corporation’s,, and who are autho- 
^fifed to carry on a trade for their feparate ufe, 
jpay hold and enjoy the fajd trade as if this aCl 

had 
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had not been made. But the company may re- 
pay the fame at the end of three years, together 
with' the annuities due thereon, and then the 
whole trade {hall be veiled in the faid company. 
Matters of difpute fubfifting between the two 
companies relative to the union, to be referred to 
the arbitration of Sidney earl of Godolphin, and 
after the making the faid award, and furrender of 
the charter of the governor and company of mer- 
chants trading tothe Eaft-Indies, the perfons who 
at the time of the furrender, purfuant to an in- 
denture tripartite, made between 'the queen on 
the firft part, the faid governor and company on 
the fecond part, and the faid company of the 
third part, {hall be directors and managers on the 
united trade of the Englifh company, {hall conti- 
nue in that quality, until new directors are chofen, 
according to their charter, dated the 5th of Sep- 
tember 10 W. III. provided, that after a time li- 
mited, and repayment of the faid two millions, 
and one million two hundred thoufand pounds, and 
all arrears then due for annuities, which annuities 
amount to one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds 
per annum, and upon three years notice, that then 
the aforelaid duties on fait, &c. and the benefit 
of trade given by this and the former aft and 
charter to ceafe. This provifo is extended as to 
time, by ftatute 10 Ann. cap. 28, and the 29th, 
empowers the company to enter fuch goods as 
they {hall import at the cuftom-houfe, by bills 
at fight or lufferance, and {hall give fecurity under 
their common leal for payment of fuch euftoms 
and duties as are rated in the book of rates, and 

upon 
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upon coffee, to be afcertained by tiath of the 
importer, viz. for payment of one half at the end 
of fix calendar months, and the other half at the 
end of twelve months ; and the cufi.om-ho.ufe 
officers fhall grant to the company fuch bills at 
'fight or l'u Iterance, and take fecurity as aforefaid, 
making fuch allowances and deductions as are 
made to other merchants paying their cuftoms at 
or before the landing their goods and merchan- 
dize ; but nothing herein contained to extend to 
alter the method of paying the'chities of fifteen 
per cent, on mullins and callicoes, or the duties 
on any other goods to be afcertained by fale at the 
candle. 

Soon after the accefiion of George the firft to 
the imperial crown of thefe kingdoms, a new 
evil was difcovered, the preventing of which was 
of confequence to the interefts of the whole na- 
tion, as well as of the company in particular. 
This was, that divers perfons had made icveral at- 
tempts to learn the fecrets of the affairs of the 
company for the information of certain foreigners, 
who projected the fharing in this lucrative com- 
merce. Wherefore it was enaCled by the legifia- 
tive power of the nation ^ftat. 5 Geo. I.) to ren- 
der fuch practices ineffectual ; that all fubjeCts of 
thefe kingdoms who fhall fail or go to the Eaft- 
Indies, or fuch places of Afia, &c. beyond the 
cape of Bona El'peranza, or the ftraits of Ma- 
gellan, contrary to the laws in being, or to the 
tenor of this aCt, fhall be liable to the punifh- 
ment inflicted by law for fuch offence j and it 
fhall be lawful lor the united company of mer- 
chants 
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chants of England trading to the Eail-Indies, 
and their fucceffors, to feize fuch perfons, and 
to fend them to England to Hand trial, and to be 
puniflied according to due courfe of law. Every 
perfon who (hall follicit, procure, obtain, or aft 
under any commiffion, authority, or pals from 
any foreign power, to fail, or trade to, or in the 
Eaft-Indies, (hall forfeit five hundred pounds, 
whereof one moiety to the informer, the other 
to the crown. 

Thefe laws dfd not produce the intended ef- 
fects ; and the profits of the company, who had 
for fome years pad divided ten per cent, upon 
their capital, excited a general eagernefs to en- 
gage in this trade, and efpecially amongft the 
Englilh. This gave occafion, amongft other pro- 
jects formed by our neighbours, to the eftabli(h- 
ment of a new company at Qftend, in which 
many Englilh were concerned ; for thefe caufes 
an aft was pafled in the ninth year of the fame 
reign, prohibiting all fubjeCts of the three king- 
doms from encouraging in any way the eftablifti- 
ment of any foreign company trading from the 
Auftrian Netherlands to any place mentioned in 
former aCts, for fecuring the exclufive title to 
that trade to the united Eaft-India company .in 
England, or to have any intereft or (hare in the 
ftock or aCtions of any fuch foreign company, or 
to make any payment in money or bills, or any 
other way whatfoever, towards the promoting 
or fupporfof that or any other foreign company ; 
the perfons (o offending to forfeit their intereft 
and lhare in the ftccks of fuch company, with 

treble 
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treble the value thereof, one third to go to the 
crown, and the remaining two. thirds to the Eaft- 
India company, in cafe they inform, or fue for 
the fame, otherwife one third to go to the com- 
mon informer, recoverable by action of debt, 
&c. 

The attorney general of his own authority, or 
at relation of the faid united company, and for 
the company, may file a bill of complaint in the 
court of Chancery, or of the Exchequer, againfl 
any perfon who lhall have fubfcribed or contri- 
buted to, or promoted, or any wife become in- 
terefled in the ellablilhing of any fuch foreign 
Ealt-India company, or the Hock or trade there- 
of, for the difcovery of his offence, remitting or 
waving the forfeiture of the treble value of the 
offender’s flock or concern in any fuch com- 
pany, and infilling only on the Angle value. And 
if thereupon fuch perfon lhall anfwer to the bill, 
and not plead, or demur to the difcovery there- 
by fought j and in cale the fingle value only of 
fuch interell or lhare lhall be decreed to be paid, 
one third part thereof lhall go to his majelly, and 
the other two thirds to the company. If any 
fubjedt lhall have accepted of any trull, or know 
of any interell, lhare, or concern, which any of 
his majefly’s fubjedts lhall have in any fuch fo- 
reign company, and lhall not within fix months 
after accepting the trull, or the coming to the 
knowledge of any fuch interell, &c. truly difco- 
ver the fame in writing, to the faid united com- 
pany of England, or their court of diredtors, he 
lhall forfeit treble the value, of the faid concern, 

interell.. 
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intereft, &c. fo accepted in truft, or fo known, 
and not difcovered j one moiety to the crown, 
the other to him who will fue for the fame, by 
adion of debt, &c. or fuch offender /hall, at the 
discretion of the court where the profecution is 
commenced, fuffer one year’s imprisonment j and 
perfons that, within the time above, fhall volun- 
tarily come to the court of diredors, and make 
a true difeovery in writing of the intereft, &c. of 
any fubjed in the ftock of fuch foreign company, 
fhall have one half part of the clear amount of 
the forfeitures arifing by this ad. 

Any of his msjefty’s fubjeds not lawfully au- 
thorized, found in the Baft-Indies, are declared 
guilty of a high mifdemeanour, and may be pro- 
fecuted for the fame, and, if found guilty,' fhall 
be liable to fuch corporal punifhxnent, imprison- 
ment, or fine, as the court where the profecu- 
tion is commenced fhall fee fit ; and the offenders 
may be Seized and brought to England, and anv 
juftice of the peace mav commit them to the 
next county goal, till fufticient Security be given 
by natural born fubjeds, cr denizens, for their 
appearance in court, See. and not to depart out 
of the kingdom without leave. 

All adions on account of offences againft this 
ad, or againft 9 Will. III. cap. 44. or 5 Geo. I. 
cap. 2i, &c. fhall be laid in London or Middle- 
sex, in the option of the profecutor ; and a ca- 
pias in the firft procefs fhail iftiie upon any bill, 
plaint, or indidment, See. profecuted for the fa id 
offences. 

In- 



4*0 A NSW HISTORY of 

In the feventh year of the reign of the lame 
prince, a law was paffed for the better prevent- 
ing an unlawful, , and further fecuring a lawful 
trade to the Eaft-Indies. By this law it was en- 
aCted, that all goods fhiped on board any (hip 
for the Eaft-Indies (except goods of the com- 
pany, or goods licenced by them, and naval 
ftores, provifions, and neceffaries for the fhip in 
her voyage) and all goods taken out of fuch fhips 
in her voyage homewards from the Eaft-Indies, 
and to England, before her arrival here, fhall be 
forfeited with double the value, and the mafter 
or officer of fuch fhips, knowingly permitting 
fuch goods to be fo fhiped, or taken out from on 
board fuch fhips, fhall for every offence forfeit 
one thoufand pounds, and fhall not be entitled to 
any wages, &c. 

Agreements or contracts made, or entered into 
by any of his majefty’s fubjeCts, or in truft for 
them, on the loan of monies by way of bot- 
tomry, upon any fhip in the fervice of foreigners, 
and bound to the Eaft-Indies, &c. and ail con- 
tracts for loading or fupplying any fuch fhip with 
a cargo of any fort of goods, merchandize, trea- 
fure or effeCts, or with provifions, ftores, or necel- 
fiiries, and co-partnerfhips entered into with re- 
lation to any fuch voyage, or the profits thereof, 
and all agreements for the wages of any perfon 
ferving on board any fhip to be employed in fuch 
voyage, fhall be void ; and every perfon, fubject 
,of his majcfly, that fhall go to tl\e Eaft-Indies 
contrary to the laws now in force, fhall be deemed 
2 a trader. 
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a trader, and to have traded there, and all the 
goods there bartered or trafficked for, or pur- 
chafed by fuch perfon, or found in his cuflody, 
or any other in trull for him, by his order and 
procurement, fhall be forfeited, with double the 
value. 

And by this adt it fhall be lawful for the attor- 
ney general, or the company, at any time with- 
in fix years, to file in any of the courts at Wefl- 
minfler, informations againfi: clandeftine traders, 
and the defendants being found guilty thereof, 
the court fhall forthwith proceed to give judge- 
ment therein againfi them, &c. It fhall alfo be 
lawful for the attorney general at the relation of 
the company, or by his own authority, to exhi- 
bit bills of complaint in the Exchequer, againfi 
perfons trading to or from the Eafl- Indies con- 
trary to law, or againfi any perfon concerned as 
agent, fadtor or co-partner with fuch illegal 
traders, for difcovering of fuch their trading, &c. 
and for the recovering the duties and damages, 
&c. and fuch perfons fhall pay to his majefly the 
cufloms of the goods of fuch unlawful trade, and 
fhall anfwer to the company thirty per cent, ac- 
cording to the value thereof in England j and if 
f ’ch offenders pay the amount of the cufloms of 
the fame into the Exchequer, and damages to the 
company, they fhall not be otherwife profecuted 
by this adl, or any other flatute for the fame of- 
fence ; but if a decree be obtained againfi the 
defendants, th$y fhall pay colls to his majefly, 
and the relator refpedtively. 

VOL. II. I i. 
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And if fuch bills (being exhibited at the rela- 
tion of the company) be difmiffed by the court, 
the company (hall pay every defendant his full 
cofts ; the forfeitures and penalties herein before 
appointed, or in former a£ts relating to the Eaft- 
India company, may be fued for, not only by the 
attorney general, or the laid company, but alfo by 
any officer of the cuftoms, fuch officer having 
the confent and order of the court of directors, as 
by the a£t is particularly required ; and one third 
of all fuch penalties fhall be to the crown, one 
third to the company, and the remaining third to 
fuch officers of the cuftoms as fhall inform and 
fue as aforefaid. The united company fhall be 
allowed to fhip out ftores, provifions, utenfils of 
war, and neceffaries for maintaining their garri- 
fons and fettlements, free of all duties, fo as the 
duties, if they had been paid, do not exceed in 
any one year three hundred pounds. No Eaft- 
India goods to be imported into Ireland, or the 
Plantations, but from Great Britain, on pain of 
forfeiting fhip and goods, &c. 

• Thus we have feen the company engaged in a 
conftant ftruggle with difficulties, partly owing 
to the evil maxims of feme perfons about the 
prince, who made them buy every favour at a 
prodigious ranfom ; and partly from the Dutch, 
who had this advantage over the Englifh com- 
pany, that they had all the affiftance their go- 
vernment was able to give, and were permitted to 
difpofe and manage their own affairs as to them 
feemcd moft conducive to their interefts, in a fo- 

vereign 
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vereign and independent manner. The cafe has 
been much altered of late years, for the advan- 
tage of the Englifh company, the legiflature 
having taken into their protedlion the concerns 
of a body from which the government has reaped 
fo much benefit. So that the company has 
for fome time been gaining upon the Dutch, at 
leaft in thofe countries where both nations enjoy 
equal freedom to trade, and where the fuccefs 
depends principally upon the choice and good 
opinion of the natives. The company have in 
a particular manner extended their fettlements in 
the ifland of Sumatra, having no lefs than three 
feveral eftablifhments upon it, Bencoolen, Aken, 
and Sillebar ; but the firft of thefe was the moft 
confiderable of all, and firft began to flourifh 
about the year 1685. In procefs of time they 
became fo confiderable, that feveral of the petty 
fovereigns of the ifland began to put themfelvcs 
under their prote&ion, hoping thereby to fcreca 
themfelves from the power of the Dutch, at the 
fame time that they enjoyed the benefit of trad- 
ing with their rivals the Englifh. Nor has their 
attachment to their new matters ever been called 
in queftion, notwithftanding that their treatment 
has not always been to be defended. What prin 
cipally determined the company to fettle on thb 
part of Sumatra, was the convenience of the 
pepper trade carried on from Lampour, a com- 
modious poft feated at the bottom of a deep bay, 
twenty leagues within the ftraits of Sunda. The 
company had enjoyed the profits of this efta- 
blifliment till they were drove out by the Dutch 
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in 1683, when the king of Bantam, in whofe 
dominions this place lies, was compelled by the 
Dutch to break off all correfpondence with the 
English. 

The good correfpondence which the fadtors 
fettled at Bencoolen entertained with the inland 
princes of the ifland, was what induced the 
chief to remove from Bencoolen in the year 1719, 
where great numbers of Englifh died every year 
thro’ the unhealthfulnefs of the place. For thefe 
reafons, they made choice of a place a few miles 
diftant, whereon they were to eredt a new fort 
under the name of Marlborough Fort. The work 
was now confiderably advanced, when the na- 
tives dreading a flrength which threatened their 
liberty, laid fchemes for the deflrudtion of the 
power of the company in their ifland. . So that 
a general infurredtion enfued, thofe of the coun- 
try people who were in pay of the company 
deferring to the enemy, after having fet fire to the 
fort, and the enemy had already entered Ben- 
coolen, where all the Europeans were put to death 
to a man. The remaining Englifh were therefore 
obliged to confult their own fafety, and to with- 
draw, and after having fecurcd on board a fhip, 
the company’s treafure, books, and effedts, they 
embarked for Batavia. The Englifh however 
found means to return the year following, where 
they continued to work on the fortifications of 
Fort Marlborough, unmolefled by thejnatives. The 
chiefs employed by the Englifh company had 
been guilty of fome indiferetions, which being 
light in comparifon of the tyranny of the Dutch, 
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the Malayans out of dread of the latter were 
willing to put up with, and gave the Eng- 
lifti all manner of encouragement at their new 
fettlement Marlborough Fort, a place incompara- 
bly more wholfome than Bencoolen, notwith- 
ftanding its vicinity to this latter. Befides, as the 
Fort of Marlborough is a place of much greater 
ftrength than York Fort (at Bencoolen) the fervants 
of the company are free from any apprehenfions 
of a furprize from the natives. So that every thing 
contributes to extend the traffic and confequence 
of the company on this ill and. Thefe fuccefies, 
joined to the care of the company in the choice 
of perfons of prudence and abilities to be emr 
ployed in the Indies in quality of chiefs, have 
given their affairs a new face ; and it has been 
faid, that had it not been for the Ioffes fuftained 
by the eftabliffiment of new companies abroad, 
they ffiould foon have been in a condition to have 
doubled their dividends, the benefit of which 
was laid open by the exhibition of the compa- 
ny’s books, and of the amounts of their fales, 
a ftep occafioned by the clamour then railed with 
refpedt to the decay of trade. This condutt of 
the miniftry was what gave occafion to the rife of 
many new attempts by foreigners to obtain a 
fhare in a traffic which they faw attended with 
fuch prodigious returns. 

The propofals made at this time for laying the 
trade of the company open, feconded by clamo- 
rous complaints of the injuftice of a monopoly, 
by which a body of private merchants fatiated 
their avarice at the eSpence of the whole nation, 

I i 3 gave 
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gave them frefh alarms, which were increafed 
by the circumftances of the ‘times, when they had 
all the reafon in the world to be apprehenfive of 
the effects of popular clamour. Wherefore a 
new negociation was fet on foot with the admi- 
niftration, wherein they made propolals highly 
for the benefit of the government, on condition 
that they were fecured in the pofleflion of their 
exclufive title to the Eaft-lndia trade, in fuch 
manner as to free them from all future apprehen- 
fions. A law was foon palled, by which all their 
powers and privileges were confirmed in the man- 
ner they defired. It was hereby ena&ed, that 
the company do, on or before a certain day fixed, 
pay into the Exchequer two hundred thoufand 
pounds, to be applied towards the fupplies granted 
to his majefly, for which no intereft lhall be paid, 
nor any addition be made to the capital of the 
company by the public on account thereof, nor 
the fame nor any other part of it be paid to the 
company. That after the twenty-ninth day of 
September, 1730, the annuity or yearly fund of 
one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, fhall be 
reduced to one hundred and twenty-eight thou- 
fand pounds, in refpedfc of the capital flock or 
debt of three millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds, which annuity fo reduced fhall be charged 
on the fame duties and revenues by the like weekly 
or quarterly payments, and with the fame pro- 
vifions for making good deficiencies in the faid 
reduced funds, as their prefent fund or annuity is 
now charged on, till other provifion is made by 
parliament with confent of the company. But 
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that upon one year’s notice by parliament after the 
twenty-fifth day of March 1736, after the expi- 
ration of that year, and on repayment of the faid 
debt of three millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds to the company, and all arrears of their 
reduced annuity of one hundred and twenty-eight 
thoufand pounds, which fhall be due at the end 
of the faid year j then and from thenceforwards, 
the faid annuity or yearly fund fhall ceafe and be 
no longer payable. And at any time after the 
faid twenty-fifth of March, after a year’s notice 
by parliament, and after the faid year is expired, 
upon repayment made to the company of any 
fum not lefs than five hundred thoufand pounds, 
part of the capital flock of three millions two 
hundred thoufand pounds, and on payment of 
all arrears then due on their reduced annuity, 
that after fuch payments made, fuch part of the faid 
annuity as fhall bear a certain proportion to 
the capital fo paid in part, fhall ceafe and 
be abated j and fo from time to time, upon fuch 
yearly notices, and payment of fuch other fums 
in part of the faid capital flock, till the whole of 
their annuity be entirely funk and determined. 
Notwithflanding any fuch redemption, all per- 
fons intitled to any interefl in the flock, &c. of the 
faid company, fhall be and continue a body po- 
litic and corporate with perpetual fucceflion, with 
power to purchafe lands, &c. in Great Britain, 
not exceeding ten thoufand pounds in value at any 
one purchafe,* with full enjoyment of all powers, 
privileges and immunities, as by former charters 
have been granted, with power to declare what 
fhare in their remaining capital fhall qualify mem- 

I i 4 bers 
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bers to be directors, or to vote in their general 
courts. The company (hall, notwithftanding the 
faid redemption, continue to enjoy the whole and 
foie trade to the Eaft-Indies, &c. but with the 
provifo of determination herein after contained. 
Pcrfons, other than the factors, &c. of the faid 
company, failing or trading to the Eaft-Indies, &c. 
fhall forfeit the ihips fo employed with the goods 
laden therein, and double the value, to be fued 
for, recovered and diftributed as by the y Geo. I. 
cap. 21. is diredted. The company Ihall enjoy 
all the powers granted them by former charters, 
&c. and not changed by this adt, freed and dis- 
charged from all provifo’ s of redemption, &c. as 
fully as if the fame were herein repeated, but fub- 
jedt to the reftridtions contained in fuch adts and 
letters patent now in force, as alfo to. the provi- 
fions following, viz. Provided that upon three 
years notice by parliament, after the twenty-fifth 
of March 1736, and repayment made to the 
company of their capital llock of three millions 
two hundred thoufand pounds, and all arrears of 
annuities payable in refpedt thereof; then and from 
thenceforth the right, title, and intereft of the 
faid company, to the entire, lole, and exclufive 
trade to and from the Eaft-Indies, (hall ceafe and 
determine. But after the laid determination of 
the company’s right, &c. the corporation may, 
with all or part of their joint -ftock, &c. trade to 
thofo parts in common with others the fubjedts 
of his majefty. Any notice in writing from the 
fpeaker of the ho ife of commons, to be deemed 
a due and proper notice by. parliament. Nothing 
in this adt to extend to fubiedt the Levant com- 

pany 
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pany to any penalties and forfeitures on account 
of their traffic in the Levant feas ; nor reftrain any 
trade within any of the limits of the Eaft-India 
company, that the South-fea company are any 
way intitled to. 

Thus the reader has feen the foundation and 
firll beginnings of the commerce of the Eaft- 
India company under queen Elizabeth ; the pro- 
grefs made in it in confequence of the regula- 
tions made, with a view of promoting fo national 
a concern j the various viciffitudes of good and 
bad fortune their affairs have undergone, whe- 
ther from their enemies the Indians and Dutch, 
the negligence and ill condudl of her governors 
and fervants abroad, and*the ftill more pernicious 
pradtices of minifterial craft, by which vaft fums 
of money have been drawn from them, for pri- 
vileges which are ever precarious; and laftly, 
their happy and flouriffiing eftate, from the time 
that their own confequence, and the fervices 
done the ftate, brought the whole body of the 
legiflature to become their patrons and pro- 
testors. We ffiall now proceed with all poffible 
brevity to lay before the reader a fmall account 
of the poffeffions and fettlements belonging to 
this wealthy body. 

The firft in order, is Gombroon or Gambroon, 
on the coaft of Perfia, which owes its wealth 
and grandeur to the demolition of Ormus, and 
the downfall of the Portugueze power in the 
Indies. This city, lying in the latitude of 27 0 46' 
north, and juftly accounted one of the greateft 
marts in the eaft, was built by the great Shah 

Abas, 
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Abas, from whence it has obtained the name 
which prevails amongft the Perlians, Bander 
Abafii, or the court of Abas. The English be- 
gan to fettle here about the year 1613, when in 
recompence for the fervices of that nation againft 
the Portugueze, the Shah Abas granted them 
half the cuftoms of that port. However, this 
revenue was at laft reduced to one thoufand to- 
mans a year* that is, in our money, three thou- 
fand three hundred thirty- three pounds fix (hil- 
lings and eight pence : this having alfo of late 
been but ill paid, if it is true that any of it is now 
in their poflcffion. The company (till maintains 
a noble factory here, and where all their trade of 
the Perfian empire is ‘carried on j a branch of 
commerce which takes off a prodigious quantity 
of European commodities. This eftablifhment 
had fuffered greatly by the civil commotions that 
tore this empire about the year 1720, though as 
the affairs of that (fate have been fince that re- 
duced to order and tranquillity, it is probable the 
company have reinftated their commerce at Gam- 
broon in its wonted fplendor and importance. 

Their (econd fettlement is that of Mocha, a 
city feated at the entrance of the Red-fea (lat. 13° 
n'N.) a place of great traffic, where the En- 
glifh nation are much carefled, and carry on an 
infinite trade for coffee and other commodities, 
as well as in all the adjacent ports of Arabia. One 
inconvenience which the company (hares here in 
conjunction with other nations, is ‘the violence 
and exaction of the Arab princes ; nor is it entirely 
free from the depredations of pirates which infeft 
thofe parts. On 
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On the coaft of India they are pofiefled of 
forts, or factories, or fettlements, at Baroach, ' 
Swally, Surat, Bombay, Dabul, Carwar, Telle- 
chery, Anjengo, Fort St. David, Conymerc, ah 
of them on the Malabar ihore. 

On that of Coromandel {lands Fort St. George, 
the capital of the Englifh company’s dominions 
in the Indies. This place is fituated in one of 
the moft incommodious {pots imaginable ; the {ea 
beats perpetually with prodigious violence on the 
fand whereon it {lands ; there is no frefh water 
within a mile of it ; it is fubjedl to inundations 
from the river in the rainy feafon ; and the fun 
from April to September infufferably hot, the fea 
breezes being the only circumftance that renders 
it habitable. The reafon of this bad choice for 
a fettlemcnt is varioufly related. The perfon cn- 
trufted by the company about the beginning of 
the reign of Charles II. to build a fortrefs on that 
coaft, according to fome accounts, made choice 
of this place as the moft proper to ruin the trade of 
the Portugueze fettlement at St. Thomas ; while 
others afleri, that his only motive was to be nearer 
a millrefs he had at the Portuguefe colony. This 
is however certain, that there were feveral places 
in the neighbourhood, free from moft or all of 
thefe inconveniencies. The war carried on by 
the company at Bombay and Bengal, in 1685, 
to 1689, againft the Mogul’s fubjedls, was a con- 
fiderable advantage to Madras. The tranquillity 
which reigned here, and the vicinity to the 
diamond mines of Golconda, where there are 
frequent good purchafes to be made, caufed a 

prodigious 
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prodigious refort of Indian and Black merchants 
to this place, and thus principally contributed to 
render it populous and flourishing. The town is 
divided into two parts : that inhabited by Euro- 
peans is called the White town, is walled round, 
and can only be attacked at two places, the fea and 
river defending the reft ; there are two churches 
here,one for the Englifh, the other for the Roman 
communion. It is alfo a corporation, had a 
mayor and aldermen chofen by the free burghers, 
but the governor and his party are generally 
thought to determine the choice. It had befides 
laws and ordinances of its own, a court in form, 
confifting of the mayor and aldermen in their 
gowns, with maces before them, a clerk, attorneys, 
follicitors &c. tho’ the author from whence this 
account is taken, alledges, that in matters of 
confcquence, a few pagadoes well placed, could 
turn the feales of juftice, the caufe generally going 
according to the favour and inclination of the 
governor; but that in trifling affairs there is not 
the fame caufe of complaint. The governor has 
or aflumes a difpenfing power to annuli all its 
tranfadlions. They have no power of inflicting 
capital punifhment, except for piracy only ; fo that 
crimes of another nature are fometimes made to 
infer piracy, out of perfonal views, or from other 
caufes. Thus, fays my author, a private trader, 
if he has the misfortune to incur the difpleafure 
a governor, is foon found guilty of piracy. 
" That part called the Black town is inhabited by 
Gentows, Mohammedans, Chriftians of India, as 
Portuguezc and Armenians, there being temples 

and 
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and churches for each religion, all perfuafions be- 
ing tolerated. Governor Pitt walled it in toward 
the land, out of fear that the Mogul’s generals in 
Golconda might fome time or other plunder it. 
The government of both towns are abfoiutely 
veiled in the governor, who likewiie commands 
in chief in military concerns ; all other affairs of 
the company are managed by the governor and 
his council in conjunction, and moft of thofeare 
alfo faid to be his creatures. The company have 
their mint here for coining of money, from bul- 
lion brought from Europe and elfewhere, into 
rupees, and this brings them a confiderable re- 
venue. They alfo coin gold into pagados of dif- 
ferent denominations and value. The diamond 
mines lie at a week’s journey from this place. 
When a perfon goes to the mines with defign to 
trade, he firft makes choice of a piece of ground 
to dig in, and then acquaints the king's officers 
appointed for that fervice of his intentions. The 
money for leave to dig being paid, the ground is 
inclofed, and ccntinels placed round it. All Hones 
above a certain weight (fixty grains) belong to 
the king. Frauds in this particular, are puniffied 
with death. Some get eftates, whilft others lofe 
their money, their labour, and their expectations. 
The trade of Madras was fome time ago thought 
to be upon the decline, through the oppreffion of 
the fervants of the company, which has alfo 
caufed many merchants to withdraw. This colony 
produces little.of its own growth, and next to no 
manufactures for foreign trade. The Moors, 
Gentows, and Armenians, have got poffeffion of 

the 
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the trade they were wont to carry on to Pegu, 
the Engliffi being now chiefly employed in fhip- 
building. The people of Surat fhare in their 
trade to China ; the gold and fome copper only 
are for their own market ; the grofs of their car- 
goes of fugar, fugar-candy, allum, china-ware, 
and fome drugs, are all deftined for Surat. Their 
trade to Perfia is carried on by way of the river 
Ganges. The trade to Mocha in Coromandel 
goods, began in the year 1713, Fort St David 
fupplying the goods for that market. So that the 
trade of Fort St. George is altogether, like that of 
Hoi land, carried on with fupplying foreign markets 
with foreign productions. There are computed 
to be in the towns and villages belonging to this 
colony eighty thoufand people (this was fome 
time ago) five hundred of thefe Europeans. 
They have rice from Ganjam and Orixa, wheat 
from Surat and Bengal, and fuel from the iflands 
of Diu, near Matchulipatam. Thus are they 
eafily diftreifed by any enemy, whofe power at fea 
is fuperior to theirs. The governor is a perfon of 
great power, and treated like a prince by the ra- 
jahs of the country. He is attended abroad in a 
magnificent manner, having befides his Englifii 
guards, feldom fewer than three or fourfcore per- 
fons in arms. Two union flags are carried before 
him, with a band of mufic, fuch as is ufed in 
that country. There are two perfons near him, 
whofe office is to cool him with fans, and chace 
away the flies. 

There were formerly feveral other European 
fettlements on the fame poaft, but all of them 

abandoned. 
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abandoned, on account of the exactions of the 
rajahs of the adjacent countries. Matchulipa- 
tam was the laft quitted by the Englifh, efteemed 
about fixty years ago the moft flourifhing colony 
in the Indies. Their houfe is now quite deferted. • 
Some time ago the Mogul’s viceroy on this coaft, 
made the governor of Fort St. George an offer of 
the iflands of Diu in a prefc-nt, and the inhabit- 
ants were very well fatisfied at the thoughts of 
being under the government of the company. 
But this propofal not being foon enough accepted 
of, the viceroy and people changed their minds, 
and refufed to let the governor eredt a fadtory 
when he would willingly have done it. 

Next to this Hands Narfipore, where the com- 
pany had a fadtory for long cloths, for the ufe of 
their fettlement at Matchulipatam. Not far from 
hence is Angerang, feated on a deep river which 
is navigable a great way up the country. This 
place is famous for the fineft long cloth which 
the Indies produce ; but the impofitions of the 
rajahs, who poffefs the banks of the river, 
on the cloth tranfported on it, has ruined 
the place. The Englifh fadtory eftablifhed here 
in the year 1708, was foon withdrawn.’ 

Amongft feveral fmall ports along the fhore, 
Wahow is the moft noted, producing abundance 
of rice for exportation, befides fome cloth. It is 
not frequented by Europeans. 

A littlefarther you find Vizagapatam, an Englifh 
fortified fadtory, with eighteen carriage guns mount- 
ed on its ramparts. The country round it affords 
fine and ordinary cotton cloths, and the bcft dureas 

or 
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or muilins in all India. Want of money to pur- 
chafe is the ruin of this fettlement. In the year 
1709; the nabob of Chikacul levyed war upon 
this factory, the caufe whereof was, that their 
.former chief had borrowed monies of him on 
the company’s feal, which his fucceffor (for he 
was dead) refufed to pay. The nabob applied to 
the governor of Fort St. George, but with no 
better fuccefs. Wherefore he came againft Vi- 
zagapatam with an armed force, and the war 
which was drawn out into a conliderable length, 
growing burdenfome to the company, the affair 
was at lafl compromifed, upon paying the nabob 
a fum almoft equal to what he demanded. The 
places we have now fpoke of, lie in the kingdom 
ofGolconda. 

Next to this is that of Orixa. In this country 
lays Ballafore, on a river of the fame name, four 
miles from the fea by land, though by windings 
of the river ’tis no lefs than twenty. The country 
abounds in commodities of its own growth, fuch 
as rice, wheat, gram, doll, calavances, pulfe of 
feveral forts, annife, cummin, coriander, and car- 
raway feeds, tobacco, butter, oil, and bees- wax ; 
and alfo ki manufactures of cotton, in fanis, caf- 
fes, dimities, mulmuls, filk romals, and romals 
of filk and cotton j gurrahs, and lungies, and of 
herba (a fort of grafs) are made ginghams, pi- 
nafeos, and feveral other forts of goods for ex- 
portation. The Englifh, French, and Dutch 
have factories here, at prefent of fmall confidera- 
tion in comparifon of former times, before the 
improvement of the navigation of Hughly river 

caufed 



the EAST-INDIES. 497 

caufed their decline. This place drives a good 
trade to the Maldives, which, as they afford no 
< grain of themfelves, receive hence all neceflaries 
they have occafion for. This was formerly the 
principal European fettlement in the bay of Ben- 
gal.' Here are pilots for conducting the (hip- 
ping which arrive from April to October, up the 
river Hughly f a branch of the Ganges) each com- 
pany maintaining pilots for their own (hipping, 
who have liberty to ferve ltrangers when they 
are not wanted by their own employers, from 
whence they reap conliderable benefit. 

Piply, featcd on a river fuppofed to be a branch 
of the Ganges. This was formerly fettled by the 
Dutch and Englifh, and is now reduced to beg- 
gary from the fame caufe as the preceding. The 
country produces the fame commodities with 
Ballafore. It is now inhabited by fifhers. 

Advancing five leagues on the wcfiern bank of 
the river Hughly, you come to the river Ganga, 
another branch of the Ganges, which though 
broader than Hughly river, is more incommo- 
dious for (hipping, by rcafon of the fand banks in 
it. The Danes have a thatched houfe a little be- 
low the opening of this river. There are many 
villages and farm houfes in thofe vaft plains, which 
lie along the banks of Hughly river ; hut no 
town of any confequence till you arrive at Cul- 
culla, a mart for corn, butter, oil, coarfe cloth, 
and other country commodities. A little higher 
up, is the plaice where the Dutch (hips ride, 
when the current of the river does not allow 
them to proceed farther. This place, as alfo 

Vol. II. K k Juanpardao, 
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Juanpardao, is feated on a great and deep river 
which runs eaftwards, and on the weft of it runs 
a river which waflies the back of Hughly ifland, 
and leads up to Radugur, famous for the cotton- 
cloths, and filk romals, or handkerchiefs, of its 
manufacture. BufTundri, Frefindi or Gorgat, 
and Cohong, are places fituated on the fame river, 
and produce vaft qualities of the fineft fugar in 
Bengal. 

Near to this is Fort William, of which we 
have already fpoken, the greateft fettlement the 
company have on this coaft. The company have 
but lmall traffic in the kingdom of Daca, the firft 
on the eaftern fhore of the Ganges, no more than 
in thole of Aracan, Ava, or Pegu, lying in order 
on the fame coaft. The iflands along it are en- 
tirely uninhabited, and fo no commerce can fub- 
fift in them. 

Going along the fliore of the continent, you 
come to Merjee, a town fituated on the hanks of 
the Tanacerin, in the dominions of the king of 
Siam. This place enjoys a good harbour, and 
the country about produces rice, timber for 
building, tin, elephants teeth, and agale-wood. 
There were formerly fettled at this port, a con- 
fiderable number of Englifh free merchants, who 
took advantage of the mildnefs of the govern- 
ment to drive a confiderable commerce, till they 
were ordered thence by the okl Eaft-India com- 
pany, who threatened the king of Siam with a 
war, if he continued to harbour them j there- 
fore, one Weldon was difpatched to Merjee, with 
this meflage, who added the outrageous murder 
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of fome of the Siamefe, to the infolence where- 
with he provoked the government. The people 
refolved to be revenged for this barbarity, and lay 
in wait for Weldon by night when he was afhore. 
But he having got notice of their defign, made 
his eicape on board his (hip, and the Siamefe mif- 
fing him, vented their fury upon all Englifhmcn 
indifcriminately that fell into their hands. Seventy- 
fix were maflacred in this mnnncr, fcarce twenty 
efcaping to the (hip. Hitherto the Englifh had 
been greatly carefled by the Siamefe nation, hav- 
ing been promoted to places of the higheft truft 
in the government. One was advanced to be 
head of the cuftoms at Tanacerin and Merjee, 
and another promoted to be admiral of the royal 
navy. A great 1 evolution which fell out at this 
time in the Siamefe ftate, and the jealoulies of the 
Englifh company, caufed molt of the Englifh 
merchants to difperfe themfches, fome to Fort 
St. George, others to Bengal, and others to Achen. 
The affairs of the company have been fully rein- 
ftated fince that time in their former fiourifliing 
condition, and they now enjoy the benefit of the 
commerce of the Gulph of Bengal, from the 
mouths of the Ganges to the extremity of the 
promontory of Malacca, without being at any 
charge for fettlements, forts, or factories. 

Sumatra. The company are believed to poflefs 
the beft part of all the trade carried on in this 
ifland. Their fatfforics are tliofc of Mocha, Bantal, 
Cattoun, Bencoolen, Marlborough Fort, and 
Sillebar. The Dutch, by being poffefled of the 
neighbouring ifland of Java, have had the addrefs 

K. k 2 to 
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to fix thcmfclves on part of this ifiand, where 
they are faid to be in pofleffion of a gold mine 
which tur.is to fmall account to the pofieflors. It 
is not to he doubted but the Englifti company adt 
with as much conduct in neglecting to fearch after 
gold, as being no doubt fenfible that commerce is 
of itfelf the richeft mine in the world. There is 
no country under the fun which produces this 
precious metal in greater quantities than the ifiand 
of Sumatra, the empires of China and Japan only 
excepted; and no perfon can reafonably alledge 
that the manner in which thefe nations have 
amafled fo prodigious a trcafure is not the beft. 
Now ’tis certain that thefe have acquired fo much 
wealth by no other arts but induflry and parfimo- 
ny,the only certain way of enriching either nations 
or private perfons. The company therefore adt 
wifely in negledting the mines on the ifiand of 
Sumatra, which mud be fecured at the expence 
of forts and garrifons, and worked at the hazard 
of gaining the averfion of the natives, whofe la- 
zinefs hinders them from v/orking them for them- 
f Ives. Befides, thofe mines do not in any way 
approach the idea entertained of their riches. One 
reafon whereof may be the following, that as all 
the numerous nations inhabiting the different 
parts of this ifiand, are continually employed in 
picking up the gold which the torrents have 
wa filed into the fands of their channels, or dif- 
covered in the crannies of the rocks, not only a 
much greater quantity of metal muft be this way 
found, but alio may he much eafier come by to 
the Europeans fettled on ‘the ifiand, than the 

painful 
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painful fearch for it in the mines, attended with 
numberlefs infurmountable difeouragements and 
inconveniencies, which the Dutch in their way of 
mining muft inevitably undergo. The oi ly cer- 
tain and advifeable method therefore of acquiring 
the benefit of the gold trade in the ifl.ind of 
Sumatra is, by fettling colonies in the moft con- 
venient parts, to ufe the inhabitants with gentle- 
nefs and affability, to obferve the moft exadt juf- 
tice in all dealings with them, and thus by de- 
grees to bring them into an efteetn of European 
manners, the only way to engage them to ufe or 
take off European commodities. Thus the dan 
ger of fecuring the obedience of fo manv bai Lu- 
rous n;tions with a few men will be av sided ; a 
correipondence will be maintained, which will 
draw vaft quantities of gold into Europe, and that 
in return for thofc commodities which give bread 
to infinite multitudes of poor at home, the real 
and only fblid riches of any date ; and navigation 
and naval power will be promoted ; all of them 
powerful reafons in vindication of the company’s 
condudt in this particular, that thev overlo 'k the 
working the mines of Sumatra, a fpccies 01 traf- 
fic which is generally attended with luxury and 
idlenefs (as in Spain,) and is indeed the bane and 
deftrudlion of all induftry, and of every other 
fpccies of hufinels whatfoever. 

The Englifti were formerly in poflcftion of 
feveral fettlements on the c\,afts of the Chinele 
empire, as .well as in the kingdom of Tf nquin, 
all of them now withdrawn } rho’ the company 
ft ill do carry on trade to thole parts, efpeciallv to 

K. k 2 Tonquin, 
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Tonquin, for fuch articles a6 they want them- 
{elves, or can afford for the commerce of Europe, 
which latter are abundantly numerous. The com- 
pany’s fadtory was formerly fettled in the ifland of 
Chufan, when the trade was carried on at Amoyor, 
from whence it has been removed to Canton, 
where about forty years ago it flourifhed to fuch 
a degree, that the company had great hopes of 
being able to engrofs this beneficial branch to 
themfelves. What defeated thefe expedtations 
was, the high duties laid upon teas and other Chi- 
nefe commodities, which by the encouragement 
this tax gave to fmuggling, foon reduced the com- 
pany’s China trade to as low an ebb as that of other 
countries. As part of thefe duties have been 
taken off fince the above impofitions, it is to be 
prefumed that this commerce goes on with its 
ancient profperity j one thing is certain, that fince 
this eafe has been granted by the government, 
they have found the advantage of it by the in- 
creafe of the revenue arifing therefrom ; whether 
this is alfo a national advantage, let others deter- 
mine. 

The company are in fome fort excluded from 
all corrdpondence with the Manilla or Philippine 
iflands, notwithftanding what the French alledge 
in pretending that the Englifh carry on this trade 
under Irifh colours, and that to a confiderable ex- 
tent. whatever may be really done in this way 
u:.der the Morifco or Portugueze flags. The 
cuftom of the Spanifti nation in this particular is 
without example, in laying open this trade to all 
nations, contrary to all the known maxims of that 

monarchy, 
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monarchy, the Englifh and Dutch being the only 
nations excluded from this unprecedented indul- 
gence, a precaution of fmall conliequence where 
the people of the country find it their intereft to 
overlook it. 

In Japan there is not the leaft veftige of any 
Englifh commerce, all the commodities of that 
empire with which our company is fupplied, be- 
ing furnifhed by means of their commerce with 
the Chinefe and Dutch. 

The following account of this traffic from a 
perfbn who is far from being prejudiced in favour 
of the company, may poffibly convey a jufter 
idea of the nature and extent of the company’s 
commerce than any thing hitherto faid in this 
eflay. The errors found in it will I hope 
be imputed to the true author, who has not 
thought proper to oblige the world with his name, 
or rather to the nature of the thing, in itfelt fuf- 
ficiently dark and intricate, and befides moft 
carefully hid from the eyes of the vulgar. His 
authorities however feem to be fuffieiently folid, 
being chiefly the public accounts of the compa- 
ny’s fales and other tranfa&ions, at lea 1 lo far as 
regards his own plan, which was to reprefent this 
corporation as an inftiturion highly prejudicial to 
to the trade and commerce of Great Britain. 

This traffic, fays my author, employs yearly 
feventeen fail of fine capital fliips, each of the 
burden of five hundred tons, by the company’s 
account, mounting thirty guns, and manned wuh 
one hundred mariners. He then proceeds to give 
his readers the 
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Account or Invoice of the Exports to India, 


1442 tons iron at 1 5 1. 

£ 21630 0 0 

610 

. . ordnanceand wrought 



iron at 50 1. . . 

30500 0 0 

45° 

fleel at 50 1. . . . 

22500 0 0 

irio 

nails at 25 1. . . . 

4500 0 0 

895 

lead at 17 1. . . . 

15215 0 0 

800 

cordage at 40 1. . . 

32000 0 0 

55° 

{lores at . . • . . 

305000 0 0 

260 

brafs, copper, pewter 



at 100 1. . . . 

26000 0 0 

100 

gunpowder at 80 1. 

8000 0 0 

3 2 

quickfilver at 300 1. . 

9600 0 0 

18175 

woollen cloths at . . 

1 1 0000 0 0 

23220 

fluffs at .... 

50000 0 0 

37469 

perpets at 

40000 0 0 

3000 

doz. hofe at .... 

3000 0 0 

1 1076 

oz. gold in coin or bullion 



at 3 1. 18 s. per oz. 

43196 8 0 

Note, the quantity of gold export- 



ed next year, viz. 1754, amounted 
to 38092 oz. in coin, and 2977 oz. 
in bullion. 

2991251 oz.filverat 55.3d. peroz. 785203 7 9 
The quantity exported the year 
following, 1 7 54, was 2,3 27,3 29 oz. 
in coin and bullion. 


.Tot.arnount of cargoes outwards 1,503344 15 9 


Note, there were no mqre than fourteen ihips 

cleared 
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cleared outwards this year, and that the above 
quantity of gold and filver bullion is exclufive of 
what is carried out by private traders, both in fo- 
reign and Britilh coin, whereof it is impoffible to 
fix or afeertain the value. 

Follows the account or invoice of goods im- 
ported from India, with the value fold for at the 
public fales. 

Piece-goods of the Ships 

Wager, Prince of Wales, and 

Exeter, fold at ... JT 250000 o o 

Scarborough 225000 o o 

Houghton, exclufive of tea and 

filk . . . 10000 o o 

Admiral Vernon ..... 175000 o o 

Edgcote, befides tea ... . 10000 o o 

Drake an JRhoda, befides weigh - 

able goods 15000 o o 


PrinceGeorge andStreatham,do. 9000 o o 

Chefterficld 240000 o o 

Pelham 85000 o o 

Bombay-Caftlc ..... 215000 o o 

Oxford 1 95000 o o 

Hedtor, befides 500 tons pepper 50000 o o 

Dorrington 194000 o o 


Seventeen {hips, whofe cargoes 

in piece -g9od's amount to . 1,673000 00 


Brought 
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Brought over 1*673000 o o 

Thefe {hips do a’.fo bring home, 

3253900 lb. tea, which at 4s. 

per lb. grofs 
price at the 

tales . . . 642475 o o 

2000000 lb. pepper at rs ditto 100000 o o 

1,41000 lb. coffee at is. 6d. 85575 o o 

203850 lb rawfilkat20s.do. 203850 o o 

900 tons falt-petre at 70I. 

per ton, ditto 63000 o o 

250 tons red - wood at 30I. 

ditto . . 7500 0 0 

600 chefts china ware 

and drugs, ditto 99600 o o 

Total inwards £. 2,875000 o o 

From which take off cuftom, charges, and dif- 
count, viz. 

Cuflom. 

Value pay percent. 



£- 


£• 

Callicoes . . 

1,250,000 

3 ^ 

478125 

Prohibited goods 

400,000 

2 

8000 

Tea . . . 

65 ,000 

1 9 

123500 

Pepper . . . 

100,000 

4 

4000 

Silk raw . . 

200,000 

12; 

25000 


2,600,000 


638625 


r 


JLSio^ht 
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Brought over . 

2,600, odo 

638625 

Coffee . . . 

85,000 

22 \ 205OO 

Salt-petre . . 

60,000 

IO 6000 

Red-wood . . 

5,000 

IO 5OO 

China ware and 



drugs . . 

100,000 

30 3OOOO 

Valuation . . 

2,850,000 tot.duties 695625 


Charges. 

jC- 

Freight on 8500 tons (hipping, at iol. 85,000 
Wages and provifions for 1700 men, 

at 5I. per month .... 204,000 


Intereft on bonds, 2 years, at 3I. per 

cent 90,000 

Directors, clerks, &c. io,oool. per 

annum ....... 20,000 

Warehoufes, coft i oo,oool. at 8 per 

cent 1 6,000 

Shipping and landing of 8500 tons 8,500 


Total of charges JT. 423,500 

Difcount, 

On 2,875,000!. at 6 1 percent. 186,875 

Total of cuftom, charges, and 

difcount to be taken off 1,306,000 


Net proceeds do not exceed 


£. 1,569,000 
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My author takes notice, that the cargoes of fe- 
venteen (hips are here allowed to be returned, 
whereas no more than fourteen were actually 
loaded outwards; he had before obferved, that the 
manufactures in brafs, copper, iron, pewter, and 
other materials, did not exceed the value of 
300,000!. He likewife omits to charge any 
thing for infurance. There is moreover 5 per 
cent, allowed over the real prices at the candle, 
amounting as he fays (by way of irony probably) 
to the fmall fum of 140,000!. All which parti- 
culars he fays, will ferve to anfwer all objections 
againft his fyftem. He then dates the account of 
profit and lofson a voyage to India, thus. 

Account of profit and lofs on a voyage to India, 

Dr. 

1753. Tothecoflof 17 
cargoes bought in 
England, as per 
invoices . .' . 

* 754 * To profit and lofs 
for advance . . 


Cr. 

1754. By net proceeds 
of 1 7 cargoes fold 
in England as per 
account offales 


4b 


C 1 »r° 3>344 IS 9 
• • 65,655 4 3 

£. 1,569,000 o o 


£. 1,569,000 o o 


Then 
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Then follows capital flock account. 

Dr. 

To fundry accounts for 
two years dividends 
due on 3,200,0001. at 

8 per cent, per ann. . . £. 512000 o o 


Cr. 

By voyage to India gain- 
ed thereby . . . 

By government fecurities 
for two years inteieft 
on 3,200,000!. lent 
them at 3 per cent. . 

By profit and lofs, for 
lofs on capital , .. , 

£■ 512000 c o 


C 65655 4 3 

192000 o o 

254344 15 9 


Follows 
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Follows the account of Indian goods fold to, and 
paid for by foreigners. 

578400 callicoesat 13s. 4d. being one third above 
the cuflom-houfe valuation, which 
at 1 os. only, the utmofl price on 
board . . . £. 395600 o o 


Prohibibited goods. 


50 allejars 

2650 nillaes 

3800 bandannoes 

300 niccanees 

500 brawls 

50 neganepauts 

550 byrampauts 

1500 photees 

850 blue long cloths 

100 paduafoys 

7000 chints 

100 poifees 

2400 chelloes 

100 palampores 

1400 carridarries 

41000 romals 

400 cherconnees 

10500 foofeys 

650 chilaes 

200 fekterfoy romals 

55 callawapores 

rooo taffaties 

200 gorgoroons 

1200 faftracundies. 

900 Guinea fluffs 

and others 


valued at £. 72750 o o 


Weighable goods. 

1850000 lb. pepper at is. £. 92500 o o 
700000 lb coffee at is. 3d. 4375° 0 0 

All other goods, as cowries, ar- 
rangoes, fhell-lack, turmeric, 
cardamoms, &c. &c. at . . 45400 o o 

Total val. at price free on board £.650000 o o 

Note, 
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Note, the above goods all of them bought up at 
ready money by Englith private me rchants, to 
be by them exported, are over-rated (according 
to my author) near 100000I. 

This detail is clofed by Hating the national account 
of a voyage to India. 


Dr. 

To the export of wool- 
len manufactures . . jf. jooooo o o 

To ditto of copper, brafs, 

and iron ditto .... iooooo O o 

To ditto of lead, iron and 

ftores 374945 ° o 

To ditto of filver and gold 

bullion 828399 15 9 

To two years intereft on 

1,5000001 90000 o o 

£• M93344 15 9 


Cr. 

By commodities re-ex- 
ported £. 650000 o o 

By ufeful imports .... 283 344 159 

By national lofs for bul- 
lion exported without 

one valuable return . . . 6600-0 o o 


C , ’5°3 344 15 9 
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My author then tells us, that in the feveral mat- 
ters here before us, it is not alledged that they are 
drawn up with that accuracy which books of ac- 
counts could furnifh materials for ; but that from 
thofe which are, and muft neceflarily be, made 
known in the carrying on this public truft, the 
accon ptant has with the utmoft care, from thefe 
rambling papers (printed papers of the fales, &c. 
of the company )extradted an impartial and juft ba- 
lance (equitably confidered) of the real ftate of this 
branch of trade, both in regard to the nation, 
their ftock and bond- creditors ; but yet not giv- 
ing up the claim and right of mercantile accounts, 
that of errors being always excepted. 

We are now arrived at that long agitated con- 
troverfy with refpedt to this commerce to the 
Eaft-Indies, viz. whether this trade is not in ge- 
neral a deftrudtive trade to the nation, and whe- 
ther the prefent method of carrying it on by an 
exclufive company is not in itfelf injuft, and con- 
trary to the known intereft of thefe kingdoms ? 
I am very far from being willing to engage in a 
difpute for which I am of all men the leaft qua- 
lified; I fhall therefore content myfelf with ad- 
ducing the reafons commonly urged on both 
iides, by thofe who have had greater opportunities 
than myfelf, and who having more concern in the 
event, inuft of confequcnce be fuppofed to have 
made it more their ltudv. At the fame time, I 
fhall make free with the reflections of an author 
to whom I have all along lain under obligations in 
this work, and which 1 have already taken no- 
tice of more than once. 


O, 


The 
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The arguments commonly alledged by thole 
who do not favour the monopoly are, that this 
commerce, as it caufcs a prodigious exportation 
of filver, the common meafure of commerce, and 
indeed of all things, and the nerves of the ftate, 
has therefore a natural tendency to impoverilh 
and exhauft the vitals of the land ; that the re- 
turns made from thence are in general articles of 
luxury, whereof we not only have no manner 
of need, but which manifeftly contribute to take 
the employment from our own poor to give it 
to the Afiatics, viz. Perfians, Indians, and Chi- 
nefe, and thus at laft compel them to remove 
elfewhere for bread, than which a greater evil 
cannot befal a ftate j it is further pretended, that 
this trade is rather a grave than a nurfery for fa.il- 
ors, fcarce one third of the crews ever returning, 
the reft generally dying of ficknels contracted by 
the unwholcfomenefs of the climate, or the fa- 
tigues of fo long a voyage. Beddes, this com- 
merce differing from other branches of trade re- 
quires no great number of {hipping, employs few 
failors, and therefore is of little confequence to 
the maritime power of this nation. Even the 
exportation of India goods fo much vaunted of 
by the partifans of the company, is one of the moil 
pernicious circumftances that can attend any 
branch of trade whatever. For by this practice, 
theconfumpcion of our own manufactures in thofe 
countries fupplied with Indian fluffs, is entirely 
deftroyed, and*Grcat Britain lofes the advantages 
that arife from the employment of her own poor 
in the improvement of her manufactures, the 
Vol. II, LI moll 
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moil folid fource of wealth and power to a na- 
tion. But if, to prevent the immenfe quantities 
of India goods laid up in Holland and France 
from being poured in upon us, and to fhut this 
door to deflrudtion, by giving our fpecie away to 
thofe powers who are eternally watchful to de- 
flroy us, and who are the moil likely of all 
others, if ever Great Britain fhould lofe her ma- 
ritime fir eng th, to cruih and opprefsus; if to 
remedy or prevent thefe dreadful and impend- 
ing dangers, there is a neceffity to continue this 
impoverifhing traffic to the Indies, can it be car- 
ried on by no other methods than by giving away 
the birth-right of every free-born Briton, to a 
fetof men, who fatten on the fpoils of their coun- 
try, and who have no other title to the Angular 
protedlion they enjoy, than the fuperior weight 
of their purfes, and their readinefs to ferve any 
minifterial turn ? Cannot thole free merchants 
who carry on the other parts of this vaft ma- 
chine of commerce in this nation, by which 
life, vigour, and motion are conveyed to all 
the parts of the flate, cannot this illuflrious body 
likewife fupport the charge, or fuperintend the 
management of this one branch, which a few 
diredlors condudt at their eafe in their elbow 
chairs? Cannot all the traders of Great Britain fit 
out feventeen fhips, fupport the charge of a few 
factories with penfions for the few neceflary 
lhafervants, or furnifh flock fufficient for purfu- 
to \ng a branch of traffic which the poorefl flates in 
thiCnriftendom find means to carry on ? Where is 
ticcthe advantage of buying * all the goods of thofe 

remote 
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remote parts, which the free merchants of Great 
Britain, the only exporters of fuch goods, may 
have occafion for, at one warehoufe, and at the 
tales of one company ? Thefe are the arguments 
of thofe who pretend that the laying open this 
traffic is the only poffible way to render it truly 
beneficial to this nation. Thofe who fupport the 
pretenfions of the company, anfvver, by repre- 
fenting the advantages which all nations engaged 
in this commerce have drawn from it ; with 
what eagernefs and affiduity it has been cultivated 
by the Hebrews, Tyrians, Egyptians, Greeks and 
Romans, whofe footfteps have been purfued by 
the fame avidity, by the Venetians, Genoefe, Por- 
tugueze, Dutch, and by the prefent unanimous 
pradtice of all other European ftates. Thus, fay 
they, fcarce any other argument is needful to prove 
the advantage of the India trade; for what greater 
proof can there be of its importance than the 
univerfal confent of the wifeft dates and nations 
in all ages ? But not to reafon from authority 
and example only, the mod weighty and pow- 
erful of all others, what can more contribute to 
the incrcafing our naval power than this com- 
merce ? What a number of {hipping and mariners 
are employed in it, not only in carrying to and 
from thofe diftant parts, the valuable commodi- 
ties which they produce, but alfo in amafiing and 
diftributing them all over Alia and Europe ? What 
can contribute more to the improvement of the 
art of navigation than this voyage to the Indies, 
along fo many (liores, crofs fo many feas, and in 
fo many climates ? Bcfides, what a flood of wealth 

L 1 2 does 



r 5i6 A NEW HISTORY of 

does it bring in ? What numbers of people does it 
keep conftantly employed at home and abroad ? 
What numbers after enriching themfelves in the 
Indies, return with all that additional wealth to 
increafe the common flock of Great Britain? 
What branch of trade is there of all the various 
kinds of traffic carried on by the merchants of 
Gre^t Britain, that is not either in fome part de- 
pendent upon or connected with that of the Eaft- 
Indies? Thofe who object again ft this commerce 
feem entirely to overlook the vaft quantities of 
Englilh manufactures the company are bound to 
export in terms of their charter, and what vaft 
quantities of unmanufactured commodities are 
imported from the Indies (fuch as cotton, li!k,6cc.) 
which are afterwards wrought up in this kingdom, 
whence they are again exported to different coun- 
tries. Will any man fay, that a commerce at- 
tended with fo many circumftances fo highly ad- 
vantageous to the nation (the nation is thought to 
gain cent, per cent, upon the flock of the compa- 
ny) is not to be carried on ? But it has been 
faid, that the carrying on this traffic by an exclu- 
five company is not only in itfelf unjuft, but 
alfo greatly prejudicial to any country where 
fuch monopolies are fuffered. Befides the con- 
dud of all other nations, ever a llrong proof of 
the ufe and ncceffity of it, there is an abfolute 
impoffibility (fay the patrons of the monopoly) 
to know exaClly the real condition and ftatc of 
this traffic, nor could the neceffary regulations 
and inftrudions ever be put in execution by any 
other poffible method, precautions without which 
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this commerce muft inevitably fall to the ground. 
Experience convinces us of the inconveniencies 
that follow upon the fettlements and colonies and 
forts of any trading company being in the poffef- 
fion of the crown, who were fo much perfuaded 
of the force of this argument, that the ifland of 
Bombay, which became their property by the 
marriage of Charles the fecond with the infanta 
of Portugal, has (as well as St. Helena) been 
granted to the company on this very account, the 
public utility. If two companies only could not 
poffibly fubfift, which we have feen was actually 
the cafe, how is it reconcileable to reafon, that 
a multiplicity of companies, whofe interefts muft 
eternally clafh with each other, fliould flonrilh, or 
indeed produce any thing but repeated lofles, and 
at laft occafion the entire ruin of the trade to the 
nation ? Wherefore there is no other poffible ex- 
pedient left, but either to abandon the India trade 
altogether, or elie continue to purfue it in the 
method we now enjoy in common with all other 
nations in Europe, that of an exclufive company. 
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BOCK IV. 

7 ’heHiftory of the other Companies formed 
for the Commerce of the Eaft-Indies. 

C H A P. I. 

The Hiftory of the Imperial Company of the Indies , 
formerly eflablifcd at Ojlcnd. 

S OON after the treaty of Raftadt had tranf- 
lated the fovereignty of the Spanifh Nether- 
lands from the Spanifh monarchy to the emperor 
Charles V], the rich merchants of thofe provinces 
JjSgan to confider of the meins of extending their 

trade 
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trade under the protection and aufpices of their 
new mutter. Nothing feemed fo conducive to this 
end as the trade to the Eatt- Indies, which they 
faw purfued by other nations with fo much profit 
and iuccefs. Befidcs, the fituation of their coun- 
»ry appeircd every way a., happy for this traffic as 
either of thmr neighh* trs, Great Britain or the 
Dutch pruv ::<cs, i was therefore rcfolved to 
make an .•Tunnl of t' ' fort, for which end a 

1 * 

priv, to e.>.'a;v. "v was which, tho’ defti- 

tutc of . ovn: u,»\ rages of a charter or 
SiC' i'c • com u .s hov.n ver believed not to 
r i’.oi (io’-r. without their content or know- 
•r ’ Tiieii frit It cos in this new commerce 

X 

'A . : fefiieiently unfortunate j for one of their 
(ii’Vi witii a cargo immenlclv rich fell into the 
h..;;ds of the Dutch, as flic purfued her voyage 
along the African eoatl. This accident happened 
on the eighth day of December, in the year 1718. 

The cmperci ref .King to maintain the in- 
ccretts of this company, and in order to revive 
their courage which this affair had considerably 
funk, not cmy empowered them to open books 
for fuhferiptions, but alfo gave them a promife of 
letters patent, with r.fii trances of reftitution for 
their Luc damages. Accordingly a perlon was 
difpatchcd to tie Hague, to demand latisfaCtion 
of the States General for this infult done to a ihip 
which carried the Imperial flag, and which was 
aifo provided with his paflport. This complaint 
was (care: Jieard, when new matter of difeord. 
a role 3 the Dutch having made capture of another 

* L 1 4 of 
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of the Flemifh company’s fhips, and refuting, or 
at leaft declining to make reftitution of what they 
had already taken. The merchants of Oftend, 
feeing that nothing was to be done in the way of 
remonftrance, refolved to make reprifals,for which 
purpofe they applied to the Imperial court for 
commitiions to enable them to uCt in a hoftile 
manner, in cafe of future infults. They had r.o 
difficulty in obtaining their rcqucti, commitiions 
were granted, and armed fliips fitted out for the 
protection of their trade. Thefe preparations 
were not matters of orientation only. A Dutch 
fhip was made prize of in their 'urn, and brought 
into the port of Oftend. The States had fmall 
reafbn of complaint, fiom an aCt which their own 
conduCt had juftified, by giving a precedent firft. 
Notwithstanding the weaknefs of their preten- 
tions, loud complaints were made to the governor 
general of the Auftrian Netherlands of the violence 
of the company of Oficnd. All the anfwer they 
received was, that the conduCt of the Flemifli 
merchants was juft ifiable on feveral accounts, that 
the commifiion of the emperor was their land ion 
for their proceeding in a hotiile manner, which 
was alfo allowed of Ly the law of nations, as well 
by as the example of the Dutch themieives, who 
Were the ggrefiors. 

This ; dotation and vigour in the company, 
with the favourable fentiments of the court with 
refpeCt to their inteveft, increafed their credit in a 
wonderful manner. In the year 1720, five large 
fliips were fitted out for the Indies. They were 

followed 
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followed by fix more the following year, one for 
Mocha, another for Surat and the coaft of Malabar, 
one for Bengal, and three for the empire of China. 
The jealoufy of the Dutch was now railed to the 
highelt pitch, and they proceeded to adt with all 
their vigour againft their rivals, giving orders to 
feize all {hips belonging to the Auftrian Nether- 
lands wherever they fhould be found. The Impe- 
rial minifters at the Hague i.nterpofed with all 
their authority, but to no purpofe, and the cargo 
was expofed to public falc. What contributed to 
increafe thel'e misfortunes, was the lofs of another 
Oftend (hip of prodigious value, on her return, 
from the Indies, by an Englifii privateer. This 
caft fuch a damp upon the company’s fpirits, that 
a new {hip juft fitted out was order’d to be laid 
up. 

Thefe lofies were amply made up by the ar- 
rival of two {hips from the Indies (in the months 
of May and June 1722) whole cargoes were fold 
at an irmnenfe profit. They were now enabled 
to carry on their trade with greater advantages 
and appearance of fucccfs than ever. Nothing 
was wanting but an cftabiiihment ftrengihened 
with the landtion of law, the protedlion of the 
Imperial court being hitherto given them in an 
indiredt manner, in order to avoid all grounds of 
dilpute with the maritime powers. Wherefore 
tiie company refolving to improve a conjundture 
when their friends at the emperor’s court were 
able and inclined to ferve them, difpatchcd thither 
fome of their diredtors to folded this bufinefs, fur- 
nifhed with proper credentials, and what was 

perhaps 
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perhaps every whit as effedtual, with large films of 
money. Thefe agents difcharged their commit- 
fion with fo much prudence and addrefs, as to ob- 
tain the ends of their application, and returned 
with the plan of a charter as extenfive as they 
could defire, and with aflurances of its being ex- 
pedited with all poffible expedition. Its iubftance, 
which was contained in fevcrai feparate articles, 
was fir ft, that the directors fh ouki be fixed. to the 
number of eight, to be chofen from air-oi.-ft the 
moft reputable, opulent, ana experienced mer- 
chants in the Low Countries ; that their yearly 
falary fhould be four thoufand florins ; that no 
directors fhould continue in office beyond the 
term of fix years, or be capable of being chofen a 
fecond time, ’till after he fhould be a full year out 
of office. The fecond article ordered, that a gene- 
ral court of the proprietors fhould meet annually 
to choofe the company’s directors, the emperor 
being to choofe the eight perfons who were to 
compofe this body, out of twenty-four candidates 
named by the general court of proprietors. The 
third article fixed the feat of the court of directors, 
thetreafury, and books ofaccounts, at Antwerp for 
the firft three years, and for the fuccecding three, 
at Ghent or Bruges. In the fourth place, the 
company’s capital was determined to confift of a 
fund of ten millions of florins, to be divided into 
ten thoufand adtions, that is to fay, that the value 
of each adtion fhould amount to a thoufand florins. 
In the fifth article the company were entitled to 
all pizes taken by their ftiips, which were to be 
fold and difpofed of for their proper account and 
benefit. By the fixth the company were exempt- 
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ed from paying any manner of duties or impo- 
fitions on ammunition, artillery, provifions, or 
naval flores, defined for the ufe of their forts and 
fettlements, whether in palling through the do- 
minions of his Imperial majefly, or the territories 
of any of the fecular or ccclefiaftical princes of the 
Low Countrili. In the feventh, the duties upon 
goods exported to parts beyond Teas, or imported 
into any part of the Imperial dominions, were 
rated at four per cent, and no more, but that after 
the month of September, in the year 1724, they 
Ihould pay at the rate of fix per cent, at which 
flandard they Ihould remain for ever. The em- 
peror likewife promifed to fend a perfon veiled 
with the character of Imperial ambalfador to the 
court of the Great Mogul, to thank that potentate 
in his name for his goodness in granting his 
fubjedls, the company, permiflion to eredl a 
fadtory, and alfo to fecure tiictnfelves by a fort refs, 
in order to enjoy the advantages of the commerce 
they carried on in his dominions j and at the fame 
time to fettle ?n alliance, whereby all thofe ad- 
vantages might be continued to this company. 
The advantages which the emperor hoped for 
from this eflablilhment in the Low Countries to 
his influence as a maritime power, and othervvife 
by the vaft increafe of his revenues, which mull 
infallibly attend it, determined him to encourage 
and advance it by all the means in his power. He 
caufed them to be informed, that he would not 
only take off all manner of public taxes and impo- 
litions from the trade of his India company, but 
would alfo give them three hundred thoufand 

florins 
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florins out of the Imperial treafury, in order to 
enable them to fupport their commerce, notwith- 
Randing the Ioffes which commonly attend all 
eftablilhments in their infancy. 

Thefe advantages raifed an univerfal fpirit of trade 
in the inhabitants of the Imperial Low Countries. 
Even the nobility and gentry pofl||fcd of cftates 
in thole parts, contended with the merchants in 
contributing money for the earn ing on the India 
trade, the fucccfs whereof feemed now beyond 
all queftion ; and it is obfervable, that this growing 
trade was not only fupported and encouraged by 
the fubjedts of the emperor in Germany and the 
Netherlands, the Engli/h, French and Dutch, 
with other nations, contending in zeal for the fuc- 
cefs of this foreign eftablifhment, whether in fur- 
nifliing part of the funds, in managing and direct- 
ing their affairs, or in providing (hipping, how- 
ever noxious and detrimental fuch proceedings 
were to the profperity of their native country, in 
which the Eaft-India trade had long flourilhed 
with uncommon advantages to the perfons con- 
cerned. 

The prejudice of this new eftablifhment to the 
other nations of Europe engaged in the Indian 
commerce, occafioned an univerfal clamour and a 
general oppofttion: fo much fo, that the friends and 
allies of the Imperial court were only diftinguilhed 
from the other powers by their remarkable obfti- 
nacy in this oppofttion. Notwithftanding the 
common rights of fovereigns, which entitles 
every monarch to promote the weal and profpe- 
rity of his people by all lawful means, however 

inconfiftent 
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inconfiftent thefe might be to the interefts of 
other potentates engaged in the fame juft and 
Jaudable courfes ; the maritime powers caufed it 
to be intimated to the emperor, that they abfo- 
lutely infifted that he Ihould interdict all his fub- 
jedts whatlbever from this trade. As this tran- 
fadlion was of the higheft importance with re- 
fpe£t to mercantile affairs, and yet recent in the 
memory of all Europe, it may be worth while to 
lay before the reader the fubftance of the Dutch re- 
monftrances, who as they held themfelvesthemoft 
aggrieved, made the firft and moft importunate 
coipplaints. They faid, that they the States Gene- 
ral, being honoured with the friendship of his Im- 
perial majedy, and being willing above all things 
that the lame harmony and good underftanding 
which had at all times fubfifted between them 
fhould ftill remain and continue, beheld, with 
extreme concern, thefe their pious willies fruftrated 
by the proceedings of the inhabitants oft he Imperial 
dominions in the Low Countries, intirelv and in 
their own nature abfolutely fubverfive of the peace 
and amity heretofore fo much cherifhed by both 
nations ; proceedings of the utmoft prejudice to 
the intereft of their ftatc, and exprefly contrary to 
the treaties then fublifting between them, and for 
the true and faithful obfervation whereof his Im- 
perial mujefty had engaged the public faith, and 
bound himldf by the religion of an oath. The 
States have the greater caufe of complaint for 
this reafon, that all their former remonftrances, fo 
often and calmly reiterated, had not only been 
fruitlefs and unable to procure the redrefs of their 

grievances, 
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grievances, but that on the contrary, the evil* 
they complained of increafed daily, the company 
having fince greatly extended their enterprizes, in 
which unlawful and unwarrantable practices they, 
the fubjeCts of his Imperial majefty, have been en- 
couraged and protected by licences from the Im- 
perial court, to carry on the trade to the Indies 
from the port of Oftend, as their High Mighti- 
neffes have been informed. Wherefore they (the 
States General) being dcfirous to avoid the dange- 
rous confequences of his Imperial majefty’s con- 
tinuing, in a manner fo evidently contrary to right 
and equity, to the juft expectations of their High 
Mightineifes, and to the faith and religion of 
treaties, his protection to hi > fubjeCts of the Impe- 
rial dominions in the Low Countric ; and being 
equally delirous to prevent the evils which might 
enfue, if their High Mightineifes were compelled 
to have recourfe to more violent means of re- 
covering thofe rights they were entitled to by the 
treaties preiently in force, did therefore lay before 
his Imperial majefty, that by the treaty concluded 
at Munfter, in the year 16.tr , between the king 
of Spain then reigning, and his fuccclTors, on the 
one part, and their High Mightineifes on the 
other part, at which time the trade and naviga- 
tion to the Eaft and Weft- Indies were reftriCted 
to the bounds and limits they were then actually 
in polfeffion of, the fubjeCts of the Spanilh 
crown Ihould have no power to enlarge the 
bounds of their navigation, and cfoeciaily to trade 
to places to which the fubjeCts of this date did then 
Carry on trade or navigate.® That this right thus ac- 
quired 
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quired has always in time paft been ftri&ly un- 
derftood and kept in force, the inhabitants of the 
Auftrian provinces having never been permitted to 
carry on any manner of traffic to the Eaft-Indies. 
Nor can it be imagined that the inhabitants of 
thofc provinces have acquired any new right or 
privilege, fince they have fallen under the domi- 
nion of his Imperial majefty ; or that the lords, 
the States General of the United Provinces, after 
fo many and lignal efforts to recover thofe pro- 
vinces, with other parts of the dominions of the 
Spaniffi monarchy, to his prefent Imperial majefty, 
ffiould fo much forget the dignity of their charac- 
ters as to abandon the right acquired by the treaty 
of Munfter already mentioned ; and much leis 
could they apprehend, that after an acquifit : on to 
which the republic of the United Provinces had 
fo much contributed, his Imperial majefty fhould 
at the fame time entertain the remoteft views of 
turning it to the difadvantage and prejudice of 
their ftate, contrary to that very point which 
formed the bafis and foundation of a!i the negoci- 
ations at Munfter, and of the treaty that was the 
confequencc of them. And by the Barrier treaty 
it is further exprefly ftipulated, that to nmerce 
with every thing relative to it, ffiould ..bM sfely 
remain upon the fame foundation, and in the 
fame manner as had been already ftipulated 
and fettled by the treaty of Munfter. Thus i: ap- 
pears, that at this very time when hn Imperial 
majefty was. already in the atftual poflefinn of the 
Spaniffi Netherlands, the treaty of Munfter was 
renewed and confirmed by that of the Barrier, as 

it 
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it alfo was by the guarantee of his majefty the 
king of Great Britain. Therefore from the 
above reafons, and from the common rights 
of ftates and of fovereigns, as well as from 
the juftice and truth tor which his Impe- 
. rial majefty is fo juftly celebrated, and laftly from 
the religion and fanttity of treaties, whereof he 
has always been deemed a mod: fcrupulous ob- 
ferver, their High Mightinefies hope for redrefs 
of thofe evils they fo juftly complain of, and that 
his Imperial majefty will not only ccafe to fuc- 
cour and protect his fubjects, or any others, in the 
unlawful and unwarrantable traffic to the Eaft- 
Indies, but alfo require from his friendfhip, upon 
which they have always fet fo high a value, that 
he will withdraw the letters patent, faid to have 
been granted them for carrying on that commerce 
from any part of the Auftri.in or Imperial pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries, and fo render them 
void and ineffectual j that all fuch navigation or 
commerce, whether with patents, or without, may 
for ever entirely ceafe ; and that the treaties con- 
cluded for that effedt do remain in full force and 
execution. This memorial, which the States 
General had been ftrongly follicited to caufe to be 
prefented in time, was delivered to the Imperial 
miniflers by M. Bruyninx, by order of the States 
General, in the month of March, of the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-three. 

It was foon tranfmitted to England, where it 
was, by order of the Eaft-India compiny of this 
nation, tranflated and printed, and afterwards, 
■by their direction, copies were delivered to the 
members of the houfe of commons, with intent to 

excite 
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been at that time laid before that houfe on 
the fame fubjedt. This affair was referred 
to a committee, which, after proper enquiries 
into the nature and evil tendency of the 
promoting a new company in the Auftrian 
Netherlands for the carrying on a trade to the 
Eaft-Indies, to this nation, in which wicked de- 
fign fcveral fubjedts of Great Britain have been 
adtually concerned, came to the relolution that 
the houfe fhould be moved for leave to bring in 
a bill, in order to prevent the fubjedts of this 
realm from being concerned in promoting or en- 
couraging in any manner whatfoevcr an Eaft- 
India company in the Auft'ian Netherlands, and 
for the fecuring the lawful trade of the fubjedts 
of Great Britain to and irom thofe remote Eaftern 
countries. This motion was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and leave was accordingly given to bring in 
the bill, which afterward^ paffed into a law, en- 
titled, “ An adt for preventing his majefty’s fub- 
jedts from fubfcribing, or being concerned in. or 
encouraging or promoting any l'ubfcription for an 
Eaft-India company in the Auftrian Netherlands, 
and for the better fecuring. &c.” 

Nothwithftanding the united efforts of the 
maritime powers, who held themfelves bound by 
the fame obligation, and under the fame necef- 
fity of compelling the emperor to abandon this 
new fociety, and to fieri fice the interefts of his 
fubjedts in the Netherlands to the friendfhip of 
his old friends, and allies, he refolved, in fpite of 
all obftacles, to maintain his Eaft-India com- 
pany, to whom he *now (in 1723) adhially 
Vol. II. M m granted 
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granted letters patent, tho’ fomewhat different 
from the ancient plan. The privileges given the 
Auftrian company at this time were extended be- 
yond all bounds ; for by it they were entitled for 
thirty years together to trade to all parts in the 
Eaft and Weft-Indies, and all the coafts of 
Africa, whether on this fide the Cape of Good- 
Hope, or beyond that promontory, which powers 
he feemed to derive from his right as head of 
the houfe of Auftria, as well as from that of 
monarch of Spain ; the titles of both which dig- 
nities filled the preamble to this grant, in which, 
amongft others, he aflumed the title of King of 
the Eaft and Weft-Indies. 

The company’s capital was however limited 
to fix millions of florins, and the number of ac- 
tions were not to exceed fix thoufand. Notwith- 
ftanding this reftraint they might juftly be looked 
upon as gainers on the whole, their new charter 
permitting them to fortify themfelves in all 
places of the Indies whatfoever, as alfo to trans- 
port to their fettlements in thofe parts, arms, ar- 
tillery, and warlike ftores, in what quantity they 
thought proper ; to build and equip fhips of 
force, and that either in the ports of Italy, the 
Low Countries, or in any of the dominions of 
the Imperial crown, and to enter into alliance, 
or conclude treaties with the ftates and fovereign 
princes of the Indies, in the name of his Imperial 
majefty, being reftri&ed folely in this, that they 
fhould not make war upon any ftate or potentate 
whatfoever, without the confent of the emperor, 
or his fucccfTors. The company, in token of 

gratitude 
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gratitude for fo many favours, and fuch ample 
powers, were to pay in the way of homage a 
golden lion of the weight of twenty marks, hold- 
ing between his paws the arms of that body. 
Nothin? could b. more encouraging than the 
zeal the court of Vienna difeovered for the pro- 
fperity and fafety of this commerce. The em- 
peror undertook to guarantee the company againft 
all dangers from what powers foever, and even, 
if neceflity fo required, to employ the whole 
foice of his dominions for that effect, and to 
procure them ample latisfadtion for all the da- 
mages they fhould fuftuin from the jealonfy or 
unjuft attacks of any nation, potentate, or ftate 
what lbever ; and that further, in all treaties, al- 
liances, or leagues, into which the Imperial 
crown fhould enter, with what power foever, in 
all time to come, conftant attention fhould he 
had to provide by all manner of means for the 
ir.tcrcft, fucccfs, anti profnenty of the India 
company. In this manner this famous cftablifh- 
ment mdc its rife, from which both the court of 
Vienna, as well as thofe who had engaged in 
it as proprietors, promised themfeives the higheft 
advantages. 

Soon after the letters patent were publifhed 
and regiftered in the lbvereign courts of the Low 
Countries belonging to the Impend court ; the 
directors entered upon office, and took their feats ; 
the company’s books were opened at Antwerp 
(on the iith of Auguft) the fuccels being fuch 
as amazed all Europe, ‘for next day be fore noon the 
capital was all fubferibed f or j and by the end of 
M m 2 Auguft 
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Auguft their actions were at fifteen per cent, 
above par. The fame profperity attended their 
affairs in the Indies ; factories were fettled with 
wonderful facility in the mod advantageous 
places ; their bufinefs was conducted by men of 
the grcateft prudence and experience, being 
chiefly fuch as had formerly given proofs of their 
abilities and behaviour in the fervice of the 
Englifh and Dutch Faft-India companies ; trade 
was carried n in thofe parts with infinite emo- 
lument, and every thing was fettled with fo 
much fagacitv, and on fo folid a foundation, as to 
put their affairs into a condition of withftanding 
all the attempts of thofe who fuffered from 
their good fortune. 

The other powers of Europe, who were ap- 
prehenfive of this company, entertaining no 
longer any hop.s of being able to fupprefs them 
by any attempts againfl them in the Indies, with- 
out proceeding to open hollilitics, had recourfe 
to other methods. The Dutch company were 
the firfl to remonftrate on this occafion, as they 
were in a particular manner interefled in the op- 
pofing of a company, whofe interefts were fo 
oppofite to their own, and who muft bring their 
merchandize to the fame markets as they did. 
Therefore, without lofs of time, they caul'ed two 
feveral memorials to be prefented to the States 
General, in which they did not hefitatc to fay, 
that the eftablHhment of die Eaft-India company 
of Oftend was diredtiv contradidtory to the ex- 

f efs tenor of treaties adfualjy fubliliing, and that 
diredt a violation of all public faith gave them 

a juft 
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a juft title to demand of the States General, that 
they fhould be permitted to do themfelves that 
juftice by arms, which all other methods had 
been unable to procure them. The government 
of the United Provinces were unwilling to break 
entirely with the court of Vienn , and wire 
therefore dc'irous that all < ther meins of accom- 
modating their differences fhould be attempted 
before they made ufe of the laft rcfource ; for 
thefe rcafons they continued in conjunction with 
the court of Great Britain to follicit the court of 
Vienna to revoke the powers lately granted to 
the merchants of the Imperial Low' Countries, 
or, at leaft, to give orders that they fliould be 
fufpended for a time limited. In the mean time 
nothing was negleCted in Holland to difeourage 
it, and laws were cnaCtel, difeharging and pro- 
hibiting, under fevere penalties, the inhabitants 
of the Dutch provinces from having any concern 
in promoting the Eaft-India company of Oftend, 
or from entering into their fervice. The Dutch 
company on their fide were not remifs in their 
endeavours to annoy their rivals in that quarter of 
the world where their power is fcated. Tho’ 
they refrained from aCtual hoftilities, yet by 
means of that unbounded power and influence 
they poflefs in thofe parts, they found means to 
create abundance of trouble to the Flemifh com- 
pany, and in a particular manner by cramping 
their commerce, and rendering it uncertain 
and precarious. The Englifh fcconded them 
with all their power, and the Flemifh company 
bad fallen a victim to the jeaioufy of her ncigli- 

M m 3 hours, 
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hours, had not the foreigners employed in her fer- 
vice, whole ruin was involved in that of their 
matters, redoubled their induftry, and ufed all 
their endeavours to preferve an eftablifhment 
which was become their laft and only refource. 

Thefe were not the only enemies the company 
of Oftend had to oppofe. The court of France, 
whofe jealoufy was equally alarmed with the 
Englifli and Dutch by an eflablifhment fo appa- 
rently prejudicial to their own Eaft-India trade, 
published a declaration (Augutt i6, 1723) for- 
bidding all the fubjedts of that crown from being 
in any way whatfoever concerned in fubferibing 
for the capital of the Oflend company ; the con- 
traveeners or offenders to pay a fine of three thou- 
fand livres for each offence, with confifcation of 
the monies fublcribed for on account of that ca- 
pital j and, in cafe of a fecond mifdemeanour, to 
forfeit the fame fum, with the fame confifcation of 
the monies fubferibed for, and the offender to 
flitter three years banifhmcnt : and that if it 
fhould fo happen that the effedts or ftock of the 
fubjedts fo offending fhould not be to be come at, 
fo as to become liable to fuch confifcation, then, 
and in that cafe, their goods and hereditaments in 
France fhould become refponfible for the like 
forfeitures and confifcations, until the films fo 
fubferibed for were raifed and levied, and all 
this in a fhort and fummary manner, viz. by the 
arret or ordonnance of 1670. By the fame decla- 
ration, all mariners, manufadturers, tradefmen, 
and in general all the fubjedts of France, were 
Hhridtly prohibited from entering into the fervice 
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of the faid Eaft-India company of Oftend in any 
manner or quality whatfoever, on pain of im- ~ 
prifonment and forfeiture of all their effedfrs } and 
laflly, all perfons of whatfoever rank, quality, or 
condition, were forbid to invite or enlift, or other- 
wife to feduce into the fervice of the faid company 
any of the fubjedts of the raoft chriftian king in 
quality of officers, foldiers, feamen, or in any 
other quality or manner ; as alfo to fell, buy, 
lend, or equip, any ffiip or vefiel, for the ufe or 
fervice of the faid company, on pain of being fet 
on the pillory, for the. firft offence, and for the 
fecond of being condemned to the gallies, befides 
confifcation of all fliips or veflels thus bought or 
fold, and a fine of three thoufand livres each, for 
both buyer and feller. 

One would imagine the company of Oftend 
had already too many enemies to withftand, and 
that fewer or weaker opponents were fufficient to 
procure her ruin. But thefe were not all. The 
crown of Spain believed themfelves alfo injured 
by this eftablifhment, and they prefen ted by the 
minifters of the Spanifh nation a memorial to the 
king of Great Britain (April 26, 1724^ wherein 
they reprefented the injuftice and unlawfulnefs of 
this new company, which was fo diametrically 
oppofite to the letter and tenor of the treaty of 
Munfter, by which the Spaniards engaged not to 
difturb the navigation of the Dutch to their colo- 
nics or fettlements in the Eaft-Indies, thefe on 
the other hand engaging not to moleft the navi- 
gation of the Spaniards. By virtue of thefe en- 
gagements, the fubjeSs of the crown of Spain in 

M m 4 the 
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the Low Countries ®rere retrained from trading 
to the Eaft-Indies, and thofe provinces had been 
yielded to the eledor of Bavaria under the fame 
rellridions. They had alfo been transferred 
into the power of the houfe of Auftria, with 
this exprefs condition, that the Spanifh Low 
Countries fhould remain under the fame re- 
flraint and limitations under their dominion, as 
formerly under that of Spain. France and 
the republic of Holland had alf> both of them 
engaged for the obfervation of the fame re- 
flriCtive cluufe. The e/Lbli/hment of this com- 
pany, even if legal, was equally detrimental to 
Spain and to the United Provinces, in contra- 
diction to the tenor of to many treaties and alli- 
ances, whofe onlv end and deiign was to eflablifh 
and fecnre the general tranquillity of Europe. 
Finally they reprefented, that this company was 
in its own nature contrary to ti e known interefls 
of all the parties concerned in thofe trea ies, the 
emperor only excepted, and fubvu'live of the in- 
terefls of themfelves in parrieuLr (the Spaniards) 
the principal contractors. Tilde were the fenti- 
ments of the Spanith monarchy at that time. 
Soon after the Spaniards began to fee things with 
other eyes. In order to explain this revolution, 
which occafior.ed a general change in the councils 
of Europe, it is neceffarv to recoiled the tranfac- 
tions which then fell out in nurope. There hap- 
pened at this time a mod extraordinary reconcili- 
ation between thofe two princes, whom all their 
friends and allies on both fldes could never with all 
their influence prevail with to endure one another. 
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This fudden agreement proved to the detriment 
of all who had either obliged them by their en- 
deavours for their particular filtered?. or who had 
intereded themfelves as mediators in their recon- 
ciliation. France in particular had drove for the 
fpace of twenty-five years together to put Philip 
the Vth in poffeilion of the crown of Spain and 
of the Indies^ in contradi&ion to the pretenfions 
of the houfe of Auftria, in whofe caufe almoft 
all the other powers of Europe were engaged. 
In the very time that a congrefs was fitting in 
Flanders, in order to ededtuate the reconciliation 
of Charles the Vlth, the emperor and head of the 
Auftrian family, w it h Philip, they of themfelves 
entered into an alliance (at Vienna in May 1725) 
and at the fame time concluded a treaty of com- 
merce, in which Philip facrificed the intereds of 
that nation to whom he owed his diadem, as did 
the emperor thofe of all his allies, to whom he 
lay under infinite obligations. One of the chief 
intentions of this treaty was tire cftablifiiment of 
the Offend company, notwithstanding it was fo 
diredtly contrary to the filtered of Philip, even 
by his own reprefentatlon laid before the king of 
Great Britain hut the year before. By this treaty the 
company of Odcnd appeared to be beyond the 
power of their enemies, and a general war was 
the only apparent refource the maritime powers 
had now left them, an expedient they had the 
utmod averfion to, fincc it mud occafion the 
total ruin of the Aullrian family, the only bul- 
wark agafiitl the growing power of France, and 
which they themfelves had cretted at the cxgcnce 
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of an ocean of bloodfhed, and an infinity of trea- 
fure. On the other hand, they beheld with ex- 
treme affliction, the emperor employing that 
power which he owed to their benevolence only, 
againft his benefactors. 

The Dutch company in particular were fo much 
alarmed at the advantages which their Flemifh ri- 
vals muft reap from the late treaty, that they cau fed 
another memorial conceived in the ftrongeft terms 
tobeprefented to the States General, in which they 
let forth, that having obferved a gradual decline 
in their commerce, from the time that a new 
company had been ereCted in the Spanifh Low 
Countries, which provinces have fince fallen to 
the houfe of Auftria, for carrying on a trade to the 
Eaft-Indies, in confequence whereof the directors 
have at different times caufed feveral memorials to 
be prefented to their High Mightineffes, fhewing 
that by the treaties now actually in force, the in- 
habitants of the faid Auftrian Netherlands have no 
manner of right or title to this navigation and 
commerce ; that as this title is what they never 
could make claim of under the dominion of the 
crown of Spain, it follows of confequence that 
they can form no fort of pretenfions to that traffic, 
by virtue of the«faid treaties, or thofe concluded 
with his Imperial majefty, or his predeceffor 
Leopold of glorious memory ; thofe efpecially, 
becaufe the chief intention and view of the faid 
treaties and negociations was, that in the countries 
and dominions which his Imperial majefty might 
acquire by virtue of his alliance with the crown 
of Great Britain, and with this State, nothing 

fhould 
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fhould ever be attempted, which might affe<3: the 
interefts of either of thefetwo nations, other than in 
cafe faid countries had remained fubjedt to the 
crown of Spain. It had therefore been ftipulated 
with great wifdom by the Barrier treaty, that the 
poffeffion of the Spanifli Netherlands fhould re- 
main to his Imperial and Catholic majefty, in fuch 
manner as his predeceflors kings of Spain had 
formerly pofiefled them, and that what regarded 
commerce fhould fubfift upon the foundation 
eftabliflied by the treaty of Munfter. That the 
directors had flattered themfelves that the juftice 
of his Imperial majefty in forbearing to carry on 
that commerce contrary to treaty, and to their pre- 
judice, would have prevented all caufe of com- 
plaint ; they have notwithflanding been com- 
pelled by frefh injuiies to trouble their High 
MightinefTes by new memorials. 

They have with great affliction feen the illegal 
and unwarrantable private navigation fet on foot at 
Oftend fomc years lince, now ereCted into a for- 
mal company and body incorporate, and autho- 
rized by an ample patent to carry on a trade to 
and from the Eaft-Indies ; they have alfo obferved 
that no means requifite to the improvement and 
pref.rvation of this company by engagements with 
other powers, have been omitted, to the certain pre- 
judice of thofe privileges which the Eafl- India com- 
pany of thcUnited Provinceshavejuftly obtained, as 
evidently appears to the faid memorialifls from the 
treaty of commerce lately concluded between his 
Imperial majefty and the king of Spain, the 
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firft and ffiird articles whereof exprefly bear, 
‘ That the (hips of war and merchantmen be- 
longing to their fuid majefties, or to their fub- 
jedls fhall be freely admitted to all the ports, 
coifts, countries, and provinces on either flde, with- 
out pieviouflv demanding any permiffion, which 
libertv does a!fo in fpecial manner extend to their 
relpective (etrlements in the Eaft- Indies, where 
they are entitled to demand every thing neceflary 
for navigation, with this only reftridtion in re- 
gard to the Eaft- Indies, that neither fide fhall be 
permitted to carry on any manner of traffic in the 
dominions of the other, and that, in thofe parts 
efpccially, the men of war ffiall fo behave them- 
leives, as not to give to the Spaniards any caufe 
of fear or fufpicion whatfoever.” Moreover it is 
exprefly faid, in the thirty-flxth article of the faid 
treaty, “ That the fubjedls and (hips of his Im- 
perial and Catholic majefty, (hall be allowed to 
import into, and vend in all the dominions of the 
crown of Spain, all forts of fruits, and all manner 
of efFedts and merchandizes brought by them from 
the Eaft-Indies, provided it Hull appear from the 
affi.E\its ot the deputies of the Eaft- India com- 
pany of the Au'ltun Netherlands, that the fame 
did a flu fly come from the conquered places, co- 
heres, or fadtories of the faid company j in which 
c.fe they are to enjoy the fame privileges granted 
to liu fidf] efts of the United Provinces by the 
trea'v of loufler in 1648, both with refpedt to 
the Indies, and any other matter applicable to the 
faid treaty, and which fliall not be contrary to it, 
any than to the prefent engagement.” Which 

privileges 
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privileges are further extended by thefeventhor laft 
article of the faid treaty, “ To all that the govern- 
ment of Great Britain has ftipulated in their favour 
by virtue of the treaties of 1667, 1670, 1713, and 
laft of all by a certain treaty and convention, the date 
whereof is not mentioned, for as much as it may be 
applicable to the fubjedts of his Imperial majefty : 
and morever to whatfoever has been granted to the 
fubjedts of the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, not only by the treaties of 1648, but 
alfo by the treaty of Marine in 1650, and the 
treaty of peace of 1714-” With this addition, 
“ That all thefe treaties fhall ferve as a rule in 
doubtful cafes, or in fuch cafes as are omitted, or 
not plainly expreffed in the prefent treaties be- 
tween their faid majefties. 

From thefe doubtful cafes which are pafted by- 
in filence, it may be pretended and concluded in 
the firft place, that his Catholic majefty has in- 
tended to grant to the fubjedts of his Imperial ma- 
jefty, free accefs to all the countries, fea-ports, 
and places of his dominions, fince neither in that 
article, nor in any other part of the treaty, any 
exclulion or rcftridtve claufes are to be found, 
fuch as are inferted in all other treaties of that 
nature whatfoever. Such as, 

That this is only to be underlbood of thofe 
countries and places which the king poflefTes in 
Europe, or where other nations have always en- 
joyed a free and unreftrained commerce, as ap- 
pears from -the fourth article of the treaty of 
truce, concluded between this State and the 
crown of Spain, in which are thefe words, 

“ Which 
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** Which the faid lord the king underftands to be 
retrained and limited to the kingdoms, countries, 
dominions, and lordihips, which he holds and 
pofleffes in Europe, and other places and ports 
where the fubjeCts of the kings and princes his 
allies do trade.” Moreover in the fifth article of 
the treaty of Munfter it is laid, “ That the di- 
rectors and commiffioners of the Eaft and Weft- 
India companies, lhall have free accefs and com- 
merce in all the countries within the king’s do- 
minions in Europe, but all the fubjeCts of the 
States are not to frequent the places in the Eaft- 
Indies belonging to the kingdom of Caftile.” 
And laftly, by the thirty-fourth article of the treaty 
concluded at Utrecht in 1714, between his prefent 
Catholic majefty and this State, wherein it is ex- 
prefly faid, “ Tho’ it be mentioned in fevcral of 
the foregoing articles, that the fubjeCts on either 
fide may freely come to frequent, flay, fail to, and 
trade in the countries, lands, cities, ports, places 
and rivers, belonging to the abovefaid contracting 
parties ; yet it is to be under flood, that the faid 
fubjeCts are only allowed that liberty in their re- 
ciprocal dominions in Europe, fince it is exprefly 
agreed, that as to the Spanilh Weft- Indies, it 
lhall not be allowed to fail to, or trade there, but 
purfuantto the thirty-firft article of the laid treaty.” 
On the other hand, the lame unlimited terms 
are again to be met with in the thirty-fixth article 
of the abovemen tioned treaty between their faid 
majefties, wherein it is llipulated, “ That the 
fubjeCts of his Imperial majefty lhall be allowed 
to import into all the countries and dominions be- 
longing 
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'longing to the king of Spain, without diftindtion, 
all manner of effects, fruits, and merchandizes, 
from their colonies and conquered places in the 
Eaft-Indies, provided they have the neceflaty 
affidavits as required by the faid article j in which 
cafe they ffiall enjoy all the privileges granted to 
the fubjedts of this State by the king of Spain’s 
letters patent in 1663. 

Notwithftanding that the directors of the Eaft- 
India company are abfolutely ignorant of any 
other privilege, but that by which they are per- 
mitted to import the produce and merchandizes of 
the Indies, into the dominions of the king of 
Spain lying in Europe, or into fuch places to which 
all other nations are permitted to carry on a free 
trade, and even that by certain letters patent, iigned 
by the faid king of Spain in the year 1663, it was 
enjoined, that at the entering of fuch produce and 
merchandizes into fuch of his majefty’s dominions, 
where the importation thereof has always been 
allowed, affidavits ffiould be produced to make 
it appear that they are brought from the countries, 
colonies, and conquered places belonging to our 
Eaft-India company, to the end they might be 
diftinguifhed from the merchandizes brought 
from the Portugueze Indies, Spain being then at 
war with that nation ; yet their High Mighti- 
nefles minifter, then refiding at Madrid, ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed it, in the name of this State, and 
having reprefented to his Catholic Majefty the 
impoffibility of complying with this demand, it 
was dropped in all appearance, fince they never 
heard that fuch affidavits have fince been re- 
quired 
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quired in Spain, for fuch produces and merchant 
dizes as were brought from the Ead-Indies. 

But as thefe things have in all appearance been 
explained according to ancient practice, or other- 
wife that they might at lead be capable of being 
fo explained from former treaties, the directors do 
only mention them to fhew, that they are abfb- 
lutely at a lofs to conceive the implicit fenfe and 
intention of thefe articles, at lead that it is not 
equally clear as what is determined by the above- 
mentioned article, wherein the faid accefs and re- 
fort to all his Catholic maje fly’s ports and places 
is pofitively and exprefly extended to the Eafl- 
Indies : a particular which the diredors cannot 
conceive to have been granted in fuch manner to 
any nation whatfoever, and a privilege exprefly for- 
bid to the fubjeds of this State, as is evident from 
the fifth article of the treaty of Munfter fo often 
cited, wherein it is declared, “ That the fubjeds 
of this State (hall forbe .r to frequent the Cadilian 
places in the Ead-Indies.” That this has been 
invariably oblerved by the Spaniards ever fince, is 
evident from a particular cafe which the diredors 
had the honour to lay before their High Mighti- 
nefies, in their memorial of the year 1720, fetting 
forth, “ That in the year 1687, a fhip belonging 
to the Ead-India company of the United Pro- 
vinces, having on board two friars who had been 
fhipwreck’d on the coad of China, and having at 
their earned requed carried them to the Philippine 
iflands, the captain of that fhip only demanded, on 
this occafion, a fmall provifion of water, which had 
run fhort, by reafon of his Slaving come fo far 
2 OUt 
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Out of the way j but fo far from granting him 
this or any other favour, he was inftantly order- 
ed to retire.” 

Hence it is manifeft how far it was from be- 
ing the intention of the king of Spain, that his 
fea-ports and places in the Eaft-Indies, which 
extended no farther than the Philippine iflands, 
otherwife called Manillas, fhould ferve for ftaples 
or places of refrefhment to the Eaft-India (hips 
of this State, as very well knowing what the 
confequence might be. But the directors think 
they have a more particular reafon to complain 
of the faid thirty- fix articles, feeing that thereby 
the king of Spain grants to the iubjedts of his 
Imperial and Catholic majefty, not only what- 
ever has been granted to the inhabitants of this 
State, but moreover whatfoever has been yielded 
to them by the treaty of Munfler, both in what 
regards the Indies and otherwife, which they 
apprehend to be a direct violation of the fifth ar- 
ticle of the (aid treaty of Munfter, by which it is 
ftipulated, “ that the Spaniards (hall continue to 
navigate within the fane limits as at the time of 
that treaty, without extending them any farther in 
the Eaft-Indies.” As on the other hand, it was 
ftipulated by the treaty of Utrecht in 1714, be- 
tween his Spanifh mah-fty and this State, “ that 
the navigation and tiado in the Eaft and Weft- 
Indies, belonging to the lords the States General, 
(hall be carried on in the fame manner as had 
hitherto been pra<ftiicd.” Which evidently proves, 
that no change, with refpedt to this navigation, 
ought to have been n'ude on either fide, whether 
Vox. If. N n by 
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by their own fubjedts, or thofe of any other 
power, not comprehended in the fifth, article of 
the treaty of Munfter, feeing the tenth article of 
. the treaty of Munfter fays moreover, “ that the 
privileges and prerogatives relating to the naviga- 
tion and commerce of the Eaft- Indies, expreffed 
in the fifth article of the treaty of Munfter, fhall 
only concern the two chief contracting powers, 
that is to fay, the crown of Spain and this State, 
and no others whatfcevcr.” 

So that the true meaning and intention of thefe 
words are manifeft from the report of the pleni- 
potentiares at the congrefs of Utrecht, inferted in 
the verbal, and the notifies, or in the resolu- 
tions of their High Mightinefles of the fourth of 
January of the year 1714, in the fame terms : 
“ Firft, upon the fifth and fixth articles of the 
treaty of Munfter, which the faid plenipotentia- 
ries looked upon as meriting fome remarks, as 
being applicable to others, adding, that the 
States and their inhabitants ought indeed to enjoy 
all the advantages fcipulated by this treaty, but 
that the other nations, and in particular the Hans 
towns, fliall not partake of the fame.” A con- 
vincing proof that the exclufion or non-admit- 
tance of other nations, from enjoying what has 
been agreed upon by the fifth article about the 
navigation and trade of the Eaft-Indies, was the 
only true aim of that treaty, which having been 
thus inlerfechat the requeft and in fiances of the 
Spanifli plenipotentiaries, and agreed to by both 
parties, it is not allowed to either of thefe two 
powers to transfer this right by treaty, or to 

make 
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make another nation partake thereof without the 
Confent and concurrence of the other powers 
comprehended in the faid convention. Befides, 
that after the king of Spain had once yielded in 
favour of the inhabitants of this State, that part 
of the Indies which the privileged Eaft-India 
company poffeffes, with promife that the Spa- 
niards fhould not extend themfelves on that fide, 
he has no right to make over a fecond time to 
other nations, what his majefty had formerly de- 
fifted from by fo folemn a treaty, and which he 
has always left to the privileged Eaft-India com- 
pany of this State, or to fuch who having been 
formerly his majefty, ’s fubjects, are alfo compre- 
hended in the article of exclufion. Neither is he 
entitled to tolerate publickly, that the diftriCts 
yielded, and which have been peaceably enjoyed 
without any let from the Spanifh fubjeCts, but 
frequented by men of war and merchant (hips, 
that forts, colonies, and factories for trade be fet 
up there, and generally to do every thing that 
could be done, had there been no treaty, to the 
great prejudice and impairing, if not entire ex- 
tinction of the prerogatives of this State, formerly 
ftipulated and obtained. 

And forafmuch as the directors of the Eaft- 
India company in this country, are more and 
more confirmed in what they did long ago fore- 
fee ; that in cafe the company of the Eaft and 
Weft-Indies, ereCted in the Aufirian Low Coun- 
tries, do thus carry on their navigation and trade 
within the limits o£ the grant of trade to the 
Eaft-India company of this country, and fo di- 

N n 2 . fturb-» 
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fturb their commerce every where in the Indies^ 
the confequences of this affair will daily grow 
more important; and feeing befides, that this 
navigation and commerce, with the grant relat- 
ing thereto, is now of late confirmed on the part of 
the king of Spain by an important treaty, and 
highly prejudicial to the commerce of the Eaft- 
India company of this country ; and that in fome 
refpedls the Auflrian company is favoured more 
than the inhabitants of this State, they could not 
forbear reprefenting at this juncture their griev- 
ances, moil humbly befeeching their High Mighti- 
neffes to take them into their ferious confidera- 
tion, and that they would be pleafed, according 
to the importance of this affair, to ufe the moil 
effectual means, as well at the court of Vienna, 
as at that of Madrid, and elfewhere where it 
might be of fervice, to have the faid grievances 
redreffed, and that navigation entirely put down, 
hoping withal that it will not be taken amifs, 
that, feeing they cannot acquiefce to the new grant 
and treaty, they flick clofe to the ancient treaty, 
and apply the fame as a rule, not only in cafes 
that are doubtful, or omitted, but alfo in all 
other cafes whatfoever. 

In this manner did the memorialifts fet forth in 
terms the moil expreffive poffible, thefe particu- 
lars of the treaty of commerce concluded at 
Vienna, which the maritime powers complained 
of as prejudicial to their interefts, as alfo the 
grounds they had to look for redrefs. The 
Slates General were fo fully fenfible of the evil 
tendency of this treaty to' their own Eaft-India 

company 
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company, as well as to thofe of other nations 
for whofe intereft their zeal could be nothing 
more than pretext, that they determined to ufc 
all their influence at the courts of Vienna and 
Madrid, in order to have it diflolved. The 
courts of London and Paris, equally interefted in 
behalf of their own companies, feconded their 
application with infinite importunity : and that 
the emperor and king of Spain might fee they 
were not to be amufed with tedious negociations, 
and much lefs damped by big words, they re-* 
folved to try fome more cogent expedient. The 
prefent difpofitions of the king of Pruflia furnifhed 
them the opportunity they defired. This prince 
faw with uneafinefs the exorbitant and, as he 
apprehended, anticonftitutional power of the em- 
peror in Germany, whereof he dreaded the con- 
fequences to the independency of the other princes 
of Germany as well as himfelf. He therefore 
wifhed above all things to bridle the power of 
that houfe, which was now effected by a treaty 
concluded at Planover in September j 725 with 
the courts of France and England, and to which 
the States General were invited to accede. By 
virtue of this treaty, the contracting powers, with- 
out any mention or feeming to take notice of the 
company of Often d, engage, not only to guaranty 
the dominions, countries, and cities of each other, 
as well in Europe as in other parts, but alfo all 
manner their rights, privileges, and advantages, 
particularly thofe relating to trade, with which 
lafl: the privileges of that company were generally 
thought to be altogether inconfiftent, 

N n 3 " • This 
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This alliance was no fooner confummated t 
than it was imparted to the States General at the 
Hague, and they were at the fame time follicited 
to come into it, as the only effectual means to 
bring about what they were above all others in- 
terested to procure, that is to fay, the abolition 
of the company of O fiend. The reafons were 
abundantly evident, as it was impoflible to con- 
ceive that the Dutch alone fhould be able to bring 
the emperor and the king of Spain to break an 
eilablifhment, from which the fird efpecialiy ex- 
pected f ) many advantages, in their favours. And 
that chief! v as that company was fettled on a 
foundation fo folid as mufl have enabled it in a 
few years to fupport itfclf againfl any power 
whatsoever. And indeed never did any company 
run into fuch an extenfive trathc, as this of the 
Andrian Low Countries, for the time in which 
it fubfifted. 

The Dutch, however they might relifh an 
alliance, which flattered them with fo high an 
advantage, did not immediately accede to it, pre- 
ferring the former method of negotiation, which 
was the more likely to take place on account of 
the late proceedings at Hanover. Poffibly they 
choofcd 'other to owe their fucccfs to their own 
application, than to the intcrcfl and influence of 
foreign powers. However it was, Mr. Vander 
Mcer their amhafTador at the court of Madrid 
was ordered to lay before them, the injuflice done 
to the End; -India company of the Seven United 
Provinces, by the late treaty with the emperor. 
His arguments, which contained the grounds of 

jealoufy 
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jealoufy and diffatisfadtion given to Great Britain, 
a§ well as their own grievances, and which were 
probably adduced to give weight to his remorn. 
ftrances, were as follows. 

Since the union and mutual good underftanding 
of nations and potentates do absolutely and entirely 
depend upon treaties, it therefore follows, that 
each party Should not only preferve thofe folemn 
engagements inviolate, and forbear from the open 
infraction of them, but alfo particularly to take 
care that their minifters be cautioned againft 
having rccourfe to prevarications or lhbterfuges 
in order to wreft their tenour and articles from 
their natural and original fenfe, fuch as was in- 
tended at the time when thofe mutual engage- 
ments and conventions have been made. In thefe 
Sentiment 0 , and with this defire to maintain the 
public faith, their HighMightincfl.es have always 
in the molt religious manner obferved and exe- 
cuted tlieir engagements, without violating in 
the lea ft: point or article what they had thus 
Solemnly flipulatcd ; making it moreover a conftant 
and invariable maxim, not only to redrefsany abufe 
but alfo upon complaint or demand made, to caufe 
fitisradlion to be made, and exemplary and condign 
punishment to be done upon fuch of their f objects 
as have in any wife prefumed to deviate from the 
literal obferv..tion of their orders. And fo far 
have tlieir HHi Mightinefles the States General 
of the United Provinces been from entering into 
any engag ments whatsoever to the prejudice of 
their allies,' as your mnjefty well knows from 
the indifputable m^rks of their perfect attacli- 
N n 4 noent 
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ment to all your interefts, that on the contrary, 
they have always and in general refufed to enter 
into fuch treaties, whatever follicitations might 
have been ufed towards them, or however great 
the advantages they might hope to derive from 
them might polfibly be, whereof their late de- 
nial to accede to the quadruple alliance is an in- 
conteftable proof. 

After fo many real and lingular regards, my 
mailers did flatter themfclves with the hopes of 
finding in tl:e perfon of your majelty, not only 
the frienrilhip and fidelity of an ally, but all'o a 
certain protection again!! all who fiiould attempt 
any tiling contrary to their interefts. Neverthe- 
less, they have the mortification to find that your 
majefty, fo far from fupporting and cfpoufing the 
interefts and juft and undoubted rights of their 
High. Mightinefics, in relation to their trade and 
commerce to the Indies, has on the contraiy 
become the protector arid guarantee of a 
company, whofe commerce cannot fubfift 
without the entire ruin and fubverfion of that 
of the fuhjedts and people of their High Mighti- 
ijefi.es. Though notwithftanding the infinuations 
and evafions of your majefty’s minifters, in pre- 
tending that nothing has been granted to his Im- 
perial majefty but what is in conformity to all 
the ancient treaties, yet it is' certain and perfectly 
cafy td^be demon lira ted, that this reasoning is 
the cnnfequcnce of a violent and ftrained con- 
ftrudion, and in contradi&ion to the -genuine and 
fimple fenfe of their articles. For if they are 
taken in the 3 iteral fenfe, or according to then- 

true 
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<rue intention at the time of their being penned, 
there is no perfon fo blind as not to difcern the 
immenfe diftance there is between this treaty of 
commerce, and the aim and intention of thofe, 
who after fo many cruel wars, and fo much 
blood flied for the prefervation of the juft rights 
of the Republic, with refpedt to their navigation 
and commerce in general, and in elpecial manner 
with refpedt to that of the Indies, did at length 
fettle all by the treaties of Munfter and of 
Utrecht. 

I ccme. Sire, to thefe demonftrations. By the 
fecond and third articles of the treaty of Vienna, 
all men of war, or merchant /hips, belonging to 
his Imperial rnajefty, or to his fubjedts, are per- 
mitted to enter all places, and ports of the do- 
minions of Spain, thofe of Eaft-India included, 
there to take in refrefhments, provifions, and 
generally whatever they may want for continuing 
their voyage, with this foie reftridtion, that they 
fliall not trade nor traffic there. In the thirty- 
lixth article of the fame treaty, it is laid, that 
the fubjedts of his Imperial rnajefty may import 
and vend in the territories and dominions of 
Spain, all goods, merchandizes, and produdts, 
which they fliall bring from the Eaft-Indies, 
provided they fliall produce a certificate from the 
Eaft-India company of the Auftrian Netherlands, 
that thofe merchandizes and produdts are of 
the growth of their colonies and conquefts j fur- 
ther granting to the faid fubjedts of his Imperial 
rnajefty, all that w^s yielded to the Dutch by 
the treaty of Munfter in 1648, and afterwards 
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by particular grants in 1663, and by the treaty 
of Utrecht in 1714. , 

The forty-feventh article of the laid treaty of 
Vienna alfo grants to the (objects of his Imperial 
majefly, all the privileges and advantages obtained 
by the Engiifii nation in 1667, 1670, 1713, 
and Lift!}’, by a certain ttcatyor convention, the 
date whereof is not (pecltted, with this additional 
claufc, that m fa eh calcs as might teem doubtful, 
or not fufficiemly deer and explicit, thofe treaties 
fhould ferve for a bads and role. Nor is it ex- 
plained, whether the p.vmihioo of theiubjcdls of 
his Imperial majefly to enter into the ports, places, 
and harbours oi your majefly, be rcilridtcd lolely 
to your majefly ’s dominions in Europe, or whe- 
ther it is not alfo permitted the faid fubjedls of 
his Imperial majefly to enter in manner as aforc- 
faid, the ports and places of your majefly ’s do- 
minions in the Indies, notwithilanding that this 
reftri&ion is fpccified in the treaties made with 
my matters their High Mightinettbs, in terms 
the rnott expats imaginable. 

It is therefore evident, that under this pretext, 
the fubje&s of his Imperial majefly may pretend 
to advantages much iuperior to thofe which any 
other nation does enjoy, no perfon whatfoever 
being battered under any manner of pretext, to 
enter \our m. 4,. tty’s ports and places in the In- 
dies. And to iknv n (Irate that this has always 
been put in execution with extreme rigour on 
the rv.it of .Spain, it may fuffice to relate, what 
happened to one of the (hips of the Eaft-In- 
dia company of the United Provinces in 1687, 
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ysrho had taken on board two monks fhipwrecked 
on the coaft of China, and having carried them 
to the Philippine iflands at their entreaty, not- 
withftanding his voluntary humanity had carried 
him fo far out of his courfe, was refufed per- 
miflion to take in a iupply of water, whereof he 
was in extreme want, and was, by an unexam- 
pled piece of inhumanity and ingratitude in the 
governor, ordered inftantly to retire j an evident 
proof that they have never been permitted by 
Spain, to trade to, or enter any of her ports or 
cities in the Eaft-Indies. From whence it fol- 
lows, that the above article granted to (hips car- 
rying the Imperial flag, is manifeftly contrary to 
the treaty of Munfter, as is alio the thirty-eighth 
article of the faid treaty of Vienna, by which 
(belidcs what has been already alledged above) 
your majefty gives to the fubjedts of his Imperial 
majefty, all that has been granted or yielded by 
the treaty of )’ lunfter to the fubjedts of this 
Republic, as well with refpect to the Indies as 
otherwife, which is moreover directly contrary 
to the fixth article of the treaty of Munfter, 
wherein it is exprefly ftipulated, that the Spani- 
ards fhould limit their navigation to the bounds 
to which it extended at the time of the treaty, as 
well in the Indies as ell'evvhere, which particular 
was confirmed by the treaty of Utrecht, con- 
cluded in the year 1 7 1 4. 

Thefe articles do therefore evidently prove, 
that no change ought to be made in that naviga- 
tion on either fide, whether by the fubjedts of 
either contracting party, or by thofe of any other 

•power, 
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power, not comprehended in the fifth article of 
the treaty of Munfter ; and that efpecially becaufe 
by the tenth article of the treaty of Utrecht it is 
declared, that the prerogatives with refpedt to the 
navigation and commerce of the Eaft-Indies, 
comprehended in the above fifth article of the 
treaty of Munfter, fhall only have place in what 
regards the two high contracting powers, that is 
to fay, Spain and this Republic, and their fub- 
jeCts, and no others. And accordingly the ge- 
nuine fenfe and intention of thefe words do clear- 
ly appear from the report of the plenipotentiaries 
at the faid congrefs of Utrecht inferted in the 
journal, which is among the aCts of the negocia- 
tions, where it is faid concerning the fifth and 
fixth articles of the treaty of Munfter, that the 
intention of your majefty’s plenipotentiaries was, 
that the States General of the United Provinces, 
and their inhabitants, ought of right to enjoy the 
advantages fiipulated by that treaty, but that 
other nations, and in particular the Hans towns, 
ought not to enjoy them j an undoubted proof 
that the exclufion, or non-admiffion of other na- 
tions, to the enjoyment of what is fettled by the 
fifth article with refpedt to the navigation and 
commerce to the Eaft-Indies, was the foie aim 
and intention of that treaty, And feeing thofe 
ftipulations were inferted at the defire of perfons 
inverted with full powers by your majefty, and 
were agreed to on the one part, as well as on the 
other j neither of the two contracting powers 
ought to transfer his right by a feparate treaty, 
or to permit any other nation to fhare therein, 

without 



the EAST-INDIES. 5y/ 

•without the confent and concurrence of the other 
power, who is fo principally concerned in the 
laid convention. And further, fince the crown 
of Spain has ceded to the United Provinces, that 
part of the Indies which they now poffefs, 
obliging themfelves at the fame time not to ex- 
tend their trade or navigation on that fide j that 
nation can have no power to give away to an- 
other power, what it had alienated by fo folemn 
a treaty in favour of the Dutch. 

Can it then be poffible, Sir, that your ma- 
jefty’s minifters fhould be guilty of fo grofs a 
violation of thofe articles, by bellowing privileges 
on the Aullrian Netherlands, which could never 
have been granted had that part of the Low 
Countries remained Hill in the polTeflion of the 
Spanilh monarchy. Nay, when the faid trade 
to the Indies was actually in the poffefiion of 
Spain, the fubjedts of that crown living in their 
dominions in the Low Countries, we re excluded 
as much as all others then were from the naviga- 
tion to the Eaft-Indies j for it was by the treaty 
of Munfter, and by that alone, that the inhabi- 
tants of the United Provinces did obtain thole 
privileges they do now enjoy, with thefe recipro- 
cal conditions, that the limits of the Indies be- 
ing once determined, the two parties Ihould re- 
ligioully abftain from trading or navigating with- 
in each other’s boundaries. 

The confequence whereof is, that the Dutch 
republic having engaged to refrain from navigat- 
ing in the Spanilh Jndies at that very individual 
2 w point 
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point of time, did acquire the power and right 
of excluding all the fubjedts of Spain, and by 
confequence the inhabitants of the Spanifh Ne- 
therlands amongft the reft, from navigating 
within tbe limits of their own dominions in the 
Indies. And lince his Imperial majefty is con- 
feffedly allowed and known to have acquired the 
Spanifh provinces in the Low Countries on con- 
dition his majefty fhould enjoy them in the fame 
manner as the kings of Spain j it is evident, that 
in right of that fucceftion the emperor could not 
poflibly acquire any rights which might be pre- 
judicial to the Republic, or contrary to the treaties 
then actually fublifting. 

Further, your majefty promifes and engages 
in the thirty-firft article of the treaty of Utrecht, 
not to fuffer, under any pretext, and for what 
caufe foever, any foreign nation to navigate to, 
or to trade in the Spanifh Indies ; but that, on 
the contrary, every thing fhould remain on the 
fame foundation as in the reign of Charles the 
fecond, agreeable to the fundamental laws of 
Spain, which abfolutely inhibit all foreign na- 
tions from entering or trading to thofe Indies, in 
which the States General had ftipulated to main- 
tain and fupport your majefty againft all who 
fhould have attempted the contrary. So that 
whether you confider the fubjedts of the Auftrian 
Netherlands, as the ancient fubjedts of the crown 
of Spain, or look upon them abfolutely as 
foreigners, nothing can juftify or authorize the 
granting to them privileges An diredt contradic- 
, tion 



the EAST-rNDIES. 559 

*tion to the tenor of*all the treaties which fubfift 
between your majefty and my matters the States 
General. 

All thefe considerations, Sir, may be reduced 
to four principal points. The fir f t ig. jh aJ'ftonr 
majefty ’s permifTion to the fubjedts of his Impe- 
rial majefty to trade in the Indies, which is granted 
them in this treaty, isdircdtly contrary to the inten- 
tion and aim of the treaty of Munfter, as well as 
to that of Utrecht. The fccond is, that the fub- 
jedts of his faid majefty are alfo fuffered by the 
fame treaty of commerce to enter into and fre- 
que nt your maj city’s towns and ports in the 
Indies, under pretext of feeking refrefhments, &c. 
an indulgence always den ied to the fhips of the Unit- 
ed Provinces, and which, for that reafon, by the 
treaties now in force, ought not to have been 
granted to any other nation. In the third place, 
your majefty, in authorizing and protedting any 
Eaft-India company in any country formerly part 
of your dominions, adls in direct violation of thofe 
treaties ftill in force, wherein your majefty en- 
gages to prohibit all nations, that of Spain only 
exxepted, to trade to the Eaft-Indies, and to fup- 
port the Republic in all their juft rights in that re- 
ijpedt. And laftly, fince it is notorious, that 
your majefty and their High Alight inches, mu- 
tually and reciprocally, did engage and ftipulate 
to aflift each other, in hindering all other nations 
from trading in the Indies ; it is therefore as cer- 
tain and indifputable, that neither of the two 
contradling powers' could have any manner of 
power or title to alter, pr recede from thofe en- 
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gagements, without the consent and participation 
of the other party concerned. 

From thefe particulars, Sir, it is evident, that 
their High Mightineffes my mailers, have un- 
doubted grounds of complaint; and they are 
.filled Vim ..-ftonifhment to find that your ma- 
jefty’s minifters, without refledting on the mani- 
feft inconfiftency and oppofition there is be- 
tween the treaty of Vienna, and thofe of Mun- 
fler and Utrecht, fhould prefume to give away 
fo many and fo confiderable advantages to the 
inhabitants of the Auftrian Netherlands to the 
prejudice of their High Mightineffes, and, if I 
may venture to fay fo. Sir, in prejudice of your 
majefty, and of your people, who are by that 
treaty deprived of the advantages of their own 
commerce by that very company, which the 
Spanifh nation fo warmly efpoufes and protects. 
I do therefore, at the defire of their High Migliti- 
neffes the States General of the United Provinces, 
moft earneftly entreat that your majefty will be 
pleafed ferioufly, and with that regard which the 
importance of this affair calls for, to confider 
and weigh the prefent remonftrances, and to 
ponder how far thefe violations of fuch folemn 
engagements may in time come to affedt the 
peace and tranquillity of Europe. 

Their High Mightineffes do therefore flatter 
themfclvcs, and are perfuaded, that your majefty 
will be pleafed to caufe the articles of the treaty 
of Vienna, which arc contrary to thofe of Mun- 
fter and Utrecht, to be reformed, and that your 
majeftv will alfo take care, that the company of 

Oftend 
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Oftend do not in any wife navigate to, or in the 
Indies, to the end that their High Mightinefles 
may have wherewithal to calm the minds of 
their people, who are alarmed at this treatv of 
Vienna, which they look upon as ennrely 
fubverlive of the unpoubted rigjit=:- uiifr ^pre- 
rogatives of their commerce, 'at the fame 
time loudly calling for the ratifying and drift 
execution of the treaties of Munfter and of 
Utrecht.” 1 

Thefe remonftrances were far from having the 
intended effeft. For notwithflanding the appa- 
rent danger from this treaty to the trade of Spain, 
their Catholic majefties were fo fanguine in 
their favourite project of recovering Gibraltar 
from Great Britain by the affiftance of the em- 
peror, that they continued deaf to all the rea- 
fons, however evident, of the Dutch minider : 
and what was dill a greater motive, was the 
hopes of obtaining in marriage for Don Carlos, 
the queen of Spain’s elded fon, the prefent king 
of the two Sicilies, the heirefs of the houfe of 
Audria, the prefent emprefs queen. So that 
nothing feemed diffic ult which had the appear- 
ance of contributing to this grand deiign, and 
they were ready to comply with every demand 
whatever of the Imperial court, and even by 
their difpofitions feemed ready to engage in a 
war with the powers concerned in the Hanover 
alliance. The emperor had greater caufe for the 
inflexibility fhewn on his part, as the treaty of 
Vienna was altogether advantageous to his in- 
tereft, more efpeciaily the eftablifhment of the 
Vol. II. O o company 
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company of Oftend, in fupport whereof his ho- 
nour and intereft were equally concerned. For 
this caufe he laboured to bring the northern 
crqwns to fupport his projects, and at firft with 
abundance of fuccefs ; tho’ the face of affairs was 
aftCTVvSTiu: changed by meafures which we are 
now going to enter upon. 

The States General, whether it were they al- 
ready began to feel the inconveniencies arifing to 
their commerce xom the new company, or that 
they defpaired of fuccefs in the way of remon- 
ftrance, or whether it were, that they only had 
recourfe to thofe means, to juftify the refolutions 
they had already come to of acceding to the 
treaty of Hanover, they at lafl did confent to 
accede to it, in fpite of all that the courts of 
Vienna and Madrid could do to prevent it ; fo 
that by this lofs they faw that there was an ab- 
folute impoffibility for them to profecute their 
defigns without coming immediately to an open 
rupture. The court of Spain refolving to hazard 
all rather than yield, began hoftilities againft Great 
Britain. But the emperor being unable to com- 
ply with his engagements in fupporting a war, 
if neceffary, and that for want of fupplies of 
money, which Spain at that juncture was not in 
a condition to afford, thefe proceedings had but 
fmall coniequences. Thefe circum fiances, and 
the fteadinefs of France in her engagements to 
profecute the war with Spain, in conjunction - 
with the maritime powers, made Spain ap- 
jprehenfive for the iffue, and to wifh ferioufly 
for a peace, upon conditions which fhe might 
* with 
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Avith honour accept. The court of Vienna was 
very foon in the fame difpofitions, not only be- 
caufe the faw that Spain began to liflen to the 
perfuafions of her own interefts, but becaufeffhe 
wanted to elude the promifes of an ^IJmnce 
which fhe never much coveted,^£nd alfo De- 
caufe her returning to her old allies was not with- 
out it’s advantages. 

In this pofture were things, when the prelimi- 
naries of a treaty were fet onf foot, one article 
whereof was calculated folely for removing all 
matter of apprehenfion from fuch effablifhment 
for the future. Thefe preliminaries were iigned 
and ratified at Paris on the twentieth of May, 
1727, the firft article whereof imported : 
“ That his Imperial majefty, having no other 
views than to contribute to the public tranquil- 
lity of Europe, and finding that the commerce 
of the company at Offend has given grounds of 
jealoufy and uneafinefs, contents that there fhall 
be a fufpenfion of the charter of the company of 
Oftend, and of all traffic whatfoever between the 
Auftian Low Countries and the Indies during the 
term of feven years.” By the fifth article of the 
fame preliminaries it was agreed, that the fhips 
which failed from Offend, previous to this con- 
vention, the names whereof to be given in a lift 
on the part of his Imperial majefty, fhould be 
permitted to return home in fafety, or in cafe 
any of them fhould be taken, that they fhould 
be reftorcd, bona fide, together with their car- 
goes. « 

Thus, was this company of Oftend den\plifhed 
O o 2 by 



■564 A NEW HISTORY of 

by this fufpenfion, and the maritime powers ob- 
tained the end they aimed at. It is notwith- 
ftapding true, that fome fales were afterwards 
matte, and that with confiderable advantage to 
theJp^“>tjQrs j they loft however the power of 
trading any more to the Eaft-Indies, which was 
the very eflence of their eftabliftiment. The 
emperor by confequence was prevented from en- 
gaging Europe if' a general war, and from be- 
coming from fo fvpall a beginning as the com- 
pany of Oftcnd, a very confiderable maritime 
power. There cannot be a ftronger and more 
fatisfying proof of the importance of the com- 
merce of the Indies, than to fee almoft all the 
princes of Europe ready to take arms for it, tho’ 
they had fcarce recovered of the wounds they had 
received in the la ft fubjedt of contention which 
had fo lately fet Europe in a flame. There are 
not wanting writers who afiert, that the com- 
pany of Oftend would not only, in all probabiltiy, 
have engrofl'ed the whole Eaft-India trade to 
that port, but might even have drawn the 
greateft part of all other branches of European 
traffic after it. The reafons they adduce for this 
aflertion are, firft of all, the Auftrian Low 
Countries are not only more fertile than the 
Dutch provinces, but alfo infinitely better fitua- 
ted for trade. Then their fales of Eaft-India 
commodites muft have brought immenfe fums of 
ready money into thofe provinces, which of con- 
fequence muft have revived and reftored thole 
manufactures which formerly flouriffied here be- 
yond any other parts of Europe, and thus by a 

certain 
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certain confequence render them matters of the 
'trade to Germany, and by degrees of that of the 
reft of the northern countries. In fuch circum- 
ftances what fliould have hindered their attempt- 
ing and acquiring the fifheries, and by ojuming 
the ports of Triefte and Fiume on the ^dyatic, 
what could have prevented theif^engroffingShe 
Italian trade ? If it be faid, ttfat thefe are no 
more than fuppofitions j let it be remembered 
that it was thefe fuppofitions which determined 
the late emperor to eftablifiy this company, in 
fpite of all thofe difficulties tKat lay in the way 
of that undertaking. And what was it befides 
thefe very fuppofitions, which caufed the Dutch 
to ftruggle fo hard againft that eftablifhment ? 
or would they ever have made fuch efforts 
againft a thing which they believed chimerical 
or impracticable ? All which taken together, 
form an argument (fay they) not to be over- 
thrown, that the trade of the Eaft-Indies is in it- 
felf the bafis of all commerce and maritime 
power, to fuch nations at leaft as know how to 
manage it, and have the power to manage it as 
they would, which was the point to be proved. 
It may feem ftrange, that the emperor, or rather 
his fubjc&s in the Netherlands, fhould be able 
in fo fhort a fpace of time, and with no better port 
than that of Oftend, to carry on at once fuch an 
extenfive and lucrative commerce to the Indies, 
as alarmed and aftonifhed the maritime powers, 
above what France could do in a much longer 
time, and with the utmoft advantages which the 
power of that opulent nation, under the direction 

O o 3 . of 
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of the ableft minifters, could poffibly give. But, 
the wonder will ceafe when we confider, that 
the Auftrian Low Countries are better ft mated 
for trade, and the people not only inclined to 
tram|, but al fo fober, frugal, and induftrious, 
theip'crfettry^nch and fertile, their towns great 
and populous, ffiany of them ftill have what all 
of them once enjoyed, that is, noble and flou- 
riffiing manufadl^ries } and tho’ the Flemings 
had loft much of\ their ancient freedom, as well 
as commerce, thew did ftill retain more of it than 
the French. It i? eafy to imagine, that trade 
might eafily be revived in a country with fo 
many natural advantages, and which for ages to- 
gether had been the center of all the traffic of 
Europe. 

The contentions of the feveral powers of Eu- 
rope about the exiftence of the company of 
Oftend, caufed people to pry into the nature of 
this trade, which fo many nations looked upon as 
the fource of wealth, commerce, and naval power. 
So many advantages made other potentates defi- 
rous of fettling an India commerce in their domi- 
nions, which the downfal of the Oftend com- 
pany did not at all abate. On the contrary, the 
furprizing progrefs which had attended the firft 
fucceffes of that body, was a ftrong inducement 
to fet about fo ufeful an undertaking j and there 
were numbers of perfons proper for putting fuch 
a project into execution that had been formed in 
the fervice of the Flemifli company. Befides, the 
treaties fubfiftii.g between thofe powers, who 
had eftabliffied or oppofed * the company of 

Oftend, 
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OStend, did not extend to other princes, who 
had for that reafon leSs caufe to apprehend the 
fame inconveniencies. Such were the confidera- 
tions which moved the Danes and Swedes to f fet 
up thofe establishments, which form the firojedt 
of the enfuing fedtions. 

CHAP. IV. 

The hijiory of the TLajl -India company of Denmark. 

T H E Danes have always been famous for 
their power at fea, witnefs their defcents 
in Naples, in France, and in England, under 
the appellation of Norman's. Since the time of 
thofe naval armaments, which were rather in- 
tended for foreign conqueSts thin for establishing 
trade, they have ever preferved the fame maritime 
fpirit, and have made frequent attempts towards 
difcoveries in the northern parts of the world, to 
eSlablifh colonies, and carry on fisheries, with a 
view of extending their commerce, the fnccefs 
whereof feems to have been retarded more by the 
form of their constitution, than by any want of 
a mercantile difpofition in the people, or want 
of capacity in thofe who were the contrivers of 
thefe falutary fchemes. And they have Still re- 
tained fo much of what they could not altogether 
engrofs, as will enable them to make as confi- 
derable a figure in mercantile affairs, as their an- 
cestors did by their military virtues, Should an 
opportunity arife from a happy change of their 
constitution, or from other caufes. 

O o 4 
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The firft attempt of the Danifh nation tor 
wards an Eaft-India trade, was very early in the laft 
century, when a company was formed for that 
cffeSffc, under the protection of king Chriftiern 
the fjyrth of that name. This eftablilhment 
wa^rojedtethand fixed at Copenhagen about the 
year 1612. Tfle capital confifted of two hun- 
dred and fifty djdtions or ihares, each whereof 
was of the valu^ of one thoufand rixdollars. 
About four years after the company was formed, 
four Ihipswere equroped, and fet fail for the Indies. 
This firft debarkment had met with fo much fuc- 
cefs, that they eftabliffied themfelves on the coaft 
of Coromandel, nigh to the French fettlement at 
Pondicherry, This Danifh fadory, which is 
called Tranquebar, ftands fifteen miles north of 
Negapatan, and is a place of confiderable traffic. 
The Danes have here a regular fort, of fuch 
ftrength as to be deemed one of the moft im- 
pregnable places in all the Indies. The walls of 
it are faced with Rone, and it is alfo furrounded 
with a ditch of great depth and widenefs. The 
town, which is two miles in circumference, is 
alfo enclofed within a ftrong wall faced with 
ftone, and flanked with ball ions of a great fize 
and at proper diftances, which are well provided 
with cannon. The houfes of the Danes, and 
other Europeans, are abundantly commodious, 
tho’ all on one floor, and are built of brick or 
ftone j thofe of the native Indians on the contrary 
are very poor cottages, with walls of clay, and 
thatched roofs, as are the hoyfes in moft towns 
all over India. The ftreets are ftrait and wide, 

and 
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end at the fides next the buildings they are paved 
with brick. The garrifon is by no means pro- 
portionable to fo large a place, confiding of no 
more than one hundred and fifty Europeans/ or 
thereabouts, and fome Indians, on whom they 
can never rely, except only again ft fuch tro'jps 
as their own countrymen. As t | 5 e Danes have 
long been fettled on this fpot, they have by the 
mildnefs of their government, ftnd the prudence 
of thofe they employ, drawn iogether a confi- 
derable number of Indians, who relifh the fweets 
of the liberty they enjoy under fo gentle an ad- 
miniftration ; and what attaches them ftill more 
than all other methods to their Danifh mafters, 
is the converting them to the Lutheran religion, 
a work in which they have had extraordinary 
fuccefs. Many of thefe converts have enriched 
themfelves in Tranqnebar, fo that this colony, 
which has for fome time been very confiderable, 
grows ftill more fo every day, infomuch as to be 
able to fupport itfelf in this flourilfhing condition, 
and, at the fame time, to pay ten thoufand rix- 
dollars, by way of yearly tribute, to the Danifti 
company. 

The commerce of the Danes has been diffe- 
rently affedted at different periods by the various 
revolutions that happened in the affairs of thofe 
Indian ftates with whom they have had com- 
nedtions, as alfo by rhofe accidents which have 
befallen their eftablifhment in Europe. The 
moft flourifhing period of the Danifh commerce 
to the Eaft-Indies deems to have been in the 
time of the civil wars of England, that is^to fay, 

about 
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about twenty- four years after their firft eftablifh- 
ment, at which time it was by a certain writer 
compared to ours, and then poflibly with a great 
dearof juftice, our Eaft-India company being then 
invojved in great difficulties, as we took notice 
iifit’s place. Notwithftanding, this commerce 
of Denmark was at that time rather profitable 
to the perfons employed in the fervice, fuch as 
the governor of\ Tranquebar and the principal 
merchants, than to the public, the company fel- 
dom fending out fipplies, and as feldom receiv- 
ing cargoes of India commodities, fo that their 
India efh hlifhment fubfifted almoft entirely by 
then commerce in Alia, and particularly in the 
Chinefe empire, to which they traded with con- 
fiderable advantage. 

The Danes in India have been embroiled with 
the neighbouring ftates from the very birth of 
their fettlement $ and they generally had no bet- 
ter an- underflanding with the other European 
factories, who envied an eflablifhment, which at 
the fame time they affedted to defpife. And in- 
deed the fituation of the Danifh fortrefs might 
feem fufficient to fhelter them from contempt, 
as it might prove of much greater confequence 
in other hands, and with refpedt to it’s fituation 
for the diamond trade, it yields to none of the 
European factories whatfoever, if it is not pre- 
ferable to all of them in refpedl of that precious 
commodity. The principal and moft interefting 
war which this company has ever been engaged 
in, broke out in the dole 6f the laft century, 
which rot only endangered their eflablifhment, but 
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glfo plunged them into debt, and brought their 
affairs into the moft calamitous condition they 
had ever been in heretofore. The ground of 
this rupture was as follows. 

The Dutch, a nation devoted to commerce, 
which they Arrive by any means to engrofs 
their nation, fought means to deftroy this infant 
colony. Wherefore they ufcd y.l their intereft 
with the rajah of Tanjour, an jlndian prince on 
the frontiers of whole territories the Danifh 
fettlement lay, to deflroy aiyi root them out, 
promifing them a tun of goal for the fortrefs, 
how foon they fliould be put in pofleffion of it. 
The Indian prince agreed to their propofal, and 
undertook the bufinefs. He was efteemed not 
only a man of great perfonal intrepidity, but alfo 
a good officer, who knew how to profit of every 
advantage. He accordingly fet about it with a 
great deal of prudence, and with a power equal 
to the undertaking. His plan being fettled, he 
collected the whole force of his dominions, and 
inverted Tranquebar without delay. As there 
was no caufe to endanger the lives of his people, 
he opened the trenches above a mile from the 
place, and the liege was carried on by two feveral 
attacks. The earth, which was of a dry fand, 
was not over favourable to their approaches. 
This inconvenience was remedied by fupporting 
the earth whereof the trenches were compofed, 
with cocoa-trees driven into the ground, both on 
the infide and outfide of the works, and the 
fpace between was lulled up with the foil, fo that 
the trenches, which looked like the wall of fome 

ftrong 
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itrong city both for height and thicknefs, Ihel- 
fered them excellently from the fire of the be- 
fieged. Their works were now in the lpace of 
five months brought within piftol (hot of the 
place, having employed incredible labour and 
mtience, and bcfides thirty thoufand men, in 
that bufinefs. They had alfo almoft entirely 
ruined one ofsthc baftions with their cannon, 
and the Danes, ^ho expected a general affault 
from the befiegers, were akeady preparing to 
move their effedts into the citadel, and to aban- 
don the town. The garrifon con lifted of no 
more than two hundred Europeans, an equal 
number of Indian Portuguese, and about .. thoufand 
blacks, a very inconfiderable numbe: for the 
defence of a place which was above a mile and a 
half in circumference, without reckoning the 
f jrtrefs. Thus they were in no condition to 
annoy the befiegers much in their approaches, 
wherefore they they contented themfelves with 
plying their artillery and fmall arms to prevent the 
enemy from fealing the walls, and in planting the 
tops of the ramparts with pallifadoes. 

Things were in this pofture, and the Danes 
had but fmall hopes of defending themfelves, 
when the fuccours fent by the humanity of Mr. 
Pit the Englifti governor of Fort St. George 
came to their relief. This unexpe&ed afliftance 
revived their drooping fpirits, and two days af- 
terwards a /ally was made. Early in the morn- 
ing, about funrife, a detachment of blacks marched 
from a baftion, fupported by a body of Englifti. 
The firft, as foon as they w6rc out at the gates, 

opened 
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fcpened to the right and left for the Englifh, who 
were to aflault the works. At the fame time a 
body of the befiegers marched from the trenches 
to oppofe them, advancing in good order, and 
determined to engage fword in hand, in the 
plain which lay between the walls of the placft 
and the befiegers works. They Wre all armed 
with broad fwords and fhields^ and clothed in 
white veils and turbans, fo as to make at the 
fame time a gallant and dreadful appearance ; nor 
did they difeharge one arrow 0/ fire a fingle piece 
all the time they kept moving on. The Englifh 
officers could not help being in pain for the 
event, at feeing fo much good order and condudt 
in an enemy f rom whom they expected fo little of 
either, efpecially when they reflected that their 
own troops were generally new levies, and be- 
fides intermixed with Portugueze on whom they 
had very little reliance. They were already pretty 
near, when the artillery began to play from the 
walls. The execution it had, put the Indian 
troops immediately into confufion, and they fled 
to their trenches, and the Englifh purfuing them 
drove likewife from their works, fo that if the in- 
tolerable heat of the day had not obliged them to 
retire without compleating the advantages they 
had acquired, they might have ruined all the 
works which the Indian army had been railing 
with incredible labour in fo long a time. But as 
this fuccefs was more than they had looked for, 
they had made no preparations for fuch an en- 
terprize as the raziVg the trenches, and fo both 
parties retired, the Englifh to the place, and the 

Indians 
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Indians to their trenches, without any confiderablc 
lofs on either fide. 

A few days after a general fully was refolved 
upon, in confequence whereof the greateft part 
of the garrifon marched out through the great 
gate, which faced the enemy’s principal attack, 
the blacks retiring as ufual under the walls, to 
make room fiy- the Europeans. The enemy 
drew up a confiaerable body of mufqueteers and 
pikemen, on that fpace that ftood betwen the 
two attacks, at the lame time keeping a conftant 
fire from their trenches. The Englilh marched 
againft the body that was drawn up in the open 
field. Tho’ they loft their commander in their 
firft advances, they ftill kept on towards the 
enemy, and drove them from their poll, but thro’ 
too much eagernefs, and expedting to have been 
fupported by the Danes, they purfued their vic- 
tory fo far, that they were intercepted by a body 
of Moorilh cavalry. The Englilh finding their 
retreat cut off by way of the plain, threw them- 
felves into the trenches, driving the enemy quite 
to that end of them, which was neareft to the 
town, where they were again intercepted by the 
Moorilh horfe. Thefe they repulfed a fecond 
time, by a general fire which did prodigious exe- 
cution, and thus gallantly fighting, they opened 
themfelves a paffage to the town thro’ fo many 
obftacles and dangers, and with the lofs of one 
half their number killed or wounded in this bold 
enterprize. One foldier received no fewer than 
fourteen wounds in this adtion, and was brought 
alive to Tranquebar, where he afterwards re- 
covered. 
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covered. And thus the Danifh company owed 
the prefervation of thfir chief fettlement in India 
to the humanity and courage of the natives of 
Great Britain : for the rajah of Tanjour became 
foon afterwards weary of the fiege of a city which 
he faw defended by fuch uncommon valors, 
and finding that the war had no other confe- 
rences, befides the lofs of his^ fubjedts, retired 
into his own country, leaving the Danes in full 
poffeffion of their traffic as before. 

The Danifh company have ever fince enjoyed 
the advantages of their Indiah commerce with- 
out let or moleftation. Befides Tranquebar, and 
the fortrefs of Danebourg, a regular citadel with 
four ltrong baftions, they have alfo a fmall ter- 
ritory which depends on the former, and whereof 
the inhabitants are their fubjedts. Thefe confift 
of Moors and Indians, whofe children are edu- 
cated in a public fchool endowed for that pur- 
pofe, where the fciences and all other parts of 
ufeful learning are taught them. The Danifh 
miffionaries alfo employ themfelves in preaching 
to the natives in the Malabar tongue, which they 
are perfedt matters of, and that with fufficient 
fuccefs, making many converts to chriflianity. 
The Danes have formerly built very good fhips 
here, which they employ partly in their own 
commerce and partly let out on freight, and this 
was one confiderable advantage to their colony. 
Their neighbours of the other European fettle- 
ments in the Indies have infinuated a particular 
of the moll fhocking nature imaginable, and that 
is, that they had given leave to their fhips to 

* cruife 
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cruife upon chriftians and pagans indifcriminately, 
an accufation of fo black a nature, as mull incline 
every candid perfon to fufpedt the truth of it, 
without the moll convincing and undeniable 
proofs. And more efpecially as it is certain, 
ihat thofe who have given rife to this report, 
were interefted in it’s being believed. In Ihort, 
they have all a^ong received extremely grofs ill 
ufage from all the other European factories, fo 
that their being in debt is no longer a miracle ; 
we ought rather to wonder how fo fmall a colony 
have been able to' preferve and maintain them- 
felves againll fo many enemies, on every quar- 
ter. 

It is now time to return to the proceedings in 
Denmark with refpedt to this company. Jolhua 
Van Afperen, a merchant of the Low Countries, 
who had been concerned in the Flemilh Eaft- 
India company, feeing that fociety at an end, 
as has been already related, fet out for Copen- 
hagen in hopes of engaging Frederick the fourth, 
king of Denmark, a prince of extraordinary vir- 
tues, in his fchemes, which was to augment the 
capital of the Eall- India company of that nation, 
and for that purpofe to open a new fubfeription. 
He reprefented to the king, that almoll univerfal 
eagernefs amongll all nations to acquire a lhare 
in the Eall-lndia trade ; that it was an ealy mat- 
ter to engage the moft expert perfons in that 
fervice, fo many having been reduced by the fell 
of the company of Oliend, the caufes whereof 
were peculiar to thofe provinces, and could not 
particularly affect Denmark in the remotefl man- 
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ner, which had already been in pofleflion of 
an Eaft-India trade for more than a century j 
the vaft profits and fuccefs of the Oftend com- 
pany for the time it was permitted to fubfift j 
and laftly, he endeavoured to convince the king, 
that nothing was wanting to render the Indian 
commerce of the Danes equal to that of Eng- 
land, or of Holland, but the augmentation of 
their capital, which was what he did humbly 
propofe to his majefty. 

The king yielded to the power of fo many and 
fo flattering arguments} fubfcriptions were opened 
upon terms more advantageous than formerly, 
and the feat of the company transferred from 
Copenhagen to Altena, a town belonging to 
Denmark in the neighbourhood of Hamburgh fo 
famous for its univerfal traffic; and laftly, in order 
to induce foreigners to concern themfelves in this 
undertaking, a new charter was granted the com- 
pany dated in April 1728, for promoting their 
commerce to China, Bengal, and the Indies, 
the principal articles of which were as fol- 
lows. 

The new fubfcribers fhall be entitled to an 
equal fhare and right with the old members, in 
all conceffions, oiftroys, and privileges, granted 
to the faid company by his prefent majefty, or 
his auguft predeceflors ; as alfo in all the forts, 
fettlements, revenues, houfes, magazines, fhips, 
effects, and in general, in whatever the company 
ftands poflefied of at this prefent, or may acquire 
in time to come. 

Vol. II. P p 
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The old actions, in number two hundred an 4 
fifty, and of one thoufand rixdol’ars each in va- 
lue, (hall remain as they now are, with the fame 
rights and profits as the new. 

The directors (hall declare and affirm, upon 
tfceir honour, that all the debts of the company 
do not exceed one hundred and (ixty thoufand 
rixdollars in fpecie. 

The united company (hall oblige themfelves 
to pay and difcharge the faid fum of one hundred 
and fixty thoufand rixdollars, upon condition 
that the old (hares (hall have no dividends until 
the year 1733. 

That if the debts of the company (hall appear 
to exceed the fum above fpecified, the old (hares 
(hall be anfwerabie for the overplus, and the 
new fubfcribers (hall not be in any manner en- 
gaged for the payment of fuch excefs. 

Each adtion, or (hare, in the new fubfcription 
(hall be of the value of one thoufand rixdollars 
banco, or in (pecie, whereof twenty per cent, (hall 
be paid upon the account of Mr. Alexander Bru- 
guier banker at Hamburgh, or in the manner 
prefcribed in the project publilhed by the com- 
pany at Copenhagen, December the 16th, 1727. 

Should there be occafion to make a further call 
in the courfe of the prefent year 1727, the fame 
(hall not exceed five, or ten per cent, at the far- 
theft. 

What remains unpaid of the fubfcription (hall 
not be called for without an adt of a general court 
of the company, for that puspofc. 


If 
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If the entire fum of one thoufand rixdollars, 
that is to fay, the full price of the new adtions, 
fhould not be paid up within the year 1738, in 
that cafe the proprietors of the ancient adtions 
fliall be entitled to an intereft of five per cent, 
for the fums they may have paid, over and above 
what has been paid by the new fubfctibers. 

There are to be no other adtions, except fliares 
of one thoufand rixdollars, and half fliares of five 
hundred rixdollars each. 

Every fubfcriber fliall be allowed to take fliares 
for the bearer, figned by the company, and 
which, if they fo choofe, may be alfo regiftered 
in the company’s books. 

The expence of each transfer to be two rixdol- 
lars to the company, and half a rixdollar to the poor. 

The creditors of the company may take fliares 
for their refpective debts, provided they difcount 
thirty per cent, for the prcl'ent year, for each (hare, 
and twenty- five per cent for that next enfuing, 
on the fums due to them : which fliares fliall 
entitle them to the fame dividends wjth other 
adtions of the new fubfcription. 

The fliares or adtions of the company fliall 
not be liable to any feizure or ftoppage, upon any 
account whatfoever, as is fet forth in hismajefty’s 
odtroy. 

The diredtors fliall tranfmit yearly to the pro- 
prietors, an exadt and particular account of the 
affairs of the company, and the dividends fliall 
be regulated by fucn account, in a general court, 
by the majority of voices. 

The diredtors fliall not carry oh any fort of 
P p 2 traffic. 
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traffic, excepting that to the Eaft-Indies only, on 
account of the company, without the confent of 
the proprietors j nor fhall be permitted to lend 
the company’s monies to any perfon whatfoever, 
and fhall be anfwerable, in their own perfons 
and eftates, for all the monies of the company in 
fofido. They fhall take an oath for the exadfc 
obfervance of this article, and for the faithful 
difcharge of the trufl repofed in them for the 
intereft and advantage of their conftituents. 

All merchandizes which fhall be fold in any 
other place befides Copenhagen, fhall be paid for 
in bank at Hamburgh, to one or more fubflan- 
tial traders, for the company’s account, which 
merchants fhall be chofen in a general court, 
by the majority of voices, and in no other man- 
ner whatfoever. 

The faid merchants, who are the cafhiers of 
the company, fhall pay no monies, without an 
order ligned by three of the directors at leafl. 

Such monies as fhall be payable in the courfe 
of the running year, fhall be in the difpofal and 
management of the prefent directors, till fuch 
time as the new directors to be added to their 
number are chofen. 

The monies arifing from the new fubfcriptions, 
fhall be expended in fending out fliips to China, 
Bengal, and Tranquebar, and to no other intent 
or purpofe whatfoever : and no more money 
fhall be kept in cafh, befides what is abfolutely 
neceflary for fuch equipments as above. 

A general court of the proprietors fhall allemble 
with all 4 convenient fpeed, to proceed in the 

choice 
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, choice of four additional directors, out of the 
number of the new fubfcribers, which additio- 
nal directors may be all of them foreigners.” 

This new company caufed a general alarm in 
the Seven Provinces, the Dutch looking upon all 
their labour in deftroying the company of Oftend 
as abfolutely loft, fince they faw a new eftablifh- 
ment rife out of it’s allies, every way as preju- 
dical to their intereft as that which had given 
them fuch caufe of apprehenfion. All manner 
of artifice was employed to deftroy the credit of 
the Danilh company at Amfterdam, Rotterdam, 
and in all the great cities of the United Provinces. 
A procefs was raifed againft Van Afperen, the 
promoter of it, and he was condemned and exe- 
cuted in effigy. Amongft many ftratagems em- 
ployed to diferedit the Danifh eftabliffiment, the 
following was one. Van Afperen had wrote in 
very preffing terms to his friends, whether in 
Holland, or in Great Britain, to induce them 
to fubferibe in the ftocks of the new company at 
Altena. The Dutch caufed anfwers to be fram- 
ed to thefe follicitations, which were publifhed in 
all the Englifh and Dutch news-papers, in which 
the pretended correfpondents of Van Afperen 
infinuated, that the old Eaft-India company of 
Denmark was actually become bankrupt, and 
that there was very far from being any folid fe- 
curity in confiding to them in matters of fuch 
confequence. They objected, the arbitrarinefs 
of the government of Denmark, where every 
thing is expofed t« the rapine of the prince, or 
his minifters, to which they oppofed the great 
P p 3 * fecurity 
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fecurity there is in entrufting fums of money in 
the funds of free governments, where property 
of every fort is fecured by the eftablifhed and 
fundamental laws of the land. They are of opi- 
nion, that the word and honour of two dire&ors 
is but a flender fecurity for the debts of the 
ol3 company, one of whom from a bankrupt 
for upwards of fix millions of florins, for which 
he had been purfued thro’ feveral countries, was 
now raifed to the firft honours. Will any man, faid 
they, rifle his monies, to make a job for fuch a 
perfon ? They took notice, that the company 
were opprefled with debts in the Indies, and par- 
ticularly in the bay of Bengal, for a fhip they 
had formerly feized with her cargo on her voy- 
age to Surat, for which adtion they had been 
driven from Tranquebar by the Moors, where 
they had never appeared fince. That before 
they can ever hope to be permitted to trade in 
that port, this debt, which feven years ago 
amounted to three hundred rixdollars, with ac- 
cumulated intereft at the rate of twelve per cent, 
per annum, as is the cuftom of the country, 
muft firft be paid off, the truth of which fadt, 
fay the writers of thefe pretended anfwers, is at- 
tefted by feveral perfons, both here and in Eng- 
land, who were actually upon the fpot when this 
affair pafl'ed. That let the profits of this trade 
„ be ever fo great, they can never hold any pro- 
portion to that infinity of hazards that thofe con- 
cerned muft neceflarily ran. Thus, fay they, 
addrefling themfelvcs to Van Afperen, we have 
given you the opinion of all we have converfed 

with 
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# with upon this point, which is alfo exactly 
agreeable to our own fentiments, and cannot 
help advifing a perfon, whom we ftill confider 
as our ancient friend, to think of a timely re- 
treat, and to endeavour to obtain a pardon for 
the injuries done your native country, in open 
defiance of the laws. For nothing can be mofe 
evident, that this new fcheme of ftock-jobbing 
is contrived with no other view than to draw all 
the ready money of Europe into Denmark at all 
events, and that as the principal and profits muft 
of neceflity belong to foreigners, we leave 
yourlelf to judge what fecurity there can be for 
the obfervance of the public faith when there is 
occafion for thefe monies at home. The me- 
mory of what paffed in the affair of the Miffi- 
fippi, Ihould ferve as an example of what mer- 
chants may expert from a government like that 
of Denmark on a like occafion. 

Thefe objections had no manner of effedt up- 
on the fublcriptions of this company, which 
went on with great fpirit, whatever was publifh- 
ed in England, France, or Holland to their dis- 
advantage. The maritime powers were there- 
fore reduced to their dernier relfort, which was 
to ufe all their joint influence with his Danifh 
majefty to deprive them of their foie fupport, that 
is to fay, their charter. Orders were therefore 
inftantly fent to the minifters of Great Britain 
and Holland, at the court of Denmark, to ufe 
their utmoft induftry to procure a repeal of the 
powers granted t» this company, in confequence 
whereof thofe minifters reprefented to the king, 

P p 4 * that 
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that his majefty of Great Britain, and their High 
Mightiness the States General of the United 
Provinces, forefeeing the prejudice which the trans- 
ferring the Eaft- India company from Copenhagen 
to Altena, will do to the commerce of their people j 
and perceiving with concern, that almoft at the 
fery inftant that they are making fo great efforts 
to ftop the progrefs of the company of Oftend, 
the king of Denmark, their good friend, and an- 
cient ally, is ferting up another equally prejudi- 
cial to their fubjedts, have ordered them to make 
this moft humble reprefentation to his majefty of 
Denmark, hoping from his friendftiip, that, as 
foon as he (hall be informed ol the uneafinefs this 
novelty gives them, he will withdraw the privi- 
leges lately granted to that company, and leave 
it on the ancient foot as it has always fubfifted at 
Copenhagen. 

This reprefentation was not at all relillied by 
the king, or by his council. Their anfwer was, 
that it never was the king’s intention to eredt a 
new company, or to transfer that which had now 
fubfifted above a hundred and ten years at Co- 
penhagen to Altena. That this was evident 
from the very projedt of incorporation, in which 
no new or additional powers had been granted to 
the company, but the old ones fimply confirm- 
ed. That thefe voyages which were now pro- 
pofed for China, were no more contrary to trea- 
ties, than thofe formerly made by the company’s 
ifhips from Tranquebar. And further, that his 
£)anifh majefty was not reft raided by any treaty 
whatever from fupporting the traffic of his fub- 
‘ jedts 
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jedts to the Indies, whether from their fettlements 
in that part of the world, or from Copenhagen 
diredtly. That it was not only his undoubted 
right by the laws of nature and of nations, to pro- 
mote the welfare of his fubjedts, and to extend 
their commerce by all the means in his power., 
but that it was alfo his duty as their protedtor and 
fovereign. That finally it was far from being his 
intention to do the Imalleft prejudice to the Eaft- 
India companies of England and Holland, but 
that what he now did was folelv with a view to 
promote the happinefs cf his own fubjedts, a pro- 
ceeding wi ich he was confident never could ex- 
pofe him to the refentment of any power whatfo- 
ever. 

The maritime powers were far from being fa- 
tisfied with this anfwer, how juft and judicious 
foever ; therefore freih reprefentations were made 
by the minifters of thofe powers in the year 1728, 
fince which time no farther applications have been 
made on that fubjedt, and the Danifh company 
have been allowed to purfue their Eaft-India trade, 
according to the tenor of their charter. The mari- 
time powers were obliged to be contented with 
difeharging their fubjedts from being concerned in 
that fociety, which confiderably reduced the 
number of their fubferibers, fo that they have not 
been able to reach that height of profperity which 
the fcheme of Van Afperen had at firft promifed. 
They were not however incapacitated from ex- 
tending their commerce, or from carrying on a 
trade diredtly from Copenhagen to the Indies and 
China. By this new eftabliftiment, and tfre pro- 

tedtion 
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te&ion of Chriftian the fixth, their affairs are ip 
fo promifing a fituation, that*there no longer re- 
mains any doubt of their being able to profecute 
that traffic with Hill greater advantages, both to 
the proprietors and to the Danifh nation in ge- 
neral. Their funds are now confiderable, their 
credit extenfive, their warehoufes, magazines, 
yards, and docks at Copenhagen in the com- 
pleateft order, and their tales both large and fre- 
quent. They are faid to fend two or three fhips 
annually to the Indies, and to receive as many in 
return, all of them loaded with rich cargoes. 
There is therefore great reafon to believe, that 
the affairs of this company are in a profperous 
and growing condition, and that they will foon 
make a confiderable figure in the Eaft-lndia trade. 

CHAP. V. 

The hijlory of the Swedijb Eaji- India company. 

T H E firft attempt of the Swedifh nation to- 
wards the trade to the Eaft-Indies, was 
in the reign of the great Guftavus Adolfus. This 
prince, who was the glory of his age and coun- 
try, and whofe ruling paffion (which ought to 
be that of every king) was the happinefs of his 
people, formed the project of an Eaft-lndia com- 
pany, by letters patent under his great feal, 
Elated at Stockholm the 14th of June, 1626, to 
which he invited his fubjedts. The war of Ger- 
many prevented this fchenYe from being car- 
ried in, to execution, which feems to have died 

with 
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with that great perfonage who was the author of 
it. 

Altho’ Chriftina his daughter, a princefs of 
a great and exalted mind, {hewed the fame 
inclination to promote the trade, and confequent- 
ly the naval ppwer of Sweden, and actually 
fettled a colony in the Weft-Indies, there was 
however very few attempts made by the Swedes 
with regard to commerce, till about twenty-live 
years ago, the wars in which that nation had 
been always engaged during this period, hav- 
ing probably drawn their attention from com- 
merce, which can only flourifh in peaceable 
times. 

All Europe was therefore amazed at the news 
of a Swedilh Eaft-India company, the rife of 
which was owing to the ruin of that of Oftend. 
Henry Koning, a wealthy merchant, and a per- 
fon perfectly well {killed in every thing relating to 
the Eaft-India trade, was the author of this pro- 
jedt. He reprefented to the Swedilh miniftry, 
that there were yet a great many places in Africa 
and the Indies unfettled, or rather altogether un- 
known to the other nations of Europe, who had 
conftantly followed each other in the beaten 
tradt, without daring to deviate from thofe who 
had gone before them. He alfo took notice of 
, the opportunity which this conjundfure of the 
diffolution of the Oftend fociety prefented, the 
great number of perfons out of employ by that 
event, who were the moft proper, of all others 
to fet fuch a project in motion j and in general 

, every 
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every thing which Van Afperen had reprefente^ 
to engage the Danes to come into his fchemes. 

The propofals of Koning were iiftened to, and 
he was empowered to aflociate fuch perfons with 
himfelf as fliould be willing to promote the af- 
_fair, by a charter dated June the 14th, 1731, 
with thefe privileges, viz. 

The king grants leave to Henry Koning, and 
his aflociates, to navigate and trade to the Eaft- 
Indies for the fpace of fifteen years, in all places 
from the Cape of Good Hope, as far as the 
iflands of Japon, excepting that they are not to 
trade in any port belonging to any prince or ftate 
in Europe, without their previous confent. All 
Chips trading to the Indies from Sweden, 'fliall 
take in their cargoes at Copenhagen, to which 
port they fliall alfo return with the cargoes loaden 
on board in the Indies, which cargoes fliall alfo be 
fold at Copenhagen as foon as conveniently may 
be. The faid Henry Koning, and his aflociates, 
fliall pay to the crown of Sweden, one hundred 
dollars per laft, for each fliip by them employed 
or freighted, within fix months after the return of 
fuch ftiips from the Indies, and two dollars per 
laft for the town duties. The company may 
equip and arm as many veflels as they fliall fee 
fit, provided fuch Chips or veflels are built in 
Sweden, and alfo provided whatever is neceflary 
for fuch equipment be bought in that king- 
dom, If fuch fliips or neceflaries cannot be had 
in Sweden, in that cafe the company may pro- 
vide themfelves clfewhere, orf condition that the 

preference 
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preference be always given to (hips of the built of 
Sweden, as alfo to it’s produce and manufactures. 
Such fhips fhall carry the flag of Sweden, and 
be provided with paflports from the king, as alfo 
from the republic of Algiers. The company 
have leave to raife any fums or monies, whether 
by fubfcription or otherwife, and fubfcribcrs 
fhall pay in their quotas within the time pre- 
ferred, otherwife to forfeit the fums fo fum- 
fcribed for. They may alfo tranfport what ord- 
nance or fmall arms they fhall fee proper, as alfo 
filver coined and uncoined, Swedifh money ex- 
cepted ; they may alfo import from the Indies 
all forts of goods whatfoever without exception, 
nor fhall their fhips be liable to be flopped upon 
any pretence or grounds whatfoever, or hindered 
at their return from entering into the ports of 
their deftination. The company may alfo tranf- 
port their goods and merchandize from place to 
place within Sweden, without payment of further 
duties, befides the preceding, they being always in 
fuch cafes provided with proper paflports. Captains 
of the company’s fhips fhall have the fame 
powers for the maintaining of difeipline, as cap- 
tains of the king’s fhips, and in matters of trade 
they fhall pay abfolute obedience to the in- 
flrudlions of the company, provided fuch inflruc- 
tions contain nothing contrary to the tenor of 
this charter. Seamen and foldiers entered on 
board the company’s fhips, may not be impref- 
fed into the king’s, or any other fervice, nor 
fhall the company admit into their fervice any 
who fhall have deferted from the fervice of the 

7 "brown. 
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crown. Such deferters from the company's fhips 
may be apprehended and detained, according to 
the ufual forms of law, by the proper officers. 
The merchandize landed from the {hips of the 
company returning from the Indies, fha.ll be duty 
free, excepting a fmall acknowledgement at their 
removal. The company (hall conflantly choofe 
out of their number three directors at the leaft, 
all of them perfons of known probity and diftin- 
guifhed abilites, and of which three Henry 
Koning (hall be one. In cafe of his demife, the 
company fhall proceed to choofe another in his 
Head, provided that fuch directors are natives of 
Sweden, or naturalized Swedes, and proteftants 
refiding within the king’s dominions, unlefs ne- 
ceffarily #bfent on the affairs of the company, in 
which cafe, the proprietors may fubftitute an- 
other in his place. The faid fociety may make 
fuch regulations and by-laws, for the advance- 
ment or management of their concerns, as they 
fhall fee proper, provided that fuch regulations 
are not contrary to this charter. The directors 
fhall give a true and particular account to the 
proprietors of the capital profits or Ioffes of the 
company, but fhall not be obliged to difeover 
the names of the fubferibers, or the fums fub- 
feribed for, nor to produce, or fuffer their books 
to be infpedted on any pretence whatfoever. Di- 
rectors who betray the fecrets of the company’s 
affairs, or who are guilty of any fraud or mifde- 
meanor, upon complaint made, and proof there- 
of before the board of trade, may be fufpended 
from their office, or degraded, and another 

chofen 
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chofen in his room. The proprietors finding any 
breach of truft, fraud, or mifdemeanour, in the 
faid Henry Koning, and the other directors, may 
obtain redrefs upon the fame application. The 
company may employ any number of fupercar- 
goes, officers, mariners, or foldiers, whether^ 
Swedes or foreigners, and perfons fo employed 
fhall enjoy the fame privileges as if natives of 
Sweden. Monies employed in the ftock of this 
company, whether belonging to Swedes or 
foreigners, fhall not be liable to arrcft, ftoppage, 
or feizure on any pretence, Perfons concerned, 
or employed in the company, fhall be naturaliz- 
ed, and preferve their refpedtive ranks and qua- 
lities, upon application made to the king for that 
effeft. The company, and fuch as are by them 
authorized and employed, if molefted or difturb- 
ed in their commerce, by any perfons, and in any 
part of the world whatever, fhall have full power 
from his majefty to obtain ample juftice and fa- 
tisfadtion by all convenient methods, and fhall 
be free to employ open force, and to treat fuch 
difturbers as pirates and enemies to the public 
peace. Thefe powers fhall be granted by his ma- 
jefty, efpecially in the commiffions given to cap- 
tains, and if notwithftanding they are ftill at- 
tacked, his majefty will grant them his high pro- 
tection, and endeavour to procure fpeedy and 
ample fatisfadtion, whether by way of reprifal, 
or otherwife. The other fubjedts of Sweden may 
not interfere in this commerce, under pain of his 
majefty’s high difpleafure, and confifcation of the 
veflels and effedts fo employed. The Jdng en- 
gages 
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gages his royal promife to alter or augment thefe 
privileges, upon application of the company, as 
often, and in fuch a manner as fhall be found ne- 
ceflary to promote the advantage of the company 
in their Eaft- India commerce. The above charter 
was granted by the king in the fenate, and has 
been admired and applauded as one of the com- 
pleateft and beft contrived pieces of it’s kind. 
Their powers are augmented to a very great de- 
gree in what regards their foreign commerce, at the 
fame time that the fuperior authority of the col- 
lege of commerce reftrains their domeftic autho- 
rity within proper bounds. So many privileges, 
joined to the fecurity which property receives 
from the nature of the Swedifh government, 
raifed infinite expectations, which were flill 
heightened by their being unmolefted by the 
other powers of Europe, who were the lefs alarm- 
ed at a fociety which was reftridted from interfer- 
ing with their commerce by the very charter up- 
on which it was founded. Nor was it a fmall 
argument of the prudence of the managers, that 
they went on with very flow Heps in their firfl 
fetting out, being a confiderable time in compleat- 
ing their fubferiptions, and in fitting out {hips for 
the Indies, all which ferved to amufe the other 
powers of Europe, and to lighten their apprehen- 
fions of a fcheme that was carried on with fo little 
fpirit. Amidft all this feeming inactivity, Koning 
and his aflociates were preparing every thing that 
might be wanted to carry on their defign with 
fuccefs. T wo large and flxong fliips were fitted 
out, equally fit for trade or aftion. Thefe were 
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the Frederic, fo called after the king, and the 
Ulrica, fo named from the queen. Nor were 
they lefs circumfpedt in the choice of perfons 
who were to be en trailed with the firft concerns, 
which are always the molt important, of the 
pew company. 

They were particularly careful to put aboard - 
of them fupercargoes of the greateft integrity ajtd 
abilities, and who were perfectly well verfed in 
the bufinefs in which they were to be employed. 
The fame caution was observed in the choice of 
officers and mariners. And the complcatnds of 
their thips, and the excellent order in every riling 
aboard them, an • ply made up for the two years 
employed in thefe preparations. So that it has 
been laid with a great deal of juftice, that no 
company has ever excelled that oi the E.tfl-india 
company of Sweden, cither in the prudence and 
wifdom of it's firft eftabliftiment, or in the ma- 
nagement of their affairs ever fmce. 

Their firft attempts, tho’ not extremely lu- 
crative, were however indifferently fuccefsful. 
A fadtory was iettled on the river of Canton in 
China, with the content of the natives, who 
appear perfectly well fatisfied with the new ad- 
venturers, and are very ready in granting them 
whatever may be of ufe to favour or promote 
their traffic. They met however with fome dif- 
ficulties at home. The great number of foreign- 
ers they were of neceffity obliged to employ in 
their fervice at firft, occafioned a prodigious 
clamour amongft the Swedes, a nation naturally 
exceeding jealous of ftrangers. This uproar was 
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quelled by an a£t, which ordained, that for the 
future, two thirds of the mariners employed in' 
the fervice of the Swedifh company, fhould be 
native Swedes. , This complaint was followed 
by another, fome time after, which is far from 
being peculiar to the Swedes, againft the trade to 
the Eaff-Indies. Notwithftanding the regularity 
and value of the returns from India, and the 
quantity of money brought into Sweden by the 
fale of Eaft-India commodities, the Swedes, ac- 
cuftomed to receive a balance in money from 
every nation with whom they have dealings, 
could not bear .be thoughts of that prodigious 
quantity of filver which h was neceffary m ex- 
port, in order to ca *y on tneir Eaft-In' 1 ' ; traffic. 
This occafioned a report, which has howe* er had 
no confequences, as if the privileges of the com- 
pany were to h been fuffered to expire in a 
ihort time, a though than which nothing can 
be imagined more javag: it, this company 
carrying >n a very n. italic and extenfive trade 
all over the No.tb, bv means of their Eafl-India 
commodities- ’Tis certain however, that the 
company omitted nothing in their power to 
ward off this blow, and to procure the renews 
of their charter for fifteen years more, ailed ■* 
as reafons for their obtaining their requeff, 
jealoufy of all the other powers of Europe tft 
refpedt to this commerce, befides that with •- 
gard to their own company, few or none 1 
their returns have ever been difpofed of in 
Sweden, and that what is, gained to the pro- 
prietors muff; infallibly be gained to the nation, 
• ‘ the 
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the cafli whereof is indreafed in proportion to 
? the emoluments of this company. 

Thus I have at la/t come to the end of this eflay, 
in which I have endeavoured to lay before the 
reader, all I could find worthy his notice with re- 
fpe£t to the Eaft-India trade, as it is at this day car- 
ried on by the fevcral nations of Europe. I am fen- 
fible of it’s defers in point of language, and perhaps 
in other very efiential particulars, for all which I 
have no ex cute to offer but what is itself a very 
great fault, the fhortnefs of thw time employed 
in it, (and 1 might add that of Several em- 
baraiYmento which the author is only intereffed 
to know), befidcs the defire I had ,o have done 
better,. 
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